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stant appeals that
people themselves
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from attacks by
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Cut in military aid
seems to have nur-
tured a strong pro-
bomb lobby arguing
that, without US help,
Pakistan needs nuclear
weapons more than
| ever as a deterrent
against India
Page 4

EEatu re

Health

The Health and Eco-
nomic Consequences
of Tobacco use

Page 8

it

Metropolitan

Dhaka Dayv by Day

Nasima Sarwar
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Complete disinvest-
ment of government’s
51 per cent equity

holdings in 12 units of
various sector corpora-
tion is in the offing.
Raw materials short-
age hits paper mill
production
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NEWS BRIEFS
*
Shahabuddin

greets Biswas

Acting President Justice
‘Shahabuddin Ahmed yesterday
hcertily congratulated
President-elect Rahman
Biswas, reports [3SS.

Results gazetted

Abdur Rahman Diswas was
offictally docclared eclecied
President of the country yes-
terday, UNB.

The " Commission
in a notification said
Biswas “has

been de-
clared 10 be ¢ President
under Scction 11(2) of the
Prestdential  Election Act,

1991."

Badrul's press
conference

Justice Badrul Hatder Cho-
wdhury will address a press
conference at his Gulshan
residence today at 4.15 pm.
Justice Chowdhury is expecied
to make observations on
yesterday's eclec-
tion which he lost, recports
UNB.

Hasina visits
defeated Badrul

Awami
Leader of the Opposition Shei-
kh Hasina visited Badrul
Haider Chowdhury at his
Gulshan residence yesterday
afternoon. Hasina went to his
residence straight from
Sangsad soon afier the resubt
of the Presidential clection
was announced
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Partners leave Awami League alone to fight the battle

Biswas elected President

By Staff Correspondent

Abdur Rahman Biswas of the
ruling party BNP won the pres-
idential election on Tuesday
by a wide margin. He secured
F72 votes as against 92
bagged by his rival Justice
Badrul Haider Chowdhury, who
was backed by the Awami

uc.

The election held at the
chamber of the Jatiya Sang:
sad (parliament) amid tight
security was conducted by the
Chief Election Commissioner,
Justice M A Roufl who dec-
lared Biswas elected alter the
counting of votes at 5-42 pm.

This was for the first time
in Bangladesh that there were
two presidential candidates
contesting under parliamen-
tary system. Two other titular
Presidents under the system—
late Justice Abu Sayeed
Chowdhury and Mohammad-
ullah— were elected un-
opposed.

The election marked the
final phase of transition Lo par-
Hamentary system unanimously
adopted by the parliament on
August 6, and endorsed by the
voters in the September 15
referendum. This i{s what the
three main political alliances
had promised among other
things in a joint declaration on
November 19, 1990 when the
democratic movement was at
its peak.

The presidential election
was however, boycotted by the
Jatiya Party, which commands

support of the third largest
number of MPs. Jamaat, the
fourth largest party in parlia-
ment, the Communist Party of
Bangladesh (CPB) with five
seats and the Workers Party,
the Jatiya Samajtgntrik Dal,
the National Democratic Par-
ty, the National Awami Party
and the Islami Oikya Jote with
one member each abstained
on dillerent grounds.

. Out of a total of 330 voters,
264 casl their votes. Sixty [ive
others cither boycotted or ab-
stained from voting while AL
MP Akhtaruzzaman Choudhury
was absent as he was abroad.

Besides, the ruling BNP and
the Awami League members,
only three others— Suranjit
Sengupla of Ganatantri Party
and independent mcmbecers
Major (Retd) Hafizuddin and
Nurul Islam Moni— took part
in the voting.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia was the first to
vote minutes after 2 pm. She
was [ollowed by Law Minister
Mirza Golam Halfiz and other
BNP members.

Opposition Leader Sheikh
Hasina, followed by the party
MPs, entered the House at 3-
35 pm. DBefore casting vote,
she also registered protest
with the Chiefl Election Co-
mmissioner similar to the one
made earlicr by Nasim.

Hasina left the llouse im-
mediately after voting.

Sec Page 12 Col. 4

VOTING FOR A WIN
counterfoil of a ballot paper.

+ Abdur Rahman Biswas signing the

— Star photo

An arduous journey
to democracy ends

By Reazuddin Ahmed

The arduous journey to par-
liamentary democracy ends
today with the swearing-in of
the newly elected President
Abdur Rahman Biswas.

Acting President Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed takes up
the job of Chief Justice imme-
diately after Abdur Rahman
Biswas assumes office this
alternoon.

This is for the first time
since independence that the
nation has seen the peaceful
and orderly transfer of power
to a democratically elected
government.

The last on the agenda for
rcverting to parliamentary
democracy was the election of
prcsident on Tuesday. Abdur
Rahman Biswas, the ruiing
party candidate, polled 172
volcs while his rival Awami
League backed candidate
Jugtice Badrul Haider
Chowdhury got 92 votes.

Thirty-five members ol the
Jatiya Party, twenty members
of the Jamaat-e-Islami, five
members of .the Communist
Party of Bangladesh (CPB) and
one member each from NAP
(M), JSD, NDP, and Islami
Oikya Jote (IOJ) did not cast

their votes in the presidential
clection. The Jntlya Party boy-
cotted the election while
Jamaat, CPB and all others ab-
stained.

Jatiya Party boycotted the
clections to protest the ha-
rassment of the party chiefl
deposed President H M
Ershad while the Jamaat ab-
stained as it did not find any
national consensus candidate.
The CPB, NAP, JSD and
Workers Party abstained as
both the presidential candi-
dates had met Jamaat leader
’rof. Golam Azam. Salahuddin
Quader Chowdhury and
Moulana Obaidullah felt ig-
nored by the ruling party as
none approached them for
volcs.

The final ballot count sur-
faced the fact that Justice
Badrul Haider Chowdhury,
claimed to be the candidate of
national consensus, did not get
votes from any opposition
party other than his sponsor
the Awami League (91) and

one vote [rom the Ganotantri |

Party.
The denial of support to
Justice Chowdhury by the
See Page 12 Col. 7

Parties abstaining from voting
explain their positions

Justice Badrul Haider Chowdhury, flanked by Awami
League leaders, entering the Sangsad Bhaban. — Star phum

By Staff Correspondent

Sixtyfive Members ‘of the |

Parllament belonging to eight
opposition parties abslained
from voting in the presidential
clection,
were 35 from Jaliya
Party, 20 from Jamaat-e-
Islami, five from Communist
Party and one each from
National Awami Party (NAP),
Workers Party, Jatiya
Samajtantrik Dal (JSD),
National Demeocratic Party
(NDP), and Islami Oikya Jote.
The Jatiya Party
Pariamentary Party (JPPP) at
its Tuesday morning meeting
decided to abstain pleading
that election through open bal-
lot would be a ‘farce’ and the
would be president, being a
nominee, could not be a
of national unity. The
JP decision was laken also to
rotest the government's al-
rrgcd obstruction in the
party’s normal functioning and
detaining of the party
- Jamaat at f{ls meeting
Tuesday decided to stay away
because, it said, the election
was not on the basis ol national
consensus and understanding
which belied people’s expec-
lationa,
It said the pcople cxpected

a consensus in Lthe Parlilament

ch Pl;: 12 Loi 6

The chiefs of three services
made [arewell call on Acting
President Justice Shahabuddin
Ahmed at the President's
Secretariat in Dhaka on
Tuesday, reports BSS.

The Chief of Army Stall, Lt
GCeneral Muhammad Noor
Uddin Khan, the Acting Chief

" of Naval Staff Commodore

Fakhruddin Ahmed and the
Chief of Air Stall, Air Viece

Marshal Altal Hussain
Chowdhury stayed with the
Acting President for some
time.

The Acting President and
Supreme Commander of the

Armed Forces Thanked them
for their co-operation in dis-
charging his duties.

Acting President Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed, said in
Dhaka on Tuesday that public
servants should uphold the
ideal of service at all cost in
the supreme national interest.

Speaking at a [arewell ac-
corded to him by the officers
of the President's Secretariat
at the International
Conference Centre, the Acting
President said government
cmployees, being servants of
the people should discharge
their responsibilities towards

Uphold ideal of service, Shahabuddin

the masses without reserva-
tions.

He said they should be in
favour of truth, justice and
fairness alone to be able to
make sitive contributions
towards national advancement
in all iclds.

Secretary of the President's
Secretariat Mir Mustaflzur
Rahman spoke on the occa-
sion.

Justice Shahabuddin ad-
vised the public servants to
serve the elected government
with utmost sincerity o help
strengthen the nascent

See Page 12 Col. 7

ZAGREB, Oct 8 : Fighting
to ease in Croatia to-

day aficg the Yugoslav army of-

| fered a new ceasefire, but a
| Croatian official said the rebel

republic would not agree 1o its
conditions, reports agencics.

Yugosiav media reported
-purnd'k shooting but no major
overnight and battle-
fronts -u:llnd quicter than in
recent days, which saw the
fiereest fighting in a conflict
lasting meore than three
moriths.
After the Air Force rock-

cted the headquarters of
Croatian President Franjo
Tudjman on . Croatian
icaders met during tht night
to consider an army pro
to silence its guns if Croatia
lifted a blockade of army bases
by midnight (2300 GMT).
Croatian Foreign Ministry
spokcsman Anton Babic said
the offer was unacceptable. For
as long as the federal away is
present in Croatia..... how can

we take away our guardsmen?
he asked.

"They've got to stop first

because they attacked first,” he
told British Broadcasting
Corporation television from
Zagerb, the Croatian capital.

The Croatian Parllament
was due to meet o dis-
cuss making the final break
from Yugoslavia more than
three months alter declaring
inde pendence.

In Be ., Serblan lcaders
and the Y lav army, secking
to head sanctions by tLhe
European Commumnity al the
last minute, asked EC to

Biswas pledges
to uphold
Constitution

President-elect Abdur

| Rahman Biswas on Tuesday

pledged that he will keep him-

‘sell above caste and éredd as |

well as peity politics to uphold

, the Conslitution, reports UNB.

"l will remain above party
politics,” Biswas told reporters
at the Sangsad Bhavan imme-
dialecly on announcement of
the clection results.

A broad smile was th¢ in-
stant reaction of the ¢t : year-
old new President whoe was
wecaring a black suit with a
matching Lic.

"l will endcavour to uphold
the Constitution and dedicute
myscll to Lthe cause ol Lhe

masscs,” Lhe soft-spoken
President-clect said.
Justice DBadrul Halider

Chowdhury who lost to Diswas
172-92, votes In the
Presidential race was not im-
mediately available for com-
ment.

Chowdhury, famous for his
historie judgment undoing dc-
centralisation of the High
Court, retired as Chiefl Justice

early last year.
Swearing-in
today

By Staff Correspondent

President-elect Abdur
[Rahman Biswas will be swormn
in today at 4.30 pm at
Bangabhaban. He will be the
12th President of the republic.
The oath will be conducted by
the Acting Chiefl Justice MH
[ahuman,

The newly elected
President will replace the
Acting PRresident, Justice

Shahabuddin Ahmed, who, as
per the Eleventh Amendment
to the Constitution, will as-
sume the oflice of the Chief
Justice. During his 306 days in
the oflice of President since
December 6, 1990, Justice
Shahabuddin continued to
draw his salary as Chief
Justice.

His close aides indicated
that he might for voluntary
retirement. ut Justice
Shahabuddin himsell remained

See Pl't 12 Col. 1

Abstainers have

backed BNP: Hasina

By Staff Correspondent

Awami League chiel and
Leader of the Opposition
Sheikh Hasina said that Justice
Badrul Haider Chowdhury won
a moral victory im the presi-
dential election.

"Justice Chowdhury would
certainly win if the election
was held through sccret bal-
lot," she said adding, "The to-
tal process in the clection only
proved to be a moral defeat for
the BNP.”

Talking to newsmcn at her
parliament office just alter
casting her vote in the clec-

tion, Sheikh Hasina said that

her party took part in the elec-
tion registering prolest against
the election system.

Justifying the AL's partici-
pation in the election, she said
that the parliamentary system
was the commitment ol the AL
during the parliament elec-
tions and the eclection of a
President was the last step to-
wards transition to parliamen-
tary democracy.

She criticised the holding
of the poll in the Parliament
chamber saying, "Rule 311 of
the Rules of Procedure has
been violated by Lhis which has

created a bad precedence.”

- She mentioned that the chami-

ber should be used for the sit-
ting of the House only.

As regards the results of the
presidential election, Hasina
said that the result was known
since the poll was held in gpen
ballot.

She pointed out that a case
against the polling system was
already under the considera-
tion at the Court.

The AL chiel criticised
other opposition parties and
groups for their abstention in
the polling and maintained
that by doing so those parties
virtually supportcd the ruling

"They have pushed democ-
racy and the nalion towards a
critical situation for which we
are worried,” she said and
added that her party had done
whatever was nccessary Lo
uphold democracy.

Hasina observed that the
boycott of the clection was
part of the blue print for a big-
ger crisis which might be
created in future. "There is no
other reason for breaking the

See Page 12 Col. 7
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Let us give
democracy

permanent
shape : PM

Prime Minister Begum .
Khalcda Zia yesterday luw
coopcration of all the people
including the opposition pulit-
ical parties to consolidale
democracy in the couniry, re-
poris [3SS.

Giving her reaction shortly
after the result of the presi-
dential elecitifon was an-
nounced, she said the ss
of parliamentary systiem of
government which slarted
with the passage of the 12th
Amendment Bill had been
completed today with the
holding of the presidential
poll.

Begum Zia said, “let us
work unitedly to give democ-
racy a permanent shape”, she
expressed her sincere hope
that people having faith in
democracy would exiend co-
operation in consolidating
democracy.

Two enterprises

~ in CEPZ shut

down: Pak owner
escapes arrest

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Oect B:
Chittagong Export Proccssing
Zone (EPZ) authorities closed
the operations of two indus-
trial units including Pakistani
invested enterprise on
charges of involvement in
smuggling and other unethical
aflairs.

The EPZ authorities also
requested all concerned to
suspend their transactiions
with those industrial organisa-
tions.

The Pakistani enterprise
"taxfab” a readymade garments
Indullr_r and Tarek Azim
Textile Mills Limited a local
unit came under the order of
closure [rom Sunday after the
Customs Iniciligence seized a
large quantfty of econtraband

See Page 12Col. 5

= JCD-Shibir
gunfight in
Chattagong :
20 injured
From Our Staff
Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Oct 8: At
least 20 students were injured,
two critically, in a hour-long
gunfight between Lthe support-
ers of BNP-backed Jatiyalabadi
Chhatra Dal WJCD) and pro-
Jamaat Islami Chhatra Shibir
(ICS) at Chittagong Polytechnic
Institute on Tucsday.

The six JCD aclivists who
reccived bullet injuries were
admitted 4o a private clinic
whére Nuruddin and Bakiullah
were fighting for life, attended
doctors said. The other four
include JCD polytechnic unit
President Moniruzzaman
Monir and General Secretary

See Page 12 Col. 2.

BCL activist

killed, hartal

call in Munshiganj

From Our Correspondent

MUNSHIGANJ, Oct 8 : The
local unit of the Awami League-
backed Chhalra Lcague on

| Tuesday called a day-long har-

tal at Munshigan] Wednesday
in protest against the killing of

one ol its leaders.

Shahin (24), General Sec-
retary of Munshiganj | larganga
College Chhatra Sangsad sue-
cumbed to his injurics at the
Dhaka Medical College Hos-
pital (DMCH) Tuesday
alterngon.

He was first injured by
some youths on Scpiember 26
and was admitted to Mun-
shigan| Sadar tal.

Sec Page 12 Col. 4

guarantee a new M.t“ P

Hut an EC diplomat
Community, angry because ils
ceasclire ﬂ.'lh were ignored by
both sides, was unlikely tlo
agree,

Tensions remained  high in
Zagreb alter Monday's air al-
tack increased fears of all-out
civil war in Yugoslavia ., a
country of 23.5 million puph

Yugoslavia's three senilor
Croat politicians Tudjman,
federal President Stipe Mesic
and Croatian Prime Minister

Fighting eases in Croatia after tru

ce offer

Ante Markovic — narrowly

escaped when at-

tacked Tudjman's uar-

ters in Zagreb with rockets.
The PFederal Defense

and Alr Force com-

Hlnhl.l

nied responsibilily lor

the attack, raising Ft mu
tions about the J

gup-hv leaders to con the

country's well-equipped fed-

eral forces.
Croatia Slovenia on
full indepen-
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