OUVE bably started
i reading this article with
a look of distaste etched
over Yyour countenance,
thinking the title is yet
another example of those
ridiculous, confounded
spelling mistakes that seem to
appear everywhere. It is not
the first time one has been ap-
palled by spelling errors. In
the past, we have been be-
seeched to ‘cust’ our precious
‘voats' for some during
the elections and 'well-comed'
into ‘jawellery’ shops. Everyone
reading this article must have,
at one time or the other, . been
frustrated beyond sanity by
these silly, pathetic spelling
mistakes.
le have had massive

attacks and severe rere-
ral complications when the

newly-paintced walls of their
homes have been marred by
ugly black grafliti. Some have
died of acute [rustration when
they noticed the atrocious
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spellings. Others have laughed
drily at the comedy of errors
— the ity of these mis-
spelled words — a mockery of
all spelling and grammatical
rules.

| was at a ‘jewellary’ shop
last week; we had purchased a
'rubf’ stone and a 'dimond’
ring. The jeweller, a rather
dislinguished looking man at
that too, did not care to know
the names of the stones that
eamed him all that money. Can
things possibly get worse ?
Well, yes can |

On the first page of their
diary books, school-goers have
their school ‘routin'. Famous,
national sporting personalities
have advertised their 'favorit'
socks and shoes. "l love the
football”, proclaimed one
proud, soccer loving grallit
artist. And we all know of the
wonderful ‘restaurents’ and
‘confectionary’ shops all over
our city. What next ?

A frend's recommendation

| went to a school
for two years and spent almost
every minute hating it. That is
only normal. The very word,
“school” buillds up i s of
horror: cruel teachers, dull
classrooms and even worse
classes to endure. If that was
not bad emough you had to
wear uniforms and be just like

every onec clse. You have to
learn Math, History, and
Physics, Chemistry, too.

Shakespeare is ofcourse there
to make our life a misery.
Youth 1t is said, is squan-
dered on the Young. The fault
does not lie with us but with
school. It has been four
months since | said goodbye to
my school days and it is now
that | miss them most_ If regu-
lar school is bad then boarding
school is a horror. You are
stuck in the presence of those
swful educationists all the

with
all day long,

You have to endure ten and
hallf months give or take a few
days, under their beady little
gaze and it can drive you mad!
To make things worse the
dormitories look like cells in
' (bars on the windows
massive locks on the
doors), the beds are uncom-
fortable and the bathrooms are
unmentionable. Ofcourse. the
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USELESS ACTIVITIES

Thiss

from the Principal of her
Bengali-medium
claimed that she was a 'goodly’
girl who was ‘very excellent’

An advertisement {n a
newspaper staled a person
wanted to teach 'English' and
was ‘abroad -trained’.

"l s0 much love Nadia', was
etched into a tree by some
particularly passionate, starry-
eyed lover who was obviously
too pre-occupied to be both-
ered by conventional writing
forms.,

The list could be continued
indefinitely. But where is this
perversity of spellings taking
us to ? Shouldn't a as

universal as English deserve

more attention, shouldn't
someone, or some organisa-
tion, attempt to put an 'and’ to
all these mis-spellings? If not
the general standard of
English in our country will de-
cline even further. s
As if that was possfble !

school
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food is not edible and
you can spend hours trying to
chew what s supposed to be
meat (but you don’t dare ask
what its origins are). Such is
school. There is no
escape either. You have to en-
dure much in a boarding
school because there are some
thirty one other kids in your
dorm alone and each with
their own taste in clothes,
food, music, and so on.
each have to be dealt with and
this is without counting the
four hundred others. The
hardest part is learning to
cope on one's own and
compromises with each other,
especially your room-mate.
Your "roomie” will be either

to endure his or her presence
till the next semester). There

has to be a lot of adjusting to

Time Off
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* It was a typical family
evening: Father sat in his
favourite chair reading the pa-
Fhﬂ'ltl:ﬂby-lllhh;l
playing with a toy and Mother
sat in her favourite chair knit-
ting. Father happened to
glance down at the baby.

"Baby’'s nose is running " he
el |

Mother dropped the knit-

ting in disgust onto her lap.
"Don’'t you ever think of any-

thing but horse racing?

14

Test Your
‘Word Bank’

"Have you tried opening the
windows?” the hﬂllh-d_;ﬁﬂ-
ment worker asked. L7

to turn up, | taught

west. "™

“You've been what?” cried
the startle nobleman. But |
haven't any enemies in the

west.
"Oh.” said the knight and

the dorm and all you do is
wallow in the mire. But of-
course to add colour to your
dull, drab days you get ex-
tremely creative and down
right innovative. You conjure
up amazing ways to torture
that stupid girl who thinks she
is God's gift to Earth and you
experiment on the poor under
classmen and then congratu-
late yourselves at your ingenu-
ity.

Ofcourse it is not just work
and no play. You get to see so
much and learn so much more
than you can learn from books
alone. Books and teachers are
not our only means of .
We learn from o= :h::-E
and friends and all the people
we see and meet. Boarding
school allows you the pleasure
of coming into contact with a
million different cultures and a
million different with a
million different
thoughts. - There are Hindus
Sikhs, Muslims and
Christians, Zorastrians and
Buddhists and so much more,

¢ A store manager heard his
clerk tell a customer, “No
ma'am, I'm afraid we haven't
had any for quite a while, and
it doesn't look like we'll be
getting any soon.”

Horrifled, the manager
came over to the cus-
tomer and said, "Of course
we'll have some soon. We

laced an order last week *

order and it's co . Now,
what was it she
"Rain.” said the clerk.
* A great guy who would
weigh arou 250 unds
went into the s and

sald to the clerk at the
counter, "Gimume hglf a head of

like every thing else in life. It
is a world of its own created by
so0 many different people
coming together from the far
corners of the Earth to create
a world of their own. The
thoughts and ideas are all pe-
culiar to it and alien to those
outside. It is a home away from
home (and if you've been there

long enough your concept of
which is home and which is

not can get slightly muddled).

"Don’'t let school interfere
with your education”, said
Samuel Clemens, alias, Mark
Twain and it deesnot neces-
sarily have to interfere with
your education because after all
you only live once and you only

to school once f(even If its

some sixteen or seventeen

years), so you might as well
mu-ﬁﬁ'nm,

rrrrr

the gigantic guy be -
hind him. He had the
clerk inside and heard

word said Quickly,thtch::{

lost?” asked his mother.

"Sure I'm sure.” said the
boy. "1 saw the man looking for
"

Puzzles

I. NOTHING TO IT : Study

this paragraph and all things in
itt What is wrong with it?
Actually it is wrong.
but you must L it is mosl
unusual. Don't Zip through
it quickly, but st it scrupu-
lously. With luck you should
spot whal is so about

and try again. Don't miss
a word or a symbel. It isn't all
that difficult.

3 What occurs once in a
minute, twice in a moment,
but not once In a hundred
years ?

I1l. Here are the names of

—
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‘Bet You
Didn't
Know

When was the auto-da-[e?

* The auto-da-fe (act of
faith) was the name of the pub-
lic ceremony which followed
the secret trials of the Spanish
Inquisition established In 1478
during the reign of King
Ferdinand of Aragon and
Queen Isabella of Castile.

Thece two Christian monar-
chs, having united most of
age-old

country from
"the infidels” by the conquest
of Granada from the Moors.

ential Jewish community,
whose wealth aroused envy
and whose presence seemed
to offer the greatest obstacle o

even Catholics whose be-
haviour was deemed to
threaten the solidarity
church on which the royal au-
thority also rested.

After secret interrogations,
sometimes aided by torture,
the auto-da-e was celebrated.
First came a procession of
priests, officials and accused

who had confessed
their guilt and declared them-
sclves penitent. This was fol-
lowed a solemn mass, an
oath of obedience to the
Inquisition and the reading of
sentences, whether of pun-
ishment or acquittal. T;Olt
eondemned to death were
handed over to the civil power
to emphastze the fact that the
church did not {tsell shed
blood.

Wat il Ha

HE moaned out aloud
tull':e spite of herscll as

S pressure of his

probing fingers increased. It
was almost unbearably painful !
Her mind wandered aimicssly
while the madness of his Louch
continued. It was just aboul all
she could take, when he
suddenly withdrew.

"Tm sorry, Jackie, but my
diagnosis was correcl. Your
tonsils have inflamed. I'm sure
you know what that mweans.
"She knew only too wcell what
that meant. It meant that her
carcer as a singer was coming
to a graceless end. Of all the
stupid reasons for retirement |
She had joined the music in-
dustry to become a legend:
another Madonna il you wish.
Now after three years ol work
and only one major hit, she
was on the way lo sitling back
and recalling her (nol so) daz-
zling carecr as a rccording
artist. Yes, Lhat was a good
term, for all she ever did was
record songs on | her
Portastudio (portable studio)
and try and get a contract

signed.

The patiently waiting doc-
tor was forgolten while she
had lapsed into thought.
Coming out of it she saw him

ng al her over the glasscs
¢ wore on the extreme cdge

of his nose. "Tonsilitis?" She
questioned, still unable to be-

licve what he had said. Belore
he could ofler any consolatory
advice like "Don’t feel so bad”
blah blah, she added, "It's
preity obvious what that means
doc, and {f | didn't know bct-
ter I'd say you're pretty much
gloating over Lhe [act that |
won't be able Lo sing anymore.”
She stared at the dumb-
founded man, challenging him
to say something. He kept si-
lent. She'd get over this. It
wasn'l the first time he'd had
to put up with something like
it

Jackie gol up to leave as
soon as hc'd handed her the
necessary information such as
which doctor would perform
the operation, where, when,
eic. And wenl oulside to pa
her lee. lle charged me to t:ﬁ
mec | can now call mysell Jack
but sound a bil like a Jackie,
she thought, wal oul into
the sunny stirect. She shook
her first angrily at the perfect

Due to lack of space we could not print the questions of
Quiz Club last week. The answers to the Quiz questions on
September 20th are:

l. Indu
2 Baber
3 Tibetan Spiritual leader
4 Lhasa, Tibet
5. Mexico
6 B. Shaw
7 Florda
B Nepal
9 Donald Bradman
10. Lord Mountbatten.
This week's brain teasers are:
1. What is the chemical name for popular fool's gold?
2 Who wrote “The Three Musketeers™
i When did the French Revolution break out? .
1 For what book was Rabindranath Tagore awarded the
Nobel Prize?
5 How many moons does Jupiter have?
6 What is the discase common among sailors,
that is caused by lack of fresh frufts and
7. Which Country is called The Emerald isle
| Which country is called The Land of the White
Elephant™
9 How many players form a team for Union?
10. Who was the king of Spain at the time b the Armada?

Answers will be given

two weeks from now. Please send
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day, bitterly recalling it was.
raining cats and dogs the day *

The Career Move

Judith G-De Costa’.
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health ! | was
for what

shc go her first contract iy the ' s three
signed. It was on the terme ?ul ]p,'-t. s li:'{-:
that her first single had o sell . - m:-dﬂllcrﬂbr!
over 10,000 copies in Lhe m g instead of a
homcland alone. Otherwise, “sore threst” Boy, was it
thcy were fintshed — thank -séfe) —  —= o

you very much, madam, ft's “~ , * _ »

been a pleasure doing business . h’q,r,[ af'-i I had no wvisi-

with you. ller first brtak
and she was taken for a ride. ' .

tors | Not even the guy who
stiried the swhole mess. He'd
been arpund when | was still

At the time she had conseoled . knocked oul, bwas lold later.
hersclf with the fact that it *ﬁvhy ‘e come back ?
happened to newcomers. Now: [Ldunno.May be he didn't like
she saw it as the fault of np\ *me.

one else but herself. She .
should have known better. Jackies fears and cynical
retrospect was jusl a waste of
Taken from the fournal of mental e , she soon dis-

Ms Jackie Abrahams : They put
me out before they did things
to my Lhroat. In a way | was'
grateful to them because re-
moving
the pain and I'd once meore.
look mysell, not like a crude.

caricature of someone gobbling
food which was stuck just un-

covered, for she sounded bet-
ter than ever aller the surgery.
Her voice had a throatiness
which it lacked belore and was
‘perfcel for the votoe required

lo sing jhe songs ehe wrole.

Ngow per she eould even
record an ! Jackie al-

ways felt as ff some vital in-

Lthe tonsils would ease’

der her chin | Yes, in a way 1 gredient wal _nissing in the
'making of An-wbum by herscif

was very
other way | hated—then:The
operation was a financtal mur- |
der and there was no one
look afier my house or fecd may!
cat. The only Lhing | knew
aboul tonsilitis was that your "

L e

grateful. In every
ut her

throat swelled up, you got the mope any longer. There was
culprit plucked out and then work to be done. She would go
sat and gorged yoursell on ice-  out there and make the new
cream. | was cnlightened fur-  start the very same day day !
ther on the whole business Even get a new Portastudio.
when | found oul there is only The future looked bright for
so much ice-cream you can el  _ackie; She was for the

and all that rest can become. first ume in&very time.




