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The 'Poors' of Asia
If Asia is being discussed In Live terms one
is sure that it is Japan, or the 'Four Tigers' or the

NICs (now called NIEs) elc. are hclg talked
about. If ,on the contrary, Asia is being relerred lo

in the {ive, one can be sure that it is South
Asia w is the su t. This is not to say Lhat
those who are Asia have a ative bias

about South Asian region but to drive home the
point that it is our that has flallen behind
most other Asian couniries. Wednesday's issue of
per contained three articles dealing with

a issues. One referred to the gg
of

F

with
between the rich and the in Asia,
million or 72 per cent of the world's tolal poor
1,118 million in the Asia-Pacific region. Of
this total more than 60 per cent live In our
neighbourhood. "The phenomenon of absolute
poverty engulls entire communities and social
groups and may be (ransmilted from one
tion to the next" an ESCAP report says on
ial Deve nt in Asia-Pacific. The report
hat 25 (o 30 per cent of total
financial resources ol a nation must be diverted to
social development in order Lo restore a balance
between economic and social development.
Recently the World Bank in its Annual Re also
talked about "Two Asias”, one rich and the other
r — and ol course we know who they are

The questlion Mmzm-sk ourselves is

that how are we going Lo stay in this ig-
nominy. Il'hwzdlook lrnusn% ere myplcnt of E:

that show that a poor country ol today
could be a rich one tomorrow. There are even
more examples of countries like ours who may
not have been able Lo became rich, but at least
solved some of their basic problems such as that

of food and . Known as a ‘baskel case' In
the early sixiies, overcame its [ood shortage
and became a nel exporier by revolutlionising rice
production thro ¢ use ol HYVs.

The real queslion is thatl of political will, fol-
lowed pnﬁnluc policies, which in its turn is
backed a hard working and educated labour
force and a commitlled bureaucra wﬂurg and
able to implement Lhe judicious policies adopted
by the political leadership. We, from the develop-

world, must have the courage Lo admil that
quile oflen il is our own governments that frus-
trate our development process through wrong
priorities. Ershad regime of the last nine years
can be cited as a typical example of a Third World
governmeni given Lo sell- aggrandisement at the
cost of the people,

Time has come Lo change all that. Bangladesh
has democracy aller many years. Nepal has estab-
lished an elecled government aller 30 years.
Pakistan is also er a democratic system. Sri
Lanka, though sullering [rom an inlternecine war
will hopefully come oul of it soon. India appears
g; be aller the turmoll of Rajiv's mur-

South Asia must break away {rom Lhe shackles
of poverty, disease and rance. Given the end
of superpower rivalry, which took its toll in our

we must now be able Lo look [orward (o a

3!! Cﬂ-ﬂﬁrﬂtm approach to solving the re-

glon's
A Torrent of National
Records

Not everything is amiss with Bangladesh. A
band of hu and odd young girls proved the
point in a four-day concourse
mers . Contending for 37 events they set 24 new
national records. This surely means either that
the ﬁb of yesteryears didn't know how to swim
or Lthat we are indeed on %111: thll':“ht?lldluf a
golden era in wﬂ:nmlng We hope Lhat the latter
is Lhe case and we are ub}yhalzgythat it is the
girls that are lea the way to the realization of
what should have been Bangladesh's forte for

cenluries—a sup in competitive .

We must ﬂmtmtamur hal_spcuﬂ' to mt
created this riot of record-making. To pi.n%sthem
all comes Munira Rahman in the 15-17 girls sec-
tion who set as many as four new national
records. Four others followed her with three new
national records each — velerans Mahmuda Sharif
and Laila Noor, the schoolgirl prodigy Mita Rani
Shome and Mahfuza Rahman in senior girls sec-
tion. Rehana Zaman, Nibedita Das and Sufia
Khatun set up two national records each. Six girls
shared 16 new records as well as 21 golds. The
meel's uproarious success came oOverw l:hnlregly
from them. Specially glorious was the perfor-
mance of Rehana Zaman who upset Laila Noor in
the [ree-style sprint thus dethroning the reign-
l;\rg champion. The new-finds Mita and Nibedita

Rajbari and Ting Ting Mya of Rajshahi literally
stole the show. -

The most heartwarming performance was
given little Rajbari who gave the glants Ansar
and C their fright of life. Although they
closely trailed second-placed BTMC with 21
medals Lo 25—8 golds Lo 12— and were way be-
hind the new champion Ansars, they have literally
swepl the 13-14 year girls section clinching
seven of the nine items. Here are the champions
of the nexi years.

The also proved so much rewarding in a
completely new and unexpecied area. Prudery got
a very bad drubbing that isS going to prove very
good lor women's sport in the country. If sport is
anything nsably needed for the promotion
ol the health of our cilizens' body and mind, the
cry of impropriety which is the work of dirty
minds and is a matter more of pervert eyes must
be curbed with evermore emphasis on women's

Now for the not-so-bright aspects of the re-
markable sporting evenl. Why should there be
only thirteen leams ? What has happened to the
big big sporting clubs of the nation ? And what
aboul the districts olher than Rajbari and
Bandarban and Munshiganj? Why isn't Biman
there or for that matter a lol other corporations?
If Ansars, notl particularly known for their woman
pt;‘wt;f. cgnlgc méhcrcland ;;l.a a champion team,
whal's ho olice Irom sendi in a
formidable team ? % . .

In so many ways this high-ach meet was
but a very small and limited thing. Eleven girls
carried away all but six of the 37 golds. The

meet's record shows it plainly enough that it is
still Loo early for us Lo go for 3Hec1allsauﬂn.
All said and done, the girls have done wonders.

It will be very hard for our boys in the pools to
maich it --or for that matter by men in athletics
in g . Bravo, we say Lo them with all our

he e ey

woman swim-

China May Lead Socialism as CPSU Crumbles

the West s

In addition, the
Union provided socialist coun-
tries with economic and tech-

nological support. It subsidised
food and provided military

support to many nationalist

movements, notably in Cuba,

The Worl

US$1.4 billion, inte-

rest-free fund for envi-

ronmental protection
should have conservationists
jumping with glee. Instead,
many are sayjng that the
recently launched Global
Environment Facility (GEF)
should never have seen the
light of day.

They argue that their cause
would be better served by the
integration of environmental
issues into all existing aid pro-

jects. And are worried
about the in ment of the
World Bank, with its past

record of social and environ-
mental disruption, secrecy and

unwillingness to work with lo-

cal people.
se same vices are al-

ready evident in the GEF.
Bruce Ritch, of the
Environment Defense Fund, a
US conservation organisation,
claims the new fund will be
little more than a "green”
coating on a largely unre-
formed. Bank lending pro-
gramme of about US$22 billion
a year.

The quarrel is not only with
the slow greening of the World
Bank, but with the undue haste
with which the new fund has
been put together. Indeed, by
the standards of the slow-
grinding intermational bureau-
cracies, the speed is nothing
short of miraculous.

Proposed - by the French
government at the Bank's an-
nual meeting in 1989, the idea
of a special fund for global en-
vironment issues was seized
the Bank's financial depart-
ment, always on the lookout
for new ways of getting money.
The fund was launched in
November 1990 and by May
this year 26 projects were in

by Daya Kishan Thussu

In the euphoria generated in the West at the demise of Communism in the Soviet Union it
has been overleoked that one fourth of humanity still lives under socialist rule. The writing
of obituaries for socialism might be premature when, in the Third World, many socialist

ideas retain their following. Yet, in the "new age,

find it increasingly difficult to survive.

" the remaining bastions of socialism will

Vietnam and Angola.
In developing coun-
model of cen-

the ;

According to Jeflrey
McNeely, chief conservation
officer of the International
Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN). "the GEF is
laying a huge egg in an already
skimpy nest, which harried
Third World government offi-
cials must adopt, ready or not.”

Reasons for haste in getting
GEF off the ground are not
hard to find. Heavily criticised
for its environmentally-insen-
sitive’ Yprojects, the Bank
needed a dramatic gesture.
Industrialised countries also
wanted a "green fund” in place
by the time of the UN
Conference on Environment
and Development in Rio in
1992. The hope was that such
a fund would forestall Third
World calls for new funds for
arcas such as forests, biodiver-
sity and global warming.

The GEF is a three-year
pilot project. Some industri-
alised countries hope it will be
"the” global environment fund
responsible for the funding ar-
rangements of all new envi-
ronment treaties, including
conventions on climate change
and biodiversity.

Two other agencies — the
UN Development Programme
(UNDP) and the UN Environ-
ment Programme (UNEP) —
are involved in the new fund,
but the Bank plays the major
role. The money can be spent
only on projects related to
global warming, biological
diversity, the pollution of
international waters and the
protection of the ozone layer.

The British government has
promised that its contributions
to the fund will not come from
its regular aid budget because,
in the words of an official, "it

d Bank's

made a substantial difference
in political debates in the
Third World.

concerning
ecology and culture
are well entrenched among
intellectual circles in the
Third World. Not only left-

would not be fair to divert de-
velopment funds to pay for
global problems.” This is an
important principle for Third
World countries that have al-
ways said that “green” aid
should be additional. But it is
not yet clear whether other
countries will follow the
British example.

In April, Ritch presented a
bruising indictment of the
Bank's envirenmental record
to the Sub-Committee on
Foreign Operations of the US
Congress on behalf of four US
environment organisations.
The committee is now threat-
ening to withdraw 25% of the
US contribution to the Bank if
it fails to im its act.

In the rush to get the fund
operational, 26 projects have
been selected even before
UNEP's Scientific and Tech-

nical Panel, a junior Ertnn in
the fund, hasjfﬁrmu ted the
selection criteria.

Says McNeely : "The Bank
seems determined to commit
as much money as it can with-
out waiting for such guidance.
The resulting scramble has
been likened to a shark-feed-
ing frenzy, as developing coun-
tries, scientists, conservation
NGOs, World Bank staffers and
everybody else jockeys for a

. place at the bleeding carcass.”

Ritch contends that the 26
projects materialised without
any formal assessment, and
that even the Bank's environ-
ment department was not con-
sulted. The Bank admits that
further work and comments
may be needed for some pro-
jects. Others — such as a solar
power project in the
Philippines — have been
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BTV's "Ujjibon'

Sir, We were
pointed in the eve
21 (Miladunnabi
we were told that Mr. Syed
Ashrafl Ali, the eminent orator
on religion and morality, would
not a on TV because the
number of letters were few.

The next day there was
quite a large gathering for
Miladunnabi. Most of those
present including a great
number of intcllectuals ex-
pressed su at the nonap-
pearance of Syed Ashraf Ali the
previous evening in BTV for a
reason so flimsy as that of
scanty number of letters.
Whatever be the cause perhaps
all the elder and intellectual
viewers in Bangladesh are of
opinion that his discussions
are informative, his discourse
a and his arguments
sound and interesting and that

rsonalities like him should
brought mere frequently
and given more time and thus
BTV utilize him to educate the

people in general and younger

generation in particular to im-
bue in them thce proclivity to
practice Muslim manners,
ethics and culture according to
the Quran and the sayings of
the Prophet. '

At a time when the country
(or should we say the whole
world), is riddled with im-
morality, corruption, crime —
incidence of mob going on
rampage, extorting monies, hi-
jacking in streets, gun battling
in educational institutions,
sabre rattling in industrial
concerns, political assaults,
sex assaults, wine and drug

addiction — the very powerful

medium of television can do a

great lot by such serious pro-
to build up charac-

ter, morality and manners.

The responsibility to pr&-
mote good manners and char-

:
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media like television, radio,
press etc. and of course -
ents who must themselves

pursue an honest living and
groom their children to evade
violence and {inmorality as
much as possible.

Jalalur Rahman Khan
Markaz Da'watul Islam
Dhaka 1207.

Communism

Sir, Four centuries ago, the
French astrologer Nostr-
edamus = described the

Communist doctrine and pre-

dicted its eventual decline in
his book, "The Centuries".
Ha foreseen the advent of
Napoleon, Hitler, the
Kennedys, and Khomeini,
Nostredamus predicted that
there would be a Third World
War sometime between 1986
and 1999, béginning in the
East, and  centering on the
Middle East, which would be
preceded by several major
earthquakes, the termination
of the 2y, the assassination
of Edward Kennedy, and a
world-wide famine.

Andrei Amalrik, a Soviet
dissident who emigrated to
the West in 1976, wrote his
essay "will the Soviet Union
Survive Until 19847" in 1069,
It was "first published in
English in 1970. In this essay,
he predicted the collapse of
Soviet Communism and the
disintegration of the Russian
Empire: ".... the collapse of the

against Hungary in
Czechoslovakia in 1968 and

nomic support.

This leaves China
leader of the socialist world
and champion of the Third
World. China showed that dur-
ing the Gull crisis, when it
abstained from voting on the
crucial UN resolution authorts-

approved without further
consideration.

There is also a question
mark over the link between
some GEF investments and
larger World Bank projects.
The Bank says that only by

in time to show results at the
end of the three-year) pilot
phase. _
Conservationists point to
that these easily-processed
projects may fail to address
more urgent priorities.
also argue that if the Bank is
serious about the environment,
the add-ons should have been
there in the first place. Worse,
says Ritch, the pro
serve as “fig hmjgc:.hlmm
which cannot be regarded as
environmentally sound"”.

Only GEF investments that
are part of a larger project are
approved by the Board of
Exécutive Directors of the
Bank, adding to the criticism
of lack of accountability. The

fruc-sundlnﬁ — a ma-
jority in the first

of 26 —
are approved exclusively by
Bank or UNDP officials.

lan Johnston, who adminis-
ters the GEF at the Bank,
claims that most donors do not
see the need to approve pro-
jects. They are content to dis-
cuss them at twice-yearly

meetings of countries that

have contributed at least US$4
million to the fund. Currently,
25 countries are participating,
because only seven deve

countries — China, India,
Egypt. Mexico, .Indonesia,
Pakistan and Turkey — have

regime will occur sometime
between 1980 and 19856 ...... |
have no doubt that this great
Eastern Slav empire ... has en-
tered the last decades of its
existence. Just as the adoption
of Christianity post the
fall of the Roman Empire but
did not prevent its inevitable
end, so Marxist doctrine has
delayed the break-up of the
Russian Empire — the Third
Rome — but it does not pos-
sess the power to prevent it".

Writing on "Detente and
Democracy” in 1976, Amalrik
stated his belief that various
developments would dis-
integration several years be-
yond 1984,

A few years ago, Imam
Khomeini of .the Islamic
Republic of Iran wisely advised
President Mikhail Gorbachev
to abandon Marxism-Leninism,
and to put Communism in the
mﬂ:hl:um of history, where fit

tly Illont :

Marxism proven to be
the biggest scientific hoax of
the twentieth century.

| look forward to the fading
away of Communist intellectu-
als, along with their Marxist
garbage, particularly the

01 Dhaka University.

1958, ing use of force.

China called the Soviet

North Korea,
Vietnam, Cambodia, Lagos,
Mongolia still have communist
systems. Countries such as

la, Mozambique, Yemen

Etrpum With the :::::

bling of Soviet Communism,
these countries will have to

adapt.

, Cuba's Fidel Castro
has been the
"Socialism or death.”
Despite concerted US propa-
ganda against him, he is firmly
in command.

However, the signs of
change are evident in many
other cases. Kim-il-Sung of
North Korea has been negotia-
tion with South Korea fo

Mongolian
People's Revolutionary Party
and decided to bring in mar-
ket reforms.

paid up so far. There is no rep-
resentative from sub-Saharan
Africa. one of the world's most
environmentally -fragile re-
gions, so the Bank is consider-
paying half the contribu-
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. tions of the least developed
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Green Fund Runs into Criticism

Maria Elena Hurtado writes from London

from NOOs, the Bank will be
organising gennpthen be-
tween the GEF countries an
NGOs. A small of the
fund — probably around

US& 10 million in the first
— has been set aside for

pﬂ:?el:tl.
n view of the strong reser-
vations about the green

Panoscope
become director of the World

Development Movement, a
British pressure group.

Hartal and Democratic
Rights

The referendum on consti-
tutional amendment for par-
lamentary form of government
has been held and voted obvi-
ously in favour of the parlia-
mentary from of rmment
by the people of the country.
The country's democracy is
finally institutionalised,

The gﬁoplﬂ. side their
strive for de racy, have

always demonstrated the
democratic rights in the form
of rallies, processions etc.
specially by: calling hartal or
strike. The political parties
usually give call for hartal to
press home the demands of a
section of the people. Whoever
calls for a hartal we normally
see the people stop p
rickshaws /bus; shops, o
and educational institutions
remain closed, culminating in
immense economic loss to the
government and destruction of
private and public properties.
Evidently, people become
restive and subversive; indisci-
pline and disorder becomes
the order of the day. This is
the people's right to exercise
their might to fulfil their de-
mandsl| is sort of aflairs
though democratically
turn out to be a bitter pill to
swallow for the general toiling
mass. ' :
However, | believe the
people have to right to ques-
tion the things take place in
of the hartal even after
hartal hours. It is clear that a

A enough,
these activities are still on

ent in such situations. | trust
that if they resolve to do so
they can check such disorderly
behaviour of a handful so-called
political activists who take
undue advantages of a loose
order even after hartal hours.

that their autheority is
not ceased during such law-
lessness and disorder, the law
enforcing agencics should pro-
tect the interests of the people
at any cost.

(2) The unruly activists cer-
tainly belong to a political
party. So, that political party
should be made responsible for
the damages done by their
lankies. They must be identi-
fied and brought to book. It is
the moral duty of the striking
party too, to look after the
public and private lpropeﬂh.

(3) Such a call for hartal
should be justified because this
causes a huge economic and
social to the as
a whole and obviously more
sufferings to the daily wage
earners. Whoever feels giv-
m‘: tjgh"m call never cares

t majority of the
ple who live nﬁmﬂ to mnﬁ

(4) We are all now aware of
our democratic rights and take
every opportunity to exercise
it. We should also try to be re-
sponsible. Our approach should
be positive and constructive
not to s the opposition
when in the government or
protesting the government ac-
tions while in the
This is two way — give
and take. If either the govern-
ment or the opposition do any
thing benevolent for the peo-
ple, the people will return the
same in a magnified quantity.

(5) The low percentage of
participation of voters in the |
recently held referendum
reflects our reluctance as a na-
tion to fulfil our commitments
whereas we are ever eager to

grab the fruits of happenings.

I, therefore, would like to
remember and request others
to note Mahatma Gandhi who
explained DEMOCRACY as
MUTUAL REGARDS and RESP-
ONSIBILITIES.




