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N 1988 authorities in

this city's Klong Tocy
port discovered aban
barrels of loxtc

Although most of the bar-
rels were traced to unknown
shippers from Singapore,
other barrcls re camc
from the United States, Japan,
hz-."rrf Tatwan.

The Jds were falsely la

belled, registered with fakc

and reccivers namcs

simply abandoned until

someconc stumbled upon them,

virtually chemical #me bombs
ticking away.

The shipping mmpnnm
mainfained that Lthey were not
the owners ol the loxic car-
goes.

o M 'h m t

shome the point that tee

toxic substances are dumped

-on wunsuspeciing countries,
lcaving pollution and potential

M

I

doned

_ ronment.
A Penang-based enviren-

A

result

T the beginning of the
century the forests of

Cote D'lveoire covered

ol r:l'un:-uun-n and
careful ment, France
has 14 millien heclares of
. forest while in Cote D'lvoire,
Ihhmﬂl'nlhrunkm E.w
than three million.

Thatl is just one h:or
. the problem of
estation seCs Lrnpicll

rainforcsts disappearing al a
rate of 142,000 squarc kilomc-
ters a year, and il is an issue
‘which is on the agenda at the
Tenth Wordd Fercsiry Congress
in Paris.

The Congress, with a theme
"Forests, a llcritage lor Lhe
[Future,” will be allended by
+ 3,000 from 160 coun-
trics and 100 inlcrnational or

z:nluuun: specialising 10

Bul some environmentalists
fear the Paris gathering will
not seriously address the prob-
lem. "The FAO strategy on
these ispucs is & lot of rhetorie
about saving the rainforest, but
in fact doing everything they
can to open i up lo commer:
cial concérns,” says Nicholas
Hilliard of The Ecologist

;m:'lm. the FAO and

World Bank have boen promot -
a wosldwide programmce
L Lhe al Forcsiry
Action Plan FAI"), which
critics claim has aclually pro-
moled commercial logging.
Marcus Colchesicr, of the
World Rainforcst Mowve nw it
says . "We have g numbswr o' ®
major concerns with relor !
the TFAP and wo're wvory ds
l‘FWiﬂlCd with prugruas o
with the forestry fssuc,
*The TFAP promwlcs cx-

pansion of commereial forestry |

without paying allcnlion to

tpevple and the root causcs of |

deforestation.”
The World Rainlorest

Movement and scveral other |

groups, acting under the um-
brella of an organisation called
Ecuropa, will slage a press
coi1 ference in Paris  on
Scpivmber 17, the ddj Lthe
Foresiry Congress opens
"We've got a ra
to put across,”

o taking care of rural people
oulside Lhe forests.”
Tropical forest has

name
as il is considered re-
sponsible for Lropi delor-

Environmentalists like
Colchester do not claim log-
ging is the only problem. "
We're not saying logging is the
main causc. It is the conver-
slon o agriculture, a lot of
which is because of poor peo-
ple with no choice.”

Howcver, logging roads and
the access they provide 1o vir-
gin forests is a major contribu-
tor Lo deforestation.
~ "There is no doubt that log-

has led the way in de-
forcsts in East Africa
and now in central Africa and
Amazonia,” Colchester said.
"Although logging may not give
the coup dec grace to forests, it
docs open them up to other
problems.”
lﬂﬁdf:amuu]l P
' o still stru for
day-lo-day survival EEIllmfl; a
tion of person or (ree.
» however much they may
e:guy discussing village affairs
under a shade tree, people arc
more inclined to think that a
standing forest is there for
immediale consumption as in-
clined to think that a standing
forest is there for imncdiate
consumptlion as it oflcrs no
hnLtn'n economic advanlagc.
such a context, a good
tree ll onc that has been
l:hﬂpp-d u.nd burned,

is dr
‘th I'uut muh::

r :;.-rlucal

1
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Toxic Wastes Dumped
in Southeast Asia

In Thailand, barrels of toxic substances have been found abandoned in Bangkok
port. Mine tailings are spreading pollution and diseases in the Philippines

the Third Worlkl
Hclwrﬁ E‘WH} says ltoxic
waste dumping has been doc

umented In Thailand, Malaysia,

Indoncsia and the Philippines.
The TWN rcperts that resi-

tory one kilometre away for ill
health, still-born babies and

the miscarriages in apparcntly
healthy women. A number of

children were found with high
levels of lcad in their blood
toxie emough to cause brain

of 108 child-bearing
women under 30 of age,
|56 were found sullering unex-

plained foctal deaths in a four-
vear pertod between 1982 and

1986. Dr T Jeyabalan, a gen-
cmal practitioncr, told a court

hnrln; evidence nsl the
located one kilonwurg
"'?;u Bukit Merah village.
Tht company. operaling
since 19832, SCs mon-

proces
azite from tin tatlings. One of
fts waste products is texic,
called thorium hydroxide.

In Indoncsia, pollution-re-
lated discascs have been de-
tected in an area bordering
Jakarta Bay. Child and infant
dcaths [rom eonvulsions are
[airly common. Aside from
miscarriages, a number of
people  developed cancer or
showed mercury poisoning,
Soeme had physical and mental
retardation, congenital birth
delects, cleft palales, paralysis,

The
sion of
a meeting

—_==

g of the world's fﬂn:sts is a growing dan
lnd to farming and by commercial luggmg
forestry experts sponsored by

Organisation (FAO), meets in Paris to try to tackle the

Service reports,

the Food and Agricu

respiratory problems, brittle
bones and other deformilies.
Jakarta Day is heavily pol-
huted. Tons of Industrial wastes
are d by some 30,000
small businesses inle the
streams and rivers that flow

into the .
h’ﬂl’hh.eluuud

- shrimps showed high levels of
 mercury. Other heavy metals,

like lead and cadmium, were
also found.

The Marcopper Minin
Corporation in céntra
Philippines allcgedly dis-
charges its copper tailings into
an open bay, the fish-
ing ground and reducing fish-
ermen's calch by 90 per cent.

“The tailings are quickly

- spreading over the scabed and

er caused both by conver-
Tenth World Forestry
iculture

But as Gemini News

some environmental groups opposed to longstanding FAO policies

on forestry, which they see as promoting logging, are planning their own event

aimed at catching media attention. By Eric Fottorino in Paris and

London.

llan Thompson in

Forests Hold Balance Between Heritage and Hunger

spite efforts in rveent
years to spread the use of im-

proved woodstoves in the wvil-
lages.

Alricans, for cxample, usc
large quantities of wnbd for
cooking and this is virtually
their only source of domestic

cnergy. In Alrica, alter periods
6f drought, farmers have

nceded alternative sources ol
income and have collected
dead wood for urban tradcors
who do not hesilate to encour

age the randem felling of trees
to supply the increasingly pop-

ulated and ing towns.
Whole arcas are subjected
lo regular felling as a result of
murky deals between local of -
[iclals, [armers and wood
traders. And they go unpun-
ished. Forest wardens are uns
der resourced and laxces on

Vietnam: the Battle

now eover an arca five kilomc-
tres and onc-hall kilome-
tre " says the Third
World Network report. “This
resulied in coral recfs
buried, the scawaler

and the fish either mlﬂ! or
driven away.”

The report adds: "Restdents
from nearby towns have not
been red the {ill-effects
caused by the tailings which
IIR formed a desert in the

b Bprdheg) Bigremesss

carry tailing

inland which destroy

agricultural land, ﬂmtﬂ:-ul
contaminaic walcr supplics.”

"Medical records show high
incidences of respiratory,
stomach and skin disorders
a coastal residonts com-

with those in towns
urther inland,” the report
continues. Interviews by the
Asia-Paciflic People’'s
Environment Nctwork also

noted abdeminal pains, diar-
rhoca, and ﬁ-ud &nmu

z:' -l’tr:l' caling fish and

shrllﬂﬂl::g:ﬂinthyhy it
also

was :

the trade and utilisation of
wood are ridiculously low. This
atlack on the forest is both
uncthical and wasteful and
threatens the luclwood supply
of whole regions of Alrica.

It is in Africa morc than
anywhere clse that the famwr
is U cnemy®of the forest, be
it Irillingly or unwillingly.
Though a peacclul enemy —
afier all, he only wanis o feed
his family — (he traditional
praclice of slash and burn
agriculiure is wreaking havoc.
Whole stands are sct alight
while the ~ultural land thus
cleared no more than
two or three scasons of forul-
ity.

Fallow s are short-
ened and crop rotations ru-
duced, then it is time 1o move
on and burn again. This is both
unsatisfactory for the farmer,
who prefers a scitled exis-
wnee, and [or the foruslt,
which requires time to de-
velop fully. In 20 years, the
harge forest of Foula n in
Guinca has shrunk from two
milion o 180,000 heclarcs.

Ol course, the attainment of
food scll-sullicicney is an ob-
scssion for many nations sub-
jected to strong population
pressurc. Many nmenis
bank on high returns {rom
agriculture and turn a blind
cyc o the clearing of primary
forcsts.

In Cole D’lvoire, the focus
on cash crop cultivation
[collee, cocoa and hevea), has
often been at the expense of
relorestation.
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MUSEVENI GETS TOUGH WITH
THE TREE-FELLERS

Uganda, with some of the finest forests in Africa, is suffering like so many other
countries from the demand for wood fuel. Some IS per cent of forest area has been
lost in a few years. The laws are loose. Now, reports Gemini News Service,
President Museveni is cracking down. He says Uganda must not suffer ecological
catastrophe and threatens detention without trial for tree-fellers. by Ndyakira Amooti

RESIDENT Yoweri
Muscveni of Uganda has

' ordered an end to all
indiscriminate tree-felling and
has warned he will invoke
presidential powers to detain
without trial those bent on

destroying the country's
forests.
He told on a tour of

the ceniral district : "We are
not prepared to see the coun-
try plunged into an ecological
catastrophe.”

Muscveni has accusced forest

officials of corruption and inef-

ficiency and given district
commissioners discretionary
powers lo arrest people dect-
mating the forests.

The President
tion governing unmhmh'ﬂ:

weak and full of loopholcs. The'

Forest Department tried to
pre-cmpt him by -muundl?l
was nullavll‘ pitsawing. Yet

most pitsawyers are not regls-
tered and have been given a
free hand on private land.
Forests iIn land are

mostly out of the department's
control

The Minisity of Energy,
Mincrals and Environment
Protection supported the
pitsaw ban and called for
controls on charcoal burning,
but it misled the Uﬁd
public by declaring on
timber ex-ports. In lact, the
ban affected unbr the ekport of
raw Uimber by a government
parastatal, Uganda |lardwares.
An Indian-owned private firm,
meantime, is making a fortunc
exporting semi-finished
timber goods.

The Institute of Tropical
Forests says that just aller
independence in 1964 Uganda
had 6,500 Lkm of forest
cover. By the beginning of the
Eightics this was down to
5,500 sp km — a 15 per cent
loss. The Institute cstimalcs
the forest will be down to
4,000 sp km by the turn of
the century.

Under pressurce from inter-
national donors and conscrva-

tion organisations the m-
mecnt forced Lthe Forest
Department, hitherto Inter-

csted in wood cxploilation
rathcr than conservation, (o
put aside 50 per cent of the
loresl arca as naturc rescrves,
Museveni himscll has paid
particular attention to the re-
serves on the legendary

Mountains of the Moon by
turning that area inlo national
parks. Parliamentary bills have
created new conservation
ancas.

The Forestry Department
had refused to give up comtrol
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crisis. Since Muscveni ordered
the end of indiscriminate cut-
:d'll_ﬂnphﬂlh'-

in Kampala has doubled in
cleciricity board has raised its

prices.
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of the new parks and Muscveni
had to intervene personally.
Bwindi and Mgahinga in tLhe
south western Virunga
Mountains are the home of
threequarters of the remain-
ing gorillas in the world.

The parks also prolect
critical water catchment zones
and are Lthe source of hundreds
of rivers and streams in
Western Uganda. These rivers
pour waters into the Nile.
Reduction of the fllow through
environmental degradation
could scriously endanger the
Nile.

In 1982 vwood fucl accoun-
ted for 96 per cent of the total
energy consumed iIn the
country and Ugandan [amilics
arc feeling the effect of the
ncw restrictions on tree felling
in their kitchens.

There is now a serious fuel

for Trees.and Fields

O most people the

world over the word

"Victnam”® [lashes
instant visions of despcraltc
combal, invariably fought in
endless jungles of
impenetrable green.

This "TV and movic” view of
the ancient nation of Vietnam
fosters two ‘major misconcep-
tions: that the Vietnamcese
people, proud to a fault, arc
forever at war with somce one
or other, if not with them-
selves; and that physically
Vietnam, the whole of it, is
“Jungle country.”

"The whole world has come
to think of us as just a battle-
ground. Vicinam is a nation
and we arc a people. We have
a history and drcams and
hopes like every-body clse.
Thl: uicker cverybody gets

is obscssion about lht:
m the better for all of us,”
said an official of the Ministry

“The only war going on in
Vietnam is thc war to put the
ceonomy back on its feet and
lo save our nalional environ-
ment. Hnl.htr than too much

Eﬂ. ycar now we have
and Il.'.ll The highlands

are more denuded than at any
time in our long history. As for
the lowlands, there is little,
too little, jungle left." :
Above 80 per cent of
Vietnam's terrain, the official
pointed out, is nol tropical
rain forests but mountain, hill
and highland. Once thesc up-
land arcas were heavily
forcsted. Some: have already
become¢ wasticlands. Many
more lotler 1{::::11::11.13 on
the brink. more ﬂlfhl
uﬁp:fn :Lm of the lowla
are rinking; are in
fact far less green E they
were during the most fero-

cious periods of the hellish
wars.

Vietnam, in short, is lacing

the same relentlessly growing
threat thal confronts practi-

cally every other developing
nation — and not a few of 1houc

designated as “developed”
the world over: massive de fnr—
estation and all its accompany-
ing wocs.

A 2 000-kilometre {.:ll' ride
from [lanoi to Ho Chi Minh
City over bone-jarring “roads”
presents irrcfutable evidence
that the battleground in
Victnam has switched from
the "winning of hcarts and
minds” Lo the saving of trees
and [iclds.

Tall hills and rolling high-
lands once cool and green with
pine or Chinese [ir strain
wearily from the woundcd
carth in long hot stretehes of
stony grey, dusly tan or baked-
out brown. Every 100 kilome-
tres or so ol this seemingly
endless via dolorosa greal
slashes of rockfall and land-
slide cul like unhealed scars
through what was once good
pasture or farmland. In all too
many places along the coast,
-the beauly of the beaches with
their clcan white sands and
clear blue-green sca gives way

to'the even clearer menace of
shil’ting duncs marching inland
to smother rice and [ruit
ficlds, swallow entire villages.

All along this painful pil-
grimage — the condition of
Highway One itself, Vietnam's
only major north-south route: is
perhaps commentary cnough
on the unhappy state of the
country — loo many lowns and
hamlcts liec listless in the
killing sun hammered scnsc-
less by crosion, descrtification,
salination, walcr-logging or
new and unwclecome aridity, al
once the consequences ol past

. deforestation and the advange |

agents of more 1o come.

It is8 not that the
Victnamese are unaware of
these problems. Vietnam has,
‘in [act, one of the most ambi-
tious reforestation. or

‘regreening,” programmes of
any Third World nation.

The trouble is that major

cflorts to save an already badly |

cnvironment are an

-expensive business; and I

there is one thing the
Victnamese do not have in
abundance it is moncey.

"A cabincl minister once
asked me just how much it
would cosl o do everything
neccessary Lo pul our environ-
ment into healthy shape,” said
the forestry official.

“When | otold him, | didn't
know whether he was going to
faunt, ery, sercam or fire me on
the spot. Bul the problem is
still there. [t cannot be solved
on Lthe cheap.”

Yet the vast amounts of for-
cign ald and investment that
the Victnamese optimistically
cxpeeted to flow in once the
lighting was over have so far
been disappointing. They have
come not as a river bul a
trickle.

Funding for protection of
the environment and reforest-
ing the country has been par-
ticularly parsimonious. These
activitics, though inescapably
necessary, do not readily at-
lracl investors, privale or gov
crnmental. Profits, if any, usu-
ally do not register for
decades.

"Easily the_best of our few
Iricnds in dealing with this
problem has becn, and is, the
World Food Programme,” said
the official. "WFP doesn't have
lo worry about profits and the
ageney's officials understand
long-term  public prnhl:mu
that simply huve lo be solved.”

The World Food Programme
(WFP?), the United Nations
specialised ngozlr.ry that uses
f[ood commodities and services
as development aid, has «as-
sisted Vietnam sincc 1984
through 48 long and short
lerm projects, six still in oper-
alion, with food aid valued at
US 8320 million. A r em-
hasis of WFP's larger and

-lerm projeets has been
on irrigation, watershed man-
agement and rchabilitation, al-
forestation and reforestation —
in short on protlceting and
restoring the nation's envi-
ronment, with much of the

labour [inanced through WFP's
"Food for Work™ programme. -
"This [ood aid has allowed
us to pay [or projecis we just
couldn't aflord on our own.
Wc're broke, you know — flal
broke,” the official said.

Broke indeed. * Viclnam's
per capila income last ycar was
just US 8200, slightly above
that of Asja’s very poorest
countries Bangladesh,
il::l:‘-1|~:r1ﬂzn. Blt:ulnm and Nepal —

ul nol by cnough o br
about. & o

Just how bad is Vietnan's
cnvironmental situation?

"As bad as wc can bear,”
said the official. "If we don't
solve Lhis problem, wec might
as well give up on cverything
clse.”

A [cew statistics bear out the
official’'s lament. In 1943,
Victnam's [orests totalled 13
million heclarcs covering 42
per eent of the national terri-
tory. [3y 1982 the lorested area
had shrunk to 7.8 million
hectares or 23 per ecent of the
land arca. Victnamese forests
loday arc cstimated at no more
than six million hectares or
about 20 per cent of the land.
To make mallers worse, Lhe
forests are still shrinking at an
annual ratc of 240,000
hectares a ycar.

"Il this gocs on another
generation we will have liter-
ally no forests left,” said the of-
ficial. "And il we lose our
forcsis we are certainly going
to lose all our watersheds and
then our agricullure as well,
There is nothing hypothetical
aboul Lhis. It is as certain and
incvilable as two phus lnp
cquals four,

"We arc and always have
been an agricultural people, a
nation of farmers. If we don't
stop this cnvironmental disas-
ter iﬂ. will one day face star-
vation.” — Depthnews Asia

SOILED SPLENDOUR
THE TRASHING OF
THE HIMALAYAS

Once 1t would have been hard to believe — that the
huge, pristine wilderness of the mighty Himalayas
might need protection from people littering the
landscape with their trash. But it has become a
serious problem and, as Gemini News Service
reports, there are now calls for an international
conference to find ways of controlling the dispoilers.

By A J Singh
HE slopes of the
world's highest pcaks

-in the Himalayas, which
stretch for almost 2,400 km
across India, Nepal, Pakistan,
Bhutan and China, were once a
pristine wilderness. But no
more. Desecration by climbers
and adventure travellers has
set in molion, their ecological
degradation.

Food cans, oil cannisters,
ropes, toilet paper, cigarctte
packets, chocolate wrappers,

‘film containers and more litter

the trails to the world famous
peaks.

Until a decade or lwo ago, it
was a relatively minor problem.
Today, it's rcached a point
where the limalayas need pro-
tection.

The worst-affected region is
that around the world's tallest
peak, Everest (29,028 (i),
whose summit marks the bor-
der between Nepal and Tibet.
Chris Boningion, a conqueror
of Everest, has called it the
world's highest junkyard.
"There is so much (junk) up
there that a [ull-scale expedi-
tion will be nceded to remove
it,” he said.

For ycars, the dumping of
junk occurred only on the
Nepalese side of the Himalayas
Recently, . climbing Everest

{from thc Tibetan side, up the

E:'lh-cut ridge, has become
craze. Already huge piles of
'I.I'I.Ilh have accumulated on this
tradl.

Rongbuk, the world's h
est monaslery, which is t
setting of the [ictional place
called Shangri-la, was ceing
used as a rubbish dump and
toilet by the climbers. Further
up the slope, there is a magnil-
icent view of Everest's snow-
covered North face from the
6.500m Advance Base Camp,

now spoiled by abandoned oxy-
gen canisters and other
garbage scattered , across the
moraine, reports Danny
Gattings, another climber.

Part of the problem lies in
the growing number of expe-

ditions wanting to make il to
the top of Everest. When
Edmund Hilary of New Zcaland
and Tenzing Norgay of Nepal
first scaled Everest on May 29,
1953, there were no ‘'more
than a dozen expeditions a
year to the Himalayas, amount-
ing Lo barely 100 trekkers.
Today there are 300 expedi-
tions and more than 100,000
trekkers roaming Lthe
Himalayas.

For cexample, during this
climbing season, which hq..,un
on March 1, there'are scven
mountaineering tcams which
will be trying their luck on
Everest alone. They include
tecams from Australia,
Switzcrland, Korea, Ncpal and
the United States. The US has
fielded three teams which will
follow the traditional south-
easl route via the inhospitable
South Col.

Everest is still the most
sought-alter of the 104 pcaks
in Nepal opened to climbers. It
is booked up by mountaincers
for the next seven years.

In all, about 70 major cxpe-
ditions [rom around the world
have been permilied to scale
the Himalayas highest pcaks.
These include Dhaulagiri
(26,790 ft), Annapurna (26,
504 1), Kanchanjunga (28,250
ft), Mansalu (27,790 ),
Makalu (27,790 fi), Nan
Parbat (26,660 M), Turich
(25,236 [(t), Nanda Devil
(25.645 N), lying in India,
Nepal, Tibet and Pakistan.

Shafat 14,400 N) is
the traditional base camp for 3

Many [amilics will be foreed
of mcals

to cutl the n
thcy prepare cach and this
could increase malnutrition.

Schools, hotels and
institutions like the
police and the

tohu:-.
indusiry will be affected.’ |

1986 charcoal ang fuel-
cnergy was accounting
for 54 per cent ol the expendi-
ture of the main chﬂn of
Uganda hotels.
Mecanwhile, huge trans-bor-
der smuggling of charcoal out
of Uganda is going, on, particu-

cnﬂmnTnL Yet they do net-
notice reduction of tree
cover and accept

this 8
- — GEMINI NEWS

to 4 cxpedilions each year for

those intending to climb the

twin Nun Nun peaks. Recently,
an Indo-Tibetan Border PPolice

E:r. ition burnt a tonne of

ﬁ{rhagc there which had hﬂ:n
by climbers.

The worst littered arca in
the Indian Himalayas, however,
is the Tapovan area around
Gangotri, and in Ladakh.

Things are no better on the
Pakistani side of the moun-
tains. Chris DBoninglon saw
heaps ol Lins, bottles and plas-
tie containers littered around

the basc camp at the foot of
the Diamir face of Nanga
Parbal (26,660 [t). He pho-
tographed them for his BBC
TV scrics, identilying the na-
tionalitics of the culprits by
the labels on the

Bhutan is the only céuntry
in the region where the
Ilimalayas have been spared
such dumping. The reason is
simple : the kingdom does not
permit foreign teams to climb
itls pecaks or go trekking to the
higher reaches of the
| limalayas.

John Barry, who headed a
voluntcer DBritish trekkin
tcam last year which t:lmuug
garbage [rom the southern
slopcs of Everest said : "Many
cxpeditions to Everest have
been British and our climbers
appear to be extremely untidy.
The tlimbers are tired at the
end of their trip and are glad
to be alive. Rubbish is the last
thing on their mind.” g

llowever, publicity given to
the littering by the climbers,
and the threat it poses to the
Himalayan environment, is
crealing an awarcness of the
damage which is beginning to
spread around the world.

The Indian Mountaineerin
Association (IMA) has now IIJ.
down guidelines for anyone
climbing in the Indian
Ilimalayas. It has offered cash
incentives to all expeditions
which clcan up their camps
behind them.

-

A litmalayan Adventure
Trust (I1AT) formed two ycars
ago in India, has drawn a strict
code of conduct for trekkers,
and in Nepal the' tourism min-
istry, which monitors all
meuniainecring activity, has
made it mandatory for exped|-
tions to leave no litter.

Possibly as a resull, the size

of teams to Nepal has
begun o . though
th:.-::m:bcrﬂ:mmt



