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PATUAKHALI

‘Power failure
“hits industries

Oct 5 : Frequent power fail--

ure has been aflecting life and
ltving of the lown-dwellers and
hampering produection in
mills, [aclorics, and
hospitals in the locality, re-
ports UND.

Residents complained that
the town and its adjoining ar-
cas plunge inlo darkness
paralysing normal life almost
everyday giving rise to the
anti-social activitics.

Besides, students and hos-
pital paticnts, rice mills, flour
mills, small workshops, tailor-
ing shops and cottage indus-
trics have been worst aflected.

¢« ‘Mill owners said they are
incurring huge loss as produc-
tion falls in their industrial
,units for crratic power supply.

Morcover, vollage fluctua-
tions have damaged valuable
electric and clectronic gadgets
at the residences.

MAULVI BAZAR

Drinking water
scarce

Oct 5 : Scarcity of pure wa-
ter has been persisting in the
rural arcas untold sul-
fering to the people in the dis-
trict, rcports UND.

A total of 822 tubewells, out
of .12,243 have gone out of
order of which 180 tubewells
ar¢ in Rajnagar, 212 in
Kulaura, 182 in Kamalganj, 60
in Srimangal, 79 in Baralekha
and 109 in Sadar upazilas.

. The villagers said that the
existing tubewclls were quite
insullicient to mect the re-
quircmient of drinking water.

As a result, people of the
rural arcas are u waler
from the ponds, canals and
rivers, which are not safe and
have been spreading water-
bome discases.

Al leasl 25 people have died
s0 [ur and many others are
sullcring from various stomach
discascs in the district.

Public 1lcalth Engineering
Department installed a total of
547 tubcwells of which 108
were in Sadar, 57 in Rajnagar,
112 in Kulaura, 81 in
Kamalganj, 81 in Srimangal,
and 108 in Baralckha upazilas
of the district during 1990-91
financial year, it is lcarnt.

BARISAL

 UP Chairman
abducted

Oct 5: Some members of
outlawed Sarbahara party ab-
ducted a Union Parishad
Chatrman while hc was on his
way home from Adna village in
Oournadi upazila Tucsday
night, police said hcre Tucsday
last, reports UNB.

Wilnesscs said, Sharikal
Union Parishad Chairman
Jahurul llaque Khokan (32)
was kidnapped by some
ple, suspected Lo be
of the outlawed party, while he
was returning home aller

s s

Blood donation
camp held

Oct 65: A blood donatlion
tamp has been arranged here
jointly by Sylhet Lions Club,

Subma Lioncss Club and Leo

_ medicine.
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SIRAJGANJ
Eye hospital
beset with

problems

From Our Correspondent

Oct 5: Sirajganj Eyc llos-
pital of h National

Society for Blinds (BNSD) is
various problems.

It is lecarnt that the cye
hospital was established iIn
Sirajganj lown with the [Inan-
cial assistance of the forcign
agencics to remove blindncss.
Every ycar Lhousands of cyc pa-
tients are treated surgically
and medically through tempo-
rary cyc camps in diflcrent
parts of North Bengal where
the doctors of Sirajganj hospi-
tal take vital roles.

The cye camps are organ-
ised under the auspices of lo-
cal administration, local elite
and some welfare organisation
including Rotary Club and
Lions Club. Every day 150 to
200 cye patients attend the
outdoor section. The hospital
now [aces acute crisis of
New instruments
are not supplied in place of
damaged ones. The outdoor
paticnts are being sérved pre-
scriptions only. The poor pa-
tients are unable to purchasc
medicines from open market
due to financial stringency.

When conlacted, a source of
Sirajganj BNSB said that the
annual budget is not even

marginal to meel the mini-
mum requirements. Local pco-
ple have called upon the gov-
ernment lo take necessary
sicps so thal this welfare insti-
tution can serve the eye pa-

tients properly.

GAIBANDHA
Husband kills

wife for dowry

From Our Correspondent

Oct 5: An t mother
ol village Falla under Sadar
Upazila was killed mercilessly
by her husband having failed to
realise dowry on September
23.

According to report,
Anowara was married
to Abdul Mannan of the same

village. But soon after the
the husband de-
manded dowry. The poor [a-

ther of Anowara could not fulfil
the demand of his son-in-law.
On the issue of dowry the
couple locked into quarrel ev-
ery now and then. In the
mcantime Anowara became
pre t. On September 15 at
night a fresh quarrel took
place between the couple on
the same issue. At one
the cnraged husband kicked
Anowara resulting in her se-
vere injurics. On Secplember
23 the victim succumbed Lo
her injuries.

A case was [lled with local
thana in Lhis eonnection.

THAKURGAON

Eid-e-Miladunnabi
observed

From Our Correspondent

Oct 5: The holy Eid-e-
Miladunnabi was raled in
Thakurgaon with due religious
fervour.

Different religious and so-
cio-cultural organisations ook

up programmes to mark Lhe
occusion.

Milad Mahlil, Kerat compe-
tition, discussion on Prophet's
Mie, offering of Fatcha and spe-
cial prayers secking divine
blcssing were held. National
flags wcere hoisted atop Lhe
privaic and public buildings.

HABIGANJ

8 dacoits

arrested

From Qur Correspondent

Oct 5: llabiganj police in a
raid arrested ecight dacoits

from Madhabpur and
Chunerughal arcas recently.

Acting on a secret informa-
ton a police party headed by
Additional Police Super,
|labiganj and ASP (Soulh) con-
ducted a successful raid in Lhe
above places and arrcsied Lhe
dacoits with arms.

The alleged dacoits werce
Zamir Ali, Abdul Mannan,
Kabir, Shahid, Moll, Ranu, Nur
Hussain and Bazlur Rahman.

The police source said, the
arrested dacoits were Lhe
members eof inter-district

Bicycle stolen

i gl o M i

.Rllh- driving leads

National

Fatulla-Muktarpur Road at Char Saidpur in Muhshiganj on Thursday last.

20,000 unregistered marriages in
3 years : Tk 20 lakh revenue loss

DINAJPUR, Oct 5: Over
2000 marriages have becn
terminated during the last
three years in Dinajpur district
for non-payment ol dowry, it is
lcarnt from a rcliable source .

Unrcgisicred marriages are
largely prevalent in the district
during the perifod. Morc than
20,000 marriages look place
without registration in the dis-
trict during the last three
years. Subsequent marriages
without getting the permission
®f first wives are also on the
increase in the district.

If is kearmnt thal aboul 4,000
marriages for sccond, third or
fourth times were solemniscd
in the district during the pe-
riod without getiing any
permission from the [irst, sec-

ond and third wives.

Out of the 20,000 unrecgis-
tcred ma , about 4,000
have been dissolved during the
period of which 2,000 due to
non-payment of dowry.

The brides could not appear
before the court for establish-
ing their rights upon their
husbands for want of necessary
documents , it is alleged by a
number of divorced wives and

their guardians.
The governmenl has also
been deprived of Taka

20,00,000 for non-registration
ol those marriages, .

3 dacoits heild

Three alleged dacoils were
arrcsted and one (wo-barrcl
gun was recovered by the po-

to frequent road accidents. lel‘.o shows a bus skidded off the road into a roadside ditch while trying to overtake a baby-taxi on

e = i

—Star photo

From Our Correspondent

lice of Birol police station a
few days ago.

According lo a rcport, a
daring dacoity was committed
in Janata Bank branch at Birol
upazila sadar. Onc two-barrel
gun and some mgncy were

looted by the dacoits. Another
daring dacofty was committed
in a branch of Bangladesh
Krishi Bank at Batcrhat where
this two-barrel gun was used
by the dacoits, it is alleged.

Acting on a sccret informa-
tion, Mr Nur Mohammad, S
of Biro! raided a huusc in the
village Kazipur and manage lo
rccover Lhe two-barrel gun
which was looled from Birol
branch of Janata Bank. Three
alleged dacoits nanwly Udaru

(32), Dabu (35) and Nepal (42)
werce also arrcsted from the
house.

Cases have been regisicred
with Birol PS in Lhis regard
and further investigalions were
proceeding.

Farmer killed

A [armcr was killed and two
others were injured scriously
by a gang of dacoits in the vil-
lage Parea in No 1 Union
Parishad under DBalladangi
upazila in Thaku n dislricl
on Sunday Jas(, 1 pcrsons

According to the rcport, a
gang of dacoits numbcring
about 18 to 20 armed with
dcadly weapons, enicred into
the house of one cultivator

Pi]ferge of railway

accessories rampant
From Our Correspondent

CHAPAINAWADGANJ, Oct 5:
Pillerage of f[ish platcs and
slippers in large number from
raflway tracks has boeen result-
ing in frequent rail accidents
on Chapainawabgunj-Rajshahi
and Chapainawabganj-
Rahanpur roules disruptling
rail communication for days
together. As a resull, the pas-
sengers sufler much and the
rai aulhoritics incurs a
huge loss of revenuc.

Local people and some rall-
way employees of the arca
caught some thicves whilc pil-
fering the rullway materials but
duc Lo flexibility of the railway
authorities Lhe pilferage is go-
ing on unabated.

. Twe persons were caught
red-handed while they were
taking away (ish plates by bul-
lock cart. Later the railway
track was repaired which
would have caused serious ac-
cident. The arrested persons
were releasced on baill laler
The ring keader of the Lhicves

also a notorious dacoit of Lhis
arca becgan lo threaten the
railway cmployces and hi-
jacked onc Abu Bakkar while
the latwwr was returning home
with his Ekd bonus amounting
to Taka 1152.

The decision to set up a se-
curity camp at Kakanhat was
also withdrawn and the thefl
incidents have increased.

Recently 12 slippers were
stolen from the point of
the Silal and 24-Nagar stations.
Two persons were caught ?
the G R P with some fis
plaies. Due 1o the large scale
pilfcrage the rallway tracks
have become so weak that sev-
eral com nis of the | R
trains were deralled [rom Silad
station. On the [ollowing day
few bogics of the Rahanpur
bound train were deralled at
Golabari station. Meanwhile
eight wagons ol the goods train
were derailed at Kakanhat. Due
to Lhese perpetual aceidents
the rail communication re
mained disrupted for three

days.

B e

Withdrawal of Upazila
Magistrate demanded

From Our Correspondent

JAMALPUR, Oct 5: The lo-
cal unit of BNP and All PParty
Studenis Action Commitlec
demanded immediale wilh-
drawal of Mclandah Upazila
Magistrate for his alleged cor-
ruption and misusc of power.

Several wrillen complaints
were submilled to the UNO of
Melandah Deputy Commiss-
joncr, District Anti- Corruption
Department, Police Super
LGRD Ministry, Law Minisiry,
District and Sessions Judge
and other high level oflicials
against the Magistrate.

The said Magistrate granied
bail to the conviclied persons
in exchange of Taka 12000, i
in b
The convicted persons had
been absconding since 1988.

Fertilizers scarce

Acute scarcity of fertilizer
has been precvailing in seven
upazilas of the district

hampering Aman cultivalion
during the current scason.

Accord o the farmers.
non- availab of fertilizer has
partially damaged the stunding

crops. Taking advantage of Lhe
denmand in the markets un-
scrupulous fertilizer traders
carned huge amount by sclling
the item al exorbitanit ralcs
threatening the Aman produc-
thon.

Urca is also essential lor
Aman production . The ftcm is
now being sold at B0 morc
taka higher each bag than Lhe
aclual price.

Short supply of fertilizer in
the Jocal has been al-
tributed o the reason for the

1ty.

Fn:'lw Bangladesh Agricultural
Development Cerporation has
failed Lo supply sufficient 1::“
uyes of ferulizers to the m-
ers, Earlier, lertilizer transac-
tlons used o be controllud by
BADC. As such artificial
scarcity could seldom happen,
farmers said.

The farmers urged the gov-
ernmenl o reduce the prices
of fertilizers and pesticides.
Various Llypes of pesticides
have been selling in dillerent
local markets at on exorbitant
rale.

Killing of JSD
worker protested
From Our Correspondent

RAJSIIALLL, Oct5:
Ganotantrik Chhatra Oikya,
Rajshahi Universily unit
brought out a fon and
held a rally on the campus on
Saturday last protesting the
kiling of JSD (Inu) backed

h Chhatra League (N-
S) worker | labibuzzaman | labib
in th%pur Medical College on
Sept 27. lle was a first year
student of Rangpur Medical
College.

Presided over Yub Ali,
General Secretary of BCL (N-8)
RU wunit the rally was ad-
dressed, among others, by
Babul Khan and Towhidur
Rahman of Chhatra Moitry and
Ala r llossain, AGS of
RUCSU.

s al the rally ac-
cused Jaliyalabadi Chhatra Dal
LCD) worker of killing |labib.
They also demanded punish-
ment of the killers.

They expressed grave con-
cern over the injury of the
Anwar | lussain a student of RU
in the incident.

A section ol unscrupulous
traders are making brisk busi-
ness by publishing illegul note
books in diflcrent paris of Lthe
district. It may be mentiuvned
here that publication of nolc
books up o Class Scven |is

banned Lhe rnnwnt lo

remove dcpendency ol Lhe

studenis on nolcs.
The book traders com-

| pelled the students to pur-

chase low qualily neoic buoks
with their lext books. Many ol
them are involved in Lhis illc-
gal business, it is alleged.

Five mastans
arrested 1n
Tongibari

From Qur Correspondent
TONGIBARI, Oct 5.

masians -
(18), Rahman (22), Shanu Kazi
(25) and Mustala (25) recently
under Operation Doorbar. The
mastans established a » 'w¢n of
terror and were ©ooooocted
anti-socta! ctivities
such fllegal toll « vilection.

eve lcast muscle flexing to
the -:ntntu people of the

and they were taken inte cus-
ody and were put behind bars.
But 10 the utter surprise Lhey
came oul of the bars just after
a few duys.

Mohammad Manglu (60} by
breaking opcn the doors and
started looting valuables from
the house. llearing hue and
cry, the villagers rushed to the
house and tried to resisl Lhe
dacoits. In the clash Manglu
was killed on the spot and two
villagers namely Sultan (17)
and Kusumuddin (22) were

injured serfously . Howcver,
the dacoits to escape.
The injured ns were ad-

mitted to Thakurgaon llospital
in a critical condition.

The police arzested (Lhree
persons,  namely , . Maunla
Mohammad (45). Mohammad
Abul (22) and Abul Hossain
(35). A case has been regis-
tered with Baliadangl police
station in this connection.

Bridge turns 1nto
a death trap

Correspondent

JHENIDAH, Oct 5: The
century old iron bridge in the
middle of Jhenidah Lown over
the river Nabaganga has turned
into a death trap. It is feared
that the bridge will collapse at
any moment.

The bridge 12 f[cet wide
and more than 100 feet long
was built 100 years ago. The
iron pillars and railings of both
sides of the bridge became
rusty and damaged badly.
Besides wingwalls of the
bridge have no cxistence. In
the absence of propcr mainte-
nance and repair the condition
of the fron bridge has become
deplorable and it may collapse
al any Ume.

Moreover it was declared
unfit for use 15 ycars ago. Local
pourashava authorilics look a
programme to rcpair it but to
no effect. Hundrueds ol pedes-
trians and vehicles like rick-
shaw vans and babylaxi pass
through the iron bridge every-
day and accidents may occur al

any time taking a hcavy loll ol
lives.
When contacted, Roads and

[lighways Department failed to

give any clecar information
whether the bridge will be re-
paired or demolished. Local
people urged the concerned
authoriligs to take necessary
measurcs to repair or demol-
ish the bridge for the salety of

the pcople.
Weavers' meeting
Bangladesh Weavers San-
gram Parishad, Jhenidah
district unit organiscd a
mecting at Jhenidah City
College campus last week.

- Mr M A Razzak, Chairman of
Bangladesh Weavers Sangram
Parishad was the chiel guest
while Mr Islamuddin,
Convenor of Jhenidalh district
unit was in the chair.

Mr Razzak in his specch
said that to save the wuvaving

industry, smuggling of Indian
sarces should be slopped.

Hal

Notes from
Mymensingh

From BAU Correspondent:
MYMI.NSINGH, Oect 6:
uaghat police reécovered
100 grams ol herein worth

Taka five lakh from a shop

| in the Mymensingh

ncar Joyrumkura [lospital re-
cently.

Acting on a secret informa-
tion, the -police arrcsted two
persons Mansur Ahmed (26)
and Nur Mohammed (28) of
Gubrakura village under
Haluaghat upazila in this con-

nection.

Aman farming plan

Agricultural Exlensjion
Department (AED) will bring
6,22,000 acres of land under
Aman cultivation during the
current season in 12 upazilas
of Mymensingh district.

Mr Nasiruddin Bhuiyan,
Dceputy Director of AED said
that about 2,43,000 acres will
be brought under high
varicty and 11800 acres under

am while the rest under lo-

variety.

AED will provide agrieul-
tural inputs and disburse
1,44 630 kilogram of HYV
sceds among the farmers,
while Taka 40 lakh agricultural
loan has becn distributed in
this pcriod.

Businessman
kidnapped

A busincssman Abul Kasem

| was kidnapped in broad day

light with a cash amount of
Taka 31,000 [rom Purabari
Bazar in Trisal upazila by some
miscrcants recently, according
to the sources.

The sources added that the
kidnappers also claimed Taka
50,000 more [rom the victim's
family members for his release.

A case was rcgistered with
Trisal police in this connec-
tion, but he is yel to be res-
cucd.

114 tons wheat
allocated

l A total of 114 metric tons of

wheat have been allocated for
152 projects under Food for
Works Programme in 12
unions under Nandail upazila
district for
repairing works of roads, play-
ground and reexcavation of
derelict ponds.

| BAU V(C's call to

eliminate campus

' terrorism

| From Our Correspondent

AGRI-VARSITY (Mymen-
singh), Oct 5 Vice-
Chancellot of the Bangladesh
Agricultural University (BAU)
Prof M Asadur Rahman said
hcre on Wednesday last that
frequent violence and atroci-

tics on the country's educa-

h tional campuses had caused a

scrious impediment on the
way of the nation's transition
to democracy.

The VC was addressing the
BAU teachers at the
Shilpacharya Joinul Abedin au-
ditorium to apprise them of
the latest situation on the BAU
campus. Rahman told the
teachers that as conscious
scction of the society they
must take the stock of the sit-
uvation on the campus ahd
urged them to the pivotal
role in resolving the crisis ef-
ficiently.

The VC also called upon all
concerned including the stu-
dents and their guardians to
sink their diffcrences of opin-
ion and hclp eliminate terror-
ism from the campus in the
| greater national interest. The
VC also urged the government
to arrest immediately the ter-
rorists from the campus and
take stcps to reslore a conge-

Diarrhoea claims 17
in hill districts

RANGAMATI, Oct5:
Diarrhoea has claimed 17 lives
and attacked 500 others in the
hill districts during the last

fortnight, Loca! Government
sources said.

Of them, 10 died In

Mohalchhari wupazila ol

hhart hill J:HmLﬂw

in Rangamati Sadar and

Belaichhart of Rangamati hill
district and two in Lama
upazila of Bandarban hill dis-
trict.

Okuzad Marma (26), Shudha
Aung Marma (29), Ripu Marma
(8), Tainding Marma (28),
Abaima Marma (41), Apaya
Marma (35), wife of Aungsu
Marma (26), Kongsai Marma
(40) and two unidentified
persons died of diarrhoeca at

Sindukchbhari unioen wunder
Mohalchhart upazila of
Khagrachhart hill district,

Shudha Marma and Ale Aung
Marma both UP mecmbers ol
Sindukchhari told UNB.

o local '
Debalchhari, Banshpara,

and
e oo T ahisied
villages under Mohalchhart

upazila of Khagrachhari hill
district.
Three people in Sadar and
two in Belaichhari upazila of
ti hill district died of
diarrhoea during this [ort-
night, Mon! Swopandewan,
upazila chairman of Sadar
upazila and Abdus Salam Fakir,
Rabindra Lal Chakma of local

nial academic atmosphere on
the campus.

Panchagarh hats,
bazars in bad
shape

PANCHAGARH, Oct§:
Hats and bazars in different
upazilas of the district are be-

men, lt::ﬂl UNB. :
Panchagarh Sadar, Boda,
Sakoa, Debiganj, Atowari,

Vejanpur, Laxmihat, Vagdal,
Matdandhigh! markets are now
in Jilllhlt and unhygienic
conditions.

In mest of the hats and
bazars filths and are

garbages
dumped disorderly and there

government parishad told | iy hardly any arrangement for

They said, acute scarcity of
food and drinking water in the
area were responsible for the
outbreak of the disease.

They also said that due to
scarcity of food, people are
taking non co grass
which were unfit for human
consumplion.

According o upazila admin-
istration, two people died and
hundreds where attacked by
diarrhoea during this fortnight
in Lama upazila of Bandarban
hill district.

All three civil surgeons ol
hill districts said while being
directed by the concermed lo-
cal government parishad
chairmen, medical teams have
been senl 0  affected arcas.

cleaning them. During the
rainy scason, the situation be-
comecs worstl.

Besides, the drains dumped
by fiiths, dirt and houschold
wastes also emit bad odour

L luting the environment.

are no public telicts In

the markets and arrangements
pure water are hardly




