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In the euphoria gener-
ated in the West at the
demise of communism
i in the Soviet Union it
has been overlooked
that one fourth of

the humanity
still lives under
socialist rule

Hai-hmta says

deposed president
Aristide was an
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Presidential election : Petition challenging Ordinance
moved 1n single-member vacation Bench

The Writ petition challeng-
ing the Election of President
Act 199] and the Election of
President (Amendment) Ordi-
nance, moved in the single-
member : vacation bench on
Wednesday was referred to the
Chief Justice for order.

The single-member bench
comprising Justice Habibur
Rahman Khan was of the opin-
ion that the prayer for a stay
and also the issuance of a rule
was not within the compe-
tency of his bench.

The Supreme Court Judge
in a written comment said, "
am of the view the matter may
be heard by a larger Bench for
consideration and determina-
tion of the prayers ....."

The Writ petition now lies

By St.aff Cnrrespondent

under discretionary 'rs of
the Acting Chiel Justice who
may either order the constitu-
tion of a Division Bench on an
emergency basts to hear Lhe
Writ petition, or rule Lthat the
petition may be taken up by a
Diviston BI'.'.ﬂCh after the cur-
rent vacation of the Court ex-
pires on October 19,

A single-member bench can
grant stay, but does not have
the power to issue notice. A
Division Bench has both the
powers. In case a Division
Bench is constituted and a stay
granted, Lhe presidential eclec-
tion cannot br. held on October
8 as scheduled.

If, however, there is no stay
order the presidential election
will be held on time.

On Tucsday, the Acting
Chief Justice expressed his in-
ability in constituting a
Division Bench to hear the
Writ during the vacation.

Barrister Amirul Islam,
Advocate A F M Mesbahuddin
Zakir Ahmed and other
lawyers who moved the peti-
tion before the single-member

bench on Wednesday first saw

the Acting Chiefl Justice M H
Rahman.

They appcared on behalf of
seven petitioners: Abdus
Samad Azad, Tofacl Ahmed,
Mohammad Nasim, Molia
Choudhury and Rahmat Al of
the Awami League, Suranfit
Sengupta of the Ganatantri
Party, and Prol Abdul Hafiz of
the NAP.

Writ referred to Chief Justice

The Election of President
Act, 1991 provides for an open
election. The Election of
President (Amendment)
Ordinance promulgated on
Seplember 28 provides that
the election of President by
Members of Parliament will be
treated as proceedings of the
House and the provision of
Article 70 of the Constitution
against floor-crossing will be
applicable.

The Writ petition submits
that "the Ordinance is a fraud
upon the Constitution and the
legislation is in negation of
democracy. It is a device for
terrorism. The voters, namely
the Members of the
Parliament, will be dictated by

See Page 12 Col. 7
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_R_ecessionary Signals getting stronger
Investment,
production

slow down

By Moazzem Hossain

Recessionary signals,
showing declines in oulput and
investments and a sharp con-
traction in domestic demand,
are geiting stronger in the or-
ganised sectors of the econ-
omy.

The imports have slowed
down primarily becausc of a
stagnaling economic situation.
Exporis have tended Lo fall.
Export receipts in US dollar
terms declined by about five
per cent in July 1991 com-
pared to that of July 1990.

The country's forcign ex-

change reserves are however

robustly strong at over 1004
million dollars. The reserves
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'No scope for
criticism
of Acting

President : BNP

Ruling Bangladesh Nationa-
list Party (BNP) W

sharply reacted to the
criticism of Ac President
Justice Shahabu Ahmed

for promulgating the new
ordinance on the Presidential
Election Act, UNB.
BNP Secretary General
Abdus Salam Talukder in a
statement said the Presidential

will get stronger within the | Election (Amendment)
next two weeks' time with the | Ordinance, 1991 was promul-
rclease of 110 million dellars, | gated through the Law

out of a total 195 million dol-
lars in 1991-92, by the
International Mo Fund
(IMF) as its support for eco-

nomic reforms in Bangladesh
under Enhanced Structural

Adjustment Facility (ESAF).

Ministry in accordance with
the conslitutional provision
under the parliamentary sys-
tem.

"Our attention has been
drawn lo some unnecessary
statements published in a see-

The ESAF package was ap- | tion of Ih: press aboul the
proved by the IMF Board of | Acting Pr::ldl:nt regarding the
Directors for the sccond ycar | recently promulgated

of its opcrations in 1991-92 on
See Page 12 Col, 3
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The manager of
American San Diego
football club fheu to
. Buenos Aires to talk

' possible signing of
disgraced Argen-

tine star Diego I

. Maradona
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Metrogolitan

Dhaka Day by Day

With the wedding
season about to begin
with its endless round
of ‘biryani’, many will
perhaps pray that they

may see the season
through with
patience
intact
Page 3

Business
Construction workers
demand minimum |
wages |
Page 7

Supplement

s paper
contains a three-page
Special Supplement .
on the National Day of | |
Germany on pages 8, 9
& 10. The regular
Feature, National
and one of the
Sport
are therefore

dropped

By DU Correspondent

Minister for Educalion

News commentary

Let Ministers not
outsmart colleagues

By Amanullah Kabir

None expects that every-
thing will go smooth, particu-
larly in l problem-ridden
country like ours and that ev-
ery action of the BNP govern-
ment will go wunchallenged.
What is expected is wisdom
behind every action. And the
BNP government failed to
show that wisdom when it
-.mu:ll::;wmmll:di y

tion of
President Act 1991.

given a
chance to find an issuc and 1
has flled a Writ pctition to
fight a legal battle in the court,
if not on the streets.

n public statemcnts, il has
branded the Ordinancc as
“undemocratic and unconstitu-
tional® and questioned Lthe mo-
tive behind it saying that the
Ordinance is aimed to infringe
on the rights of the Mcmbers
of Parliament.

But what matlers more than
the Opposition reaction Is the
reported rescniment among
the MPs of the ruling party it-
scll. By promulgating the con-
troversial Ordinance, the DNDP
government has exposcd (ts
own weakncss to public
only ten days after assuming
full state power under the par-
liamcntary form of governnent
and a lack of mutual trust

E

among themselves. If the BNP
high command sulfers from a
lack of confidence 1in

gi?
;

R
2
]
:

;
1l

it

who gave
e to run

the country
only cight months back. Such a

folly on the part of the BNP
will only shatler the people's
confidence.

There are different inter-
pretalions of the Ordinance by
differcnt quarters, but the ul-
timaie and only objective is to
plug foor-crossing. In other
words, the BNP wants lo en-
surc fils party votes in the
presidential election instead of
winning support of other par-
lamentlary groups or parties.

it is learnt that the BNP
leadership has not even sought
the votcs of the Jamaat
Parllamentary Party which lent
uncundluufu.l support to the

BNP in forming a government
See Page 12 Col. 1

Justice Badrul Illaider

. Choudhury, a candidate for

October 8 presidential elce-
tion, Wed said he would

rlnﬂ:c&nmi.lfmry.ln
le a writ ng the new

Ordinance on the Prestdential
Election AcL

"This is a Damocics's sword,
a fraud in a Draconian fashion
which is berefl of all
norms”, he iold

UNB

. undemocratic

of democracy. It

ling a writ pctition
because "] am an aggricved

person inasmuch
honourable MPs who intend to

If needed I will go
to court: Badrul

vole for me are now giving
second thought because of the
Ordinance.”

in this context, he men-
tioned the initiatives by some

members of nt in fl-
ing writs in High Court and
trying to get a bench for hear-
ing.

The former Chiel Justice
indicated that il the MPs [ailed
to get a bench for any reason
whatsoever, he mighl go o Lhe
Court on October 5 or 6 al the
latest.

He said the Acling
President promulgated the
Ordinance under Article 93 of
the Constitution withoul men-
tioning in the prcamble of the
Ordinance as to the nccessity
for promulgating such an ordi-
nance.

According to the
Constitution, #f the President
is satisflicd that the cxisling
circumslances require
mulgation of such law, then

See Page 12 Col. 1

Unconcerned about the danger of the accident prone
Dhaka streets, these underprivileged boys are out on a

phuurt hunt.

— Star photo

We want to see BAF

stronger :

Prime Minister DBegum
Khaleda Zia Wednesday called
upon the members of
Bangladesh Air Force Lo play
their due role in leading the
nation to the path of cherished
development, reports BSS.

Addressing the oflicers,
airmen and civilan employees
of the BAF at the Kurmitola
maintenance hanger DBegum
Zia said "as an integral of
the people, the Air Fnrt*:r;:r-
sonnel have to work with them
in nation-building besidcs pro-
tecting the cou s inde
dence and i i

: ring the P
l-pu;ttnu of making Lhe
E&mr Force stronger
Begum Zia said,
"“ want o conlinue the ef-
forts to strengthen our Air
Force.”

The Prime Minister said
the country's Air Force had
achieved a laudable progress
through contributions of its
stall at all levels. "We want the
force to be more efficient and
stronger.”

Begum Zia said shaheed
president Ziaur Rahman
wanied to see a slronger,
modern and sclf-dependent
Air Force, suiling to the necds
of the hour. The present gov-
ernment would work to make
true the dreams of shahced
president Zia, she said.

Outlining the development
programmes of her govern-
ment, the Prime Minister said,

"We wanlt to achieve a scll-re-
liant economy lessening our

' depcndenc: on foreign aid.”

Credit freeze will go, hopes Minister

By Chapal Bashar

After DESA new
World Bank terms

for loan likely

Star Economic Report

Mere launching of Dhaka
Electric Supply Authority
(DESA) is u ly 1o lead 1o an
immediate lifting of credit
suspension in encrgy scction
by the International
Development Association
(IDA). a soft loan giving agency
of the World Bank sources said
in Dhaka on .

Launching of DESA from
October | for scparating the
power distribution system in
greater Dhaka zone [rom Lhe
PDB's overall country wide op-
erations has however been
welcomed by the donors.

The Ministry of Energy re-
cetved on a communi-
cation from the World Bank for
launching of the DESA. The
World Bank has made i1 quite
clear tdb the government
through its latest
communication that concrete

See Page 12 Col. 7

Minister for Encrgy and
Mineral Resources Dr
Khandaker Mosharral lossain
Wednesday cxpressed his con-
[idence that the Dhaka
Electric Supply Authority
(DESA) would reduce the sys-
tem loss in power seclor sub-
stantially through bctier man-
agement and would also served
the consumers better.

Talking to The Dally Star,
the Energy Minister explained
the reasons for eslablishing
NESA and dwell un its opecra-
tional procedure. DESA's opcer-
ation started Oclober 1.

When asked about donors’
reaction aller launching of
DESA, the Minister said that it
would be “naturally positive”
lHie expressed the hope that
the temporary suspension of
IDA credit in power sector
which was imposed on
September 4, would be with-
drawn soon.

The International
Development Association (1DA)
suspcnded credit's due to non-
fulfilment of donor's condi-
tions Including lauhching of

DESA
The Minisiwer, however, said
that it was not true that

donors’ pressurc was the only
rcason lor creating DESA. "We
also [clt the necessity of a sep-
aralc organisation for smooth
management of power distri-
bution and {ts crcation became
esscnilal for us. We have exam-
ined the viability of scparate
management and found that an
autonomous body with ac-
countability can improve the
sysiem a Jot”, he said adding
that in many Asian citics such
scparalc bodivs exist.

Dispelling confusion and
fcars of the stafl of Power
Development Board (PDIB), Dr
Mosharral said that DESA
would enjuy the same status
like PDB and it would be an-
other aulonomous body under
the energy ministry.

The Minisicer categorically
menlioned Lhat the DESA
would not be converted into a
holding company nor it will be
placed undcr private sector.

As rcgards functioning of

See Pqt 12 Col 6
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Economlc union

we give lop priorily not Lo

litical passions, | t:
needs and interests nl’ the
populace,” Kazakhsian

President Nursultan

i l—

in USSR but unrest rages

T:n of 129 hunger strikers
encamped In front of
Tadzhikistan's parliament
buflding were in serfous condi-
tion, including popular poet
Guilrukhsor, Tass said.

The which had
rebelled against Mikhail
Gorbachev's atiacks on the
party in the coup's aftermath,
adjourned after refusing to
disband its Communist Party

and replade Rakhman Nabiyev,
even H had agreed
Monday Lo & week -old state

of emergency.
In the Caucasus, prospecis

dimmed for settement of the
vicious conflict over Nagorno-
Karmbakh, a mostly Armentan
territory lytng within predom-
inantly

Armenia’s intertor Ministry
accused Aszerbafjan of vhhu.n.

a Russian-s

ment last month mlh

Armenia o tiale a ccase-

fire to sctile conflict, the

news agency Interfax said.
The Interior Ministry

claimed Azcrbatjant militants

up actions in the ter-
ritory and uther predeminantly
Armenian areas since the ac-
cord was reached Sept 22. It
also repeated charges that
Soviel Llroops were laking
sides in the conflict instead of
policing I

Afler the lalks on economic

. sanion, lvan Silaycv, head of an

interim commillee oversecing
the national economy, sald,

'Thmulumw:l
pectations.”

Hm‘h"

Khaleda

"It is very difficult for the gov-
ernment alone to achicve that
without the help of all quarters
as it had inherited a ruined
economy oul ol nine ycars of

autocratic rule,” she added.

She said the socio-political
changes across the world
proved that democracy was
imperative for development.

Begum Zia said the present
democratic government of
Bangladesh had alrcady
achieved confidence of the
world community.

Begum Khaleda Zia said Lhe

Air Force personnel had always
stood by the sulfering pcopie
during the time of natural
calamitics (o give succour (o
them.

Recalling the remarkable
role played by the Air Force
personncl du the last April
cyclone Begum Zia said it
would have been very diflicult
to reach rcelief to the affected
people In remole arcas without
sincere and untiring efforts of
the Air Force immecdiately
after the cyclone.

The Prime Minister also re-
called with deep respect the
conlributions of Air Force in
the War of Liberation.

Earlier on her arrival at the
Air Force hcadquarters the
Prime Minister was received
by the Chiel of Air Stall Air-
Vice Marshall Altafl [lossain.

Ordinance”, he said adding
"there is no scope for any ad-
vcrse commenl about the
Acting President”.

Transport workers
announce fresh

programme today
By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Road Transport
Workers Federation (BRTWF)
will announce its fresh course
of action today instead of to-
morrow (Friday} in protest
against Wednesday's incident
at Naogaon.

Earlier, two rounds of talks
between the workers' leaders
and the Communications
Minister failed to resolve the
crisis.

The district administration
of Naogaon rcportedly uricd to
opcrate the transports forcibly
with the help of BDR and po-
lice; Manfurul
BRTWF Executive Pre-ldr:nt
said al a_press copference in
the Jatiya Press Chib Wed-
nesday.

“The authorities gave up
the peaccful way of resolving
the issue,” he said adding that

See Page 12 Col. 3

US voluntary
medical team
arrives today

By Stafl Correspondent

Mcmbers of the Amcrican
Volunlary Medical Team
(AVMT) will arrive in Dhaka
today to provide medical relief
to victims of [loods in the
Rajshahi and Rangpur arcas.
The Ministry ol llecalth (s co-

Begum Zia was presenled | ordinauling their visit.
with a guard of honour by a The group, led by Cindy H
smartly turned out contingent | McCain, President and

of the Air Force. She took
salute and inspected Lhe guard.
She was also Introduced to
PSOs and senior officers of the
BAF al the air headquarters.
The Prime Minister stayed

Founder of AVMT and wife of
US Scnalor John McCain, in-
cludes 20 gencral medicine
physicians and nursing stall,
according to a USIS press re-
lcase issucd last night.

with the Air Chiefl for some The tecam will provide
lime. DBefore departing air | treatment for tropical dis-
hcadquarters she signed the | cascs, malnutrition, dyscntery,

visilors book.

-

See Page 12 Col. 6
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