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Tallest Bangladeshi

too weak to stand

LONDON, Oct 2 : A Bangladeshi
mmhh:mdcdu
the tallest person in the
world, is oo weak to stand,
a DBrilish doclor said on

, e Reuter.

Parimal C ra Barman, 27,
of Dhaka, who is said to be
8 ool 6 inches (2.6 mgtres)
tall, arrived in London 10
dl 8 ago and is being

ln hospital
Fiji deports 13
Lankan Tamils

SUVA, Oct 2 : Fiji's authori-
ties deported 13 Sri Lankan
Tamils alter they were found
to be holding forced Canadian
visas, Immigration oflicials said
today, rcports AFP.

Police are now searching
for a 14th suspect holding a
German passport, who they
believe could be the master-
mind of the scheme for Sri
Lankan illegal immigrants to
use_Fiji's Nadi airport as a
transit o enter Canada.

Joe Nalewabau, the chh,l'l

imnﬂpalinn officer at the air-
m. said Canadian authoritics

carlier tipped ofl the Fijian
authoritics about illegal immi-
granis using the airport as a
transit into Vancouver in
Cimndu and into the United

Hel;&n hmnﬂﬂmw?:

pitui al 1L
base of the which se-
crets various hormones in-

cluding the one controlling

In E case the gland was pro-

ducing excessive amounts of

hormone, said John

ass, a consultant en-

dochrionologist at Si
BArtholomc s hospital.

"Mr Barman is in very poor

physical condition. lic is

malnourished and he can-
not support his own
weight,” Wass said.
said Barman would be
trcated with drugs to con-
trol the hormone excess,
with the
surgery later. "It is a slow
css and Barman is

ﬂ kely to be here for some

weeks or months," Wass

added.

The Guinness Book of rccords
says Barman will be listed as
the tallest Hving man in
next ycar's edition, rcplac-
ing 7-lool 8-inch (2.34-me-
tre) Pakistani Haji
Mohammad Alam Channa,
38.

The tallest person in history
was American Roberl Wad-
low (1918-40) who was E
[oot 11 inches (2.72 me- *
Lres).

He
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Arafat receives

PLO Chairman Yasser
mes
agency WAFA said

from USSR:

has rceceived an "important”
from the Soviet leadership, the Palestinian news
, reports Reuter from Tunis.

The conlents of the message handed lo Arafat by the
‘Soviet ambassador in Tunis, were not revealed.

The Soviel Union is co-sponsoring Lhe Middle East peace
conference which the United States is trying to organise for

later this month.

WAFA said the Palestine Liberation Organisation leader and
the Soviet diplomal discussed latcst developments regarding
Palestinian and Middle East problems.

Iran executes 20 bandits: ran on

Tuesday cxcecuted 20 bandits for drug trallicking and killing
soldiers, reports Reuter from Nicosia.

The lranian news

IRNA said the men, caplured

afler fierce clashes in the rugged Nosratabad Mountains
near the Pakistani border last month were executed in pub-

lic in the sowu

were charged

theastern city ol Zahedan.
with “lerrorising Lhe local people,

shooting government [uel tankcer trucks with rocket-pro-
pr.'H grenldu and killing a number of local slate t.rmplLrl.

Inlu‘hr Minister Abdollah Nori Sai in Zahedan last week

possibility of |

that a large number of smugglers were killed in the
Nosratabad clashes.

Iran exccuted morc than 1,000 drug trallickers in 1989,
when lough anti-drug laws came into cffeet. |lundreds more
have been executed since then.

Kim starts visit to China Friday:

North Korcan President Kim Il Sung will make an unusual
10-day visit to China starting Friday, a ncwspaper feportied
Wednesday, reports AP from Scoul.

The newspaper quoled unnamed government oflicials as

the extended visit was highly unusual. Kim visited
China scveral times in the 1980 bul never longer than four
days. He reportedly paid a secret visit last ycar.

The exicended trip suggests that North Korca, one of the
world’'s most reclusive communist eountrics, is Lrying Lo im-
prove its relations with its communist ncighbour and emulate
its economic policics.

In recent months, North Korca's slalc-controlled ncws
media have heaped praise on what they called China's prag-
matic cconomic development policics based on socialist prin-

= h:l
P 'sc newspaper, the Asahi Shimbun, reported [rom
mlng Wndnﬂd-y that North Korca also is moving Lo
h a special ecconomic zonc in the north to attract for-
eign investment and boost its sagging cconomy.

British Parliament o

The official Queen's speech will open Drital
Oclober 31 for what is expecied 1o be a bus
with a replaccmont for

local pulll-l.'repun-mﬁ'omlmﬂun

Oct 31:

n's Parlfament on
legis lative
unpopular

Last year's speech by Queen Elizabeth Il outlining the gov-
crnmenl’s programme the session was madc a weck later,
on November 7.

in Primc Ministcr John Major's
conscrvalive governmenti, John Wakcham, conflided Lo se-

lected that the government had decided
not to hold this November bul o wail unil next
yoar.

Wakcham's announcement had comic as opposition Labour
Party lcader Nefl Kinnock was duc o makec a key policy
speech 0 his party conference in southern E ., Major
must hold on eclection by next July.

US-Soviet talks on arms cut Oct 9:

Washinglon has sct the date lor lalks with Lthe Soviets on
Bush’'s propesals for slashing nuclcar weapons stockpiics, the
Department announced Wedncsday, reports AFP from

mn-nlhrﬁ.rdTutwﬂcruﬂlu:moflrmIlpc-
cialisté would lcave for Moscow in the next few days to do the

ground work for the talks scheduled for October 8 between
under Sccretlary of State Reginaild B-:ﬂwhm:wuﬂm
Deputy Forvign Minister Alexei Obukhow.

Thesc Lalks could be followed in November by a meeting
between of State James Baker and his Soviet,
French, and British counterparts or possibly a summit be-
tween the lwo nations’ presidents, according to

speaking on condition of anonymity.

Gorbachev writes book on co up:

The Soviet ncws agency Novesll will publish Soviet
WMmthnﬂﬁwmmp
d'etal, his spokesman Andrei Grachev said Tucsday, repots
AFP from Moscow.

The President has submitied a 74-page .manuscript to
Nowvosti, and the book. to be titicd “the August Putsch: reasons

if

New immigration act takes effect

21 lakh immigrants to be

allowed to enter US in 3 yrs

NEW YORK, Oct 2: A new
us i Act emphasis-
ing alien contributions to the
US economy takes effect on

, the first r over-
haul of these laws in 25 years,
reporis Reuler.

Provisions in the sweeping
make il easier for
ts who

~ "It's pro-business act,” said
Ronald Stoorcite of New York's
prominent labour law firm

Proskauer Rose Godelz and
Mendelsoho. It "give us
your best and your test.”

Under Lthe new law, up lo
700,000 tmmigrants for cach
of the next three years will be
allowed lo cnter the United
States. This {s an increase of
36 per cent over current
levels,

The total number of visas
issued annually for permanent
residents with special skills,
for example, will rise to
140,000 from 54,000,

Included in the new, figures
is a calcgory providing 10,000
visas for forcign investlors who
plan to spend at least one mil-
lion Dollar in the United Statcs
to provide capital and jobs for
US citizcns or permancnt res-
idents.

A major purpose of the Act
is to allow entry ol managers
and prolcssionals. Their skills
are expclilivencess.

Storctle said the new Acl is
cxpecied to cut down on de-
lays that ofien streiched into
scveral ycars in gelling much-
needed prolessionals perma-
nent status in the United
States.

The new Act creates five
categorics for pecrmancnl visas.
The first calegory provides
40,000 visas for "priority
workers.”

There arc three lypes of
these immigrants: those who
have demonstrated "exlraor-
dinary ability” in the arts,
Sciences, education, business
or athlctics those who arc
"outstanding” professors or re-
searchers, or Lhose who arc
multinational executlives and

Bomb hurled
at a Y'slav

mosque

BELGRADE, Oct 2 : A bomb
was thrown at a e in
Titograd, in the southern
Yugoslav Recpubliec of
Montencgro, causing damage
but no injuries, the Tanjug
news agency said Tuesday, re-
ports AFP.

The attack on Monday night
was nol immediately claimed.

A large Muslim Albanian
communily lives in
Montencgro, which borders
the troubled Serbian province
of Kosovo, where the A.lhllnlnn
majorily objects to Serbian
country over their region.

An carlier bomb attack was
made against a mosque in
neighboring Bosnia-
Herze on Scptember 17,

no suspects were ever
identified.

Nearly five million Muslims
live in Yugoslavia, which has a
lotal population of 23 million.

The second, third and
fourth calegories provide
40,000 visas cach for fcs-
sionals holding advanced de-
grees, skilled workers, and
clergy and religious workers.

e last calegory, which
immigration lawyers have
dubbed "the millionaries club”
allows weallthy foreigners to

~ settle here il they plan to

spend al least one million dol-
lars in capital for a commercial

entcrprise and hire at least 10
US citizens or alicns admitted
for permanent residence.

AFP adds: The Scnale
Tuesday approved a 6.4 billion
dollars in extended unem-
ployment benefits for those
who have used up their regular
six-months of payments, a
measure that President George
Bush had threatened to veto. -

The Senators approved the

NEW YORK : Members of New York's Haitian community ‘

who support ousted President Jean-Bertrand Aristide

demonstrate outside the United Nations buildi
posed in a coup September 30 and arrived in

was de

Venezuela October 1.

ng. Aristide
—AFP/UNB Photo

Aristide an apprentice
dictator : Haitian junta

PORT-AU-PRINCE, (Haiti),
Oct 2 : The military clamped
down on the Haitian capital
Tuesday angd claimed its coup
against [wcsident Jean
Bertrand Aristide was ncces-
sary lo slop an “apprentice
dictator.” The de leader
sent appcals from exile to his
counltrymen, warning of an
impending  bloodbath, reports
AP.

lie pleaded for an armed
UN force o restore democracy
in his homelamd, saying from
Caracas, Venczuela,

The military imposed a 6
pm to 6 am curfew in the capi-
tal.

Port-au-Prince’'s normally
bustling downtown arca was

ncarly deserted.
There were unconlirmead
rcporis the National
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where Sikh rebels have been

figh since 1983 1o estab-

lish a Sikh nation.
Police said Lthe death toll of

the policemen’'s relatives was

the highest in one day this

year.
Tutnd ight's killings
Ll."l in a series of

Penitentiary had been crupiied
ol all 1,000 prisoners includ-
ing Roger LaFront, a former
hcad of outlawed Tonton
Macountes.

LaFontanl — jailed aller
leading a coup before Aristide's
February inauguration — had
been killed during Monday's
coup.

| laitians reported thal scv-
cral former Tonton Macoules
who had been imprisoned at
the Penitentiary were scen
walking city strects Tuesday.

Coup leader Brig. Gen. Raoul
Cedras, who had been
Aristide’s interim army com-
mander, wenl on state televi-
sion Tucsday night and
clatmed the coup was justificd
to halt human rights abuscs
and violations ol the constitu-
tion by Aristide, whom he
called an “apprentice dictator.”

that police say arc aimed at
pressuring Lhe offlicers In-
volved in crackdowns on the
militants.

About 80 per cent of Punjab
policemen are Sikhs and come
from villages where militant
groups alse rccruit ters.
These young Sikhs iden-
tify their and escapc in
the

tacks.

The villuges are about 130
kilometers (80 miles) south-
east ol Amritsar, Skhism's
holicst eity and Lhe center of

the Sikh insurgency.

rice or wheal |
fickds afler carrying out the at- |

' decadoes.

democratie-Sponsored mea-
surc by a 65-35 vole and the
lHouse of Representatives was
expected to send Lhe legisla-
tion lo the White House laler
Tuesday.

"I hope the President has
been listening to US, and to
the million of Americuns who
nced our help no,” said
Senator Lloyd Bentscn, a Texas
Democral and one of the neca-
surc's chiel sponsors.

The Senale vote was Lwo
voles shy of the 67 that would
be needed Lo override a prosi-
dential vole. A two-thirds vole
in both chambers is necdod 1o
override a presidentai vt

"Weought o stop the gamwe
of chicken and recognize that
this bill is not going to become

law,” sald Senalor Pele
Donicnici, a new Mcuexico
Republican.

The bill would provide up to
20 cxtra weeks of benefits for
people who have exhausted the
regular 26 wecks of payments.

The mecasure could become
a political issue in the upcom-
ing presidential clection year,
since some 300,000 persons
arc coming to the cnd ol their
uncmployment benclits cach
month.

Allied troops
start pullout
from Turkey

ANKARA, Oct 2 : Some 300
US DBritish and Dutch soldicrs
lew out of Turkey's Incirlik
Air basc to go home on
Tuesday, as part of the wind-
ing-up of the Allicd “opcration
provide comfort” which [ol-
lowed the Gulf war carlier this
year US oflicials said, reports
AFP.

They said Tucsday’s depar-
tccs compriscd 88 US sol-
diers, 90 Brilons and 120
Dutch Lmr:-p!i

The Buily Star S

Off the Record

Where marriages breed
domestic violence

SYDNEY, Australia: Faced with
Filipino women seek betier lives

poverty al home, many
by marrying foreigners and

emigrating. | Australia, a disturbing number are finding do-

mestic violence, reports AP.

Mlculldmnlnv:bunkﬂhdmth:pa:thur}'m a

dispro
about 50,000 nationwide.

"This shows there is something ve
says Annamarie Antonio, an aid worker wi
Australian Council in Support

number for an ethnic group that numbers

It has o
the mupm-

of Filipino Women. "We fecl f

this situation is not addressed now, therc will be problems

for other

women as well,”

migrant
Officials first started noticing significant nunth:ﬂ of
Filipino women coming to Ausiralia as wives and flancees in

the late 1970s. They are increasingly being joined by Thais,

Vietnamese, Malaysians, Indonesians and

secking betler lives.

and Sri Lankans all

"Whal we are secing is cross-cultural marriage on a large
scale,” saild Ann Smith, hcad of the women's unit al the
Department of Immigration. “Filipinos are the largest group,

Bt we

(9] & &5 IR e .m.pp

with being

hear through the grapevine that T™ad women also v
'H-:Puu.'t.. Dl Jias YA

wen”

The F‘Ilipinur deaths and attacks have promnpted ealls for
changes in the immigration law, including background
checks for men bringing foreign flancees into I.ge country.

In most nfﬂmcm.lhulbandurhhrhuhmnmvui

Joscph Sokol, 40, was convicted in 1987 of murder for [a-

tally shooting his 17-ycar

estranged wife , Rowena, live

times. Sokol tried Lo kill himscll twice allier his arrest.

Charles Schembri, 41,

an uncmp
criminal record, was convicted last year of manslku
strangling Generosa Bongeodin, 25. They

loyed trucker with a
ghter for
marricd a month

after they met in the I'hilippines and had a 6-ycar-old daugh-

AIDS can be detected
thru' human saliva

MEXICO CITY: Mcxican health officials said on T
that researchers had discovered a low-cost method of detecet-
ing the AIDS virus through human saliva which was nearly
100 per cent effective, reports Reuter.

ter.

A statement from

the state-run Mexican Social Security

Institute said tesis using the method had becn conducted on
1,000 AIDS-infccted people in Mexico, Lthe Uniled Stales and

Malaysia and that it had proven 99.8

T cenl accurale so [ar.

In addition, the saliva mcthod ol detecting the acquired
Immune Deficiency virus is faster and less expensive than
traditional blood tests, the stalement said.

Results of the saliva lest are availuble within 30 minutes, it

said.

It added that the chemical agent used in the (ests, dubbed

inmuno-punto, was "tolally Mexican and its
in the forvfront of Lthe search for new methods of di-

country
agnosing AIDS (infcction)”.

puls our

Mcexico, which has reporied over 7,500 AIDS cases na-
tionwide, has the third largest number of people with AIDS in
the western hcmisphere alfter - the United States and Bracil.

The virus kills by destroying

the body's immunc sysicem

and eliminating its ability to fight infection and discase.

‘India sabotaglng SAARC’

COLOMBO, Oct 2 : Govern-
ment  ncewspapers  have
Tucsday accuscd India ol Lry-
ing Lo sabolage a scven-nation
South Asian hcads of state
summit scheduled to be held
here in November, reports
AIP.

The evening Daily Observer
said Ncw Delhi burcaucrats
and Lhe Indian press were
somcwhat keen on sabolaging
the three-day South Asia
Association for Regional
Cooperation (SAARC) summit
from November 7 to 9,

Rebels kill 12
Burmese troops

MAESOT, Thailand, Oct 2:
Ethnic rcbels killed 12
Burmese soldiers and wounded

19 in ambush and heavy fight=—

ing at the weckend, rebel
sources said today, rcports
Reuler.

Allter the ambush on
Sunday, about 250 government
troops fought for two hours
with the rebels at Tabekhong,
about 20 miles (30 km) south-
cast of the soulthern Burmese
city of Moulmicn, a rebel stu-
dent source said.

The lieree fighting erupted
when 250 rebels of the
Democratic Alliance of Burma
fired on a government military
convoy, he said. Only onc rebel
WIS .
Independent confirmation
of the rebel figures was not
immodiately available,

The Democratie Alliance is
composed of a dozen groups ol

minerity insurgent who have ™

been fighting Rangoon for four
They joined forces
with dissident students and
politicians who [led the gov-
crnment’s brulal suppression
of pro democracy demonstra-
tlons in Scptember 1988,

lu-:h on policemen's familics

young
== - w:fomtgu-ﬂﬁh celebruted toda reday)
first anni of the nity wi y (Thu :
versary day ‘ . 'l

jerliners unfurl a »due
‘s fumous Brandenbu

-------
......

i rman
Cate landmark. The

the Indians are sig-
nnlllng that they do not want
to have the SAARC here more
accuralcly, downgrade i,
should be lold that thcy could
take it anywhere they like.

They will be doing us a
favour. Our réads will not be
blocked, our monies could be
spent on developing villages,
the Obscrver said in a front
page cditorial headlined
“Indians sabotaging SAARC."

They highly critical edito-
rial, however, spared Indian
Iligh Commissioncr (Amba-
ssador) Nagcendra Nath Jha
saying he had Indo-Lanka
rclations at heart and express-
ing confidence that he would
nip things in the bud.

Anolher state-run daily, the
Dally News, Lo ran a front page
article quoling senfor govern-
menl sources as saying that
scclions in India were Lrying
to stifle the Colombo summit.

Indian press reports repro-
duced in Lhe local media have
cxpressed sccurily concerns in
vicw of charges that Colombo
armed Tamil Tiger gucrillas
who have been linked Lo the
assassination of former Indian
Premier Rajiv Gandhi.

Indian diplumnu. were nol

immedialcly available for

commeni.

Officials here ::: Colombo
was going ahcad -
Uumggn?llw sugmil m
also asked India and Pakistan
to loan six passenger heli-
coplers for the use ol heads of
statc expeeted here,

SAARC groups — Dangla-
desh, Bhutan, India, Maldives,
Nepal, Pakis(an and Sri Lanka.

PNC accused of
selling out

Palestinians

NICOSIA, Oct 2 : Iran's
supreme lcader on Tue
accuscd the PMalestinian Parl-
jament in-cxile of selling out
the Palestinian people by
welcoming US-Soviet cfforts
for a Middlc casl pcace con-
ference, reports Reuler.

The reecnt decision made
in the name of the Pakstinian
National Council [PNC) was
ainnd at sclling and humiliat-
ing the Palcstinians, Tcheran
radio quoled Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei as saying.

LOME, Oct 2 : Six people
were killed when rencgade
soldicrs in Togo scized broad-
casting stations, but the civil-
jfan government remained in
control officials and diplomats
said, reports Reuter.

The country's transitional
legislature, the high council of
the republic mel in ome
scssion late on aflter
the mutiny but did not imme-
diatcly issuc a statement.

The rebellion by some 60
soldiers posed the most seri-
ous challenge since a new
civillan government took
power in August, ending al-
most three decades of military
rule, the sources said.

But miliLa President

siripped of most powers by a
national Demeocratie

Cﬂm‘h htn!::n
o rng (L
hchtuhnrrnchlﬂ:r
miﬂdﬂﬂﬁdh“'lm
morning.

The army chiel of stall in- -
terceded a second time when
another group of soldiers oec-
cupied the television and madio

on Tuesday allcrnoon,
‘Eyadema was mphtﬂy

ihhm the Prime uuu-m.

dlplunul said, referri

Prime Minister Ko lu
Kofligon, appointed in M'uu
by the Natonal
*But 4 should

reated lightly,” the -ph—t

-Six killed during
mutiny in Togo

added.

It was symptomatic of debp-
scated discontent in the army.

Al lcast six civillans were
killed in conlrontations with
the military and 30 people
were wounded, the sources
said.

Suu lEyi on
Nobel Peace
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