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member enquiry committee
headed by Additional Deputy
Commissioner (Gencral)
Mohammad Ismail to probe in
incident in the town Saturday
in which a police camp was set

ablaze by angry meob, rcports
UNDB.

Pak newspapers
stage strike
ISLAMABAD, Sept 29
Pakistani newspapcrs and
journalists staged a 24-howr

strike
a scries violent attacks on
reporicrs, reporis Reuter.
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army chief
KINSIIASA, Scpt 29
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BANGKOK THA! RESTAURANT |
The Mouse of Peace & Rest, The Place of High Class.
We Cordially invite yoy to try owr Beautifully
prepared and Beautifully presented autherfic
THAI CUISINE onda SEAFOOD in the cosy
atmosphere of o LOVELY HOUSE.

1443 ASIAN HIGHWAY ROAD, NASIRABAD,
CHITTAGONG. RSVP CALL TEL: 226803
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Withdrawal today : Opposition divided : Jamaat may back Biswas

Badrul firm to stay in race

Star Report

Justice DBadrul [aider
Choudhury told The Daily Star
on Sunday that he was detcr-
mined to contest the presi-
dential clection and that he
would not withdraw.

The last date of withdrawal
of candidature expires today at
2.30 pm.

Meanwhile, Awami League's
effort, to projeet Justice
Choudhury as the conscnsus
candidate of the opposition
could not gain ground as nei-
ther the Communist Party of
Bangladesh [CPB) nogJamaat-
c-lslami lent suppor? till late
last night.

Justice Choudhury lold Star
rorrespondents at his Guishan

residence last night that he
had talks with Mizanur
Rahman Chowdhury, the acting
chairman of the Jatiya Party,
who, he claimed, assured sup-
port ol his party.

A former Chief Justice of
the Suprcme Cowurt, Badrul
Haider Choudhury was sccn
flanked by Abdus Samad Azad,
MP, Acting President of AL,
Amir Hossain Amu, Acling
General Secrctary, Matiya
Choudhury, MP, of AL,
Barrister Amirul Islam (an ex-
pelled leader of AL), llasina
Banu Shirin, former whip of
the Jatiya Party and Zakir
lHossain of the Ganatantri

Hasina Banu Shirin said the
Jatiya Party would lend its
support to the candidature of
Justice Choudhury. A dceision
in this regard will be taken on
October 2, she said.

Justice Choudhury said he
had talks with Jamaat parlia-
mcntary group leader Maulana
Matiur Rahman Nizami on
Sunday morning requesting
him not to take any decision by
Sunday night.

Jamaat sources howcever
indicated that they might sup-
port the candidature ol Abdur
Rahman Biswas nominated by
the ruling party, Bangladesh
Nationalist (BNDP).
Badrul llaider Choudhury

claimed that certain up
from within the BNP con-
tacted him on Sunday promis-
ing to see him late Sunday
night. He however: requested
them not to discuss anything
about withdrawal of his candf-
dature. He declined to identify
the BNP men who contacted
him.

Mcanwhile, the central sece-
rctariat of the CPB at a meet-
ing obscrved thal under the
prevailing circumstances it
had become practically impos-
sible to put a candidate on the
basis of national consensus.

Emphasising the nced for a
conscnsus not only on presi-

See Page 12 Col. 3
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Khaleda visits
Supreme
Command hq

Prime Minister DBecgum
Khaleda Zia visited Lhe
Supreme Command lHead-
quarters Division Sunday,
reporis UNDB.

She was given a cercmonial
guard of honour by a smartly
turned-out contingent of the
three services at Old Airport.

On her arrtval there, she
was reccived by chiels of the
three scrvices, Defence
Secretary and PSO to Supreme
Commander.

The guard of honour over,
Begum Zia went to Shikha
Anirban and placed wreaths
there. She also observed a
solemn silence for a few mo-
ments as mark of respect o
the martyrs of the War of
Liberation, -

The Prime Minister signed
Lthe visitors book Lhere and
wrolc: “We arc grateful to the
herocs for ever”.
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northern districts

Transpoeri strikélin 16
northern districts inued
for the third consecc
Sunday totally halting road
communicalions.

- Sulferings of the t ing
| public muoliplied and, the

css
soarcd as movement of gopds
by trucks remained sgs-

prices of daily

pended .

evening.

Passenger coach secrvices
between the capital and the
northern rcgion also

disruptod due o the sirike:

By Staff Correspondent

Howcver, some light vchi-
cles were ferried between
Arichg and Nagorbari ghats

North Dcngal Sarak
Paribahan Sramik Federation
resorted (o strike for an
indcfinite period to its
scven-point demand which
includes wage hike, issuance ol
appointment  Ictters, imple-
mentation of previously signed
agreement wilh the authori-
ties, removal of the Decputy
Commissioner ol Naogaon, re-
lease of arrested workers and
withdrawal of false cases
against them.

The crisis

started In

Naogaon aboutl a month and a
halfl ago when transport  work-
ers demanded appointment
letters from the owners,

Additional District
Magistrate of Naogaon told The
Daily Star that the crisis was
freso on August 31 by the
intervention of local MPs and
politicians. |

“But the workers federation
called an Indeflinite strike
from mber 27 in this re-
glon wil I any notice reviv-
ing the past issues,” he said
over Ic .

He satd that this sirtke had
no basis, the problem of issu-

See Page 12 Col. 3

10 defence witnegses named in wealth amassing case

Ershad pleads not guilty

Deposed President Ershad
facing corruption charges in a
Judge Court on Sunday

not guilty when Judge
Mohammad Alf read out
the charges on amassing

------

"r Staff Correspondent

Ershad madc his statement
brief and picaded to give a
wrillen statement undcr sce-
tion 342 on the next day of

}ﬁduﬂlhnhcmﬂ

produge dcfence witnesscs Lo
prove that the case was false .

Meanwhile the prosecution
produced 48 witnesses includ-
ing the members eof the
Locking and Scaling
Commitiee and the Inventory
Committee.

The prosecution caleulated
that the total income of Ershad
throughout his life from his
known sources would not be
more than 73 lakhs including

‘able

the earnings from his immov-

property.
A cash amount of about Taka
1,90,81,.6658 and articles
worth Taka 65 lakh were
found from the Sena Bhaban
and the said by
the prosecution to be Ershad's

belongings.

. Earlier the High Court had
rejected Ershad's petition
scceking the gquashing of

dn‘lfcwlﬁn

High Court in fits

!udrment said that the of-
was a one In

the eyes of law but that the

Special Court would have to
Sec Page 12 Col. 2

[' Plea not to favour

particular class
in Rules of
Business

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Civil Service
Coordinating Commitice has
urged the government nol to
give undue preference to a
particular class in the adminis-
tration during the framing of a
new ‘Rules ol Business'.

The BCS Coordinaling
Committee comprising 24
cadre services associations al a
meeting yesterday with Abu
Hena in the chair, hafled the
installation of Begum Khaleda
Zia as head of government.

The meeting also hailed the
decision on the [raming of a
new ‘Rules of Business' and
‘Allocation of Busincss in line

See Page 12 Col. 4

SI assaulted

near Rokeya Hall

By DU Correspondent

A sub-inspector of police
was assaulted Sunday cvening
near Hall of the Dhaka

University allegedly by Chhatra
League (S-A) workers.
Witnesses sald Lhat Golam
Faruk Obhi and his assoctates
were nt during the as-
prese ng
The sub-inspector came to
the spot from a police van
Mpu-td near the Suhrawardi

He, however, returned o
the van. His name could not be

See Page 12 Col. 2

Saturday said he considcred
Soviet President Mikhaitl
‘Gorbachev's reaction 1o his nu-
clear disarmament plan as
*positive”, and the White
House said consultations with
Moscow would continue, re-

wm:.w
a spokesman carlicr that
most of Washinglon's infiia-

clear weapons and o
the elimination of

- Gorbachev's reaction positive: Bush

could reverse its unilalcral nu-
clear reform i the Sevict
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IMF meets today to consider funding |

The IMF directors will con-
sider at a mectling In
Washington today (Monday)
the funding support [or
Bangladesh under the on-going
cconomic reforms.

The Commitlee of the
Whole, representing the policy
makers of the World Bank
(WB) and the International
Monctary Fund (IMF) approved
last Friday at its meeling, also
in Washington, the programme
for economic rcforms in 1991-
92 undcr the three-year term
Enhanced " Structural
Adjustment Facility (ESAF).

The ESAF was approved in

. Bangladesh

Economic reforms
programme okayed

By Moazzem Hossain

sccond ycar of ESAF opcration
in 1991-92.

Earlier, the Committee of
the Whole postponed its con-
sideration of the reforms pro-
gramme under ESAF [or
for 1991-92
following the announcement of

‘the new national pay scalcs for

the public employces by the
government. The approval of
the programme for annual

instalment fund relcase for the

current fiscal year by IMF was |

due last month.

But, both the W3 and the
IMF expresscd [cars thal the
implementation of the an-

carly [fiscal 1980-91 for nounced pay scalcs would have
Bangladesh. This will be the See Page 12 Col. 7
Public sector can do no good : Saifur

Massive disinvestment
from next month

Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman said here Friday that
the mmcnt would undcer-
take massive devclopment
programmes f[rom the next

month to reactivate Lhe na-
tional : BSS.
S at a fing scs-

sion on the state of national
cconomy sponsored by Over-
seas Correspondent Associa-
tion of Bangladesh (OCARB), the
Finance Minister said that
therc was no dearth of re-
sources for funding the devel-
opment programmes. The size
of the Annual Development
Programmes would remain in-
tact this ycar, he hoped.

The Finance Minister said
the procedure of the liber-
alised import policy would be
further simplified and re-
laxed and the margin of letter

of credit for the pu —of _
import would be *.UEJ fur-

thier..
Dwelling at length ‘on the
different aspects of the na-
tional economy the Finance
Minister rcitcrated the com-
milment ol the BNP govern-
ment under the leadership of
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda

Zia to cnsure the wellare of the,

peoplc through bcetter man-
agement of the financial mat-
ters with accountability and
transparcncy.

Rahman said: "I am con-
vinced that we have resources
and manpower for improving
the lot of the pcople particu-
larly in the rural arcas. The

only thing we nced manage-
ment of the cconomic and fi-
nancial malters appropriatc
with honesty and aecountabil-
ity,” he said.

Earlicr, the president of
OCAB, Zaglul Ahmed Chowd-
hury, welcomed the Finance
Minister while the General
Secrelary Shchabuddin Ahmed
Nafa presented the vote of
thanks.

The Finance Minister laid
on cenhancing the mobilisation
of internal resources for fund-
ing Lhe development pro-
grammes in the back-drop of
aid [atigue by the donor coun-
tries and agencies.

He said the government
had dccided to expand the
credit facilities particularly in
the rural development sector.
"We should double Lhe invest-

'm-," t il}-’f%"tlml ﬁiﬁ o S|

c
area for creating job rtu-
nitics jor the u .

Regarding the proposed
disinvestment rogrammc
scheduled to begin soon .the

Finance Ministcr said public
scctor cnlerprises and indus-
trial units would be disin-
vested in a massive way for in-
jeeting dynamism in the
cconomy.

He said under the disin-
vestment programme, the gov-
ernment would also release
the shares of the multinational

co nics.
Ile said hall of the shares of

Sec Page 12 Col. 1
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Govt may lay
off 11 textile
mills

Government will declare lay

ofl in 11 textile s early
mxtnnnlh!fll‘ncyﬂntun-h'

up financial loss within the
current month, official sources

ler a

Mills Corporation chaired by
the State Minister for Textile

on August 7.

The decided that
the textile mills which would
not reduce losses by 50 per
cent within August 31 and the

See Page 12 Col. 1
AL concem at plot

‘Scotland Yard
provides security
to Sheikh Hasina'

The Scotland Yard is pro-
viding security to opposition
lcader, Sheikh Hasina who is
now on a visit to the United
Kingdom, a senfor Awami
League leader said  here
Sunday, reports UNB.

He said the special security
for Hasina was arranged soon
alter press reports here that
she was on the hit list of an in-
ternational terrorist organisa-
tion.

AL Acting General Sccretary
Amir llossain Amu (clephoned

he agency to say they reccived

a message from London th.v
nceessary acifon had beew
taken by the Scotland Yard do-
tective branch.

The Scotland Yard has de-
ployed security personncl
around the place where |lasina
is staying in London and is also

Sec-Prge 10-Gel-6. 4

SKOP ultimatum
to meet demands
by October 21

Sramik Karmachari Oikya
Parishad (SKOP) lcadcrs on
Sunday askcd the government
to meetl their Ave-peoint de-
mand before October 21 or
face a movement, reports UNB.

SKOP, a broad-bascd al-
liance of workers and cmploy-
ees, has carller announced a
24-hour counirywide sirike on

See Page 12 Cal. §
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