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Upazila

KUSHTIA
Low-lying areas
flooded

Scpt 29: All 1he low-lying
areas of the district have gone
under water duc to incessant
rain during the last two days,
causing Nash flood while the
rivers recently in spate have
been receding, reports UNB.

The district headquarters
has been badly nl‘ﬁ:cl:cd with
Khodadad Khan road, hospital
road and premiscs. Arfju Das
Agarwalla street and Ramgopal
Majumdar lane submer by
rain water.

sixly-eight millimetre of
rainfall was recorded during
the last two days

The return nf lhe displaced
people to their houses from
temporary camps has been
halted.

Those who did return ear-
lier found their houses ravaged
and faced scarcity of pure
drinking water, food and
medicine.

- According to the Civil
Surgeon, 50 medical teams
have been working in the
flood affected arcas of six
upazilas of the district.
Intestinal diseases which had
broken out in the affected ar-
eas have been brought under
control, he said.
~ Water purification tablets
were also distributed among
the flood-stricken people.

WDB sources said rivers
Ganga and Gorai have contin-
ued to record gradual fall in
th&ir water level.

C'NAWABGANJ

- Frogs being caught
indiscriminately
Scpl 29: Frogs, the natural

predators are being caught
indiscriminately at different
arcas of all the upazilas of

the district despite govern-
ment ban, reports UNB.

A group of unscrupulous
people are catching frogs dur-
ing ¢ night in Shibganj,
Bholahat, Gomostapur, Nachol
and Sadar upazilas of the dis-
trict.

It is learnt that a frog is be-
ing sold at Taka two in the lo-
cal market. The frogs are al-
legedly being exported

Jute prices

go down
abnormall

Scpt 29: Jule es have
down abnormally in the
markets here crealing

widespread disappointment
and financial hard for the
rs.

“Jute producers’ representa-
tives told- UND that minimum
production cost ol per maund
of jute was Tk 400 this year
but prices ranged between Tk
175 and Tk 250 according to
quality.

About 75 per cent jute
growers in the 10 upazilas of
the district took loan from
different commercial banks for

rﬂucﬁ\s jute but now it has

ificult for them to
repay the bank loans.

Jute traders said that Lhe
jute market was down because
of reluctance of jute exporters
and millers at different cen-
tres in the countlry including
Mymensingh, Daulatpur,
Khulna to purchase jute as
they hawe been denied bank
credit this year.

Jute growers appealed to
the government (o resume
purchase of jute immediately
and reopen both jute purchas-
ing centres including Adamjee
Jute Mills Corporation, BJMC,
BJC, on an emer basis.

Official sources said that a
total of 40,500 acres of land
have befn brought under jute
cultivagion this year in all the
10 upazilas of the district

KURIGRAM
Tanqul visits
'flood affected
i, S s it

Women's Allairs Minister
Tariqul Islam visited flood af-
fected areas and su
relief activitics at Chilmart
and other reliefl camps iIn
Kurigram district yesterday,
reporis BSS.

Addressing the flood alf
fected people, the Minister
said, each and every allected
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SIRAJGANJ

Blue film
cassettes

recovered

Sept 29: Police arrested a
man and seized his VCP and
TV set along with three bluc
film casscttes here on Friday
night, reports UNB.

Acting on a sccret informa-
tion, police raided the Jagrata
Printers’ compound, seized
the scts and arrested the
owner Babu.

Obscene and blue films arc
being shown almost unabatedly
in different uapzilas of the dis-
trict including the district
headquarters causing moral
degrndnlhn of the young gen-
eration, local people com-
plained.

There are at least 50 video
clubs in the town. Most of the
club owncrs are allegedly
showing obscene and blue
films on commerceial basis.

GAIBANDHA

Flood situation
reviewed

Scpt 20: Social Welfare and
Woman's Aflair Minister
Tariqul Islam presided over a
review mecting on the flood st-
tuation and rcliel activitics at
zila parished auditorfum yes-

. reports UNL,
| ials of the district ad-
ministration, local political

lcaders, public representatives
and concerncd officials at-
tended the meeting.

- Tariqul was appriscd Lhat
14 unions of Gﬂhindagnni[
upazila in the district arc stil
under flood water and standing
crops on about onc lakh acrcs
have been

The situation of diarrhoeal
discase is improving, he was
told in the meeting.

Later the Minister visited
flood alffected Sadullapur and
Gobindagonj upazilas and su-
pervised relicl activities.

lie distributcd some sarces
and other rclicf goods at dil-
ferent relicf camps of the
worst aflected Gobindagan]
u

Mrs Rcbcka Mahmud MP
accompanied Tariqul du
his v'hit.n said a PID hlnduu:.m!

PANCHAGARH

Prospect of

rubber plantation

bright

Sept 29: The prospect of
high yiclding variety rubber
lantation in the district is
L, forest officials said, re-

ports UNB,
The soll scientists said the

climate, chemical components )

of soil, tcmpcrature,

raic of rainfall in the district
are very fevourable for the cul-
tivation.

The can carn at
lcast 2 crore initially in a
rubber farming i was
taken up in this ty. they

said.

In 1960, the forest depart-
menl on experimental basis
took up a project for rubber

lantation in Tetulia and
Bcbpnj upazilas of the district
and the yicld was highly satis-
factory.

Local clite have ‘ur the
authoritics Lo lake a sc in

the district for rubber planta-
tion at lcast on cxperimental

basis.
JHENIDAH

Valuables

looted

Sept 29: Valuables worth
about Tk one lakh were looted
in a daring bus dacoity near

in Sadar upazila on
Jhenidah- Chuadanga road

Friday, reports UNB.

According to police, the da-
coits n 10 to 12 at-
lacked the Jhenidah bound bus
‘Sonar Terf' (Chittagong Ja-
2115) coming from Chuadan-
ga, beat the passengers inju-
ring at least seven of them
including a sub- inspector of
police and a women and
decamped with valuables.

Of the injured, sub-inspec-
tor Abdur Rashid of Mecherpur

station was rushed to
Jhendian Sadar Hospital while
rest were released after first
add.

A case was registered with
the local police.

MAGURA
Young man
commits
suicide
Sept 29: A youngman of vil-
lage Kadirapara in Srecpur

upazila of the district allegedly
commitied suictde by taking

MHMmm
the viciim Mohammad Alam
(22), son of Nurul Alam al-
legediy killed himsell recently
following a family feud.

Alam was a student of Dhaka

University.
A case of unnatural death

was flled with Sreepur police
station in this connection.

MYMENSINGH Stalinn Road aubmerged by heavy downpaur due to abacnrc nl‘ proper drainagc syslcm
— Star photo

Erosion threatens Bahadurabad ferry ghat

JAMALPUR, Sept 29:
Severe erosion in the rivers
Jamuna and Brahmaputra
which continues unabated has
already devoured vast tracts of
land near Bahadurabad Railway
ferry ghat and at other places
of the district. “Ferry serviccs
were disruptcd several timces
at Bahadurabad during the last
two months due to crosion.

The rivers have already
grabbed an area of about halfl a
mile near ferry ghat in two
months.

"Measures so far taken by
the concerned authoritics to
arrest the erosion are too
inadequate, The railway ferry
ghat which was shilled previ-
ously will again need shifling if
the erosion aggravates [urther,
About 60 shops at the ghat
were grabbed by he erosion
during the last one month
along - with standing crops,
sugarcane over vast tracts of

land in southern and northern
parts of the ghat.

The Brahmaputra flood con-
trol embankment near
Dewanganj Bazar constructed
six months back at a cost of
Taka 50 lakh has also been af-.
fected by the erosion.
Mcanwhile, incessant rains
during the last one months
have caused spate in Jamuna
and the Brahmaputra and all
other rivers. The siluations has
aggravated further as ferry ghat
is surrounded by fnnumcrable
shoals. Regular dredging is re-
quired for kecping the water
body navigable.

This, in turn, has resulted
in untold miseries for the peo
ple every year. Shilting of
Jagannathganj ferry ghat to a
more convenient place is now
badly reeded.

The overall floods situation
im the nurﬂ':m--di:ut-ts con-

From Qur Correspondent

tinued to improve as flood wa-
ter maintained a steady fail in
the Jamuna and Brahmaputra
rivers. Oflicial sources said
about 20 lakh people have
been aflected in 10 northern
districts.

Some 12,000 dwelling
houses were completely dam-
aged while 8500 partially.
Abeut 1082 educational insti-
. tutions have been damaged by
the onrush of flood waters.
Standing crops on four lakh
acres o
destroyed.

The allected districts are
Jamalpur, Sherpur, Mymen-
singh, Netrakona, Kishoreganj,
Rangpur, Dinajpur, Tangail,
Bogra, . Lalmonirhat and
Gaibandha. Taka five Jakh in
cash and other reliel materials
including rice, ata. sugar,
pulse, lungi, sareces etc have
becn distributed among the
flood. vielims ef the district.

land have also been.

means of
are shallow

The only
communication

and mechanised beats. there is -

an acute. searceity of drinking
water in the flood alfllected
arcas. Diarrheea has broken
out in an epidemie form fn-the
rural areas of these districts.
About 100 persons have so
far died 50,000 others at-
tacked with the disease.
According to Water Develop-
ment Board, the Brahmaputra
recorded further fall by 5 cms
at Chilmari and 12 cms at

Dewanganij.
Kishoreganj

Kishorcganj corres ent
writes: Erosion by the Meghna
has taken a serious turn at
Khatpatty of Bhairab river port
town causing great concern
among the businessmen of the
arca.

The river’' devoured about
400 feet of land at Khatpatty

- Gokhra,

Natlonalﬁ

Plan to export snakes
worth Tk 1cr annually

From Our Correspondent

SATKHIRA, Sept 29 : A
scheme to export 40 kinds of
poisonous snakes annually
worth Taka 100 crore has
been taken up by the Sundar-
ban Ferest Division.
According to the Forest

| Division sources, more than 40

kinds arg of snakes available in
the Sundarban. The cxport will
include snakes like cobra,
Shankhachur, Python, Sca
Dhora, Chandra Hnrn, Kentay,
Bora, Darash etc
which will be exported to
China, Japan, Thailand, Ilong
Kong, Korea and Burma.

It is to be mentioned here

that eyes, hecad, tongucs, skins
and [lesh and sons of the
snakes are u in the foreign

countrics and are very costly in
the world markets.

Suicide

Kabita Rani (14), daughter
of late Nakul Sarkar of village
Gabindapur wunder Sadar
Upazila committed suicide by
consuming poison recently.
Poverty was the cause of her
suicide, it is learnt.

Satkhira thana police ar-
rested one inter-district dacoit
and recovered two country-
made guns including six car-
tridges from his posscssion
rccently.

Acting on a secrct informa-
lion, police personnc] led by

on March 11 and 300 fect at
the same place from
September 9 to 12 last. Two
mills, one mosque, many fruit
bearing trecs and over 400
business house are being
threatened by the erosion.
Meanwhile, 50 houses,
many business establishments,
rice and saw mills, godowns,
schools, madrashas and many
trees have alrecady becn
washed away while about 500
acres of cullivable land were
grabbed by the might river
during the last five ycars.
Besides, the 132 KV over-
hcad eclectric tower at ferry
?h.nl. attached to Khatpatty is
acing threat of erosion.

It is also learnt that the
river port town has been facine
Lthe serious threat from time to
time since 1986 duc to non-
implementation of the Bhairab
town protection scheme fully.

Plan to improve 91 kms

road in Sherpur
From Our Correspondent

SHERPUR, Scpt, 29 : The
government has laken up a
rogramme to improve 9|
tbu-:!ql of roads in Sherpur
district.
The main objective of the
t 18 to facilitate trans-
rtation and develop the in
rastructure for other dewel-
opn:nl activities. The projoct
is being implecmented under
the joint auspices of Asian
Dcv:bplﬂnl I!lnk which is

cenl of
UP memﬁr
slaughtered
From Our

CHUADANGA, Sept 20:
Mohiuddin{40), a member of
Banka Union Parishad of
Jibannagar Upazila under
Chuadanga istrict was
slaughtered at the night of
September 15 by some un-
known miscreants.

It is learnt that the miscre-
ants called out Mohiuddin
from his house at village
Balihuda for an urgent piece of
business at 8 pm. He came out
along with his son and aller
crossing some distange the
member found another 12/13
armed miscreants. The mem-
ber then ran and took shelter
in one Torab Ali's house. The
miscreants chased him and
forcibly brought him out of
Torab Ali's house and slaugh-
tered him near Raipur Bazar.

Later hearing the hue and

of the deceased’'s son the
rushed it the spot and
tuuk th:'mh his residence.

tion, Jibannagar
thana police went to the spot

lmmadmdy The was
sent to the Jhenidah morgue
for post mortem. A case has
been started with Jibannagar
lice station. Nobody has
arrested so [ar and inves-
tigation is in progress.
'‘Chasi’ rally )
Three chasi (farmers) ral-
ltes were held in Sirajgan)
School, Khejura Primary
| and Hyjalgari High

Sc

Se mi Sep-
s A e Plege
spectively

which were ar-

rotting of jute has become a
problem.

civili works and Bangladesh
Government which will do 20
per cenl work.

The project includes 40
kilometres long Sherpur-
Phulpur Road, .27 kms long

Jnmnlsur-Zul Road and 24
kmis Jhecnalghati-Nalitabari

Road, 11 kms carth work [rom
Sherpur-Nakhla Road, 6 kms
and 5 kms [rom Jamalpur
ferry-ghat to Sherpur road,
Construction of 25 culverts in-
cluding a bridge.

Preliminary works of the
project were completed last
ycar and approval of
Bangladesh government and
the Astan Development Bank
was Lhen taken. In the [irst
ycar ol the threce years con-
tract godowns, repairing
shops, sitc offices, ficld labora-
torics, stackyard, mixing yard,
batching yard, will be set up.

The contracters have al-
ready exccuted some physical
works.

Prices of
essentials
- up 1n Kushtia

KUSHTIA, Sept 29 : Prices
of all essential commoditics
have shot up in the district
causing great hardship to the
general consumers specially Lo
the low income groups, re-
ports UNB.

Prices ol rice, pulses, edible
oil, eggs, onion, garlic, chillies
and vegetables of all kinds have
registered a sharp rise over
the last one month.

The prices of different va-
rieties of rice registered an av-
erage rise by Tk 60 to 70 per
maund within the peried. Fine
variety of rice is being sold at
Tk 14 per kg while coarse va-
riety at Tk 12 per kg.

One kg of musur dal is be-
ing sold at Tk 30, mustard oil
Tk 60, soybean ofil at Tk 40
and egg Tz 12 per set of four.
Priccs of spices particularly
onion and garlic have gone up
abnormally.

Short supply in the market
has pushed up prices of baby
food and powdered milk by Tll.
10 o lﬁpcrunnl'llll:kg

Textile Facilities

Centre limping

From Our Correspondent

SIRAJGANJ, Scpl 29: The
Textile Facilitics Centre Pro-
ject of Bangladesh tlandloom
Board at Shahzadpur is quite
unable to serve the very
purpose of the weavers due to
some limitations.

It is lcarnt that the project
was cstablished in 1962 at a
cost of Taka two crore to ex-
tend technical assistance to
the weavers of Pabna district.
There are 18 power looms and
12 semi-automatic handlooms.
Desides seizing, calendering
and merchandising machines
were also installed in the
ject and a total of 50 workers
were engaged. Preduction tar-
get of the powerlooms was
fixed at 11,200 yards, but
synthetic fibre of 15000 to
16000 yards were uscd to be
produced. Each scmi-aulto-
matic handloem used of pro-

¥
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Adulterated foodstuﬂ’s |
on sale in Kushtia

KUSHTIA, Sept 29
Adultecation of foedstufls has
become rampant in six upazi-
las of the district causing
health hazards to the people.
Gastro-intestinal, skin and
diarrhoeal diseases have bro-
ken out in these areas due to
unhindered sale of adulterated -
food items in the markets.
Government steps are sel-
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From A Correspondent

is sufficient su
ket. People that open
market operation should im-
mediately be started by lobd
department to bring the
prices of rice within a fcason-
able HmiL

Similarly prices of other
commoditics like edible oil,
baby food, milk pnhdcr s
pulses, onilon, ﬁ
mutton have nl‘l-n rmnrr.ird a

3 commit suicide
in Gaibandha
OAIBANDHA, Sept 29:

Moslema Khatun (25), first
wife of Sirajul Islam of village

Dakkhin Dalgram fn Kaligan)
la of Lalmonirhat district
i‘::d?; committed suiecide,

M-l'llﬂhhlﬂl-umm
she killed hersell by ]
into the river Jamuna fhe
the rail-

in the mar-

further rise bring

misery to
the people during the last few
days.

Acute shoriage of fodder
has been pl‘n'llhng throughout
the district speecially in the
remote areas.

It is learnt that the acute
s of fodder is the re-
sult lgrge scale damage of
straw by excessive and inces-
sant rain during the last three
months. Mereover, traditional
grazing Aclds have been turned
integ agricultural lands in all
the six uparilas of the district
without any consideration of
the cattle feeding.

According to larmers, fresh
grass for milching cows is not
avallable in the rural arcas be-
cause of the ¢ in pattern
of the crop cultivation
th { the year. Prices of
ofl , bran and other va-
ricties of fodder have alse been
increased. As a result, thou-
sands of calllcheads through-
oul the district have already
been reduced to skeleton, A
large number of caltle has
fallen prey to various diseases
due o constant starvation.

duce two sarees a day which
was also above production tar-
get.

In 1978 following a dgc.w
ernment order Bangladesh
Small and Cottage Indust
Corporation [(BSCIC) hnndcd
over the project to Bangladesh
llandloory Board. It is gathered
that the project is now en-
gulfed with a host of problems.
Production has decreased fol-
lowing fall of demand in the
market. A reasonable quantity
of produce have been remain-
ing unsold. Seizing and calen-
dering section have becn
closed and even rescarch sec-
tion fails to serve the purpose
and the weavers find no inter-
est to take local service due to
inferfor quality of works.

The authorities eoncerned
have been urged to take early
y Steps for proper functioning of
' the projeet. -

——cam

Officer-in-Charge, Satkhira po-
lice station Mr. Samsul
arrested Hazrat Mustafa lm
village Mrigidanga under Sadar
U la [rom his ing place
upazila, and rccovered (wo
country-made guns and six
cartridges from his dwelling
house.

A casc was lodged with
Satkhira police in this connec-
tion.

Mcanwhile, BDR jawans of
35 battalion, Satkhira recov-
cred 20 lolas of gold worth
Taka onc lakh twenty thousand
from onc 'radip Das recently

It is reporied that BDR per-
sonncl caught Pradip Das red-
handed from bordering v
Haratdah under Sadar U
when he was crossing the bor-
der and recovercd the gold
from his posscssion. A case
was lodged with Satkhira po-
lice station.

Aman output falls

Production of transplanted
Aman in all the scven upazilas
of the district has registered a
sharp fall mainly due to short
supply and price hike of fertil-
izer.

Offictal sources said that fall
in production of transplanted
Aman in the district may be 30
per cenl Lhis year. Prices of
fertilizer have recorded a
sharp risc by Taka 100 to Taka
200 per bag. The government
price for cach bag is Taka 201.

The tlotal requircment of
urca fertilizer for the district
was c¢siimaled at about 2.50
tons this ycar. The BADC is yet
lo supply [ertilizer 1o the
growers. The stock of fertibzer
al BADC godowns is almost nil.
About 30 per cent of the total
cultivable land in the district
remain fallow. The target of
Aman cultivation was fixed at
3.5 acres of land.

Diarrhoea claims

9 more lives
in Khagrachhari

KIIAGRACHIIARI, Scpt 29:
Diarrhoca claimed nine more
| lives in Mohalchhari and
| Luxmichhari upazilas of the
cdistrict*during the last week
raising the death toll to 30 in
wreater Chitlagong Hill Tracts,
rcports UND.
According to.
sourccs, five died in
Mohalchhari and four in
Luxmichhari. The two upazilas
are the worst allected.

infermed

Hospital sources said more
than 300 pcople have been al-
fected by the disease at village
Goraichhari and Dhumnighat
in Mohalchhari upazila while
several hundreds were at-
tacked in Luxmichhari upazila.

A large number of patients
have been coming from af-
fected areas eve to Sadar
hospital and upazila heaidth
complexes for treatment.

Mcanwhile, no report of
fresh attack was received from
Rangamati and Bandarban hill
districts till Wednesday.

According to Rangamat]
district administration
sources, all possible mecasures
have been taken in the affected
arcas to combal the spread of
the discase. Red Crescent
Soctety sourcves said one hun-
dred maund of rice and emer-
gency medicine have also
been sent for the distressed

pcople.
Scarcity of pure water was

| the discase.

attributed to the outbreak of
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COX'S BAZAR : Social Assistance and Rehabilitation for
the Physically Vuinerable (SARIV). a non mmmnlnl
organisation (NGO) distributed wheel chairs lll'l'lﬁ

physically disabled persons in cyclone-hit areas of the

district.

—Star photo



