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Inside Today
l— Article

At least 1000 Panama-
nian citizens were esti-
mated killed when
| United States forces
invaded in 1990. The
prize for the US was
l the capture of military
ruler General Manuel
Noriega, who was taken
to Miami to face drug
smuggling charges.

| The trial has
just opened
Page 4

; Metropolitan
Dhaka Day By Day

| Fiona Thompson, a
British free lance
journalist, has not only
fascinating stories of
parachute jumping and
rickshaw driving to tell
but also has passion for
life to infect anybody
- around with. She

is in the city
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International

Soviet Union now keet,
"o dump Najibullah
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Business

Institution needed to
invest small
savings
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Feature

Development

| In general, Asian and
Pacific countires are
seeking a decline in
annual population
growth rates. But the
region’s population
continues to expand
by about 55 million

each year
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NEWS BRIEFS

BNPPP meet
tomorrow

meeling of the

P-im-ypmr of BNP will
be held tomorrow (Sunday) at

4 pm at No. One Commitiee

Room eof Jatlya Sangsad, ac-
cording to a BNP press release
Friday, reports BSS.

AL public
meeting today

By Staff Corremtdent
Awami League will o
public meeting tndl

for repealing the
Indemnity Act.
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Hearing of 'stay part' of writ petitions today

Open voting system

in parliament is

nothing new : Experts

Repcal of the Election of
President (Amendment)
Ordinance is expected to be
published in an official gazette
today.

Law Minister Mirza Golam
Hafiz arrived in Dhaka [rom
Panchagarh on Friday alter-
noon to take nece actions
for repeal of the Ordinance. He
had a meeting with Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia at
her Sugandha office at night.

Meanwhile, the Single
Bench of the Supreme Court
will hear the writ petitions
against the Election of
President Act and the

By Staff Correspondent

Ordinance today at 3 pm. .

Barrister Amirul Islam who
along with other lawyers
moved the writ petitions on
behall of Awami League leader
Abdus Samad Azad and others
told The Daily Star last night
that although the Ordinance
was being repealed, "its ghost
is already in existence within
the Act itself.”

He said that' the whole ob-
jeet of filing the writl petitions
was “to protest the policing
part of the mechanism under
which everybody is going to
know who is voting for whom.
['s nol election but selection”,

- Act passed unanimously
. parliament and endorsed in a

he said.

Another writ petition on
the same Act and the same
Ordinance filed by Barrister
Abdur Razzak and others on
behalf of Jamaat-e-lslami
leader Sheikh Ansar Ali will be
heard by the Single Bench si-
multaneously.

The government side
maintains that the Election of
President Act was very much
in accordance with the
Constitution 12th Amendment

by the

referendum.

See Page 12 Col. 3

Transport strike called off

The transport workers’
strike in the northern districts
and the countrywide transport
strike called from Sunday have
been withdrawn.

The leaders of Bangladesh
Road Transport Workers
Federation announcéd the
dectsion Friday night to with-
draw the strike following un-
derstanding reached with the
government and the transport
owners after fruitful talks.

The road transport workers
of northern districls went on
strike on September 27 to re-
alise their scven-point :Icmnd
that included issuance of ap
pointment letters by the uwn
81 the demand,
the Workers Federation also
called the countrywide indefi-
nite transport strike [rom

The leaders of Workers
Federation and the owncers'
represeniatives from
Bangladesh Road Transport
Association, Bus Truck Owners
Association and Truck Owners
Association met Lthe

Communication Minister Col
(Retd) Ol Ahmed at his resi-

dence Friday night. Some
transport owners from
Naogaon, MPs, Chairman of

Bangladesh Road Transport
Association and nﬂ'lr:ilh ul’

By Staff Correspondent

Labour Directorate were pre-
sent at the meeting.

The situation prevailing in
the road transport system in
North Bengal was discussed in
detail in the meeting. The
Communication Minister ap-
pcaled to both the owners and
federation leaders to come to
an understanding considering
the suffering of the people
after the flood. Both sides re-
sponded positively and
reached the undcrnlandtn
The owners agreed to provﬁc
appointment letters to the
workers and as a token of
their gesture, issued
some appoiniment Iletters at

the “and promised” to
issue all letters imunedi-

ately.

The leaders of Workers
Federation also reciprocated
by announcing withdrawal of
the ongoing strike in North
Bengal and also the scheduled
countrywide strike.

The [edceration leaders in-
cluding Manjurul Ahsan Khan,
Habibur Khan, Ismail
Hossain, Abdur Rouf,
Shahjahan Khan, Roy Ramesh
and others attended the meet-
ing. -

The owncrs were repre-
scented at the meeting by Hajf
Zainul Abedin, M A Kader,

Hasan Imam, | Hossain
Kajal, Shah Alam, Rostam Alf
Khan, G M Siraj, M A Gafur
and others.

The road transport work-
ers of Naogaon were on strike
for 54 days till Friday in sup-
port of their seven-point de-
mands. The strike spread (o all
the 16 districts of North
Bengal from September 27
when the transport workers of
these districts joined these in

n

The Bangladesh Road
rt Workers Federation
declared on Thursday that the
transport workers allover the
country would go on an indef-
intte strike from {Oct
6) in support of the 7:point
demand of federation’s North

Bengal unit.

Several rounds of talks be-
tween the ment and
the fedcration leaders were
held since Wednesday.

Earlier, in Friday alternoon,
a transport workers’ rally was
held in front of National Press

Chub. by Bangladesh
Road Transport Workers
Federation, the rally de-

manded immediate issuance of
appointment letters (o the
transport workers. The s
ers at the rally also u

See Page 12 Col. 7
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BSB faces funds crisis

Bangladesh Shilpa Bank
(BSB). faced with serfous lig-
uidity crisis, is secking funds
on emergency basis from vari-
ous traditional and non-tradi-
tional sources, both internal
and extcrnal, rcports UNB.

Official sources said BSB has
recentlly soughlt an emergency
fund of Tk 100 crore from the
Bangladesh Bank to weather
the crisis caused be-
cause of huge accumulation of
overdue loans.

It also asked [or [resh line
ol emergency credits from var-
jous traditional multilateral
agencies, Iincluding the
International Development
Association (IDA), Asian
Developmenl Bank (ADB) and
the Islamic Development Bank
(1DB).

Fund has also been sought
from non-traditional sources,
including FMO of the
Netherlands and the banking
institutions in Japan.

To daie, BSB's overdue

loans stood at more than Tk
350 crore while the outstand-
ing loan amounied to about Tk
1000 crore.

The recent recovery drive
of the government, BSD
sources admitted, hardly
yiclded any result as the re-
covery is still going at a pace
similar to that of the last 10

Faced with the current lig
uidity crisis, BSB has been
forced to become “too much®
conservative in [inancing new
projects, the sources ., and
is now pursuing a "go slow”
policy.

The fund crisis also put the
Bank in scrious trouble to
meet its debt-servieing labil-
ity. According to the sources,
the BSB has sought from the
Ministry of Finance a five-year
moratorfum on debt

Although fund was asked
from various sources, oflicials
said, response might not be
too positive, al lcast from the

two of the most prespcctive
multilateral Ieru.'lln; n.gtnciu
— IDA and the ADB.

These two lending agencies
stopped new line of credits to
BSD and BSRS (Bangladesh
Shilpa Rin Sangstha) in 1984
and their suspension has not
yet been lified.

They might nol be respon-
sive to the latcst BSB appeal
for emergency [unds, sources
apprchend, until their condi-
tion of privatizing the BSB and
the BSRS is fulfilled.

However, the Bangladesh
Bank is learnt lo have agreed
in principle lo provide BSB
with the credit it asked. BSB is
also hopeful of positive re-

se from the Jeddah-based
IDB and FMO
Netherlands.

Official cautlioned that the
liquidity crisis of the BSB
would have an advcrse impact
on thc overall investment sit-
uation, it being the country's

only long-term lending agency,

of the

|
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An anti-drug

Minister Abdul Matin Chowdhury led the procession.

procession was orgmund hy chiTerunt Dhaka baud I;mnn Lmnm and Leo Clubs in the city yesterday. Home

—Star photo

AL wants ‘free
and neutral’
election to
presidency

Awami League lcader Abdus
Samad Azad Friday made a
strong plea for making a free
and neutral clection to the
presidency through with-
drawal of the Presidential
Election Act, in kecping with
the “politics of conscnsus®,
reports UNB.

In a statemcnt Azad, who is
also the deputy lcader of the
opposition in parliament,
commented “The Presidential
Elcction Act, 1991, passed on
August 14, is nothing bul a
black law”.

"It has curbed Lthe funda-

.mental. rights blecking - the

process of elecling the
President In a democratic
way”, he said. llc also de-
scribed a ccriain part of the
Act as repugnant to the consti-
tution.

The Awami Lceague leader
went on to say thal the Act
passed in parliament unilater-
ally afler a walkoGl by the op-
position was nol acveplable.

Azad also remarked thal the
withdrawal of the
"undcmocratic ordinance” In
the face ol opposition from the
people, the political partics,
lawyers and profcssionals had

See Page 12 Col. 7

JP, JCD clash,
situation tense
in Chittagong

From QOur Staff
Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Oct 4: At
lcast 10 persons were In-
jured and a number of shops
damaged when Jatlyatabadi
Chhatra Dal WCD) and Jallya
Party WJP) activists clashcd at
Andarkilla in the city this
evening amid tensfon over
holding of a public mecting
tomorrow.

Both the BNP-backed JCD
and the JP have called public

mectings at Laldighi maidan
tomorrow alternoon.
The JP has called the

mecting to demand releas: of
the party Chairman and de-
posed president H M Ershad, a
programme Lhat preccdes its
counirywide observance of
‘Ershad rciease day on
October 10. Its Laldighi meet
ing will be rl?t‘l:dt‘d by
12 Col. 2
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Y'slav forces bomb Croatian

BELGRADE, Oct 4: Federal
forces bombed and bailled
Croatian positions Friday,
while the Defence Minister
pledged to halt the ofifensive,

“reports AP.

which threat-

agreed w halt its blockade of

federal afmy garrisons.
Federal jets bombed

Dubrovnik airport and the

Air Force jets hit a TV
tower just five miles (eight
kilometers) outside
Croatia’'s capital, as air raid
sirens wafled in the city, send-
ing residents scurrying to
shelters. Croatian TV went off
the air for a few minutes, re-
suming transmission with poor
quality.

The jets destroyed a strate-
gic bridge near the port of
Zadar, the Croatian Defence
Minister said.

Croatian forces had
abandoned the strategic
region just south of Zagreb,
defence ministry confirmed.
And hundreds of refugees,

army clutching just phllk
bags of hhw were [lee
ing

The Yugeoslav military

warned Friday that Croatian
forces had retreated into the

medicval walled town of
Dubrovnik and were "holding it
hostage together with all of its

people.”
“The army will do every-
thing to Dubrovnik, a

spare
city of infinite historical and

cultural value,” said the army

statement carried by Tanjug
news agency.

"But we have undisputable
proof that Croatian units hid-
ing there, and particularly the
foreign mercenaries to whom
preparing its destruction In
erder to blame the Yugoslav
army for that act of vandalism,”
it sadd.

The statement appealed to
the “citizens of Dubrownik and
the international public Lo -
vent this eriminal act.” i

The Croatian Defence
Ministry denied its forces had

positions

retreated into the city. It said
reinforcements were being
rushed to the area, without
power, water and communica-
tions for a fourth day,
Elrlltr report said,
goslavia’'s federal army

wrruqulultm-lr.
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Badrul seeks Golam | CPB central
Azam's blessings

By Moinuddin Naser

Presidential candidate
former Chief Justice Badrul
Haider Chowdhury last night
met Jamaat leader Professor
Golam Azam at the latter's res-
idence at Maghbazar.

Justice Chowdhury went to
meet Golam Azam alone at
around 9 pm and had a sitting
for about an hour.

Jamaat leader Sheikh Ansar
Al MP and former MP
Professor Mujibur Rahman
were also present during the
meeting.

When contacted Jamaat
Secretary General Moulana

1 Matiur- Rahman Nizami con- .,

firmed it and said that Justice
Chowdhury sought blessings of
Professor Golam Azam for his
election as President of the
republic.

When asked Jamaal leader
Sheikh Ansar Ali told this cor-
respondent that Justice
Chowdhury explained to Golam
Azam, the background of his
being a candidate in the presi-
dential election.

Justice Chowdhury had
been promoted by the Awami
League as a candidate in the
presidential election. But he
claimed that he was an inde-
pendent candidate and con-

testing the election as a candi-
date of all opposition parties
and groups. However, no polit-
ital party except the Awami
League has yet commitlicd
support to Badrul Haider
Chowdhury in the election.

Sheikh Ansar Ali further
said that the Jamaat had not
yet decided anything about its
role in the coming presidential
clection and added that the
Majlish-e-Sura of the party
would take decision regarding
this.

—=

Earlier when contacicd,
Jamaat Leader Moulana Maliur

~Rahman Nizami had told this

correspondent that this time
Jamaat would not be a junior

partner of any big party.

On Thursday last, the
Awami League leaders also met
the Jamaat leaders Lo discuss
the issue of presidential clecc-
tion. The Awami League lead-
ers also tried to convince the
Jamaat to support Justice
Chowdhury in the presidential
clection.

When contacted al around
11 o' cleck over telephone at
the residence of Justice
Chowdhury, his family source

body report
under fire

"Star Report”

Three distinct political cur-
rents in the Communist
of Bangladesh [CPB) surfaced
yesterday when the lcad -
ers started debate on the cen-
tral commitice proposal for
unity with the nationalist,
democratic and patriotic
forces in the country.

The CPB started its fifth
conlerence in the city on
Thursday.

The central commitice of
the CPB had abandoned the
idca of class stru much

yﬂ!ﬁﬂ‘“hhﬂ“n{

‘Glassnost’ and 'Perestrofka’ in
lhe Soviet Union by President
Gorbachev. But a very strong
scection of CPB leaders are still
trying to pursue the line of
‘class struggle’ complying with
the Marxism and Leninism.
After the placement of the
central commitiee report
which suggested alllance with

| the patriotic democratic forces

on national issues, four central
committee leaders partici-
patcd in the discussion yes-
terday.

The CPB secretariat mem-
ber Mujahidul Islam Selim dif-

See Page 12 Col. &

said that he was sleeping.
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PRODUCTION OF SHRIMP AND FISH

CAN NOT BE INCREASED BY DEPENDING ON

NATURE ALONE. TO INCREASE PRODUCTIVITY.

SCIENTIFIC METHODS OF SHRIMP AND FISH

FARMING WILL HAVE TO BE FOLLOWED

AND FOR SCIENTIFIC METHOD, BALANCED

SHRIMP AND FISH FEEDS ARE ESSENTIAL.

Shrimp feed produced by this Company is being applied at SABINCO assisted
Aquaculture Farms Ltd, Cox’'s bazar which yielded desired production. In cat-fish
farming also, this feed is being used at the Dhaka Fisheries Lid. and Bangladesh
Cat-fish Lid., two projects supported by SABINCO and desired resuits have been
aftained in terms of density and growth.

¥ you believe in scientifi¢ method of shrimp and fish farming and if you want 1o
benefit financially in this sector, then use balanced feed and contact us :

|

<

Telephones - 834510, 834526

(This project has been established with the financial assistance of
Ssudi-Bangladesh Industrial & Agriculturael Investment Company Limited
(SABINCO). SABINCO is a joint venture iInvestment company established by the
Governments of Saudi Arabisa and Bangladesh )

saudi bancga fish feed bd

211, Outer Circular Road, Moghbazar, Dhaka.



