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The World Summit For Children

By Tahmima Anam

EVENTY-ONE worild

S

September 30, 1990 to

discuss the state of 'the earth's

children. They came to find
out how t could save the

40,000 children ng every
day from preventable diseases.

came to see what could
be

who were malnourished, and
the millions who suffered

untold {njustices at . their.

tender ages.

leaders got together on

to help the thousands

The 159 countries that
were represented at the sum-
mit had answered a call by the
lcaders of Mexico, Mali, pt,

Canada, Pakistan, and :

Prime Minister Brian Mulroney

and President Benazir Bhutto
co-chaired the summit, which
took place in New York at UN
Headquarters. When announc-
ing the summit the six inftiat-
ing governments stated that
the purpose for having a world
summit for children was to "...

bring attention

... at the high-

est political level, to goals and

sirategies for ensuring the
survival, protection, and devel-
opment of children ..."

The largest gathering
‘heads of state in the history of
humankind put their heads
together on that September
day and came up with a
definite plan of action which
aims at radically reducing
malnutrition and child deaths

ufl

in the next decade. Another
one of their aims is to provide
basic education for all children
and primary education for at
least 80%.

The plan of action isn't only
for children, it also has provi-
sions for another abused sec-
tion of the human race: it is
women. One young woman dies
every minute because she is
not properly taken care of
during her pregnancy. It is
hoped that by the year 2000,

all women will have access to
pre-natal care, will have birth
control available to them, and
will be able to eat as much as a
pregnant woman should. If
these things are properly seen
to, maternity mortality rates
will be halved.

These aims are ambitious,
but they are technologically
fcasible and financially afford-
able. The approximate cost is
estimated at 2 billion dollars
per year until the year 2000.

. Last Year's Candle Light Vigil
By Sarah Zober & Taheerah Haq

Last on September 23,
2,000 :men p.tﬂera:l in the
Dhaka Women's Sports
Complex to take in an
International Candlelight Vigil
hoping to heighten awareness
among people and leaders of
, needs of children. The

; t included s by lo-
cal school children, singing
and the of thousands
of candles. Over 50,000 pcople
observed vigils throughout

Bangladesh encouraging mem-

bers of the World Summit for
Children, held on September
29-30, to rank the needs and
rights of children high on the
economic, political and social
agenda of the 1990's. The
Candlelight Vigil was a great.
success thanks to the support
of many international a Eﬂl
organizations, embassies and
UN agencies.

Joining with Candlelight
Vigils all over the world, the

IN OUR HANDS

by David Pomeranz and David Shire

Like a little child I've done lots of wishing
Hoping it would make the world okay

| have wished upon a star

Then watched it moving farther away

Till

Nothing comes from waiting for tomorrow
Hoping someone clse will make it bright

It's because of you

and me

| see a future flooded with light

In our hands

There's a world in our care

In our hands

Lies the power we share

In our hands
It can grow

Even more than we know

i we all understand
All that ¥8"in our hands

Sometimes when | read the morning paper
Something in my heart just wants to scream

all the blinding
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children’'s morning laughter
there's still a choice that's minc
smoke

fires of tomorrow still shine

Dhaka Vigil was part of an
event that touched both the
more than one million people
who attended the events and
millions more who heard about
them on television, radio, and
in ncwspapers internationally.
As UNICEF Executive Direclor
James P. Grant said in his
opening speech to 71 Heads of
State at the World Summit for
Children, "One -week ago (On
Seplember 23, 1990) over one
million candles were lit for the
success of this summit. Each
candle a prayer... in whatever
religion... that today will be a
turning point in lives of
children...” Du the confer-
ence 71 world leaders and
more than 88 other country
delegations declared their
commitment to goals which
would save the lives of 50 mil-
lion children this decade |

Life is a tragedy

Life is bliss

Life is a Puzzle

What is Life?

by Irfan Qamar

Life is a challenge :
Life is a structure
Life is a sorrow : Overcome it.
Life is a mystery : Unfold it

Life is a joy : Spread it.
Life is a duty : Perform it.
Life is a performance : Enjoy it.
Life is a gamble : Watch it.
Life is a song : Sing it.

Embrace it.

Life is a game : Play it.

Life is a dream : Realise it

Life is a journey : Complete it.
Life is a promise : Fulfil it.

Life is beauty : Admire it.

: Solve it.

Life is an opportunity : Grasp it.
Life is God's gift : Cherish it.

| |
"Bet You Didn't
Know

— Albert Einstein's parents
fearced their child was dull be-
cause he did so badly in all his
high school courses except
mathematics. One of his teach-
crs asked him to drop out say-
ing: "You will never amount to
anything, Einstein".

— The greatest height at-
tained by a single kite Is‘

28,000 ft.

Queen Christina of
Sweden (1628-89) who de-
tested fleas had a special
miniature cannon built to fire
at any poor flea that met her

i Cooking in Tibet is done

over dried cow or yak dung.
— At the initial stage baby
pelicans are fed regurgitated

fish by their parents.
— Both male and female
pelicans take turns incubating

their eggs.
(Talk about women's lib [)

Meet IL
: Accept it.

: Face it.

| the conference, we all

Voice of
Children’

This may seem like a lot, but is
only the amount of money that
is spent on the military every
single day.

For one day the leaders of
the world forgot their differ-
ences and committed them-
selves to the betterment of the
next generation. It was the
first time that leaders had
so much attention to the plight
of their children. If they keep
all their promises, they won't
have to do it again.

By Tahmima Anam

AST summer | was
selected to attend a
conference called

“Voice of the Children' in the

Netherlands. It was a meeting
of children and Nobel laureates
from around the world, spon-

| sored by UNICEF and organ-

ised by the "Wice of the
Children’ foundation. |

The atmosphere of the con-
ference was incredible — here
were the newspapers, the ra-
die, CNN — all waiting to hear
our opinions and views on how
to the world. It made a
lot of sense; after all, grown
ups have had the world for
years and they've made a mess
of it, so now they wanted to
know what we were going to
do with it when it came our
tum.

There were BO children at
the conference, all selected to
be there because of their
commitment to the better-
ment of our present state of
allairs. Filty-six countries were
represented — from Lithuania
to Sierra Leone. We stayed in a
hotel right on the beach in an
arca called Noordwijk. The
place was beautiful, and fortwo
wecks, it became our home.
We sang in the halfways,
shared little trinkets from
around the globe, and became
the best of friends in that
short time.

We did three main things
during our time in Holland. All
of our ideas and proposals
were compiled into a book,
which was to be presented to
the leaders at the World
Summit in New York. We made
a video message, which was
also to be shown at the sum-
mit. On the last two nights of
er-
formed a musical play, caF;}cd
‘Peace Child’, which was partly

| written by us. Many Dutch

ministers and industrialists
were there, and they all joined
in as we our last song.
Besides doing all that, we
had a dialogue with the Nobel

laureates who supported us.
Those wise men who had lived
so much longer and who knew
so much more than us still had
hope that we could change the
way things were. They inspired
us because they told us it was
our responsibility to reverse
the figures and turn the tide.
They really believed we could
save the world.

But the best part of "Voice
ol the Children’ was not the
press conferences, or the
meetings with all those impor-

tant people. It was in the air of

harmony among us. We were
all there supporting a commaon
cause, fighting for the same
rights, living for the -same ide-
als regardless of our pdlitical,
religious, or national affilia-
tions. Nothing mattered at the
conference excepl our dedica-
tion to our hopes for peace and
human understanding. This
probably sounds like some
hippie idealist notion, but it's
not. Sometimes 1 think back
on those fourteen days and

wonder if it really happened. If

there really was a place where

kids had a real voice and adults

listened; il | was ever in a
world without prejudices,
abuses, or injustices; if all

those pecople | met and grew

to love really existed. It all
scems 8o [ar away from reality;
so detached from the real
world. | only hope that some-

day the real world won't be so
different from the one we want

it to be. Some day when reali-

ties will cease to be harsh, and

when the truth won't hurt.

Being at the "Voice of the
Children' has changed me. | no
longer despair at the state of
our world. I don't cluck my
tongue at all the things which
other people have done wrong,
| have become a hopeless
idealist instead. | believe we
human beings have the poten-
tial to change thc way things
are, and that we will, very
SOOM.
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UNITED NATIONS, NEW YORK
SEPTEMBER 30, 1990

RULES FOR SPELLING

This is a continuation of our last week's
‘doubling of letters' in this column.

1. If we add '-ly' to an adjective ending in '-I' to

form an adverb, we double the 1" ;
sinfully - officially
orally ’ brutally .

. When a prefix ends with the same letter as the
first letter of the word to which it is added,
doubling takes place :

dis-, mis- dissimilar, dissociate,
misspelt, misstate

in-, un- innocuous, unnoticed,
unnccessary

im-immature, immovable, immaculate
il- 1illegal, illegitimate, illegible
ir- irreligious, irredeemable
3.. The suffix '-ness’ added to a word ending in '-n’
results in douvling :
meanness
sternness

stubbomness
keenness

EEP
mind half-empty.
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opinion. and

Letter to a Son
HALF-EMPTY

your brain fully working, and keep your

If your mind is full, it cannot work, as you
place or space to work. To play football, you need a field.
eat you need an empty (or half-empty) stomach. For
to work, you must have an empty area. You
a ‘reception’ area in your mind to receive new
play with the new information. that is,
decide what to accept and what to re-
ject. You have to compare this new opinion with your old
the views you hold, if necessary.

A full mind is a closed mind. It cannot receive any-

need some

thing from the outside. It cannot develop or improve
without new input. You may like to follow the latest
fashion or style in dress. you should be familiar
with the latest information on a subject. Fashion

changes. but knowledge always increases. You have to
throw old knowledge information, and be upto

date. Open the windgws of your mind for fresh air and
light. Let the visitors come in. Use your own judgement,
or consult superior minds.

A mind full of old ideas does not like to face a

changing world. Such a person will argue and try to de-
fence his views, without examining properly other

have to keep your mind not only half-empty,
flexible, to along in life. Tolerance is a valu-
you will to use. There are other key
ich you should remember: consideration (for

and co-operation (with others). It works the |
too. Many a time you would desire that

operate with . You
righ not |
agree all the time.
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everything, and
in the world is

o remain a slu
career, but | am

The Diligent Shoe
Shine Boy

morning and works till 3 p.m.
If he has a

E have all secn these
boys and girls on the
strects selling flow-
crs, working on tempos, or
polishing shoes. But do we
cver actually take notice of
them. | think many of us deo
not. We sometimes even get

an when they try to sell brother was also a shoe
us their merchandise. but he had worked his way
| mysell never ook notice wupto second year in the uni-
of these kids until the day ! . He could not continue
had a conversation with his because he had
Sonjibon. | have seen him to a to ﬁpﬂﬂ his
many times over the last few nlht.:tbﬂvl:rl sisters.
years, but never had | had a started working with
conversation with him. He his kit; he was ecven
would always come and ask me given some shoe polish by his
with a smile if | wanted to have teachers. From that day on-
my shoes polished. | would al~ ward he and his eldest brother
ways point out to him that | have been supporting the fam-
was wearing sncakers. On this ily. One of his brothers s a
particular ., though, | was cripple and cannot work and
wearing dress shoes and there the other is looking for a job.
was no way he was o let What surprised me the
me go without polishing my ™ost was when he told that he
shoes. Due to his persistent was atlending night school at
pleading | decided to let him Noilre Dame College. His
polish my shoes. classes arc from 6-9 p.m. He is
chheddlll.u:dLnn at the level of class 4. Alter he
shoes. | did interrupt -: finishes class 8 hia teachers
m:wmmhm. will him to get admission
Some of the things he told me In a different school. He does
made me realise never to take not have to pay for fees or
anyone for granted. Also never books. This a great for
tuludp-mbyhnwh him because he does nol have
but to make it a point to very much money left over
find out more about the person  since his carnings are used for
before passing judgement household expgnse. He told me




