Riffat remains comfortable at top

t bin-
ttar far-
'r consoli-
dated his
d in the
points table
[ the 17th
tional ch-
ss cham-
pionship by
pring  yel
nolher wvic-
toery in his
“cighth reund
maltch
nst lhll-lul
a wdhury of Dhaka
Mct - n:rp-ulll al the NSC chess
room ycsticrday.
Tht m Riflat's seventh n
games, camc 80 cull‘y

r

‘s rest
hluﬁmﬁ a mh -
junier muuul u:l
must augur well for tcam

Bangladesh Diman afller Lhe
dismal showing of his fellow
Biman tcammate Syed
Tahmidur Rahman, the de-
fending champion. Tahmid,
who made such a poor start In
this year's compelition, was

still down Lhe points list
and locked in battle in his
cighth round clash nst
Shﬂth Shahadat Hossain
at the time of

pul-:fltn press last night.
white, the young
RifTat m-de full use of the

openings provided by some
weak moves on the part ol
Shamsul Kabir and quickly
wrappced up the game in only
18 moves alter a Carocan
o Kaber was left with
two a hell points.

Riflat now has seven and a
hall points out of a utble
eight ln this 15-rou
championship being plrucl-
pated by 16 players including

(wo women. r

Ziaul Kader Tuhin of Dhaka
Metropolis, who had shared
the second spot in the table
along with Rani Hamid, Anisur
Rahman and Shahinoor Hossin

al the end of the seventh |

round Friday, yesterday took
solc occupancy of that spot by
scoring an important viclory

over his tcammate Anisurc
Rahman. Tuhin now has five
and a half points and with an-
other seven rounds to go. llis
chances ol taking the tille
cannot be ruled out.

Yestcrday, playing black,
Tuhin needed only 27 moves
to checkmate Anis in a game of

the Kings Indian defence
opening.

Indian, Burmese

rowing teams |

In City

Rowing teamis [rom Myan-
mar (Burma) and India arc now
in Dhaka to participate in Lhe
first-ever international mwmg
championship in the country.

The competitiuon, along wi-
th 156th national rowing (boat
race) championship, is sche-
duled to be held on October 9
ncar China-Bangladesh Fricend-
ship bridge on the river
Buriganga.

The 26-mcember Myanmar
tcam reached the capital on
Saturday whilc a 26-mcmber
Indian tcam arrived here yes-
icrday. A team from Singapore
is also expccted to arrive very
soon to participate in the
mcel.

The two foreign tcams, al-
rcady in the capital, will have
praclice runs on the river

Buriganga today (Monday) and
Tucsday.

Bangladesh will be repre-
senied by two tcams — Red
and Green. Two international
events of 25-ercw will be held,
one for the cnlisted teams and
the other open to all.

Besides, four national cve-
nts will also be held on tLhe
same day. These are : B-crew
national event for women, 25-
crew national event for men,
50-crew chip boat event for
men and 50-crew Sarengi for
men.

A 115-member organising
commilice headed by Agricul-
turc Ministcer Major Gencral
Majid-ul-Hoque was formed
carlier to make the mecct a

Edberg leads

money winners

MONTE CARLO, Oct &
Leading money winners in
men's tennis issued by the

“draped across the ro

Association of Tennis
Prifessionals (ATP) Saturdn:f

1. Seefan Edberg

(Sweden) 1.3687.840 dollarm
2. Jim Courer ([US) 1,200,911
3. Michael Stich (Germany] |.108.636
4. Boris Becker (Germany) 860.123
5. ivan Lendl (Czechosiovakia)] 739.653
6. Emille Sanchez [Spain) 662 .094
7. Guy Forget (France) 628.532
8 Magnus Gustafsson

(Bweden) 535.137
8. Karel Novacek

(Czechoslovakla) / '/ 523.180
10 Jakob Hiaserd 603,487
I'l. Bpte Sampras 494.284
12. Andre Agassy'(US) 490366
13. Anders Jarryd (Sweden]  467.939
14. Petr Korda

ICaechoslovakia) 450,760
15 Goran Ivanisevic

(Y ugoslavia) 430.005
18. Serg@ Bruguera (Spain) 438,730
17. David Wheaton [US) 408,414
18 Goran Prpic (Yugoslayia) 382.543
19. John Pitagerald (US) 365 248
20. Omar Camporese [laly) 342.064

Sports Reporter

ferent meet Lthis year, similar Younus liassan vs Shamsul

Shahabuddin Ahmed
Qureishi of Sylhet moved past
former national champion and
last ycar's runncr-up Younus
Hassan and Mainuddin
Mamoon— bolh of Ansars— o
take the third place with [ive
points jollowing his win yes-
terday over Mainuddin Manwo.

Maying with black, Qureishi
forced Mamoon (o resign in
the 4ist move in this match of
the Sicilian variation.
Mamoeon's points tally re-
mained on Lhree and a hall.

In the seventh round Friday
Qureishi had scored a major
upsct against another former
national champion Jamilur
Rahman, also ol Ansars.

Former national women's
champion and International
Woman Master Rani Hamid,
untll yesterday sharing the
mnd,plnec was relegated to
joint fourth position along with
Anisur Rahman after her 38Lh
move dcleat at the hands of
Jamilur Rahman. Time trouble
brought about Rani Hamid's
scoond successive defeal of Lhe
mcel alter Jamil appeared o
hold the advantage in another
game of the Sicllian delence.

Younus Hassan, a closc fin-
isher bchind champion Sycd
Tahmidur Ruhman last ycar,

:Bm to be hnr_llgnn l:m:llf-

o his Biman rival and was lefl
languishing in Afth place aflcr
the eighth round with only
four points to his eredit lollow-

ing his unex draw wilh
teammale aker Kaycs
Hiassaun.

Both the Ansars slars

lirud upon a draw afler just
18 moves in a game of the
Scoich opening. Kaycs now has
three and a hall points, e
same as Jamdlur Rahman,

Sheikh Anwar Heossain of
Dhaka DSA and Faridpur's
Shabana Parveen Hl:!&d
oul another draw ycs in
a Peirofl variation.

Nipa and Anwar both have
three points cach.

In another unfinished Uue
last night (Ull going Lo press),
Rezaul llaq was ying
Shahinoor | lossain of Ansars.

Sheikh Shahadat lleossain
Ratna, a ncweomer o the na-
tional championship finals, was
at the bottom of the tablc with
a solitary point in his collce-
tion.

TODAY's MATCHES

Shahinoor Hossain vs
Sheikh Shahadal llossain
[&uina

Rezaul 1luq ve Khandaker

Kayes | lassan

Azhar retains job,
Vengsarkar dropped

FARIDABAD, Ocl
& 6 : Mohammed

Azharuddin has

becn retained ca-

ptain of Indian

cricket team for
the Sharjah Cup three-nation
onc-day cricket championship
al Sharjah and against the
Pakistan scries in India while
former skipper Dillp Veng-
sarkar docs not feature in the
list of 22 probables announced
today, rcports PTI.

According to the sccrclary
of the Board of Control for
Crickel in India, Mr C Nagaraj,
a condilioning camp for thc
probables will be held in Delhi
[rom October nine till the
lcam's departure for Sharjah.

The probables : Md. Azhar-
uddin (Capt), Ravi Shastri, W.V.
Raman, Navjol Siddhu, Sanjay
Manjrckar, Sachin Tendulkar,
Yinod Kambli, Praveen Amrce,
Ajay Jadcja, Saurav Ganguly,
Kapil Dev, Manoj Prabhakar, J.
Shrinath, Subroto Bannecrjee,
Prashant Vaidya, Chetan Shar-
ma, Ashish Winston Zaidi, Anil
Kumblec, Sharadendu Muker-
jee, Venkalapati Raju, Kiran
Morc, Chandrakant Pandit

An carlier Reuter report said,
India said on Sunday thcy
wnuld retain Mohammed

Azharuddin, [resh [rom a suc- I

cessful maiden scason for
Derbyshire, as their captadn lor
this month's Sharjah Cup and

E—

MD AZHARU IJTJN |

for a une-day scries against
Pakistan,

[ndia's crickel board an-
nounce Azharuddin's caplaincy
for the threc-nation, one-day
championship at Sharjah and
for the [ive-match serics
against Pakistan, starting on
Dctober 28, afler meeting In

Iis town just south of New
| delhd.

Whitaker keeps crown

RENO, Nev, Oct
6: Pcrnell Whi-
taker made what
may be Lhe last
defense of his
undisputed light-
weight Litle a successiul on
Saturday night, taking a
bruising 12-round decision
over f[ormer [catherweight
champion Jorge Paez, reports
AP.

Whitakcer, abandoning his
usual stick-and-move style to
fight fNat-footed nst Paez,
bloodied the challenger when
the two clashed hcads in the
sixth round and dominated
much of the [ight to win a
unanimous decision.

Whitaker, though, was un-
-able to knock the determined
Pacz down and never secmed
lo have him to trouble in what
he carlier said would be his
last fight at the 135-pound

(61-kilogram) limit before
moving up in weight
Pacz was still throwing

punches with reckless aban-
don in the final round, includ-
ing a salvo with Whitaker
pes with

his back to the challenger,
prompling rcferce Mills Lane
u dednet a

intL.

T‘hu ﬂtnr ﬁh phnt.n lhnw: lz-hnnvy wmght charn on

Judge Keilh Macdonald and
Whitaker winning 116-110,
while Chuck Giampa had him
ahcad 1156-111 and Patricia
Jarman scored it 115-112.

The Associated Press had
Whitaker winning 117-109.
Whitaker, making the

cighth dcfense of the title he
first won in Fcbruary 1989,
appcarced anxious (o make a
statemenl aboul his punching
owcr alter scoring only one
knockout in his last six fights.

The southpaw champion
battcred Pacz throughout the
fight, landing 312 of 895
punches to 197 of 584 for the
challenger.

"I was going to keep him to
busincss,” Whitakcer said. "I had
busy hands. I'm versatile. 1 put
my hands on him like I
planned to do.”

Pacz spent the entire fight
moving forward, abandoning
his jab to try and get inside on
Whitaker. Punch stats showed
Pacz thrcw only four jabs all
night, to 325 for the cham-
pion.

Pacz, a 7-1 underdog, came
into the ring wearing
a derby and a flashy dress-
robe adorned with purple se-
uins.

..........

.......

Mike Tyson (left) with D’Amato Tyson, 16 months nld
and Natalis Fears (right), 26, who filed a 12 million Us

dollar paterni ilpnlimnnr suit

promoter, Don

against Tyson and his

ng on Oct 2 in a Los Angeles court.

Kabir
RifTat-bin

alter two draws,
by Chiburdanidae
in the fourth and Nth

was

The 20-year-ol from
now s the uphill
having to score al
6.5 points over the remaining
11 mes to become the new

champion.

A win earns a [ull point
whilc a draw 18 worth a hall
poinl. 3l-year-old
Ocorgian has the comparativcly
casicr target of five points I
reiain her crown as, undcr
tournament rules, the cham-
pion retains her crown in the
cvent that the serics ends al 8-
all.

Xic, said to be nursing a
cold, will have additional rest
days on Tuesday and
Wednesday, when the scrics
lakes a two-d break.
Chiburdanidze still to usc
here timeout.

Bata schools
handball starts
today

Sports Reporter

The fourth Bata schools
handball competition, organ-
iscd by the Bangladesh lland-
ball Fedcration, starts today al
the Ouler Stadtum handball
courl, says a press rcicase.

Last ycar's runners-up Na-
rinda Govt High School will
meet Bangladesh Rifles Schoel
in the opcning match of the
scheduled for a 3.30 start this
allernoon.

Twelve metropolitan school
lams are participating in l.h.'ll
ycars competition. are :
Ansar and VDP liligh . H
[. Jubilee School and College,
[3auntia Abdul Jalil High School,
Rajarbagh Police Lines High

1. Bangladesh Rifles High
School, Shaheed Nabi High
School, Narinda Govl High Sc-
hool, Bhashantck High School,
l.oretio School, Cosmik Inter-
nationial School, Shahced Sm-
rid High School and Rahmat-
ullah Modcl Iligh School. -

The (cams have been di-
vided into two groups with the
top two tcams from cach group
playing in the semifinals.

Textilcs Minister Major
(Retd) A Mannan will be Lhe
chiel guest at the opening cur-
emony white Mr M Oldroyd,
Managing Director ol Bata-
Bangladesh will be a spccial
gucst on the occasfon.

Graf shru ugs off

Wrist 1n _|Ll
LEIPZING, Germany, L6:
Stefll Gral shrugged ofl a wrist
irlljl.llz‘:l cruise into the final ol
the pzing womcn's  lennis
tournament with a 6-1, 6-1
semifinal victory over Austrian
Barbara Paulus on Saturday,

reports Reutcr.

The German world number
two, who has been suflering
with strained tendons in her
playing wrist, took just 38
minutes to dispose of tLhe
eighth seed who had problcms
dcaling with the ﬁul pacc of
the game.

In today's final,
Lacchoslova

Gral will
third scg

ana Novoina, who bcal
Spaniard Arantxa Sanachcr
Viecario with surprising casc,
6-3, 6-2, in her semifinal.
Graf, who has rceentl

lurned from a four-weck layoll
with a shoulder injury, flew
back to Leipzing on Friday
after a 12-hour visit to
leldelberg for treatment on
her right wrist.

The German, who on
Wednesday became the

youngesl woman Lo win 500
singles matches in profcssional
lennis, sullered severe pains in
the wrist during her quarlerfi-
nal victory over Austrian Judith
Wiesner on Thursday.
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National junor champion Riffat-bin-S8attar of Biman (1)naking 4 move aganinst Dhaka Metropolis’
ighth round yesterday to elimb further

Chowdhury

whom he defeated in the ei

o ; -ﬂ'i';-:::il:".-. -

up

chess d'lmpmmh:p now being held in the chess room of "\utlﬂﬂ"'l] Sports Council.

Shamsul Kabir

the points table of the 17th national

— Star photo

SYDNEY, Oct 6:
Top-seeded Ste-
fan Edberg of
Sweden crushed
American Brad
Cilbert 6-2, 6-2,
6-2 on Su and won the
dollars one millon Australian
indoor tennis title, AP,

The world's No. l-ranked
player simply overwhelmed
the out-gunned Oflbert with
precise serve-and-volley play
in | hour and 37 minyses. He
carned dirs 122,700 for the
32nd title of his career.

He won his 12th straight
match since his victory in the
US Open last month.

"It was a match | felt in
control of pretty much from
the start,” Edberg said. "1 was
never threatened.”

"l did everything well, but |
didn't try to do anything
fancy.”

Gilbert, the ninth seed from
Oakland, Calil, collected dirs
66,000 after his third firals
defeat of the year. He still is
without a tournament title in
1991,

MILAN, lialy, Oct
G: Martina
Navralilova bett-
cered Chris
Evert's all time
rccord ol match
wins on Saturday when a

scmilinal victory over Mary Joc

Fernandez in the Milan indoor
tournament ook her to 1,310,
reporils Reuler.

Evert, now relired [rom
playing, won 1,309 maltches in
a career spanning 20 ycars.

The 34-ycar-old Navraltilova,
whosc first win came in 1973,
could cqual her [fellow
Amcrican's other record of
157 tournamcnl titles il she
beats world number on Monica
Scles in loday's [inal of the
225,000-dollar Milan tourna-
menl.

But Navratilova, number
four in the world standings

Edberg

Aussie indoor champion

h“

R L

it : ":=:.'- T --'-'.. il
STEFAN EDIIERG

Gilbert saved five matceh
points in the last two gamcs,

and scoeded second here, lost

lo :';z-ﬂ les in *:l!l’.liLJl s¢ls Lhe
e fw*

N U.H*.IH H%.A

last time they nmwt, in the final
of the US Open a month ago.
Navratilova beal Fernandez

but was only delaying the
inevitable.

The slick Swede broke as
carly as the third game of the
match and was never under

pressure.

Edberg volleyed superb
while Gilbert never found
range with his backhand.

“l was worried | might be
tired, but | just felt great to-
day.” he said.

Gilbert paid tribute to Ed-
berg. who now has won 11 of
their 15 meetings.

"l wish | could have put up a
better fight,” he said. "But it s
only fitting the best player In
the world should win this
event, probably the best orga-

nized indoor event in the
world.
"He played really aggres-

sively today and if he gets
ahead on you he can really pick
up his game.”

Edberg celebrated his tri-

umph by spraying ch-mrc-
into the air — and then drink-
ing it straight from the bottle.

The normally taciturn Swede
then threw a number of sweaty

Martlna S new milestone

6-2, 3-6, 6-4 in Lhe Milan
scmiflinals while Yugoslavia
Scles  delfeated  Spain's

Conchita Marincz 6-3, 6-3.

Navratilova nceded more
Lhan twoe hours (o beat
Fernandez and was 2-4 down
in the third sct, aller losing
lhe scecond, belore she went
on the oflensive and won four
gamces in a row with some ag-
gressive play.

"It was a very dillicult
malch,” she said, "I am happy
that 1 reached Lthe final bul
mosl of all I'm happy for hav-

ing bcatecn Chris Evert's
record.”
Asked if she was afraid of

playing the 17-ycar-old Scles
loday, Navralilova said.
"Absolutely not. A surgeon docs
not slop opecrating becausc
he's older. | respect Monica
but il's an open miatch.”

tennis shiris into the crowd of
9.000, much to the delight of

rtalg
good after you've won.” sa
Edberg. who does not normally
drinh while on the circuit

rg's lifted him
further lid “"T second-place

Boris Becker nf GCermany on
the IBM/ATP computer rank-
s

Backer won the Sydney
ceverit last year, but missed the
1991 tournament with A back
injury.

Edberg and Bﬂ:kﬂ both are
in the field for next week's
Seiko Super Tennis tourna-
ment in Tokyo.

“I'm feeling confident going
into the next few indoor tour-
naments.” Edberg said. "l
know that if | am playing good
tennis, a guy will need to play
really well to beat me.”

Unseeded Americans Jim
Grabb and Richey Rencberg
won the doubles final, 6-4, 6-
4, over the fifth-seeded pair of
Australian Laurie Warder and
American Luke Jensen.

Fed Cup squash
from October 235

Sports Reporter

The [irst cver Federation
Cup squash tournameni spon-
sorcd by the members of the
[imglacrﬂh Squash Rackcts
IFederation (BSRF), will start at
the Dhaka Club squash court
from Octlober 25.

Open to all squash playcers
of the country, the kndck-out
tournament will offcr a Lotal
prizc¢ moncy ol Taka 8,500
with the winner picking up a
purse of Taka 4,000.

A press releasc of the BSRF
issucd yesterday urged inter-
csted clubs and players Lo reg-
ister . their names with Lhe
[Dhaka Club Squash Marker by
Oclober 15 at the latest

The [ixturcs for the meet
will be posted on the Dhaka
C.Iuh bulletin board on Octobcer

Star studded Seiko Super starts today

EEoR] TOKYO, Oct 6:
World number
g one Stefan
Edberg of
Sweden, crowned
US Opcen cham
pion last month, will be called
on to rcpeat his Flushing
Mcadows form il he is to
triumph in thc one million
dollar Sciko Super men's ten-
nis tournament here from
Monday, reports AFP.

The top-sceded Swede,
who overtook Boris Becker of
Germany in the rankings fol-
lowing his US Open win,
strciched his points lead when
he beat American Brad Gilbert
in straight sets to win the
Australian Indoor champi-
onship in Sydney on Sunday.

But hcre the going will be
tougher and he faces threats
from Becker, Ivan Lendl of
Czechoslovakia, Americans
Andre Agassi, David Wheaton
and Michacl Chang, and Geran

PONTE VEDRA,
Florida, Oct 6:
The Associalion
B of Tennis Profe-

1 ssionals ended iis
ban on tourna-
menlts in South Alrica and will
sanclion two events in
Johannesburg next month, the
ATP Tour board of dircctors
announced on Saturday, re-
ports Reuter,

The ATP board said condi-
tions it had sct for the return
of men's tennis to South Alrica
had becn met, clcaring the
for the world doubles final Lo

be held at the Standard Bank
arcna in Johannesburg from

November 18-24.

Ivanisevic of Yugoslavia.

To make the road harder
[or the 25-ycar-old Swede, the
organiscrs have changed thce
surface of the artificial indoor
courts at the Tokyo
Mctropolitan Gymnasium. They
are slower than last ycar,

Lendl, who picked up a wild
card this weck, outshone
Edberg and Becker to win the
litle last ycar for the third
time, After repeatedly com-
plaining the surface was "as
fast as pgrass” and "favours
serve-andsvollcy players.”

The defending champion
practised on the court Sunday
and said he was well satisfied.

The top 16 secds get first-
round byes for the tournament
carrying a top prize of 122,700
dollars and 230 poinis count-
ing toward the ATP computer
ranki

Edberg's second round op-
ponent will be either David
Pate or John Sobel, both from

The doubles championships
and a smaller challenger eir-
cuil event to be held at the
sanic Indoor arena a week later
will be the [irst sanctioned
lournaments held in South
Alrica since the ATP took over
the men's tennis tour at the
end of the 1989 season.

The ATP decision followed
an announcement on Wed-
nesday that the International
Tennis Federation (ITF) had
provisionally re-admitted
South Alrica, allowing its
playcrs to take part in ma
team competition such as 1t
Davis Cup, Federation Cup and
the Olympics.

The November tournamenis

Lthe Unfled States, in the top
quarter, which includes 15th
sced Frederic Fontang ol
France, bascline spccialists
Chang, eighth seed, and
Andrei Chesnokov of the Soviet
Union, ninth seed.

Fourth-sceded Agassi, seek-
ing to draw blood [rom
Ivanisevic for his 5-7, 6-7 (3-
7) defeal in Sydncy on Friday,
should comc¢ up to mect the
sixth-sceded Yugoslav in the
other quarter of the upper half
of the draw.

Scecond-sccded Becker,
back in action alter a five-week
lay-ofl due to a pulled thigh
muscle, will take on the win-
ner between Jan Gunnarsson
of Sweden and Danicl Orsanic
of Argentina in the second
round.

i is drawn with 16th sced
Shuzo Matsuoka of Japan, scv-
cnth sced Derrick Rostagno
and 10th seed Rickey
Rencrberg of the Uniled

will be hosted by the newly-
cslablished Tennis South
Alrica (TSA), which represcnts
a non-racial Union of Soulh
African Tennis Organisations.

In August, 1989 the ATP
board of directors withdrew
sanctions for events in Cape
Town and Johannesburg on
the rccommendation of the
players council as a prolest
against South Alrica's aparl-
heid policies.

"We arc really pleased with
the progress which has becn
made in South Alrica over the
past lwo years,” Mark Miles,
chiel execulive officer of the
ATP wur, said in a release.

Milcs said the establish-

States.

Third-sceded Lendl, whose
1991 Wimbledon dream was
stopped by David Wheaton of
the Unifled States in the third
round, will aim for vengeance
over his [ilth-seeded nemesis
in a possible quartcr-final
match.

Other sceded playcers arc
Number 11 Todd Woodbridge
of Australia; number 12 Malavai
Washingion of the United
Stales, number 13 Wally Masur
ol Australian and number 14
Waync Ferrcira ol South Alrica.

Arresc moves up

ATIIENS, Oct 6 : Spain's
Jordi Arrcsc beat compatriot
Franciseo Clavetr 7-8, 6-2 on
Salurday, but had to wait until
Sunday morning to find out
who he would play in the final
of the Althens international
championship, reports AP.

ment: of TSA last month as the
unified governmcnt body for
South Alrican tennis was onec
ol the conditions that led Lo
reinstatement.

Miles and TSA president
Chris Ngcobo said Lthat Tennis
Soulh Alrica had now becen
rccogniscd as Lhe single con-
trolling body for the sporl in
Soulh Alrica by the republic’'s
National Olympic Commilice.

L ohannesburg to host world doubles final

,ITF president Brian Tobin
said carlicr in the week from
London that recognition ol
TSA by the South African
Nattonal Olympic Cemmitlce
was neccssary for the republie
to regain full ITF membership.




