Ambassador Scholtyssek Is Confident

(¥4 OON alter the cy-
clone ol April 29, |
to Kutubdia

the storm. From there |

L o Cox's Bazar and stayed
t a beachside hotel. In front
of hotel all the plants and

had somehow survived, and |

gion. It gave me a greal sensec
of optimism for the future”.
Earl-Heinz Scholtyssek, the

German ambassador to
Bangladesh for the past two
years, spoke those words of
hope during an interview given

Datly Star.
mny, which today rele-

' esh's most sincere
well-wishers and f(riends.

Germany's st-1948 ceo-
nomic ltvmrou\d a growing
sense of responsibility armong

the German people towards
th:-:l.l-hinqnfl;t

o a extent.
the of com-
munism in Eastern and

union belween the t(wo
last year, concern
has been in the devel-

world about Germany's

y 0 conlinue to play a

major role in the procgss of
world development.

Germany’'s massive com-
mitment towards the re-devel-
opment of Europe's formery
communist sialcs would natu-
rally put Bonn's budget under
some serfous consirainls.
Under such circumstances,
could for instance,

_ for continued German
assistance? Ambassador Scho-
Ityssek’s reply to that and
other, equally important qucs-
tions was unambiguous:

KARL-HEINZ SCIIOLTYSSEK
(KHS): There's been economic

clopment cooperation
between Bangladesh and
Germany for a long time. For
the past 20 years that has been
our lop-most priority.

Far [rom  reducing out
commitment lo this country's
development, Germany has in-
creased iis aid to Bangladesh
for 1991. This year aid — all of
which is given as grants —

al DM130 milldn, or
300 crore laka.

A substantial portion —

around DM30 milllon — will go

towards rehabilitation of cy- .
clone victims while a te
will be made for cy- |

done-sheller building pro-

An important aspect of our

By Sabir Mustafa

is health and
lation-related projecis.
muke this a point thal pop-
ulation programumes should

aid

have an inlcgrated approach,

taking in primary education,
awarcness, behaviour
paltern etc.

Our technical or project aid
is also a substuntial one. It
ranges [rom a rural develop-
ment project in Tangail to the
Ashuganj power stalion lrain-
ing centre. We also have rail-
Wway car rcpair programmes at
Syedpur and Cht

Qur [ish-farm project al
Jayashakha in Bugra is also a
most worthwhile one, as il
tackles the root of the prob-
lem, mcaning poverty. Only
the poorcst can Lake part in
thal pruject, which helps o al-
leviale poverty. .

» Our new commitments in
Europe will nol aflect oul aid
policy towards Bangladesh.
Our cflorts have been success-
ful so far and we will continue

lo supportl Bangladesh.
DAILY STAR: Illow do

GCermans see Bungladesh? s
there a lot of ndividual or non-

government German participa-
tion in Dangladesh's develop-
menl process?

KIlS: There is wide inler-

esl and cnlhusiasm the
GCerman pceople to assist

there was a quick and positive
response from the German
public to appcals to help vic-
tims of the April cyclone. A
great deal of contributions

were made on a voluntary ba-
sis.

There are German non-gov-
emmenl organisations (NGOs)
working in Bangladesh, such as
Andheri, the German Red
Cross and various church or-
ganisations. All of them work
with Bangladeshi partners.
Andheri, for instance, which
has carried out over 500,000
free eye-operations in
Bangladesh so fat, is staffed

and managed entirely by
Bangladeshis.
200 Germans

There are
currently spread-out across
the country. Young people
doing some great field work to

help We also ofler
60 scholarships every year to
to go to Ge

for higher studies and techni-
cal . This helps mutual
understanding between the
peoples of the two eountries a
great deal.

NS: Are you involved in any
Jlood-related projects? Are

you concerned about the enuvi-

ronmental impacts of
those projects?

KHS: Germany is taking
part in twe projects of the
Flood Action Plan mapped out
by the London Conference of
1989, and coordinated
by rhe UNDP,

some

Berlin : Soon to be capital of Germany again.

We have made it clear that
we will attach greal impor-
lance to environmental aspocts
of any pro}ecl.l. Every project
Germany lunds will have be
compalible with the surround-
ing environment. There is no
queslion about that. The
Group of Scven industrialised
counirics made a special rel-
erence o environmenl pro-
lection at their meeting in
June this ycar. The G-7 made
a call to [ind ways to finance
develuping nations to under-
take cnvironment protection

programmes.

DS: What is the current sit-
uation tn the trade sector?
Does Bangladeshi products
have a good prospect in the
German market?

KHS: Bangladesh is cur-
rently running a trade surplus
with Germany, which is nqf
bad at all. During fiscal year
190-'91, wc've imported
around US$127 million worth
of goods [rom DBangladesh,
mainly garments, shrimps,
lcather goods and ceramics.
Our exports to Bangladesh for
for the same period amounted
lo some USSI| 10 million.

At the same time,
Bangladesh is constantly im-

‘Bangladesh Can Count on Germany’

somcthing that has to be
looked into. Bul overall there
are good possibflitics ahcad.

DS: llow about direct
German investment in
Bangladesh, joint ventures and
stufl life that?

KIIS: Direet German in-
vestment is stll rather small
The privale investor will only
go Lo a place where the cli-
male is right and profit can be
made.

llowever, political stability
and strengthening of demo-
cralic institlutions in
Bangladesh In recent months
have certainly contributed to
the growth of confidence
among German . The
new governmenlt has made it
clear it will encourage foreign
investment, and the new in-
dustrial policy, which ‘uflcrs
foreign investors a number of
incentives, bears this com-
mitment out.

Purcly economic questions,
rclating Lo productivity and
consistency ol product quality,
will also be important factors,

| recently opened lrlm:lﬁry
in Bogra which will produce
oil-filters made of German

componenis. | was very im-

President Dr Richard von Weizsacker

been here for two rs now
and travelled all over the coun-
try, and one of my main aims is
to foster people-lo-people

“There is a lot of interest in and sjmparh y for

Bangladesh in Germany. I have been here
| for two years now and travelled all
! over the country. One of my aims
is to foster people-to-peaple contact
between our two cultures. There

are so many beautiful aspects
to'Sonar Bangla that need
‘“ to be pointed out ...”

proving its export perfor-
mance and doing very well at
German trade fairs. To boost
trade relations [urther, we will
be organising a seminar here
in November on how to do
business in Germany. This will
help to acclimatise Bangla-
deshi businessmen with the
German markel.

One of the main problems s
that, after a successful visit to
Germany by a DBangladesht
trade dclegation, there is often
no follow-up, and co enlly
no good use is made of avail-
able opportunities. This is

pressed by what | saw there.
Many young people are in-
volved in various collage indus-
tries all over -the country,
which helps to build up skill
and entrepreneurship. It
needs initiative and coopera-
tion. Bul there is certainly po-

- tential for Bangla-German

business interaction.

DS: Is there a lot of cultural
interaction between the two
countries? Does DBangladesh
interest the German people?

'KHS: There s a lot of in-
teresl in and sympathy for
Bangladesh in Germany. | have

O S e ie miocandnd b Ea.

L

contact between our two cul-
tures. There are so many
beaultiful aspects to Sonar

that need o be pointed
out to the German public.

We established our first cul-
tural link with this country in
1921, through the Dhaka
University. Rabindranath
Tagore is a very well known
personality in Germany.

We have the German cul-
tural institute called the
Goethe Institut in Dhaka,
which does some great work

in promoting cultural ties.
Prolessors from Germany

come regularly and give Jec-
tures at the Institul. We also
organise visits to Germany
which helps Lo cultivate a hu-
man dimension lo our bilaterul
relations.

* The Institut also promoles
‘Bangladeshi artists by

regular exhibitions, while
promoling Germany through
conducling German language
courses. |t is a cenire

for the two cultures.

DS: How do you see bilat-
eral relations developing in the
Jfuture?

KIIS: | am very oplimistic.
Our rclations are based on mu-

tual respect and sympathy and

they are warm and fricndly. .

Main task of the future will
naturally be concentrated in
the areas of economic devel-
opment cooperation, bul we
could establish morc conlacts
in the ficlds of culture.

I have seen most of this
country, and my slay here has
been a happy one. The pro-
cess of German re-unification
also showed the sympathy

Bangladeshi puoy e have for

Germans. Thedr exressions of
joy on that occasv. w~wus one of
the most moving « «,« riences 1
have had.

%

. This country is & ~ !f gener-

ating one. 1 am always im-
pressed by how firm and reso-
lute the people of this country
are in overcoming their prob-
lem. The people of Bangladesh
are capable of overcoming ex-
lreme distress and conlinue
with their lives. In doing so,
they can also count on
Germany.,

DS: Thark you, Ambussador
Scholtyssek, for your time.

s e

October 3. 1991
marks the [irst
anniversary ol the

day on which the German

achieved the offictal
un tion of Germany in
free selfl-determination.
This was the day for which
millions of Germans in
both East and West had
longed for decades. We owe
the fact that we were able
to ex it first and
foremost to the e of
the former GDR, who by
virtue of their love of lib-
erty peacefully overcame
the communist dictator-
ship and caused the Wall
to come tu down.

ners in Europe
throughout the world for
their solidarity and sup-
port.

The chance for a recon-
ciliation in freedom does
not on represent’ a
chance for Germany but
also for the whole of
Europe. The love of
and respect for the ty
of one's neighbour form
the basis for a future all-
European peace order In
which people and hations
live together in freedom.

The vision of a “United
States of Europe” of which
Winston Churchil spoke
in his famous
speech in 1946, remains
our goal in the task of
European unification. The
achievement of a single
European market and the
realisation of both eco-
gt e

union during
the nineties mark the way
ahead for the European
Community. Let us seize
the chance which history
has presented in the last
of this century with
the ending of the division
of Germany and Europs
the opportunity to pefff
T Frcetod ~
uture of Eurdiil &
building on t§ S M

Chancellor Helmut Kohl

Zurich |-

e

tions. 1o print the way
towards Pﬂllfﬂl"h” and

peacehn cooperation in the
world.

were only

scives with problems and
challenges in our own
country. The role of

problems

world as a whole.
countries of Latin Am
Africa and Asia can

on the solidarity of
Germany. We Cermans.
were able to selze the
unique Mmﬂn{t ch:‘m of
restoring our
country in I'mdmw This

gives us a moral d’lﬁm
to _nupm wh‘i tre
T i the Vgt of
October 3, the
of German unification,
also extend beyond the
borders of — as
a symbel of the aspiration
for [reedom, peace and
Bsney in the world.
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