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HERE is one for
certain "tl':t is common
to each everyone of
us. Today is the first day of the
rest of our lives. We cannot live
in the past. is the first
day of our entire future. But we
the benefits of the past.
We in our own history.
One of h's suc-
cesses of the past, where no
other country in South Asia has
had similar success, is the
provision of clean drinking
water,
Due to the success of the
Department of Public Health
Engineering (DPHE) and the
Government of Bangladesh, 80
per cent of the population has
access to handpumps and 80
per cent of the population
drinks water from handpumps.
When | first came to
Bangladesh in 1974 and visited
Roumari in the far North of the
country, | was served a glass of
water from the reserve pond,
as that water was co
to be the most tasty. When |
went to Aricha or urabad
mnr when | traveled to
la or Chittagong | was
repeatedly served water from
the reserved ponds. Needless
to say, | had serious bouts of
stomach upset during those

minum jugs. They always reas-
sure us that their water is
clean because it come from
tubewells.

Clearly, there has been a big
leap forward in people’'s un-
derstanding and perception of
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SANITATION IN BANGLADESH

Cole P. Dodge

One of the Bangladesh's success of the past, where no other country in South Asia
~ has had similar success, is the provision of clean drinking water.

the quality of water we drink
and use. In the minds of peo-

_ ple, the value of clean water is

now well established. And yet,
a tubewell is far more difficult
to install, its far more expen-
sive, and it is far more techni-
cal than a latrinc. But the lack
of sanitation is not for lack of
trying by the Government. It
was back in 1958 when DPHE
first introduced the water-
sealed latrine. It was improved
in 1962, intensified in 1972
and expanded in 1978. And
yet, today only one out of
twenty ple uses a proper
latrine in Bangladesh. The
program UNICEF has been
supporting since 1966 has
failed to reach its

So when we look inte the
future keeping the experi-
ences of the past in mind and,
remembering that to-day is the
first day of the rest of our life,
it is not surprising that we in
UNICEF, we in DPHE and we
in the Ministry ol Health look
to the involvement of Ansar-
VDP and other partners to join
in this, the biggest public
health challenge, the challenge
of a sanitation revolution in
Bangladesh.

But are we up against the
impossible? All of the planners
in Dhaka , all of the enginecers
and the health officials have
concluded that it is impossible
for Ba sh, in the course
of the next five year plan, to

increase sanitation coverage by .

more than about 10 percent-

age points and yet, we are
convinced that within one year
the Ansar-VDP can increase
the coverage to over 20 per
cent. How? That requires that
we do things differently than
we did in the past. It also in-
volves figuring out how to "do
the impossible.”

Bangladesh is a beautiful
country, and the beautiful birds
that come here from Russia
every year, the Siberian ducks,
will start coming soon. | am
reminded of the story about
the scientist who studies how
the Siberian duck was able to
fly from the Northern part of
Russia to the "char” and "haor”
arcas of Bangladesh to escape
the freezing arctic winter of
northern Russia. The first
thing the scientist did was to
examine one duck and the ef-
ficiency of that duck flying
through the air. He calculated
the number of kilometers
which it had to and then calcu-
lated the number of kilometers
which it had to fly and then
calculated the amount of en-
ergy which the bird had stored
up in its body fat for use on the
long flight.

When he had done all his
calculations he concluded that
it was impossible for the duck
of fly from Russia to
Bangladesh — just as the plan-
ners and the engineers and
the health officials have con-
cluded that it was impossible
to get sanitation coverage to a
high level in a short period of

time.

Let us return to the scien-
tist and his problem of how
these birds actually fly from
Siberia to Bangladesh and go
back.

- One cool fall day the scien-
tist was sit on the banks of
the Brahmaputra next to a poet
friend. They looked overhead
and they saw a "V” formation of
ducks flying South. The scien-
tist explained the matter to
the poet and the issue that had
been bothering him. And the
poet thought: "Well, if the indi-
vidual duck cannot go alone,
then may be there is some-
thing to the ducks working to-
gether? The scientist
scratched his head and went
back to his laboratory. He re-
constructed his wind-resis-
tance models and began his
second phase of experiment.
He found that the movement of
the wings of the lead duck
creates a small pocket of low
air pressure immediately be-
hind the wings. The next bird
just slips into that pocket and
thus gets the benefit of the
rushing air that [lows from all
directions to [ill the pocket.
The third bird gets the same
energy-discount by taking ad-
vantage of the low-pressure
pocket created by the second
bird. By flying in formation,
each duck benefits from the
one ahead and the process
continues to the last bird.

The scientist came up with
results that by flying in forma-

tion, all of the ducks gain 71
per cent more efliciency
i.e.,the ducks fly 171 miles by
putting in the energy that they
need to cover 100 miles when
they fly individually. In work-
ing together they can fly from
Siberia to the Chars and Haors
of Bangladesh.

Sitting back on the banks of
the Brahmaputra, the scientist
was feeling very proud of him-
self for having solved this
problem in a scientific way. He
related his discovery to the
poet, and the poet asked: "Ahl
yes my learned [riend, but
what about the lead duck, the
one at the tip of the "V™? The
lead duck does not get any
such advantage. He has to lead
the way. How does that duck
have the energy to fly all the

« Way?

The scientist [inally made
two observations. One is that
whenever ducks fly in a flock,
they make a constant honking
poise. They make a noise from
behind, encouraging the lead
duck to go on. The lead duck
takes this encouragement and
keeps going. The second ob-
servation was that it's not only
one duck that leads. When the
lead duck gets tired, it drops
out and another duck comes to
the front to take to the leader-
ship role.

Bangladesh has experienced

the success of working to-
gether through constantly

. ners on board as

An Electritying Performance Sans S(;-i_]_i)t

by Fayza Haq
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practice for six months o a
year. The experis, meanwhile,
study Lheir seriousness or
whether they do not have
enough initiative.

The enthusiasis are then
brought Lo a central place for
training lor seven to ten days
during which time they learn
aboul body gestures, choreog-
raphy, how Lo compose a
drama ., and the theory of
drama. All this is verbal. They
learn how Lo without
props, and lo create
sound effects through Lhe
mouth.

Init the experts Masud
Bibagi, ul Mannan, Abdus
Samad and Waliul Islam learnt
from two advisors from two
National School of Drama in
india. The scripts, acting and
direction belong Lo the aclors
themselves. The four experts
simply suggest and advise.

They do not censor or change.
All they do is tighten the
script and delete anything that
might weigh down the play.
Oul ol the seven women and
cleven men laking part in
"Horin Kholar Daak®, one of
the plays presented on the oc-
casion, Rupban, 28, is di-
vorced, and without any chil-
dren. She sings “kirtons”™ and
“bhojons” from place to place.
She earns her living by singing.
Added (o this, she catches and
sclls fish during the season.
She is also greatly involved iIn
the saving project of the group
Another interesting person-
ality performing in the play Is
Shaymoli, 25 , who has studicd
upto class X. She is unmarried.
Due to her economic circum-
stances she has not progressed

much more in her studics. She’
lives with her parents, and as a
daughtcr of a fisherman, she

too catches fish, an looks alter
chicken and ducks. She is an
active worker of Nijera Kori
and travcls from village to vil-
lage suggesting how to im-
prove their acting and gencral
existence.

Bithi is a 32 year -old mar-
ried participant of the play.
She has a child, and she and
her husband are active and
conscious workers of the
group.

"Horin Kholar Daak™ was
based on an Incident which
actually took place last ycar on
Hovtmgcr 7th. All the pcople
acting were themselves In-
volved in the incident. An Indi-
vidual wanted o do shrimp
culture in an fllegal way. The
people protested bul the en-
treprencur plunned to cul the
salt walcr routes into Lhe river.
As a reaction 5000 peopic

Most of the players are
agricultural wage ear-
ners. They do not po-
ssess any land of their
own. ‘Nijera Kon’, a lo-
cal NGO, has stirred it-
self to create an awa-
reness about their eco-
nomic and social situ-
ation.

prolested.

These people were coming
out in a procession on the road
when the “goonda bahini™ of
the “gher malik® attacked
them with guns. Two women
fell on the spol. One's brain
was spilled while many were
injured. The miscreants made
one of the bodics disappear.
Another woman, Rupa, was
laken to the emergency. The
"gher malik® made an accusa-
on through the police and
madc a casc. lie stated thal the
people had attacked the work-
ers of the “gher malik” .

Even though the injured
were seriously wounded iIn the
hospital they were handculfled.
people from
the village also made an offictal
case. The ncwspapers flashed
the truth to the world outside.
however the “gher malik® had
bribed his way 10 a release.

The mment then ac-
. there would be no
shrimp culture. Yet false cases

See Page 10
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NE of the most eflective

tools of projecting poli-

tical ideas fs through
drama because of its ability to
reach le at a direct and
personal level. The two plays
performed on September 28Lh
at the end of the two day
drama festival arranged by
‘Nijera Korf' are both political
dramas touching upon social
and environmental issues. The
most {Iimportant feature,
however, of both plays is that
they are performed by non-
professional, untrained, unex-
posed people, ordinary people
who do not stand out in a
crowd but are rather a part of
it, people whose lives are often
disconcertingly close to the
parts they play. This gives
these plays the realism that is
sometimes missed in profes-
sional dramas. But perhaps
the most important function
that these kind of plays or
‘Patha Natak’ perform is that
reach beyond the usual

a of the privileged and
the intellectual; they reach out
to the farmer, the fisherman,

The most important fea-
ture of the plays is that

part of it, people whose
lives are cften discon-
certingly close to the parts
they play.

bringing in new leadership and
new allies In such activities
like installing tubewells; popu-
larizing "laban-gur” saline as
the life saver of millions of di-
arrhoeal patients, especially
children; a smooth transition
to democracy thro a peace-
fully held national election,
and immunizing 65 per cent of
all children under one of
age in a considerably short
period of time through the
Expanded Program on
Immunization (EPI).

Same has to be the case
with sanitation. We need to
draw as many allies and part-
ssible to
make the impossible possible.
The Asnar-VDP has come for-
ward with its huge number of
enlisted men and women to
work for sanitation in the rural
arcas of the country. The 45
lakh members of the organiza-
tion are commitied to building
hygienic latrines for their own
families. If done properly, that
will dramatically improve the
rural sanitation situation.
District authorities, Upazila
leadership, teachers and stu-
dents of secondary schools and
the Jocal peoplt have joined
hands in Agafljhara and
Banaripara Upazilas ol Barisal
to dismantle all hanging la-
trines and install hygienic
home made covered-pit la-
trines in the arca. The result
has been a dramatic increase
in sanitation coverage from
almost nothing Lo over 70 per

cent within only six months.

Teachers of 11.000 primary
schools of Rajshahi division
have started a sanitation cam-
paign in the northern districts.
They are motivating their stu-
dents, and through them their
parcnts, to make their own

- e J w
o }-'fl o o el R e .F:F‘rr.r. e ': e

1 e i.::;""'- -. A .-.: .-uapl..‘l.-. e e e e
: "'r':"‘:"':':‘-'-':"- P e
s e e W
'-.n':q.":. . e

al a_r_ el 11. " # 2
s

L

More tubewells mean access to more clean water.

hygienic latrines for their
families. The process of social
mobilization has started. We
must all make tum leading and
following . giving encourage-
ment from behind.

It is clear that we can do
much more working together
than working independently.

Bangladesh has achieved the
watcr decade goals, now we
nced a sanitation revolution —
nothing less is required. And

we can do it by uniting our
ideas, efforts and resources to-
gether in mobiliring the whole
society 1o go for 1i. Every lam-
ily to install its own sanftary la-
trine.

No matter it is a ‘pukka’
one or not, the latrine must
contain the excrcta in a pit
and the pit must not overflow.

Cole P. Dodge is the UNICEF
representative (n [Jangladesh.

A Thin Line Between
Life and Drama

know why there are floods.®
The teacher then in very sim-
ple words explains the causes
of Nloods such as unplanned
roads and deforestation in the
Himalayas which lcad to inun-
dation and pollution. All this is
made clearer with the help of
the students who a't out the
various cvents such as the cut-
ting of trees, sedimentation of
river beds etc in a very humor-
ous way.

In another scene corruption
of greedy political leaders and
their f[avourites is portrayed.
The food victims question the

mment’s relicl efforts. ~I
hear the government is giving
relief but where is 1t? So many
people are getting reliefl but |
didn't get anything, the
chairman is giving food and
medicine to his own relatives
while we starve and die of di-
arrhoea® are the accusations
that reverberate while un-
scrupulous hoarders gloat over
their stocks of reliel goods.
Fights soon break out amongst
the hypocritical champions of
various political parties over
their claims of whose party
the most relief when the
ldered victims rise to-
gether and command them (o
stop. The play ends with a
hopeful note : why are we
ting ., we should have
equal rights why should we
die?

The second play performed

by artists from Tangail Anchal

by Aasha Mehreen Amin

is probably more powerful and
provocative of the two because
of the sensitive issucs it deals
with. A historical narrative in
the tune of a folk song is given
recounting events from the
movement against the oppres

sive British rule to the
Independence movement of
7L

The entire play is a scrics
of symbolism. The Hindu
Muslim struggle is shown with
the Hindus in dhotis and
Muslims in their pgjama kurtas
chanting their dilffcrences in
two separale processions.
Then the 1952 Languagce
Movement s depicted with a
stern-looking Khaja Nazimu-
ddin announcing that Bangla is
non-islamic so Urdu will be
the national language. Proce-
ssions of students follow halted
by loud gunshots and they fall
blood staining their white
clothes. This is then followed
by the most dramatic scenc of
the play when three of the
dead rise and form a Shaheed
Minar while the song "amar
bhatyer rokte rangano ekushe
February® echoes in the back-
ground. The white clothes
stained with red blood is very
effective in creating the image
of valour stained with mindlcss
cruclty.

The next phase is the
depiction of both the glory of
the | dence movement
and the disfllusionment of its

altermath. The Muktjjoddha’s

are shown as men with intense
expressions holding rifles
made of green bamboo to sym-
bolize freedom while the
Pakistani army and razakar's
(collaborators) are carcaturcs
holding real looking guns
showing their intention to kil
and torture. The unforgivable
collaborator is shown as a pi-
ous-looking man who is the fa
ther of a freedom [ighter bul
does not think twice about
conspiring with the enemy and
luring the Muktijjoddhas into a
death trap.

Towards of the end of the
play we are again haunted by
the Shaheed Minar made of
the three dead students and
the play takes on a
philosophical dimension. It is
alter liberation; the war of
bullets has ended but the
struggle agatinst poverty and
famine has just begun A beggar
walks by the Minar babbling
aboul a dead son who used to
be a [reedom fighter. This we
sce is the same collaborator
who had helped in killing the
Mukt{joddhas. lie sits on the
steps of the monument not
realizing its significance and
fate takes its swecel revenge
when a weallthy looking
gentleman who has come to
place NMowers at the Minar
brushes the beggar aside
saying, ‘you are dirtying my
clothes.” This s also an attack
against the hypocrisy of
who religiously visit the
Shaheed Minar cvery year but
are blind towards the original
valucs of the men and women
n

The disillusionment ol the
people s reflected In the
chants “we want food, we want
clothing, we want to live.” As
more people come to pay thetr

See Page 10




