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System loss must
be cut : Khaleda

r"-..' Minister DBegum
Khalcda Zia Sunday cmpha-
sised cohesion between the

blic enterprises o sort oul
:vhh-h:mnqmmrnl

P SiTE e puviien
1 Ht:“ but we
in

.nm'm national prob-
lems unitedly,” she said.

The Prime Minisicr was
add the leaders of Lhe
workers /' and employces’
unions of the [PMower
Development Board (DB who
called on her at Sugandha

Sunday evening.
Referrt to the newly
formed Elcctric Supply

Authority (DESA), Begum Zia
said the present democratic

ment wants to alleviate
peoplc's suffering multiplicd
during the past autocratic

regime.

DESA, an oflshoot of the
PDI, aimed at streamlining
power distribution and slash-
ing system loss to Lhe tunc of
an cstimated Tk B00 crore an-
nually, goes into operation

Tucsday

DESA launching was carlicr
deferred at least thrice in the
face of resistance from the
PDD workers and employees,
incurring donors' resentment.
Later, an agreement was
reached between the govern-
ment and the trade unions for
lmunching it on October |,

RU Masters
exams Nov 10

RAJSIIAIIL, Scpt 29
Mastcers degree final examina-
tion of 1988 under Rajshahi
University will begin on
November 10. Subsidiary Part-
Il examination under the
Untversity will be held on
October 21 and Part-l1 on
October 24, official sources
said, reports UND.

Textile mills
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rest within September

would be declared laid ofl.

Aboul Tk 50 crore loss was
estimaled in the 11 textile
mills, the sources said.

The mills are: Noakhalil
Textile Mills, Madaripur
Textile Mills, Magura Textile
Mills, Monnu Textile Mills,
Fine Cotton Mills, Khulna
Textile Mills, Barishal Textile
Mills, Bangladesh Textile
Mills, Bengal Textile Mills,
Kurigram Tcxtile Mills and
Carilyn Textile Mills.

Saifur
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the proposcd industrial units
to be disinvested would be dis-
tributed through Industrial
Corporation of DBangladesh
(ICB) so that the middle in-
comc group people could pur-
chasc them. The rest hall of
the sharcs would be chan-
nclised through the stock ex-
change market with a view to
reactivaling the stock ex-
change, he added.

The Finance Minister, who
was critical of the disinvest-
mentl procedure and praclice
during the last nine years of
autocratic rule ol ex-president
Ershad, said disinvestment
during that pcriod was nothing
but shecer wastage of public
moncy. Many of the industrial
units disinvested during Er-
shad's pcriod were either
closcd and those who had pur-
chascd them were not willing
io pay to the government. In
this connection, he referred to
the cascs of some cotion mills
and a number of jute mills.

International nancial insti-
tutions like the World Bank
and the Asian Development
Bank are expecting the
restoration of financial disci-
pline which was serfously vio-
lated during the past regime,
the Finance Minister said.

On the role of the -
ment, he said, it should be
limited to social and welfare
scrvices like health and
education and added that a
good government was to
ensure Lthe proper utilisation of
funds in various sectors,

In reply to a question, the
Finance Minister however said
that the recovery of overdue
loan was not so discouraging. It
is quitc good now, he ;

Answering another ques-
tion on the progress achieved
80 far in preventing tax cva-
sfon, smuggling and other
misdeeds, Rahman said: *M
fight will continue and | wi{l
spare nobody so long as | re-
main the country's Finance
Minister.”

In reply to a question on
the of the private scc-
tor, the Finance Minister said:
*Since the public sector has
fafled to dcliver the goods, we
shall have to find out some
sort of a vehicle for dcvelop-
ment of the eountry and wel-
fare of the people centrally
controlled state economy can

never do good®, he asserted.

To another question on the
house finance -
ister said that the
of HBFC loan shou
tionalised.

30

ure
be ra-

The democratic lﬂﬂ:m-
ment is accountable, sys-
tem loss in different sectors
musli be cut in order to regain
confidence of the donors, the
Prime Minister said.

Terming power as an esscn-
tial for socio-cconomic devel-
opment, including industrial

growth, Degum Zia said coun*
iry's products could be ex-

al competitive price if
clectricity could be provided
to the consumers at cheap rate
by arres loss, rated
world's 41 per cent.
She praised the PDB work-
ers nntr:w for their
untiring effort for restoring

power at different places aller
the April 29 devastating cy-

clone
Minister Dr.

MMI&M. who was

present at the meeting, hoped
the recommendations drawn

aflter long discussion between
the government and the five
trade unions of PDB would
help effectively check the sys-
tem loss in the power sector.

Gencral Secretaries ol
Jatiya Bidyut Sramik-
Karmachari Union, Bidyut
Workers Union, PDB Sramik-
Karmachari Unton and PDB
Jatiya Sramik-Karmachari
Union, Mohammad Zafrul
Hassan, Abdus Salam Khan,
Saycdur Rahman and Zahir
Ahmed respeciively were pre-
scnl among Lthe lcaders.

The leaders hoped that they
would be able to solve different
problems of the sector through
discussions with the govern-
ment.

SI assaulted
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pus.
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal

WCD) rally held at the DUCSU
bujlding premiscs blamed the
Chhatra Leaguc (S-A) for re-
pcalcdly creating anarchy in
the educational institutions.

it denjed Lthe responsibility
ol attacking BCL (N-S) workers
at the Rangpur Mcdical College
hoslcl and said that it was
causcd following a conflict
within the organisation.

The rally addressed by Eltus
Ali, Ilabtbunnabi Sohcl and Alf
Akkas Nadim, however, con-
demned Salurday evening's
rampage on thc campus by Iiu:
BCL (N-S) workers,

Chhatra League (N-S) rally
held at Madhu's Canteen
premises accusced the “armed
hoodlums® of the JCD of
killing Habibuzzaman Habib
and demandcd exemplary pun-
ishment to them.

It blamed both the JCD and
the BCL (S-A) for unleashing
terrorism in the educational
institutions and said it might
not be allowed further.

The rally was addressed by
Obaidur Rahman Chunnu.

Ershad
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see whether the money was in
the posscssion of Ershad or
notL.

Ershad yesterday said that
the moncy was collected by
the Jatiya Party members and
was dcposited with him as
Party Chairman. The moncy ac-
tually belonged to the Party, he
said

In the Court yeste the
Dclence Counscls listed 10
lcadcrs of the Jatiya Party all
MPs, as dcfence wilnesses.

The list of witnesscs will be
submitled in the Court tlomor-
row.
The namcs of the witnesses
as listed by Decfence Counsel
Yousuf llossain  lumayun as per
advice ol Ershad are: Mizanur
Rahman Chowdhury, Shah
Moazzem llossain, Tajul Islam,
ABM Shahjahan, NK Alam
Chowdhury, Mujibur Rahman
Scntu, Shah Rafiqul DBari
Chowdhury, Abdul Barck,
Ebadur Rahman Chowdhury
and Magsud Aziz Ibnc Lama.

Howcver the defence
lawycrs did not name Ershad
and his brother-in-law as de-
fence witnesses.

Earlicr il was cxpected that
Ershad would dcpose as a de-
fened witness in this case as it
is permissible under the law in
this kind of wecalth amassing
casc,
Accuscd Ershad, in his brief
stalement in the Court, sou
time till next Tuesday (Oc r
1), when hearing u!ythe case
will resume.

Al the start of the hearing,
Altorncy Gencral Aminul
Haque submitted an applica-
tion which furnished dates of
military commissions of ac-
cuscd Ershad for the Court to
take judicial notice for the
ends of justice.

Continuing, Ershad said
that despite his wrillen
request neither he nor his wife

of the goods at the Sena
Bhavan. As a resull the goods

were not properly identilled
and ric thereof were
in and unrcasonable.

Further,. he submitted,
during the investigation of the
case neither the investigation
officer nor the members of the
E:enl‘.nry Committee sought

explanation. If they did it,
he said, he could give them
the exact picture,
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Striking interdistrict buses jammed in Gabtoli Bus Terminal as the transport strike continued in the northern region for

-the third day yesterday.

Transport strike
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ing appointment letters was
being solved nationally through
dialogue. But the leaders of the
workers called the strike

from Bogra.
Our Rajshahi correspondent

reported that normal life in
the district was paralysed duc
o the strike. Prices of mest of
thc commoditics soared due to
shortage in supplics.

A BRTC ticket between
Rajshahi and Dhaka priced at
Taka 103 was bceing sold at
about Taka 200 in the black
markct. The sirike has
stranded thousands of pcople
in and around the city.

President of the North
Bengal Workers Federation
Abdus Sattar accused the
transport owners for the strike
and the situation arising out of
it.

Howcver, negotiations were
on locally and centrally to re-
solve the issue, a Federation
source said.

Our Rangpur correspondent
adds: The transport strike has
turnedthousands of people in
the flood-hit district hostlage.

The strike has hampcred
post-llood reliel and rehabili-
tation programmes threatcen-
ing many flood victims with
starvation.

Al lcast 8,000 transports
including buscs, trucks, tem-

pos and baby taxis went ofl Lhe
roads in the rcgion lcaving
lakhs of passengers stranded.

Prices of essentials have
also shot up. Only ambulances
and rickshaws were scen ply-
ing in the city.

BSPS, BBTOA appeal

Mcanwhile NS8 adds:
Bangladesh Sarak Paribahan
Samity and Bangladesh Bus,
Truck Owncrs Assoctation last
night appcaled to all vehicle
owncrs to issue  appointment
letters to their employeces tm-
moediately.

In two scparate statements,
the Samity and the Association
urged all transport owners to
abide by the respective ordi-
nance and the deciston of the
Sarak Paribahan Samity taken
in a meeting of its executtve
commillee on September 24.

They also appcaled to the
owncrs ol Naogaon particularly
lo issuc appointment letters to
their  employees, saying the
non-issuance of appointment
letiers has already crecaled se-
vere dislocation {in public
transportation between North

,Bengal and rest of the country.

Bangladesh DBus, Truck
Owners Association also urged
the owners to tssue the ap-
pointment
September 30.

letters by I
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October 21 to pross s de-
mands.

It demands minimum wage
of Tk 1400, removal of anoma-
lies In wage and commis-
sion, provision for variable
dearness allowance, allowing
trade union actlivities under
ILO convention of 1969 and
repealing Clause 19-A of the
Service Rules which allows
free lermination.

The entire country would

be paralysed i the demands
arc nol fulfilled by October 21,

the trade union leaders warn-
ed at a rally in lront of the
Jallya Prcss Club on Sunday
allernoon.

The speakers, however,
said they had discussions with
governmenl authorities on Sa-
turday rcgarding the demands
and Lhe proposcd strike.

"We do not want to distrust
them (government), nor do we
wanl lo lower their prestige,
but they must meet our de-
mands withoul further delay,”
Yakub Ali Bhuiyan of Bangla-
desh Federation of Labour said.

Chaired by Jatiya Sramik
League President Faziul llaq
Mantu, the rally was also ad-
dressed by Trade Unton Cen-
tre lcader Abdus Salam Khan,
Jatiya Sramik Dal President
Iskander AH, Jatlya Sramik
Federation President Abul BBa-
shar, Samajlantrik Sramik Fe-

- Badrul firm to stay
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dential clection but also on
other important national fis-
sucs, the CPD sccretariat said
in a resolution that the BNDP

- could have taken the lead in

this regard.
It also observed thal in
nominating a candidatc the

Awami Lecague also did not

Samad Azad's
call to elect
Badrul Haider

Acling President ol Awami
Lecague and Deputy Leader of
the Opposition in the Jatiya
Sangsad (Parliamecnt), Abdus
Samad Azad, on Sunday ap-
pcaled to Primc Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia to elect a
non-partisan pcrsonality as the
President of the republic on
the basis ol a national consen-
sus, rcports [3SS.

In a stalement, Azad also
appcaled to all Members of
Parliament irrespectlive of
their parties to eclect the
"national candidate”, Justice
Badrul llaider Chowdhury, as
President, showing the same
spirit which they had shown
while passing unanimously the
Constitution 12th Amendment
Bill in Parliament.

Azad said that his party cx-
pected that the post of the
President would not be [illed
by a party candidate, rather it
would be filled by a non-parti-
san pcrson. To reflect the na-
tional will, the name of highly
respected former Chicfl Justice
Badrul Haider Chowdhury has
been proposed, Azad said
adding, Chowdhury is neither
an Awami Leagucr nor he is
the candidate from the party.
llis nomination is the reflec-
tion of national will, he said.

The AL leader said his party
had extended its hand of co-
opcration to the ruling party
time and again on solving man
national problems and was sti
rcady to cooperate with the
government. Bul, he regretted
that the ruling BNP had turned

down their gesturce of coopera-
tion. .

He said it was the general
expeclation of the people that
the ceremonial and constitu-
tional office of the President,
the symbol of national unity,
would be adorned rson

by all, but he regret-
te that due to the
"unecompromising attitude” of

T Ty

show its sincerity to reach a
conscnsus. Democracy cannot
take firm roots and democratic
principles do not [lourish in
the absence of conscnsus on
certain national issucs, the
CPB sceretariat said.

It termed the provision of
opcn election of President as
incompatible with democratic
principles.

Jamaat Ilcader Maulana
Matiur Rahman Nizami told
The Daily Star that Ganatantri
Party MP Suranjit Senguptla
had made a requcst for an-
nouncing the candidature of

Rules of Business
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with the parliamentary form of
government.

But at the same time it
alerted Lthe government not to
frame a rule which could pave
the way for revival of an auto-
cratic government.

In a resolution the
Commitltee reminded the gov-
ernment about its commit-
ment regarding removal of
anomalies in the pay scale,
canccllation of the illegal pro-
motion to the AL post of
Additional Secretary [rom
Joint Seccretary, declaration of
all scales as grades and fixation
of 'warrant of precedence' on
the basis of that gradation and
appointment of stafl from all
cadre services to the Cabinet
Division, Prime . Minister's
Secrctariat, and Establishment
Ministry. |

The meeting observed that
though the Prime Minister
herself had made the com-
mitment during her meeting

with Lhe lecaders of the asso-
cialions, the demands had not

yet been fulfilled. *

They have also demanded
the fulfilling of all these de-
mand Imrmgtntely.

Demanding immediate im-
plementation of these de-
mands the meeting also said
that the Rules of Business
should be framed on the basis
of constitutional policy and the
number of public administra-
tions to ensure decentralisa-
tion of power at different tiers
of the administration, ministry
and establishment division.

The meeting also observed
that durgng the Ershad regime
all the rs were cen-
tralised in the President's
Secretariat and hoped during
the period of the democratic
government this centralised

administration would not con-
tinue.

Justice Badrul Haider
Choudhury at a joinl press
conlcrence. The L could
not be honoured since the
maliler was nol discussed and
;i;:lidt:d at the party level, he

Mcanwhile, Awami Lcague
in a press release appealed to
all concerned to keep the the
posi. ol president, country's
highest constitutional office,
above all controversy. The
press relcase said the appeal
was made during a 2-day
emergency meeting ol the AL
Working Committee that con-
cluded on Saturday,

Reliable sources said that
Moqgbul llossain, Lhe third
presidential candidale, also
ficlded by AL, may withdraw if
Justlice Choudhury remains in
the race.

If there s more than one
conlestant, the Chief Election
Commissioner will have to eall
by lomorrow (Tucsday) a mect-
ing of thec members of parlia-
mentl on Oclober 8 to hold the
presidential clection.

The Election of President
Act, 1991 provides that the
Chicl Election Commissioner,
who will conduct the presi-

dential election will have Lo

call a mecling of MPs with at
least scven days' notice for the
election. llc will conduct the
clection at the Sangsad Bhaban

with officials appointed by the
Election Commission.

Supreme command
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At the Supreme Command
Headquarters Division, she was
reccived by the PSO to
Supreme Commander of
Armed Forces Brig MSA

Chicls of the three services
Lt Gen Muhammad Noor
Uddin Khan of Army, Rear
Admiral Mohaiminul Islam of
Navy and Air Vice-Marshal
Altaf Hossain Chowdhury of Air
Force called on the Prime
Minister there and cxchanged
views. Defence Seccretary
Anisur Rafiman was present.

Begum Zia, in charge of the
Ministry of Dclence, went
round different sections of the
divisfon.

She mct the senior officers
of the three services and ex-
changed views with them. She
cnquired about the health of
the officers and other offlicials
and employeces there.

deration acting Convencr Sha-

Kabir, and Samajtantrik
Sramik Federation President

HH Whnm; out ....

kicking at our belly and ap-
peasing the owncrs will not
consolidate the hard-earned
democracy,” said Abdullah
Sarker.

"We're labourers, don't play
with our fate, we know how to
react,” said Abdus Salam Khamn,
also a contral leader of CI'A.

Scotland Yard
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keeping a closc watch on other
places in her itinerary.

Amu said they received a
message on Saturday that
there was a plot to make an at-
tempt on the life of Hasina
during her visit to London.

They communicated with
the UK Awami Leaguc leaders
and asked them to take addi-
tional securily measures for
the party chiefl, he said.

Two Dhaka dallies on
Sunday ran stories on the al-
leged plot against Hasina.

llasina left here for the
United Kingdom and France
on Thursday on an organisa-
tional tour. Party General
Sccretary Sajeda howdhury
MP and Akhtaruzzaman MP arc
accompanying the party presi-
dent.

Our Stall Correspondent
adds: Mcanwhilc Awami League
expresscd its decp concern at
and strongly condemned the
reporied plot to assassinale
the party chiel Sheikh Hasina
and demanded immediate
measures against the persons
involved in it

A two-day cmergency meet-
ing of the Awami League
Working Committee, with its
acting president Abdus Samad
Azad in the chair, blamed an
"anti-liberation force havin
links with various national
;_;:::rn:ﬂannl terrorist forces”

making attempts on the life
of Shetkh Hasina “"both at
home and abroad".

The mectling also expressed
strong indignation at what it
lermed as the "government's
indifference and inactivencss”
in providing adequate sccurity
for safe-guarding the life of
Sheikh Hasina. The meeting
also decmanded immediate ac-
tion against the "identilied and
sclf-confessed killers”,

Our DU Correspondent re-
ports: Chhatra League (S-A),
the student wing of Awami
League at a rally on Sunday
demanded clarification from
the Ministry ol Foreign Aflairs
on the alleged presence of
Major Dalim at London during
the visit of Sheikh Hasina
there. The rally expressed
concern at the presence of
Dalim, High Commissioner to
Kenya, at London during that
time. It was part of a conspir-

acy to kill her, speakers at the
rally said.
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‘hl* more pecople
diarrhoca in the 26
Nood hit districts raising the

For

died o

toll 1o 778 Sunday, according
to official catimalte. 340
were atlacked with the disecase
during the last 24 hours.

UnofMcial estimate however
suggesied the death figure
would be above one thousand
because deaths in inaccessible
arcas could not be recorded
the Imadcquate number o
health personnel.

The highest 150 diarrhocal
deaths were recorded iIn
Hﬂpwdhmtmm.
olficials said.

2.337 medical lcams were
working in the 20 affected dis-
tricts.

Mcanwhilc, overall Nood si-
tuation in liﬂmn] district
im Sunday with the fall
of Jamuna and its tributarics

but about 30,000 peopic in the
low-lying areas of Magura,

N n, Madai r and
[ﬂt.éul unions Tarash
upazila still remained ma-
roomnod.

The diarrhoca situation

mlmprwedmlhtdll-
trict with 127 medical teams

walcrs, crosion in rivers has

an arca of about 20 kilometres
from Chandpur to llaimchar.
Water Development Board
sources said the flood control
embankment of the Chandpur
Irrigation t, now only
300 feet off the river, may give
in any time.
Related story on page 9

Economic reforms
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adverse on the devel-
opment badget of thé govern-

The mecting of the
Commitice of the Whole which
was (o be held on August 23 In
Washington was thus post-
poned. A joint WB-IMF tcam
visited Bangladesh early this
month to asscss the overall

budgetary and economic Im-
pact of the announced national

pay scales. Elaborate discus-

sions were held between the
mcmbers of the lcam and the
government officials.

The Committee of the
Whole took up the economic
rcforms programme under
ESAF in Bangladcsh for con-
sidcration in its mecling on
Scplember 26 aller the joint
IMF-WIB team submitt its
rcport. Its approval came fol-
lowing a [avourable rcport by
the tcam, the sources said.

The economic reforms,
planned for 1991-92, the scc-
ond ycar ol ESAF, are incorpo-
raled in a Policy Framework
Papcr (PFP). The PFP for
1991-92 was by tLhe
government in May in consul-
tation with the stafl of the
World Bank and Lhe IMF.

OfMlicial sources said, the
endorsemcnt of the PFP by the
Fund's directors alter the ap-

of thc Commiltee of the
Whole is a procedural formal-
ity -

The endorsement will facll-
itate the disburscment of about
110 million US dollar in three
wecks time Lo Bangladcsh by
the IMF for the balance of
payments support in 1991-92,

sources said, the enti-
tlement under ESAF for a
member-country has recently

| been raiscd. Bangladesh can fi-
‘nally expec

L to reecive funds,
totalling 200 million dollar,
under ESAF in 1991-92.
Mcanwhile, country's [or-
eign exc reserves, now at
about 900 million US dollar,
are quitc comfortable, the

sources said. Dul, the bufld-up
of forcign exchange rescrves
has been mainly due to slowed-
down import activitics in last
three months. imports slowed-
down beccause of depressed
demand and reccssionary state

iscd sectors, the sources
staled.
The slack in import trade

is, however, likely to affect ad-
versely the revenue receipts of
the ment [rom import-
related activitics in the coming
months.

The revenue earnings in
first two months of current
fiscal ycar were more than 15
per cent higher than the cor-
rcsponding period last year,
This was mainly due to im-
ports available in the pipeline
as on Junc 30, 1991].

The government, the
sourccs said, is considcring
steps Lo further liberalisc pro-
ccdural arrangements for im-
pori trade and to lower the
margin requirements for open-
ing letters of credits (LCs) for
different flcms to activate the
import tradec. The announce-
ment is likely to be made
within a couple of wecks in
this connection,

A five-member WB eco-
nomic appraisal tcam, led by
James Sackcy, will meanwhile
be arriving in Dhaka or
October 10 on a fortnight's
visit to make an overall
assessment of the ecconomic
prospects ol Bangladesh in
1991-92. This will be the first
appraisal team from the Bank
to make an overall economic
rcvicw for the current fiscal
ycar,

The visit will be followed by
another team which will pre-
pare the draft Country
Economic Memorandum
(CEM) for the next Paris con-
sortium mecting. Before the
aid group meets in Paris next
ycar, there will be yet another
team visiting Bangladesh Lo fi-

nalise the CEM,
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48, Azimpur Road, Dhaka.
Phone : 501513, 501085.

“Faammal Yatima Fala Takhar,
- O'Ammas Saila Fala Tanhar,
Amma Binimati Rabbika Faaddis”

Please contribute your donation, Zakat, Sadkha and all other grants to the 700
(Seven hundred) boys and girls inmates of the Sir Salimullah Muslim Orphanage,
greatest of its kind in the Sub-Contihent.

Alhaj G A Khan Nowab Begum Shamsunnahar Ahsanullah |

Honorary Se¢retary
Sir Salimullah Muslim Orphanage

48, Azimpur, Dhaka- 1205.

President
Sir Salimullah Muslim Orphanage
48, Azimpur, Dhaka-1205.
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