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Move to challenge
SSC results

Most of Dhaka's famous
schools are disappointed at the
recently announced Secondary
School Certificate (SSC) exam-
ination results wunder the
Dhaka Board and plan to chal-
lenge them

"We have many questions
about the in Islamiat
and General Science (Second
Part). Most of the students of
our school got below 60," the
Headmaster of the
Government Laboratory School
told The Daily Star over tele-

He said that there was little
hope of improving the results

as the answer s are not
re-examined after chal-
but just rescrutinised.

head of the institution
said that four of the 100 stu-
dents appearing from his
school were placed in the
merit list (7th. two 16th and
17th). 37 got star marks while
the rest of the students except
one got the First Division.

"We expected better results
than this and it would be pos-
sible if our students scored

marks in Islamiat and
General Science (Second
Part). he said.

The other school authori-
ties contemplating te chal-
lenge the results are Agrani
Schoeol, Udyan School,
Vikarunnesa School, University
Laboratory School and the BDR
High School.

Besides some guardians are
also planning to challenge the
results of their children who
failed o score desired results

in a single paper.
The Board authorities an-

_BJFl_lopes
Ram Temple soon

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
Sept 30: The BJP has ex-
pressed its firm resolve to ful-
fil its commitment to establish
a Ram Temple at Ayodhya and
said the party's government in
Uttar Pradesh was 'expediting
the process without losing a
minute’. reports PTI.

BJP leader, LK Advani and
Uttar Pradesh Chiefl Minister.
Kalyan Singh. told a joint press
conference here that though
the party could not give any
time frame, the temple would
be constructed ‘much sooner
than expected'.

Singh said his government
had started holding talks with

IJI expels

LAHORE (Pakistan). Sept
30: Pakistan's ruling Islamic
Democratic Alliance (lJI) ex-
pelled today a coalition mem-
ber for openly siding with the
opposition led by former
premier Benazir Bhutto. an LJI1
spokesman said, reports AFP.

Heads of eight 1JI compo-
nent parties, who met here for
six hours under the chairman-
ship of Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif, reached a consensus
decision to expel the Hizb-e-
Jihad and its leader Agha
Murtaza Poya, he said.

A fundamentalist pro-
Iranian Shiite politician and
owner of the English-language
daily The Muslim published in
Islamabad, Poya was stripped
of his position as the IJI's
central information secretary.

Poya attend the meeting the
first by top leaders of the al-

parties since it formed
the government in November
after defeating Bhutto's
Peoples Democratic Alliance

(PDA) in the October 1990
general :leégnﬁ l
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about the announcement as it
is a policy matter, he said
adding I don't know whether
the announcement will be in
favour of the winners or not."

Some 350 of over 1,000
winners who failed to get visas
observed three-day token
hunger strike ended Monday
in front of National Press Club.

Some 4,900 people won the
lottery from Bangladesh under
the programme in 1990-91.

According to the conditions
in the programme the lottery.
winner, his or her wife or hus-
band and children below 21
years of age were supposed to
get visas, '

The US Embassy here de-
clared the programme com-
pleted on August 21 after issu-
. ing visas to 6,324 winners and

their dependengs.

The striking winners al-
leged that \‘.l'lu:zc US authorities
suspended programme in
Bangladesh before its comple-
tion as the last date of issuing
visas was September 30.

mmdﬂchhrllu:ﬂnhﬂ
hhd'dnlhu results,
a Board source :
Controller of the Dhaka
Board Younus All Dewan said

that so far 30 tions have
been submit challenging

to do with
year as

%

75 per cent of
teachers under the

le “A".

“We do not engage any 'C’

teacher as examiners,”

ing that "the grada-

tion is determined by the con-

fidential reports of the head
examiners.”

He, however, confessed that
marking varies from teacher to
teacher. Citing an example he
said that in 1980, 28 copies of
an answer script were made
and given to 28 examiners.
None of the marks was similar,
he added.

"Without computerising the
system, such problem won't be
eliminated.” he said and added
that "we constantly alert our
teachers about being sincere
and accurate while marking
the scripts.”

He also said that only one or
two per cent of the results is

" usually changed through the

challenge of scripts.

Last year about 150 scripts
were challenged but only two
or three faults were found in
the tabulation sheets.

tobuild

Muslim intellectuals. adding,
‘we have moved forward' in
finding an amicable solution to
the issue. Asked who the intel-
lectuals were, Singh said they
were prominent and respected
rsons. He said he would not
ike to disclose their names
now, ‘as a matter of strategy .’

If negotiations failed, the
state government would not
hesitate to take administrative
and legislative steps to fulfil its
commitment, the Chief
Minister said.

He said there was no ques-
tion of holding talks with the
Babri Masjid Action Committee
now as they were fundamen-
tally opposed to the construc-
tion of the temple. Talks would
be held' in a phased manner,
he added.

The BJP leaders clarified it
was Viswhahindu Parishad
which would construct the
temple and that BJP had
committed to remove all hur-
dles in this ;

Regarding the shrines bill,

Transport strike
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ings to the passengers.
Earlier, two other organisa-
tions — Inter-District Truck
Drivers’ Union and North

Federation — separately called
for strike cutting off road
communication between the
capital and 16 north-western
districts.

The Truck -Drivers' Union
called off their strike this
afternoon after the BIWTA au-
thority handed over ‘the dis-
puted office to the union at the
Aricha Ghat.

The truckers called the
strike following a clash with
members of Coolie Sramik
Union at Nagorbari Ghat on
September 25 over collection
of tolls and possession of an of-
fice. The clash left 20 people
injured.

Sources said, night coaches
for north-western and south-
western destinations could not
start this evening from Gabtali
inter-district bus terminal as
the North Bengal Sarak
Paribahan Sramik Federation
:?:cﬂnund their strike to re-

its seven-point demand.

The de'mlmi:)l include wage
hike, issuance of appointment
letters, implementation of the
previously signed ment
with the luthoﬂtl:::mu transfer
of the Deputy Commissioner of
Naogaon, release of arrested
workers and withdrawal of
false cases them.

The crisis started in
Naogaon more than a month
ago when transport workers
demanded

J
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ng the officers and jawans at Dhaka Cantonment on Monday. Army Chief Lt

‘Diarrhoea death toll

Forty-four rsons died
of and other
water-borne discases which

have broken out in an epi-
demic form in most of the

flooded areas of the country,-

oflicial sources said, reports
BSS.

With this, the death toll due
to these diseases rose to 819.

According to the sources, a
total of 50,163 people have
been attacked with these dis-
cases since September 1. Of
them, 3,232 peop
attacked 1in Netrakona,
Kishoreganj and Sherpur
Monday.

Of the [resh deaths, four
each from Joypurhat and
Kishoreganj, three each from
Rangpur, Netrakona, Habiganj,
Moulvibazar and Chandpur, two

cach from Panchagar,
Thakurgaon, Dinajpur,
Nilphamari, Lalmonirhat,

&?ﬂ‘l and Naogaon and one
cach from Gafbandha, Rajshahi,
Serajganj, Pabna, Jamalpur,
Sunamgan| and Sylhet were
reported. .

The sources further said an
18-member high powered
team of officials of the Health
Department will go to the di-
arrhoca aflected areas today to
monitor and provide medicare
facilities in the areas.

When contacted, a high
Health official, who just re-
turned after a 10-day visit to

le have been .

the diarrhoca-affected areas
said that the stool of about 260
diarrhoea atiacked persons
have been brought to Dhaka for

pathological test o diagnose
the norms of disease.

When further asked why the
death toll in the disease is ris-
ing. despite disease manage-
ment pre tions, and official
sald most of the attacked per-
sons were found suffering from
malnutrition.

The monitoring cell of the
Directorate of Health told BSS
that the two trucks loaded
with medicines, which had left
Sunday for diarrhoea-stricken
areas, had been stranded in
the Aricha ferry ghat, due to
transport strike.

Meanwhile, UNICEF do-
nated a sizeable quantity of

Terrorism : Rao

warns Pakistan

NEW DELHI. Sept 30: The
Indian Prime Minister, PV
Narsimha Rao, has cautioned
Pakistan against fuelling ter-
rorism and doing anything
which impinged on India's in-
tegrity. because, "that is some-
thing which we can never al-
low". Pakistan's response had
not been satisfactory so far,
Rao said in an interview to the

Malayala Monorama and The
Week, reports PTI.

rises to 819

medicines worth about Taka
35 lakh to the of-
ficer of the diarrhoea control
department. The medicines
include line capsule, |
V flutd, Naledexic acid and
Bu needies.

An handout said, the
mnnmtnt of Public Health

Engineering had under-

taken extensive measures for
ensuring availability of pure
drinking water in the
and diarrhoea-prone arcas of
the country.

Under an emergency reha-

bilitation gramme, the de-
partment so far repaired
13,090 tubewells out of

19,425 tubewrells damaged in
the 19 districts affected by re-
cent floods.

Two hundred cleven tube-
wells have been sunk and 182
resunk in the most affected
arcas. A total of 8,551 tube-
wells have been purified by ap-
plying bleaching powder and
1,773 tubewells raised above
flood water levels.

Meanwhile, a monitoring
control cell for prompt repair
and rehabilitation of tubewells
in the flood and diarrhoea af-
fected areas has been opened
at Segunbagicha division of the
department.

Four senior-level officers of
the department have been de-
puted to supenvtse the tube-
well rehabilitation drive.

L i
e e

the Secretariat Monday.

Agitated workers of Chhatra Union went o

situation under control. Story on page 3

n rampage daamng rickshaws and vehicles near
Police later chased them and nabbed

ik o

some of them to bring the
— Star photo

 Ordn to stop floo
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tion Chief Election
Commissfoner Justice M A
Rouf told The Daily Star 'we
are in action, not in a specula-
tive world'.

Article 70 of the
Constitution provides that an
MP shall vacate his seat in par-
liament if he abstains from
voting or absents himself from
any sitting of parliament by ig-
noring the direction of the
party which nominated him in
the election.

Under the amended
Constituticn independent MPs
Joining a party would also be
deemed as nominees of that
party and liable for vacation of
seats.

Again, il there arises djs-
pute over leadership of a party
in Parliament the matter
would be referred to the
Speaker for settlement. After
such settlement members
failing to obey the leader shall
vacate their seats.

- UNB adds : Awami League
deur Tofael Ahmed, MP, to-

y said the ruli vir-
tually suffered a 'nnguf;rgﬂcnt'
by promulgating an Ordinance
against the fundamental rights
of the Members of Parliament.

Tofael, Secretary
of the Awami League, alleged
that the BNP made Acting
President Justice Shahabuddin
Ahmed 'controversial' just on
the eve of his departure by
advising him to sign 'a contro-
versial ordinance'.

“The people and the nation
didn't expect Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed to sign
the Ordinance,” he said.

Tofael said the new
Ordinance directly contra-
vened Article 39 of the
Constitution which guaranteed
freedom of thought of the citi-
zens. "It's a direct encroach-

ment upon our (MPs) funda-
mental rights".

The Awami League leader
recalled that during the
Ershad regime, a similar
Ordinance was promulgated
when the Awami Leagte
President Sheikh Hasina and
the BNP chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia agreed to contest
from 150 seats each in parlia-

b

§everal hurt as
quarreling boys
blast bombs

By Staff Correspondent

Several boys were injured
when several bombs were ex-
ploded during clashes between
two rival groups at Santibagh
in the city Monday.

Of the injured, Mobarak, a
student of class ten of
Sidweswari High School, was
admitted to the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH). He
sustained multiple injuries
from splinters of the bombs,
said our DMCH correspondent.

Police arrested one Kachi
and detained five others for
interrogation.

Police said, a number of
bombs were exploded during
the clash at an abandoned
house in Shantibagh where the
boys used to meet for gossip.
The clash was sequel to a
quarrel between the boys, po-
lice said.

In another incident in the
city, a group of toll-collector
blasted several crackers In
Kataban area in the evening
panicking the people.

Eyewitnesses said the toll-
collectors demanded money
from workers at an undercon-
struction building of Broadway
Plaza. But the workers refused
money and chased them.

—
®

mentary elections in 1986.

The Ershad government,
through that Ordinance. said
that nobody would be allowed
to contest in more than five
parliament seats.

“It's an frony of fate that to-
day we see the same attitude
in the ruling quarters as that of

- Ershad after a long drawn anti-

autocracy movement", he said,
adding "we are to go again to
Court secking justice against
injustice.”

Suranjit Sengupta. MP,
termed the new Ordinance
amending the President
Election Act as 'violative of the
Constitution' and encroach-
ment upon freedom of con-
science and expression of par-
liament members.

Promulgation of the
Ordinance tantamounts to 'no-
confidence in parliament
members and an absolute no-
confidence in the ruling party
MPs', he said.

The Ordinance directly vio-
lates Articles 9, 11 and 39
which guarantee fundamental
rights and freedom of expres-
sion, he said.

Sengupta, a Constitution
expert, said election to the
presidency can néver be part
of the parliament prneccj;ng.
He referred to Articles 65-92
of the Constitution relating to
the legislature.

Sengupta said the
Ordinance was promulgated at
a time when filing of the nom-
ination papers for the coun-
try's hlgr:ut post of President
and the scrutiny were com-
pleted. 'It's ante-dated,
malafide and with a collateral
purpose’. It is also against the
convention of demoecratic and
parliamentary practice as the
Ordinance was promulgated
when parliament has been
summoned.

— PID pheoto

the army personnel are con-
sidered patriotic, disciplined

and trained as they begin their
career with pledge to protect
country's independence and
sovereignty at the cost of their
lives.

She emphasised mainte-
nance of utmost discipline and
training to achieve professional
excellence by the army.

Begum Zia noted with hap-
E::l:“ that the armed forces

acquired recognition and
respect of all for their patrio-
tism, discipline and profes-
sional standard.

She recalled the glorious
contribution of in the
War of Liberation and said they
had also earned appreciation
home and abroad for thetr ac-
tive cooperation in different
natural disasters,
in the April 29 cyclone and
floods.

The army, she said, had set
an example of cooperation and
coordination by working hand
in hand with the ministers,
E::I:c representatives, local

rs, foreign volunteers and
NGOs at times of people’'s mis-
eries during the cyclone. *

Begum Zia thanked them
for discharging duties for hold-
ing the parliament election
and referendum in a free, fair
and peaceful atmosphere.

The Prime Minister also
mentioned that the armed
forces were now taking part in
the construction of flood pro-
tection barrages, erosion
checking measures in different
parts of the country and
working with the people in the
Ulshi~-Jadunathpur Project in
Rangpur.

On her arrival at Senakunja
in Dhaka Cantonment, the
Prime Minister was received
by Adjutant General Major
General Mohammad Azizur
Rahman.

m Zia said the glorious
role of army in protecting the
holy land of Saudi Arabia dur-
ing the Gulf war had given a
boost to the image of the coun-
try as well as cemented
Bangladesh's relations with the
Muslim countries.

She also lauded the army-
men's participation in United
Nations missions and in the
reconstruction of Kuwait, rav-
aged by Iragi invasion.

On the country's develop-
ment, the Prime Minister
stressed the need for increas-
ing agricultural production and
optimum utilisation of natural
resources.

"Ours is a small country
stricken by poverty, natural
disasters and meagre natural
resources,” she said, under-
scoring steps for exploration
and utilisation of natural re-
sources to redirect the nation
towards progress.

Chief of Army Stafl Lt
General Muhammad Noor
Uddin Khan was present at the
meeting.

Earlier, the Prime Minister
was given a cercmonial guard
of honour by a smartly tuned- '
out contingent of army. She
took salute and inspected the
parade. ’

Begum Zia also visited the
Army Headquarters and ex-
changed views with the senior
army officers. PSO to Supreme
Commander Brig M § A

Bhuiyan accompanied the
Prime Minister.
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cessional price, and tee

for repayment of entire 229
million dollar to foreign banks.
. Sources close to the meet-
ing said the cabinet dwelt at
length the observations of the
committee on price of gas. The
agreement stipulated that the
gas will be supplted at 75 cent
per 1000 cft as against the in-
ternational commercial rate of
J dollars. .
The four-member cabinet

felt that  the ment was
: le and unfair’.
A Japanese trade tion

" that visited Dhaka last month

at a meeting with Finance
Minister Saifur Rahman gave a
broad hint that work on KAFCO
may be suspended if the gov-
ernment fafled to issue early
the letter of guarantee for

payment of project loan.

MOSCOW, 30: The Soviet Union will begin immediate

talks with

control proposals, and
like to expand the
and to bring other

States on President Bush's
make some unilateral cuts,

. The Soviet Undon also
to include nuciear

countries into the talks. the
officials said at a press conference, reports AP.

‘—___——

AL agitates in
front of Foreign
Office today

By Staff Correspondent

The Dhaka City unit of
Awami League will hold a
demonstration in front of the
foreign ministry today
(Tue ) at 11 am in protest
against what it called the

cusrlrncyln“tr-tepnrty
chiel Sheikh Hasina' In

London.
Juba and Chhatra

League will join the demon-
stration.

The demonstration will fol-
low a in front of the party
central o at hu
Avenue at 10.30 am. Central
and city leaders will address it.

Abdus Samad alleged that
conspiracy has been hatched
to kill Hasina at a moment
when she was forward
the movement for people's
emancipation. 'Meeting be-
tween killer Dalilm and
Khalistan leaders in London
during Hasina's stay there was
E of that conspiracy’, Azad

Azad demanded of the gov-
ernment that the “"killers”,
now with diplomatic jobs in
Bangladesh missions abroad.
be called back immediately

Hasina
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Sunday night with former
Chief Justice Badrul Haider
Choudhury. who is the opposi-
tion candidate for the presi-
dency.

Earlier reports said the
Scotland Yard is providing pro-
tection to the opposition
leader after a plot was un-
earthed that she is on the hit
list of an international terrorist

group.
Hasina left here last
Thursday on an organisational

tour to London and Paris. Party
General Secretary Begum
Sajeda Chowdhury MP is ac-

companying her.

JS summoned
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Rahman Biswas.

According to BNP insiders
the incumbent Deputy Speaker
Sheikh Razzak AH will be ele-
vated to the post of Speaker
while a new person will be In-
ducted as Deputy Speaker.

BNP insiders further said
that the names of two persons
are being discussed for. the
post of Deputy Speaker. One of
them is Abdur Rab Chowdhury,
MP, now heading the Private
Members Bill- Scrutin
Committee of Parliament an
the other is Barrister Aminul
Haque, MP, from Rajshahi.

As there is no member in
the cabinet from Rajshahi, the
name of Barrister Aminul
Haque has come up.

Parliament secretariat
sources said that the election
of Speaker and Deputy
Speaker should be conducted
simuitaneously. But the Deputy
Speaker cannot preside over
his own election as per the
Rules of Procedure. As such an
arrangement must be made to
conduct the election of
Speaker.

The sources said that a se-
nior member of the panel of
chairmen in parliament may be

chosen to preside over the

election of Sj r and uty
Speaker. election of the
Speaker, Deputy Speaker

Razzak Al will have to
resign first if he is nominated
for the post of )

Besides the electign of
Speaker, the next will
have to pass ordinances
including the ordinances
amending the Procedure of
Presidential Election.

Observers believe that the
next session will be a sto
one as the Awami League wil
this time press for the pnuﬁ
of the Indemnity (Re B
notified in April 4 last now

sed
hcm'-f:ﬂm by a Special

DESA
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tion and reducing lnas
which inflicts on an an-
nual loss of about Tk B00

crore.
But its la scheduled
for last November., was de-

ferred four times amid stiff re-
sistance from the PDB workers

and employees, Incurring
donors’ wrath.
Following government's

failure to launch DESA, IDA
carly September sus

about 150 million US in
credit for power sector devel-
opment.

On September 25, an
agreement signed between the
administration and the PDB
trade unions paved the way for
its formal operation.

Explaining the necessity of
a se body for power dis-
tribution, Alam said the num-
ber of consumers across the
country grew to about 13 lakh
from five lakh in 1980, and
some 3,63,000 are in greater
Dhaka alone.

The demand for power also
increased from 450 megawatt
to about 1700 megawatt during

the period.

“It should have been done’
much earlier,” the DESA
Chairman said, adding manag-
ing. billing and tariff collection
under the single umbrella,
PDB, was really difficult.

Alam said similar
municipal distributing agen-
cles exist in India, Pakistan
and Thailand.

DESA, responsible for ef-
fective power distribution in
greater Dhaka, will also en-
com municipal and indus-
trial areas of Narayanganj,
Munshiganj, Manikgan]j,
Gazipur and Narsingdi dis-
tricts.

About 6,000 PDB men are
expected to be placed under
the new setup with the same
benefits they in PDB as
per the agreement with the

staff.
Regarding system loss,
rated world's highest 41 per

cent, Alam said DESA envis-

aged bringing it down to a
permissible limit but declined
to quantify. .

He. however, said 9 to 25
per cent technical loss is
inevitable, while the rest is
caused by inaccurate metre

reading. billing faults and pil-

ferage.

Biswas-Badrul
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Before entering the office of
the Chiel Election Commi-
ssioner Mokbul Hossain told
newsmen that he was
withdrawing his candidature
because, in opinion, Justice
Badrul Haider Choudhury was a
consensus candidate. Justice
Choudhury is also widely re-
spected, he remarked.

The presidential election
will be held through an open
ballot between 2 pm and 5 pm
on October 8.

The Election Commission
has by-rules, framed under the
Election of President Law,
1991, describing the shape

the L:llot papers will be given
for election.
The counterfoil of each bal-

lot paper will carry the name
and division number of a voter
(an MP) who will collect his
ballot paper by signing the
counterfoil. The of the
candidates will be printed en
the outerfoll and a voter
cast his vote by signing his
name st the name of t .
candidate of his choice a d
putting his own division num-
ber on the outerfoil.

The Chiel Election
Commissioner will preside
over the mee of and
conduct the election. A num-
ber of ballot boxes will be kept

Counti
done openly.
Election Commissioner 1
announce the name of
winner. In case of a Ue, deci-
sion will be made by lottery.



