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BTA confce
held

From Our Correspondent
Oct | : The triennial con-
ference of Bangladesh

Teacher's Association. Satkhira
district unit was held at
Shahid Abdur Razzak Park au-
‘difofium recently.

Amanullahl, Prest-
t, BTA. Satkhira district
. over the function
ile Mr,” Abdur Rashid, Vice
t. BTA was the special
guest. It was addressed, among
others, by Abdul Mutalib, Pres-
ident, Satkhira Press Club,
Shaikh Akbar Hossain Presi-
dent, Satkhira district College
Teachers Association, Golam
Rahman, Ashral Ali, Abdur
Rauf, Abdus Samad. Nirmal
Kumar, Abdul Jalil, President
BTA, Khulna district unit and
Anowarul Haq.

A 33-member executive
committee of BTA Satkhira
district unit was formed with
Shaikh Amanullah as President
and Anowarul Haq as General
Secretary.

JKURIGRAM
Nazrul Jayanty
observed

From Our Correspondent
Oct 1 : Nazrul Jayanty was
observed at Kurigram under
the aegis of Kurigram
S Academy recently.

. In this connection a discus-
sion meeting was held at Kuri-
3 Town Hall with Advocate
;Amanullah in the chair.- Mr.
Shafiqul Islam, Deputy Com-
isstoner, Kurigram was pre-
M. as chiel guest. Among

ers, Prof. Sk. Abu Bakar
Siddique, Profl. Tapan Kumar

Karanjai Basu, and Samsun Na-
har Sanu took part on the dis-
cussion.

It was rounded off with a
musical soiree which was con-
ducted by Mr. Badal Ahmed.

BCL conference

The conference

campus with
Towhidul Islam Baskshi in the
chadr.

it was addressed, among
others, by Ruhul Quddus Babu.
0S RUCSU, Emdad Al,
Motlubur Rahman Shafi. Hasi-
bur Rahman Hasib, Khondoker
Shahidul, Munna, Samiul Huda
and Kartik Chandra.

MYMENSINGH
461 criminals
arrested : huge
arms recovered
From BAU Correspondent

Oct |I: Mymensingh police
under its Operation Doorbar
have arrested 461 persons and
recovered 42 firearms from
different upazilas of the dis-
trict during its three week-
long operation, police said.

arms included 33 pipe
guns. one Chiness rifles, one

tol. three country made pipe
guns. 89 rounds of ammuni-
ton, 3 cocktail. 15 rambao. 21
daggers. 7 kirich. 14 katra
one Chiness axe. 19 ballam,
and ] 1 knives.

The arrested persons In-
cluded 195 absconding pris-
oner. 38 members of the Sar-
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GAIBANDHA

Rain damages

Aman crops
From Our Corvespondent

Oct 1 : Standi Aman
crops on vast tract of land in
seven upazilas of the district
went under water following
incessant rain for the last few
days and onrush of water from
upper catchment of the rivers
G t, Teesta and Brahmapu-
tra.

All the seven upazilas of
Gaibandha district have been

- badly affected by rain water.
Wi

th the rise in water level
in Brahmapu
took an
marjani

tra basin erosion
turn at Ka-
and Fulchari areas

. where meanwhile huge cul-

tivable lands. buildings, insti-
tutes and market have been
devoured by the river erosfon.

CHUADANGA
Withdrawal of
DC demanded

Oct 1 : The district Teach-
ers’ Assoclation in a press con-
ference at Chuadanga Academy
in the town Thursday de-
manded withdrawal of the
Deputy Commissioner, reports
UNB

According to the sources,
the members of the association
after a meeting at Hasan Chat-
tar area in the town Wednes-
day went to the DC to submit a
memorandum to press home
their demands. But the DC re-
fused to receive the memoran-
dum.

Later the teachers held a
press conference on the fol-

lowing day in which the secre- -

tary of the association Khaled
Masud declared that if the DC
s not withdrawn from the
district immediately they will
be compelled to go on strike
for an indefinite period.

The also u the govern-
ment to fulfil various de-
mands including timely dis-
bursement of government
grants, regularisation of ser-
vices and ensure congenial at-
mosphere in the educational
institutions.

BARGUNA

Posts of Asstt
judges lying

vacant
Oct |1 : The posts of Assis-
tant Judges have been lying va-

cant since last one year in
Bamna., Betagi Patherghata
upazilas of the district, reports
UNB.

According to informed
sources, a huge number of
cases have been lying pending
in these ca un-
told to the .

A total of 2160 cases are
awaiting disposal in the dis-
trict due to absence of Assis-
tant Judges for a lang time. At
least 168 cases remained

pending in Patharghata upazila
alone, the sources said.

Besides, 627 civil suits, 44

" . session cases and 267 others

have been pending in the court

of the district judge which
were filed since t January,
this year.

Further 332 cases are

pending in Sub-judge court,
while 439 and 42 cases are yet

to be tried in the courts of the
Sub-judge and Assistant Judge

Lnultlnth-wurpdﬂt

authorities tw fill up the vacan-
cies to redress the sufferings
of the people.

hats, bazars t- by the
erosion during last few
days. reports UNB.

The affected arcas are : Hu-
larhat, Charkhali, Chahoria,
Telikhall and Tushkhah.

According to informed

sources. launch and steamer
ghat of Hularhat Bandar was
shifted several times and about

Accordin to report
Charkhalt, C and Te
khali under Bhandarta upazila
are also on the verge
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NAOGAON : With the onrush of flood waters a vast tract of |
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Fertilizer, insecticide prices high

Transplanted Aman, rabi crops

farming

JHENIDAII, Oct 1 :
Transplanted Aman paddy
(Ropa aman) and Rabi crops.
cultivatfon may drop in six
upazilas of the district due to
high price of inputs including
fertilizer and pesticidcs.

According to the Agric-
ultural Extension Dcpartment
[AED) in Jhenidah Sadar,
Shailkupa, Kaliganj, Kotch-
andpur, Moheshpur and
Harinakunda upazilas the tar-
get of transplanted Aman
paddy has Igcen fixed at
161476 acres of which
156489 acres are high yielding
variety including Pyjam and
5877 acres are local varicty.

On a visit to somc Jocal
markets this correspondent

mcrvu:l that the prices of dif-
nt kinds of fertilizers and

" governmient rate ‘of

pesticides have gone up ad-

verscly allecting the farmers
incentives for Rupa Aman
paddy and Rabi crops cultiva-
tion which need maxtmum
fertilizers and pesticides.

Different kinds of fertilizers
like Urea, Tripple Super
Phosphate [TSP) and Muriate
of PPotash (MP’) are now selling
at Taka 380,275 and 220 re-
spectively per bag which were
sold al Taka 245, 250 and 205
per bag a fortnight ago. The
Urea is
Taka 240, TSP Taka 240 and
MP Taka 200. It may be men-
tioned that each bag contains
50 kg fcrtilizer.

Similarly prices of different
kinds of pesticides have also
gone up. Diaginon Marshall and

Dimecron which were sold at
Taka 100, 40 and 75 respec-
tively beforc the cultivation

period are now sctting al Taka
130, 55 and 95 respectively.

It is also obscrved that in
utter helplessness the jute
growers are selling their hard
earned produce to the local
'farias’ and middlemen at a
very low price. No purchasing
centres have yet been opened
in the district ecither by the
government or any other pri-
vale agency threatening sharp
decline in jute prices.

Tossa varicty was sold at
Taka 220 to 310 per a maund
which is far below the produc-
tion cost.

The poor [armers particu-
larly the share-croppers and

Flood situation improves

SHARIATPUR, Oct 1 : The
flood situation in Shariatpur
district is improving following
the recession of water level in
the rivers of Padma and Kirti
nasha. Numerous pcople of
Kahikata, Tarabonia, Char Attra
and Noapara under Bhederganj
and Noral upazilas are livin
under open sky. Only a small
quantity of reliefl goods of Red
Crescent has reached here.

About 2000 le have taken
shelter on lcoﬂigh banks of
Sureshwar, Bangla Bazar and
Noapara, while many of them
are residing in Charatta Pri-
mary School and Azizia High
School. Sureshwar Primary
School, Noapara hat and
Tarabonia station bazar have al-

ready been engulfed by the
Padma.

From Our Correspondent

Jute growers
at stake .

The jutle culivators of six
upazilas of Shartatpur district
are facing difliculties in selling
jute. Due to decline in price
the brokers are laking lull ad
van.age of buying jute at a very
low price for want of govern-
ment buying centre at every
upazila. The only buying centre
of BOJASSWAR under Naria
upazila is not buying in [ull
swing for want of funds. The
cultivators are bound to sell
jute at Taka 200 per mound
instead ol government price of
Taka 250. They are facing
hardships to repay their loans.

Saplings distributei
District Agricultdral Exten-

sion De ment recently dis-
tribut 400 Kazi guava

Use of firewood in

brickfields

rampan

Correspondent

NARAIL, Oct | : Rampant
use of firewood despite gov-
ernment ban in the brickfields
of the district is going un-
abated hastening the process
of deforestation.

Brickfield owners are al-
legedly using trees as fuels de-
spite availability of coal in the
depots. In all there are 11
brickfields in the district.

Besides, bamboo are also
being used as fuel for burning
bricks while age-old pinctree,
date trees, mango trees, babla
and other fruit bearing trees

ut the district

Additional District Magis
trate, Superintendent of Po-
hee, Uparzila Nirbahi Officers,
Upazila Chairmen and other
public representatives partict-
pated in the discussion.

SUNAMGANLJ : This tiny boy has taken his father's profession as a little earning
— Star photo by M. Igbal Siddiqui

his family.

in Shariatpur

saplings among the students
who secured first, second and
third positions in every class

‘under Pourasava schools and
madrashas. It wiss done under
afforestation programme to
encourage students in tree

plantation.
65 criminals held

District police department
has arrested 65 criminals from
six thanas ol Sharlatpur dis-
trict under Operation Durbar.
The criminals included con-
victed and absconding per-

. sons, members of Sarbahara

Party and suspected persons.
Another district pelice
source says that Jajira thana
police have recently recovered
a country-made pipegun from a

paddy ficld in BK Nagar village.

Chhatra League
protests arrest
of leaders

PAIINA.

Oct 1: The ac

livisis of the district unit of

Chhatra League (S-A) brought
oul a procession in protest
against the arrest of twe stu
dent leaders on Sunday, re-
ports UND

may drop

Correspondent

marginal farmers were com-
pclled to sell their jute at
throw away prices as they have
no other alternative. Dut
have to purchase [ertilizers
and pesticides and other iIn-
puis at exorbitant rate.
The competent sources said
that as the government has no
control over the prices of fer-
tilizers and pesticides, busi-
nessmen are making brisk
business depriving the farmers
of the actual price. On the
other hand goVernment has
failed to fix up fair price of
jute.

Farmers of the area have
urged upon the government to
take necessary
the fair price of the jute and to
provide fertilizers and pesti-
cides al reasonable prices.

Foodgrains worth
Tk 4 crore

misappropriated

BOGRA, Oct 1 ' Four gov-
ernment employees of the
Bogra Sadar Food Godown have

been identified as responsible |

for misappropriation of a huge
quantity of foodgrains includ-
ing rice and y worth over
Taka four crore, reports UNB.

A police case has been filed
against the four employees
aftcr a threc-member probe
body hecaded by Assistant
Controller of Food, Bogra de-
tected the crime committed
by forging allotment orders.

According to the case, the
four accused employees in col-

| laboration with some others

misappropriated a total of
J3926.559 metric tons of food-
grains including rice and
paddy from the government
godown througly forged papers.

Further polite investigation

is continuing, No arrest has yet
been made,

steps for fixing |

—

PANCHAGARII, Oct ] :
Non-registration of ma
dceds was stated o be the
main hindrance in the move-
ment against oppression on
women, a random survey re-
vealed here, reports UNB.

The survey conducted in
some -rural arcas of greater
Dlrnjpn; dll:th'h:t. showed that
mest of t marriages r-
formed between poor famIPH:n
were not registered. As a re-
sult, victims of oppression

o g
outrage.

Despite restrictions, many
people take more than one
wife withoul written permis-

sion from the first.
The survey shows that

rights of wives in the rural ar-
cas cannot be protected due to

abscnce of registered marriage

deeds.

Divorce has become a
common f[cature in the rural
arcas, pushing the victims in
utter despair and at times even
forcing the abandoned women
to immoral activities for sur-
vival.

It s alleged that many
marriage rcgistrars in the rural
arcas c higher fees than
the official rate, which also
discourage poor parents to go
for registration.

Somc respondents in the
rural arcas s ted that the
government should fix a token

fee for marriages with a

mohrana of below Tk. 15,000

to encou marriage -
tration. i .

Electric pole
factory

Country's lone electric pole
manufacturing factory at
Panchagarh remains closed for
long 13 months renderin
about 500 employees a

workers jobless.

The factory has been closed
down when the PDB authori-
tics abruptly stopped taking
supply of electric poles in
September, 1990,

It was established after an
agrcement with the PDB that it
would buy poles on regular ba-
sis.

The factory produced
20,000 poles per year, but the
PDB took supply of only
15,944 poles from the factory
during the period December
'‘B6 to Sept-90.

PDB sources said that they
failed to lift the entire uc-
tion because of fu con-
straints.

The factory owners said
they could resume

least 13,000 every year.
Meanwhile, the jobles

employees and workers of the

factory are sub-human

life amid acute financial hard-

Meghna erosion

ship.
1600

families homeless

CHANDPUR, Oectl: Ower
1600 [amilies of five villages
under Sadar and Haimchar
upazila have been rendered
homeless by erosion of the
mighty river Meghna, reports
UNB.

The worst affected villages
in the last three months are
Sadullapur, Govindia, Bakhor-
pur and Akhonerhat under
Sadar and Gazipur under Ha-
imchar upazila, official sources
said.

Besides, Mirzapur and Ha-

narchar vil have been to-
tally devoured by the river.

Most of the homeless peo-
ple are living under the open
sky on the irrigation
embankment hm
threatened by the massive ero-
sion of the river.

Officials said four govern-
ment primary schools and a
senfor madrasa have already
been washed away and five vil-
lages are almost about to be
devoured.

The villagers have been
shifting their belongings in-
cluding utensils and bullocks
to safer places.

According to some experts,
a ten-mile long char which
emerged in the mid Meghna
has been responsible for mas-
sive erosion of the banks.

Local Water Decvelopment
Board oflicials said an alterna-
tive embankment from Rag-
hunathpur to Haimchar was
being planned if the existing
embankment is washed away.

They apprehend that ero-
sion would be more serious
when the water would be re-
ceding during the dry season.

The Deputy Commissioner,
Yakub Ali said 10 metric tons
of rice 5 metric tons ol wheat
and 200 sarees and lungis have
been allocated for distribution
to erosion allfected people.

Local lcaders have urged
the government and non-gov-
ernment organisations to take
effcctive measures to combat
erosion, protect the embank-
ment and rehabilitate the ero-
sion-allected people.

Farmers' rally
held

MAGURA, Oct 1 : A day-
long farmers rally was held at
Shalikha Upazila Parishad audi-
torium here on Monday, re-
ports UNB.

About 300 farmers from dil-
ferent areas of the upazila at-
tended the rally.

The discussed the
i rtance of t control
management and ‘modern
methods of cultivation for in-
‘trease of food production.

Presided over by the
Shalikha Upazila Chairman
Sazrzadur Rahman Tarafdar, the
rally was attended by Abul
Hossain Mollah, Deputy
Director, District Agriculture
Extension as chiefl
guest. Mr Mario, an expert of
FAO was also present on the
occasion.

105 tons sugar
melting in
odown

GAZIUR, Oct | : A total of
105 metric tons of sugar
stockpiled in the district LSD
Evdulrn worth about Tk 27

kh are melting off due to
high moisture in the air, re-
ports UNB.

Deputy Commissioner
Jasimuddin Chowdhury and
Deputy Controller of Food
Nasiruddin inspected the
godown and saw the LSD stafl
collecting melted sugar in 10
drums.

Diarrhoea epidemic in

Jamalpur, Kishoreganj

JAMALPUR, Oct |
Diarrhoea and other water
bome diseasces have broken out
in an epidecmic form in most of

member of

From Our Correspondent

the flood aflected arcas of the
district.

. Unofficial sources said that
31, people including scven
children died of diarrhoea and
10,000 others were attacked
by the diarrhoea and other wa-
ter borne discascs in the last
fortnight in all seven upazilas
of the district. The most af-

The medical tcams are work-
ing round the clock to control
the spread of the discase.
Vartous medicines were being
distributed among the affected
people.

Acute shortage of medicines
is hampering the treatment in
the arcas multiplying the sul-
ferings of the victims. Civil
Surgeon, Jamalpur on lele-

phone said that Hnu-mﬁi.lr
of pure drinking water in-

take of adulicrated foodstulfls
were the cause behind the
spread of these discascs.

Accordin

rsons died and 500 others
Enhnmnllurﬂbythu dis-
Car ..

-wise death toll is 8
in angamati village of
Jhenaighati up;. tl:u in
Shaip Shallarpar village of
Oorjorita wunion wunder

to him, only nine,

Sreedordi Upazila, two in Talki
village in Nakhla upazila, two
in Nandina village wunder
Jamalpur Sadar upazila, one in
Barchgan] upazila, one iIn
Islampur Upazila and enec in
Sharishabari upazila. Five
others died In different re-

mote arcas at Decwangan)
Our Kishoregany
hﬂlm:ﬂhﬂ?ﬂm
died of diarrhoea during the
last two days in the district
raising the total death toll to
81 in a month. The Civil
Su of the district has al-
ﬁnﬂt!ﬂﬂrh&ﬂl?
persons.
Besides,
people have been attacked by
diarrhoea while during the last
two days 132 persons have
been admiftted to different
upazila health centres.
Bazitpur upazila is the worst
allected area where a total of
40 persons died during this
month. Twenty-four persons
died .in Katiadi upazila, | died
in Mikh. 9 in Elhan, J in
Kaliarchar, and 4 in Karimganj.
Mcanwhile, due to continu-
ous rain during the last two
days the water level In the
Mcghna and Kushiyara has
again marked a rise. Due to
this the flood situation in this

arca has agnin aggravated.

a total of 1618



