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Election camps for
non-election uses
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parts of public thoroughfares.
As these are temporary struc-

tures none [elt that these
would maintain their exis-
tence once the election was
over.
The Daily Star correspon-
dent visited some of the
camps this week to know the
activities of the occupants.
Loudspeakers are not generally
used because these have no
need now. Only on special oc-
casions mikes blare day and
night almost non-stop. Then
suddenly the loudspeakers
cease 1o [unction alter the
particular event passes by
much to the relicf of the local
residents.

The camp near Shishu
Bitan-o-Shikhyangan School at
Eskalon Garden Road is being
used as a recreation centre for

a group of people. The camp

From Page 1 Col. §
tion in parliament must be
scrapped to uphold Lthe sanc-
tity of clection to the highest
post of President and make it
credibic to all.

The government, they said,
was forced to repeal the
"undemocratic and unconstitu-
tional® ordinance bowing o
combined pressure from the
public and opposition parties,
lawyers and professional
groups.

“Partial victory® have been
achieved through the repeal of
the ordinance, but the *final
victory” will be achicved alicr
scraping the “black"
President Election Law.

They thanked the people,
democratic forces and other
opposition parties for their
sup to Awami ¢ in
its | against the black or-

dinance.
The government should

immediatlely scrap the
President Election Aet o en-
sure sanclilty and credibility ol
the election to the presidency,
the Awami League leaders said.

Salauddin Quader

UND adds: National Demo-
cratic Party (NDP) leader
Salauddin Quader Choudhury
MP, has said the government
decision to repeal the-
Ordinance amending Presi-
dential Election Act is a

E

*Responding to popular
wishes cannot be manifested
as a defect for any democratic
government although it is def-
initely a vietory of popular
will", he said in a statement

Choudhury urged Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia to
repeal the Presidential
Election Act, 1991, and intro-
duce (resh law for holding
election o the )

lle said the presidential
law is an arbitrary Act
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By Khalilur Rahman

was sel up on a portion ol the
road before February 27 par-

llamentary polls. Groups of
men altend the camp

the
of laughter and huc and cry
are heard from in-
side. The visitors play cards
and caroms for

Residents of the

ullter inconveniences
due to the aclivitics. In
1986 general election to the
parliament similar camp was

sct up there. But the law en-
forcing agency dismantled the

structure on public complaint,
some local people lold the
Star.

Another camp, situated just
beside the main thoroughfare
al Green Road, remains busy
almost round the clock. This
has been functioning like a
club house. Al night the camp
is used for slecping by several
people on the kutcha floor,
residents said.

Two big camps belonging to
two political parties near
Kalabagan bus stoppage serve
commercial purposes. One of
the camps has been turned
into a big garage for autorick-
shaws. The camp is on the
footpalh. It has also en-
croached a small portion of the
road. A few autorickshaws
found inside were under repair
while some others put on daily
service, one of the garage

Opposition’s demand

violative of the scheme of the
Constitution as well as the
principles of pluralist, multi-
party, parliamentary democ-

"The powers of the
Executive (the majority party)
and the Preaidt:nl{ HE stipu-
lated in the Constitution, are
mutually exclusive.”

The NDP leader said the
Presidential Act of 1991 is an
ordinary legislation that is
contrary and contradictory to
this fundamental principle of
the Constitution. '

tHe said the Act secks to re-
duce the office of the
President to the same level of
30 women members ol parlia-
ment who are elected under
a system of "spoils to the vic-
lor”,

He said Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia had shown consid-
erable courage in recognising
and responding to “public
outrage” on the promulgation
of the Presidential Ordinance.

“The nalion expects that
she (Begum Zia ) would rise
above pctly suspicions and
narrow parochialism in re-
pealing the Presidential
Election Act of 1991 and in-
troducing fresh legislation for

holding elections for the of-
fice of President”.
E i‘lt
Ganatantri Party lcader
Suranjit Sengupta, MP,
Thursday urged the govern-

ment to scrap the President
Election Act immediately.

“The presidential election
will not be credible unless the
President Elcction Act, 1991
is also repealed and the sanc-
tity of ballot ensured,” he said
in a statement.

Presidential election under
this Act, he said, will not help
eliminate the vulnerability of
the presidency, nor will it
bestow credibility to the pro-
cess of election and the
clected president.
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keepers said.

The other camp near
Kalabagan bus stoppage has
been converted into a repair-
ing shop -cum-garage for rick-
shaws. A cigarette shop is also
being run. lere some of the
shelteriess people have found a

al Kalubagan.

The camps which are s
open in the metropolis have
no sanction [from respec-

tive political parties. Bul tLhe
local party bosses who planncd
the setting up of thosc for
electioneering did not remove
the structures. Rather Lhey al-
lowed Lhe party workers Lo use
those [or various purposes,
sources said.

A senfor police official said
that funcuoning of camps on
public places was unauthorised
and could be removed forth-
with. lle told The Daily Star
that it was Lhe primary re-
sponsibility of the Dhaka City
Corporation (DCC) to evict all
such unauthorised structures
with police help. It was nec-
cssary [ur Lthe sanitation as well
as bcaultification. The Dhaka
Metropolitan Police (DMP)
rule also has provisions for tak-

ing action in such cases, he
added.

Report on cyclone

From Page 1 Col. 4

The Foreign Minister said
that h's main thrust
as a small developing country
had been s g of the
moral conscience of the soci-
ety, especially in human terms.

Referring to Bangladesh's
bid for ECOSOC membership,
the Foreign Minister said that

h, which has passed
through tribulations and
gained experience in disaster
management, could be of help
to other countries facing simi-
lar problems.

The Secretary General re-
ferring o the recent cyclone
in Bangladesh said that he
would submit a report to the
General Assembly to betler co-
ordinate and respond Lo such
natural disasters. He said that a
revo fund with an amount
of 50 million US dollars has
been p to be estab-

i t of which immediate
4 ou
reliel can extended to the

aflecled people.

He also referred to the pro-
posal to have a high ranking
official directly responsible to
the Sccretary General to coor-
dinate such activities. He
hoped that his successor
would appoint a competent
person Lo this post. He further
mentioned’ that in such tragic
calastrophies as in Bangladesh
UN has and can show its hu-
manitarian role.

The Foreign Minister said

that such catastrophies have

shown the strength and re-
silience of the people of
Bangladcesh to overcome such
disasters. lle said that his
party came to power afler nine
years in opposition but the
Secrclary General's support
had given strength to the gov-
ernment.

The Minister offered to the
Secre General the assis-
tance ol Bangladesh in the
maintenance of peace and
holding of elections after
ceasefire has been effected in
Cambodia.

. The Foreign Minister men-
tioned the support that
Bangladesh has been extending
lo the UN Association of
Bangladesh and its activities.

He expressed the hope that
the Secrclary General's expe-
rience would be utilized in fu-
ture also cven though he may
not conlinue as Sccrelary
General.

STOCKHOLM, Sweden, Oct
3: Nadine Qordimer, a white
South Alrtcan whoe dared 0

describe and decry apartheid,
wen the 1991 Nobel Prize

I'm really . tremendously
surprised and thrilled,”
Gordimer sald Thursday in a
telephone interview in New
York, where she was lecturing,

Gordimer, an unwavering
critic of and an out-
spoken te of black ma-
jority rule in South Alrica, said

she did not see the award as
timed to the in South’
Africa, but as for a

body of work over :

The Swedish Academy
awarded the prize 1o
Gordimer, 67, who, il said,
“through her cpic
writing has — in the words of
Alfred Nobel — been of very
great benefit to humanity.”

The prize is worth 6 million
donor (dirs | million).

Gordimer “wriles with in-
lense immediacy about the ex-
tremcly complicaled personal
and social relationships in her
environment,” the academy
said.” "Al the same time as she
fecls a political involvement-
and takes action on that basis
— she does not permit this o
infllucnce her writings.”

"Nevertheless, her literary
works, in giving profound In-
sights into the historical pro-
cess, help to shape this pro-
cess,” the only a hall dozen
women have been honoured
with the Nobel Prize in litera-
ture since its inception In
1901. Gordimer was the first
woman in 25 years to win the
prize.
Gordimer has written 10
novels in 38 years and more
than 200 short stories.

In a review of "Jump,”
American novelist John Edgar
Wideman said Gordimer brings
a "moral intelligence” 1o de-
scriptions of South Alrica. In
one slory, a while jogger
forced to live in a squalid
township shack for a few hours
burics the impulse Lo describe
the expericnce. His silence (s
"transformed into raw, inar-
ticulate pain,” and then inlo
violence, Wideman writes.

Gordimer, who unlike her
character has striven lo ex-
press her responsc lo life in
South Alrica, made a dramatic
demonstration of her convic-
tions in December 1989. She
testified as a defense witncss
for 11 black activists on trial
for treason and terrorism.

She said she regarded
Nelson Mandela and Oliver
Tambe of the African National

Che Daily Star
Nadine Gordimer wins Nobel |Eaiea

Congress as her leaders and

accepled the guerilla mowve-

ment’'s decision to use violkence

against South Alrica’'s white
nt.

"Having lived here for 66
years,” she said, "] am well
aware for how long black peo-
ple rﬂrﬂneﬂ from wviolence.
We while people arc responsi-
ble for it." Gordimer grew up
in the mining town of
Springs, the daughter of
Jewish immigrants from

England and Latvia.

Nadine Gordimer
Her childhood drcam was
to be a ballet dancer, but her
mother forbade physical cxer-
ton because of an acccleraled
heart mate.
Gordimer, who had been
rﬂ::;r since the age of 9,
tur increasingly to books

for afler she
mmbrﬂnm.;gm school at
the age of 11 because of her
physical weakness.

She spent hours in the
Springs ﬁhrnry. She credils
"The Jungle,” Upton Sinclair's
exposce on the Chicago meat
industry, for planting the sced
of soclal awarcness in her
young mind.

Gordimer's first story was
published when she was 15 in
a literary magazine, When she
was 27, her first book, "Face to
Face,” was published.

She now lives in Johan-
nesburg with her second
husband. She has two grown
children.

The academy said that
Gordimer, since the 1970s
had dcveloped a complex
technigue in her novels, which
produced three mastcrpieces.
The academy named "The

Conservalionist” eof 1974,
‘Burger's Daughter” of 1979,
and “July's people” of 198].
The academy said Lhese
books “illustrate concefvable
personal standpoinis in the
complicated spiritual and ma-
terfal environment of an Africa
in which black consciousncss

is growing

The academy also honoured
Gordimer for her shorter sto-
riecs. "Compact and dense, they
are extremely telling and show
Cordimer at the height of her
crealive powers,” the academy
said. It mentioned “Selected
Stories” of 1975,

"Gordimer's  specHically
fcminine experiences, her
compassion and her outstand-
ing liwcrary style, characterize
her short stories as well,” the
academy said. Gordimer has
also published a few volumes of
litcrary criticism, as well as a
large number of articles,
speech articles on different
subjects.

Sture Alen, the academy's
permanent secretlary, said in
announcing the prize,
"Gordimer was awarded Lhe
prize for her great epic writ-
ings cenlering on the eflects
of the race relations in her
society.”

Bul he added the award has
"nothing to do with the politi-
cal relations in South Africa.”

He said Gordimer herself is
careful 1o make a clear dis-
tinction between her author-
ship and her work in politics
and other areas.

The award is the first of six
Nobels 1o be announced this
month.

A woman hasn't won the
literature prize in 25 years,
since German-Swedish writer
Nelly Sachs shared the 1966

award with Israecli author
Shmucl Agnon.
The Swcdish Academy

Thursday listed the following
works by 1991 Nobel laurcate
Nadine Gordimer:

Novels: The Lying Days,
1953; A World ol Strangers,
1958; Occasion for Loving,
1963; The Lale Bourgeols
World, 1966; A Guest of
llonour, 1970; 1980; A Sport
of Nalure, 1987, My Son's
Story, 1990.

Short storics: Face to Face,
1949; The Solt Voice of the
Scrpent, 1952; Six Feet of the

Country, 1956, Friday's
Foolprint, 1960; Not for
Publication, 1965; Livings-
tone’'s Companions, 197];
Sclectecd Stories, 1975: A
Soldier's Embrace, 1980;
Junlp. ]ﬂﬂl —-AP_
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CPB Genefal S-ecelil:..nr}* Saifuddin Ahmed Manik addre

congress of his party at the Institution Engineers yesterday.

CPB congress

From Page 1 Col. 7
in favour. of Marxism and
Leninism and against the pro-
Gorbachev forces, the inaugu-
ral session started at 4 pm,
one hour behind the schedule.

Leaders of both the ruling
and the opposition political
partics atlended the inaugural
session which continued for
over two hours.

Followed by a session of
mass songs by the 'Udichi’
members, the opening of the
congress was marked by hoist-
ing of the national flag by
Saifuddin Ahmed Manik and
the party flag by veteran com-
munist leader Ashu Bharaddaj.
When the national anthem was
sung.

Chaired by Saifuddin Manik,
the opening session was also
addressed by the BNP Joint
Secretary General and Labour
and Manpower Minister Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan, Awami Lea-
gue presidium member and
Deputy Leader of the Oppo-
sition in Parliament Abdus
Samad Azad, Ganataniri Party
President Syed Altaf Ilossain,
NAP General Secretary Pankaj
Bhattacharya and United
Communist League leader

mﬂglﬁu. those present on

the occasion include: Tofael
Ahmed, MP, and Motia Chou-
dhury, MP, of the Awami
League, AFM Mahbubul laq,
Nirmal Sen, Mushtaque llo-
ssain, Haider Akbar Khan
Rono, Dilip Barua, Tipu Biswas
Aksad of Peace Council, CGana-

tantri Party leader and Editor
of the daily Sangbad Ahmedul
Kabir and Prof Kabir.
Choudhury.

Saifuddin Manik announced
lhal}ijhlu party would carry for-
ward the movement for peo-
ple’'s economic emancipation
upholding the ideals of social-
ism and communism in the
context of national reality.

The party will continue
open discussions on the idco-
logical matters against the
background of changes in the
socialist countrics, Manik said
adding that his party had al-
ready given up the strategics of
hiding the theoretical and po-
litical subjects.

Manik obscrved that the
process of institutionalising
democracy was being hindered
as the presidential candidates
were made without any con-
scnsus among the political par-
ties. Moreover, promulgation
of the new Ordinance showed
undemocratic attitude of the
ruling party, he added.

Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan re-
called the contributions of the
CPB in the anti-autocracy
movement and wished success
of its congress.

Abdus Samad Azad said all
must work sincerely to put
democracy on firm [ooting.
Criticising the promulgation of
the President Eleclion
(Amendment) Ordinance, he
said such a step by the demo-
cratically clected government
had given the impression of its
autocratic atUtude.

ssing the inaugural session of the 6-day
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Transport strike ]

From Page 1 Col. 4

minibus, and auto-tempos will
go ofl the roads from Sunday,"
a Federation leadcer said adding
that "We are struggling to im-
plement an existing law of the
country.”

He said that three owners'
associalions also urged their
members to issue appointment
letters to the workers by
Octlober 31.

Mcanwhile, our Sirajganij,
Rajshahi, Bogra, Thakurgaon,
and Nawabganj correspondents
report that the week-long
transport strike has paralysed
the northern parts of the
country.

Reliel operations in the
flood-hilL arcas have been ad-
verscely alfceled by the strike
although the vehicles carrying
relicfl goods have been ex-
empted from L.

The travclling public and
the critical paticnts have been
suffering a lot. Petrol pumps in
many districts have dricd up
and prices ol cssentials have
soared.

Students pledge

From Page 1 Col. §

gard.
Addressin the student
leaders the ucation Minister

sald Education Ministry would
take necessary measures to
restore peace on the campus.
He said campus violence would
causc an firre ble loss o the
nation and degrade the stan-
dard of education in the uni-
versity.
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| AL, BNP leaders'

residences attacked
in Sirajganj: 10 hurt
SIRAJGANJ, Oct 3 : AL least

10 people were injured and a
house was demolished during

attacks on the houses of two
political leaders in Sadar

upazila early today, reports
UNB.

The clashes ensued when a
rival group gheraced the house
of local Awami League leader
Abdul Bari, alse Deputy Unit

Commander of district
Hﬂm Sangsad, at vil-
lage Wednesday mid-
night.

Several bombs were ex-

ploded in the clashes, wit-
nesscs sald. The house was

completely and all
belongings were into a
nearby pond.

Failling to trace Bari, the at-
ltackers damaged the house
and threw all belongings into
the .

Mecanwhile, another group
altacked the house of BNP
leader Abdus Salam but was
chased back.

Police rushcd to the spot
and arresied two people.

Japanese grant

From Page 1 Col. 6

Toshio Saiki discussed elabo-
ratcly on the grant with the
Food Minister, Shamsul Islam,
al his Secrectarial office today,
the handout said.

They also discussed matters
ol bilateral interests.

The minister apprised the
ambassador of various devel-
opment policies and pro-
grammes adopted by the new
democratic rnment.

The ambassador lauded the
cllorts of the Bangladesh gov-
ernment towards restoration
ol democ and ho that
the existing bonds of [riend-
ship and cooperation between
these two [riendly countries
would be further consolidated,
the handout added.

Writ
From Page 1 Col. 7

it if the government also doc
that.” '

tle said after getting the
news about the government's
decisfon to rcpecal the
Ordinance, he had a brief ex-
change of ideas with his
clicnts and they were of the
opinion that the matter that
aggricved them was still there.

Altorney General Aminul
Huq declined to disclose the
points on which the govern-
ment wants to defend its posi-
tion.

tie, however, said that the
provision of open election was
not unique in Bangladesh. The
same mode was followed in re-
spect of election of the
President of the United States
of America.

In America there were no
legal restrictions to check vot-
ing against party candidates,
but voters casting votes against
their party candidates wcre
declared as "[aithless voters”.
And that was considered sufli-
cient Lo politically doom a
voter,

The first incident of
"faithless voting™ was recorded
in the US in 1796 when a
voter had voted against
Thomas Jellerson, then a
Democratic-Republican who
had won against John Adams,
a Fedcralist. Similar cases of
"faithless voters" were
recorded as late as 1972, the
Attorncy General said.

Shamsul Hug Chowdhury,
Convener, Coordination
Council of the Bar Associations
ol Bangladesh while expressing
his satisfaction over the gov-
ernment’s decision to repeal
the Ordinance said it was difii-
cult lo say if the Election of
President Act 1991 could be
scl aside. That's a law passed
by the parliament. The
Ordinance was difTicult to be
defended, he said.

Khandakar Delwar
Hossain, Chicl Whip of the
Treasury Bench in pariament
told The Daily Star that the
Election of President Act,
1991 was under a pro-
vision of the Constitution
Twellth Amendment Aect.
Election of president was not
an ordinary clection and the

rmment would defend the

. he said.

100 hurt as soccer
fans clash
in Ctg stadium

From StafT CurrL1Mht"

CHITTAGONG, Oct 3: At
least 100 pcople 12
policemen were injured
soccer fans clashed at Chitt-
agong Stadium wday, police
and eyewlincss said.

The clash erupted during a
football’ match between
Mohammedan [lues and
Satadal Club when sume su
portcrs pelted stones at
players at the 22nd minute of
the flirst hall of tUw mutch.

Among Lthe infured 70 were
‘reated at the Chitlagon
Medical College Hospt
(CMCH), 20 were admitted to
the CMCI1I.

Eyewilness saild police ba-
ton charged whilk: the sup-
poriers were pelling stones.
The supporters oo retaliated
the police action.

Water transit

From Page | Col. 8

Bangladesh under terms and
conditions,” it added.

"India has been Lwo
waler routes of sh
since 1972 when ti.te"h*pmlml
was signed,” an official said.

One route s from
Raimangol in Khulna 1o
Datkhawa in K dis
(839 km) and another from
Raimangol to Zakiganj in
Sylhet (876 km).

India, for using the transit
roules in ncxl two ycars [rom
Oclober 4 will pay Tk 2.55
crore to Bangladesh as
"mainlenance cost" in local
currency, the ollicial said.

Tk 2.32 crore was paid by
India in the last two years, he
added.

Replying to a question, the
official : "Indian ships will
be allowed to carry only mer-
chandise through our water
ways,”

Similarly, Bangladesh ships
will be allowed to com-
mercial goods from Ralmangol
to Calcutta. .

Ordn repealed

From Page 1 Ceol. 5

both in the Opposition and
within the BNP were happy
over the decision.

He, however, said that his
party would continue the
struggle for ensuring free and
fair clections.

He said that the open ballot
was against the spirit of [ree
and fair polls. lle called upon
all to [ollow the principle of
conscnsus al this nascent stage
of democracy.

The overall reaction to the
overnment decision was
avourable although the Jatiya
Party leader Moudud Ahmed
termed it as a defeat for the

Maulana Matiur Rahman
Nizami, leader of the Jamaat
Parliamentary Party, told The
Daily Star that the repeal of
the Ordinance was a victory of
the democratic forces. He was
happy that the ruling party
showed respect to the wishes
of the people.

Salahuddin Quader
Choudhury, leader of the
National Dcmocratic Party,
said that the decision to repeal
the Ordinance was the sub-
mission to popular will which
could nol be termed as a de-
feat for any democratic gov-
ernment.

Advocale Shamsul llaq
Choudhury, Convencr of the
Coordination Council of the Dar
Associations of Bangladesh,
welcomed the decision of the
government.

A cross-scction of people
saw the decision of the ruling
party as a us ane say-
ing that it sheuld not be
termed as a defeat when a
democratic government sub-
mits to popular will.

Khaleda Zia has done the
same thing and has success-
fully taken the wind out of the
Opposition sail, said the politi-
cal obscrvers.

The obscrvers, however,
feel that it will take quile some
time for the ruling party (o re-
cover Lhe shock it received
through the promulgation of
the Ordinance.



