the
ground of ance. The Act
was not ﬂofl.:r ol lundamen-
tal rights because MP’s would
vote under scll-imposed re-

sigictions as per law.
ng his submission

the Constitution.

Barrister lslam said ty
before law under 27,

31 were also subverted by Lhe
Act because a voter be
cxposcd and made vulnerable

wholv objeet of making the law
was lo commil mischicls. Dy
making MPs vulncrable the Act
would destroy Lhe consultative
process of inner-party democ-
racy. it would have long term
consequences, he said.

The counscl quoted from a
mmmumw
nul:rtlhllthcriﬁu lo veting

was prescrvalive of all other
rights. I this right is lost, ev-
erylthing is lost. This would
lcad 0 destruction of democ-

racy.
He argued thalt ‘ballot’ was
introduced o ensure secrel

The lcarncd :
only Article 48 of the
Conslitution is dcvoled to
presidential clection. Article
70 (against [loor ‘crossing)
rcfers nol to the clection but
toe Lhe proccedings of
Parliament. Barrister Is an-
swered in the allirmaltive.

judge sal

The then asked @ why
then clay in Qiling the
casc 7

Barrister Islam replied :
members of PMarliament tried
the political process o have a
conscnsus. And as il failed they
took the last resort of protec-

tion of the Court.

The learned judge : you
challenged when the
Ordinance was mul :

Barrister Is : mischief

was also in the Act itselll

The learncd judge : il you
had suffered mischicl why you
waited till the Ordinance was
promulgated ?

Barrister Islam : ‘we were
pursuing the struggle in the
Parltament, an organ ol the
government. Now we are scek-
ing support of the court, an-
other organ of the govern-
menl.’

Pleading in [avour of the
praycr for stay, he said there
was no constilutional neccssil
of holding thc presidentia
clection on Oclober 8 and no
olther su ucnt date. The
Conslitution 11th Amendment
Act provides that the Acting
President ean conlinue in his
office till a ncw President
clected under law enters upon
the office.

He further submitted that
the rules of procedure [ramed
under Article 75 of the
Constitution prohibited the use
of the chamber of the
Parliament for any purposc
other than scssions of the

From Page 1 Col. §
ercial Banks (NEDs) werc' all
guaraniced by the government.
The sources noted that
llousing Development Finance
:Eonuon (1IDFC) in India
draw a loan of 250 mil-
lion us dollars in 1990-81
from the International Bank of
Reconstruction and Develop-
ment (IBIRD) under a guaranice

providced by Lthe government of
India.

KAFCO was reapproved by
the Excculive Commitice of
the National Economic Council
(ECNEC) in April last. The
thorny issuc about the letter of
guaranice on cxporl credils
was also sortcd out at a meet-
ing between the inter-minds-
terial ollicials and KAFCO rcp-
rescnlatives in June last. Fresh
anruerl n KAFCO emer-

I.ﬁuc developments.

E-nrl.lu forcign ltmrchuld*
ers cxpressed their dismay at
the cabinct decision to -
tiate the terms of Lhe agree-
ment for the :

Agrecements on the 459
million US dollar KAFCO pro-
ject under joint venture were
signed by the sharcholders
llknghdclh Chemical lndu:-

(BCIC), J
nu: Danish, Dulch lml
Brn.hrhi at the fag end of the

Ershad regime.

Aflter the fall of the Ershad
government, the agreemcnts
of the project came undcr
criticism from vlrhul quarters

who termed them unequal and
against the thnl.'lh'hlﬂul.
Under the ments, Ba-
ngladesh is to supply the main
raw » BAas, m the
[actory at umul.unl pﬂuhth:l’
76 cenis pulmdt.ﬂam

nmenl sources say the inter-
national commercial gas price

miticd

ng MPs for prest
dential clection in the cham:
ber of the Parliament was i
able 10 be duclarcd woid.
Holding of the muecling there
would vielate the sanctity of
the chamber. The notice
scrved 0 cach MP in this re-

thus alse was nol in ac-
cordance with law.

Atlorney Gencral Aminul
Huq said, the view thal ballot
should always bc sccret was
not correct. In the United
States there was clection of
the President through opcen
ballot for 200 years. Those who
voled against party candidatcs
were regarded as Cfaithless
volcrs'.

Darrisier Amirul lslam re-
torted : this was meant for re-
scarch to detcrmine voling
patiern not to identify persons.

The AL General sub-
that the peclitioners
who prayced for stay did nol
challcnge the Act when it was
passcd, and nobody was ag-
grieved by the Act Ull the op-
posilion the nominations
of their candidates in the
clection. The wril petition was
bascd on merce apprchension
that they may be affccted by
Article 70, bul apprchension
could not be the cause of

lle said Article 70 was
meant for cnsuring stability
and political disciplinc.

Aminul lluq said the fun-
damental rights ol a citizen
and those of an MPP were dil-
ferent. One becomes subject o
some scll-imposcd restrictions
as soon as onc¢ becomes a
member of a party, becausc he
cannol violate party manifesto
and rules. Thus Lhe Act was
not violulive ol Article 39 of
the Constitution.

Mcmbers of Parliament
were nol an ‘clecloral college’
as claimed by pelitioners,
Aminul lluq argucd nddllg
MPs only l'uncuum:d in a di
ferent capac 1{. while clecting a

president. ¢ Conslitution
dol:l nol qualify the clection by
using the word ‘sccret’, he
said.

The Allorncy General said
the Act was nol violative of
Articlcs 27 and 31 becausc
therc was no discrimination
between MDPs and parties in
the Act,

The learned judge : was
there any restriclion on [ree-
dom of conscicnee ?

Attorncy Gen @ ‘we are talk-
ing about voling system. I[ the
pciitioners have accepled

Article 70 by consensus, therc
is no ground of ap fon’,
The prima facte of thy, casc

thus did not stand in the cye of
law, he said.

About holding of clection in
the Parliament chamber, he
said Lhis was the practice in
India and DPakistan. In
Bangladesh oo, on three car-
licr occasions such clections
were held in the chamiber of
the Parliament.

The Attorncy General said
‘we wanl thc implementation
of parliamentary democracy in
accordance with Lhe
Constitution 12th Amendment
Act as soon as possiblc. Stay
will dclay the process.”

The Attorncy Genceral was
assisted by Dcpuly Atlorncys
Gencral Salchuzzaman and
llasan Aril; and Barristcr
Amirul Islam by Zakir Ahmed,
Mcsbahuddin and Gaziul

lHaquc.

KAFCO deal

is three dollars per 1000 cit.

Offlicial -uum maintaincd
that could guaran-
tee the 30 per cent share held
by the BCIC teeing the
repayment of the entire pro-
ject loans as per earlier
agrcement is an © con-
dition”, the ollicials said.

Industrics Sccrctary Shalfiul
Alam told The Daily Star thal a
ncw committee was reviewing
the whole project in details.
The guarantcee clauses are also
being scrutinised and new
modec of payment is being con-
sidercd.

The Industrics Sccretary
could not, however, tell
whether the Octlober 12 dead-
line sct for signing of the let-
ter of guaranice would be
maintained, lle said the Plan-
ning Minister and the Indus-
trics Minister have been in-
ducled to the committee with
the Industrics Minister as the
convencr. of the commitiee.

'‘Definitely we want to scc
the project get a start-up and
wc are contemplating that is-
sues standing on the way of its
successful implementation
would be resolved’, the secre-
tary told The Daily Star.

KAFCO Managing Director
maintaincd that 75 cent floor
price for gas was fixed “to pro-
teet Lhe (Bangladesh) govern-
ment.” le sald the Inter-
nationsl Finance Corporation
(IFC), the private

sector
branch of the World Bank

requested lowering of the floor
price of gas during negotiation
of the promolers’ agreement.
He lnld initially, the floor
price was sci at n.nu basing
on the bright forecast for Urea
export in 1985-86. Bul afller-
wards the Urca price came
down in the inicrnational mar-
ket and it became evident that
$1.50 floor price

Demoeratic Students |
educiational institutions.

He said that the peoplc who
voled Lo elect Ui MPs would
wanl lo know what the clectod
MPs were doing in Parllament
and whether they were
upholding their cause.

Farida Hasan MP alsv spoke
appreciating the annulment ol
the Ordinanc.

Abdullah Al-Noman however
urged the parta \Ps to uphold
unity among Lthe party mom
bers and strenglthen the organ-
isation for the future of thc
party. He also gave some advicce
on how to organisc the voling

on Tucsday.
Briefing newsman alfler the
mecling DBNP Seccretary

GCeneral and LGRD Minister
Abdus Salam Talukder cx-
presscd his conlidence that
the ruling party nominec
Abdur Rahman Biswas would
win the race.

Salam Talukdcr also told
the rcporters Lhat his party
hid discussions with all other
partics in Parliament except
the Awami League on the issuc
ol the president clection.

He also denied the report
that therc was growing discon-
tent in the ruling party and
said confu<ion had been cre-
aled unnccessarily over the
President Election  Act

(amendiment) Ordinance.
On a question whether the

IBNI” would gct support of
Jamaat in the presidential
clection, Barrister Salam
Talukder said that during the
last ninc - yecar movemcent
against autocracy the BNP had
always plcaded for maintaining
llaison with the Jamaat and
supported il on many issucs.
But the Awami League,
which used to opposc the in-
volvemcent of the Jamaat in the
movement maintained good

Iu'l\ I:ruugl imid

relations with the Jnnuut n
the dark of night. They
now mecling cach other in tlu:

daylight he added.

ALPP meet

The Awami League Par-
llamentary Party (ALPIY) has
dccided lo support Justice
Badrul Haider Chowdhury in
Tucsday's presidential clec-
hon.

Terming Justice Chowdhury
as the national consensus can-
didate it urged all MDPs irre-
spcetive of party afliliations to
vole for him.

The decision was Llaken
unanimously at the ALPP
mecting held Sunday cvening
in the office of the opposilion
leader in the Parliament build-
ing. However, the AL lcader-
ship had to fate qucstions
from party MPs on Justice
Chowdhury's recent mecting
with Jamaat-c-Islami's spiritual
lcader Golam Azam, who is yct
to get citizenship.

The meeting was presided
owver by Deputy Leader of the
Opposition Abdus Samad Azad.

According to AL sources,
when the agenda on support-
ing Justice Chowdhury was
tabled at the mectling, a num-
ber of AL MPs wanted clarifi-
cation on Justice Chowdhury's
said mecting with Golam Azam.
They deplored the holding of a
mceting with a pcerson like
Golam Azam, a Pakistani citi-
zen who acted against the lib-
cration of Bangladesh.

Some MPs qucstlioned as to
how a party like Lhc AL could
support a candidate who
sought blessings from a pcrson
like Golam Azam.

To defuse the rescniment
ol the party MPs, the AL lcad-
crs clarified under what cir-
cumstances Justicc Chowdhury

i Pros == on Lin ||hi‘|hil | -

o -
o

t'l;"rlih CoT s N el 1y Lo prote=t Lerromism an e

"""511‘“" oo

mel Colam Azam.

Tofael Ahmed (old the

mecting that Jusiiee Chow-
dhury was schedulid o mect
Jamaal leaders Friday night Lo
discuss Jamaat Ml's’ volces In
his favour. Dut wlhwn he was
taken to the muocting venuc,
Justice Chowtdhur, was sur-
priscd 10 sce Golam Azam
present there.
Al lcadcrs told party Mi’s
that _JusUyec Chowdhury's
mectling with Golam Azam was
nol scheduled.

The AL leadcers also assured
their MPs that Juslice
Chowdhury did not discuss
anylthing about Golam Azam's
citizenship at the meeting.

The ALPP mecting de-
manded repeal of Election of
President Act 1991 and
termed its provision for an
open ballol as undemocralic.

The mecting condemned
the conspiracy in London to
kill party chicf Sheikh Hasina
and dcemanded clarification
from the Forcign Ministry on
this issue. The mecting also
condemned the armed atlack
on Sheikh llasina allcgedly by
BNP supporters during the by -
clection in Dhaka on
Scptember 11.

The ALPI® urged all MPs to
support the Indemnity Ordi-
nance (Repeal) Bill during the
cnsuring Parllamcent session.
The ALPP mecting demanded
adequate reclicfl measures in

the [Mood afllected arcas
including the northern
districts.

The mecting was attended
by 65 AL MPs. Other party MD’s
arc cxpected to reach Dhaka
tod.wy, said AL sources.

The ALPP meetling was acl-
journed till tod:ayv (Mondav). A
joint meeling ol the ALPP (ind
the AL Working Coninitiee

| enEEI || tomorrow"

will be held at 4 pim wod.
the cemtral office of the p.iy.

JPPP mect

NISS adds: the Jallya Party
Parlia-mentary Party Sunday
held a mecting at the Jatiya
Sangsad Bhaban and reviewed
the over all socio-economic
and political situation obtain-
ing in the country.

The party also rcvicewed the
situation in the flood-hil arcas
of the northern districts and
called for providing adequate
relicl materials and medical
scrvices Lo the distressed peo-
ple.

The meeting was scheduled
(o be held at 11 am bul it was
delayed by scveral hours be-
cause ol the abscnce of the
party central lcaders, includ-
ing Acting Chairman Mizanur
Rahman Chowdhury, MDD,

Moudud Ahmed MP and
Scerclary Genceral Shah
Moazzem Hossain, MP. They

rcturncd from Chitlagong in
the afternoon and joined the
meetling.

The mecting was deferred
till October B at 9 am, the
JPPP sources said.

Among others, former
home minister Mahmudul
Hasan, former communications
minister Anwar llossain, MPD,
former land minister Tajul
Islam Chowdhury, former agri-
culture minister Sardar Amjad
llossain, Fazle Rabbi, MP,
Advocale Fazlc Rabbi, M’ and
Reazuddin Ahmed were pre-
scnt at the mecting.”

Later, the JPI’P” accorded a
rceeplion to the JIP members
of Parliament cleeted in the
by-clections including Acting
Chairman Mizanur Rahman
howdhury, Scerctary Genceral
shah Moazzem lHossain, Karim
Uddin [3harasha and PParitosh
Chakrabarty.

Different political partics
and organisations strongly
condemned the mectings of
both the presidcential candi-
dates with the Jamaat leader
Prof Golam Azam who lost his
citizenship for his anti-libcra-
tion role.

The partics and organisa-
tions cxpressed surprise over
the incidents and termed
them as unexpected and
against the spirit of the
Liberation War,

Representatives at the Fifth
Congrcess of the Communist
Party of Bangladesh in a resolu-
tion adopted Sunday strongly
resented the mectings of the
two presidential candidates
with Golam Azam, a Pakistani
citizen who had lost his
Bangladcesh citizenship for his
role against the Liberation War.

Voters in the presidential
clection are the MPs, the reso-
lution pointed out and said the
countiry’'s patriotic forces had
. become angry over the meet-
ings of the candidates with
Golam Azam.

The acts. by the candidates,
particularly of former Chief
Justice DBadrul Haider
Chowdhury were beyond the
cxpeclations ‘of the pro-libera-
| ton forccs.

The resolution further said
such activitics that strengthen
the autoeralic and anti-li
ton forces were not desirable.

The Five-Party Alliance at a
mecling Saturday night said
that the presidential eandi-

was ‘too high'

datcs had tarnished the d ty
of the whole nation as well a
the image of the rﬂuldpnual
poll by sceking the blessings of
Golam Azam and assuring him
citizenship.

The mncljng strongly op-
poscd such a conduct gy the
two candidates which it said
had marrcd démeocratic values,

Bangladesh  Nagorik
Committce in a statement is-
sucd Sunday cxpressed sur-
prisc over the sceking of sup-
porl by Lhe two presidential
candidales from a person who
lost his for his anii-
liberation role and for doing

‘tllegal’ and 'secret’ politics in

Lawyers blast Badrul |

By Staff Correspondent

the country

The nt:tl;rly-furmcd allfance |

of cight lelt-lcaning studcent
organisation in a statementl
Saturday said that the mccet-
ings werc uncxpccted, and
‘against democratic norms and
the spirit of the Liberation
War at a moment when the na-
tion. was dcmanding the
ousler of Golam Anm from the
country.

The people can't expect
such candidatcs to uphold the
valucs of the war of [reedom,
who forgel Golam Azam's role
and scck his cooperation for
their sclfish cnds.

BNP's student [ront
Jaulyatabadi Chhatra Dal at a
gathering on the Dhaka
Universily campus on Salurday
said allhnug the Awami
League often cxpresses its ha-
tred for the Jamaat and Golam
Azam il had started shaking
hands with the Jamaat for its
own inlcrest.

DUCSU AGS Najimuddin
Alam and JCD leader Ali Akkas
Nadim addresscd the rally.

Samajtanirik Chhatra Front
in its statemi¢nt Saturday said
those who surrender to the
anti-libcration forces could
never uphold the spirit of the
l.lhcru.unn War,

UP Congress likes
Sonia to contest
from Amethi

NEW DELHI, Oct 6 : The
election commitice of the
Uttar Pradesh Congress (1) to-
day unanimously rccommen-
ded Mrs Sonia Gandhf's namc
as Lhe party candidate for the
bye-election from Amecthi,
reports PTI.

liowever, sourccs close to
her remained tight-lipped
about her future plans.

The central
Mrs Sonia Candhi to take a de-

cision on ﬂntnlliu from
Amethi.

mpvmn--*ﬂ' .
K Karunakaraf have lefl it o

Leopard inJS

By Staff Correspondent

A leopard appeared at the
Sangsad Bhavan Sunday
evening.

The eight feet long and
three feet high Ieopard locally
called ' was brought
from village Bicharabandh in

Baralekha upazila of
Moulvibazar.
The caged leopard was pre-

sented to Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia by Finance
Minister Saifur Rahman at a
simple ceremony at Sangsad
Bhavan premises. .

The nding over of the
spotted tiger took place just
before the meeting of BNP
Parliamentary Party. Ministers,
MPs and others were present
on the occasion. Later, the
Prime Minister gave the tiger
to Fisheries' and Livestock
Minister Abdullah Al Noman to
be kept in Dhaka zoo.

The inhabitants of
Bicharabandh village captured
the leopard on September 28.

Chosen few
attend

LLZ s wedding

Lﬂ'ﬁ OLIVOS, Calif, Oct 6 :
Elizabeth Taylor tried to keep
reporters lwi]r from her

eighth trip to the altar Sunday
to trucker-construction
wm.ny Fortensky in a
private, fairytale ceremony for

Hollywood's chosen few, re-
ports AP.

Pop star Michael Jackson, a
close friend of the actress,
hosts the t cere at
his lavish Neverland ranch in
the Santa Ynez Valley wine
country. The property 100
miles (180 kilometers) north-
west of Los Angeles offered
seclusion and security.

Miss Taylor, 59, announced
In the world in July that she

the 39-year-old

m fessing her love
dnvuﬂnl:lmm-,pmnm

Khaleda

Fronn Pave | Col. 4
Prime Minister snaid secking

cooperation of all concerned
and thc local people for its
implementation.

Begum Zia lauded the role
of the Chinese rmment in

the devclopment efforts of the l

country’'s r scctor.

She thanked the visiting
Chincse Vice Minister for
Machinery and Electricity Lu
Yiansun for his prescnce al to-
day's foundation laying cere-
mony at Rauzan. Begum Zia
conveyed her thanks to
Chinese President Yang Sang
Kun, Premicr LI Peng and the
Chincse pcople.

Beijing will provide Tk, 525
crore ‘to bear the entire cost of
the construction of the station,
first Chincse assisted project
in the power sector Iin

Bangladesh. The Project is |

scheduled to be completed by
1993,

Addressing the function,
visiting Vice-Minister for
Machinery and Electricity ex-
pressed oplimism that the ex-
isting friendly relations be-
tween China and Bangladesh
would enhance under able

lcadership of Prime Minister |

Begum Khaleda Zia.

Minister for Energy and
Minecral Resources Dr. Khand-
kar Mosharral Hossain, Plann-
ing Minister Zahiruddin Khan,
Forest and Environment Mi-
nister Abdullah-Al-Noman, Co-
mmunication Minister Ol
Ahmed also addressed the
function which was attended
among others Chinese
Ambassador in D Chen
Songlu and senior civil and
military officials.

Khaleda visits
site where Zia

was buried first

Addressing a sponiancous
gathering in the mazar pre-
mises she said the present

rnment would work re-

ntlessly to implement the

19-point programme of Sha-
heed President Zia

She called upon all to ex-
tend their cooperations o the
present democratic govern-
ment in Iimplementing its

uplift programmes.

From Page | Col. §
The Daily Star last night that
the BNP had not yet
npproached their party to volc

for its nominee, former

Desides, the Jatlya Party al-
leged llﬂ ru rl'.lr-:lup—
hold - bhc meeting in
hit l-hndly and werc
1le0 uﬂll' mlﬂll

Jamaat Im;:ltrl told The
nl ﬂulhﬂmiomlch-

held no
:hcmnllﬂ'tht tll'ﬂ'u:d-”
nl:l!l‘l.llut. tal ¢

The leaders, howcver, ldmlt

tcd that BNP candidatec Abdur

Rahman Diswas himsell was

contacting the Jamaat leader-
almost everyday.

contacted over icle-

phone lcaders of the Jamaat

Parliamentary Party cxpressed
anguish at the ruling party for
not accepling some of their
demands including implemen-
tation of Lhe enquiry
report on Chit Uni-
versity, and action against
thosc who assaulied Matiur
Rahman Nizamdi in Dhaka
University, ctc.

The Jamual was also angry
that its student front was not
invited 1o the meeting ol stu-
dent rcprescnlatives con-
vened the Education
Minister last weck to discuss
the campus situation. :

The Jamaat leaders said
that the ruling party seemed
indifferent to the Jamaal's
decmands and hcn:c nurnt of

the ruling
contacted L;m over the lut

lhree
Jamaat high command
sources indicated that unicss

DU teacher
assaulted
by students

By DU Correspondent

A Dhaka University teacher,
Ataur Rahman, was assaulted
Saturday evening in front of his
room at the International
Hostel of the University al-
legedly by three students of
the Dhaka Dental College.

Ataur Rahman, Assisiant
Profcssor of the Inilcrnational
Rclations Department in a
statement alleged that he was
attacked by three unidentified

youths on the first floor of the
hnuu.l when hée asked them
their motive of moving there
frequently.

He was, however, rescucd
by [cllow rcsidents of the hos-
icl and the three persons were
taken to the office of the
Warden for questioning.
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said. Thuese four are Forcign
Minister Mustafizur Rahman,

Rashed Khan Mecnon,
Salahuddin Quader Chowdhury,
Siraj and the two indcpendent

members.,

Truckers block
Dhaka-M'singh™
road

Road eommunication be-
tween Dhaka and

road at Kazir Shimla under -

The truck drivers blocked -
the road in thc morning -
protesting against faflure ol the
police to arrcst dacoits, who
commilted robbcry in some
hours yeuterdi. They ales il
hours ycs
three police caplive for scveral
hours, cyc witnesscs said.
Following the blockade,
which lasted for about Lhree
hours, hundreds of vchicular
traffic rcmained stranded at
Kazir Shimla.

NOTICE

From 12th October, '91, Container E
‘between Chittagong Port and Dhaka I(

ress
will

run only 3 days in a week.
Container Express will run on Saturday,

Monday and

The Container E
Port on the fixe

ay
ress will leave Chittagong
‘days at 7-00 PM reaching

Dhaka ICD at 8-10 hours on the following
morning. Similarly, the train will leave Dhaka
ICD at 7-30 PM reaching Chittagong Port at 8-
10 hours on the following mornings.

If required number of loaded containers are
available, Container Express will also run on
other days of the week.

Valued customers are requested to contact
Chief Operating Su genntendent/ East,

Bangladesh Railway,

hittagong, Phone :

501104 and Director, Freight MarketmE Cell,

Kamala
405614 for details.

, Dhaka, Phones : 404210,

Bangladesh Railway

Serves the Nation
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