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in Asia. This is more than the

of poor rural women are many.
continues, the ranks of the ru-

and to the adverse aflects of
structural adjustment pro-
grammes.

Women also face greater ob-
stacles in their efforts o grow
food and earn income. The ad-
vent of new technologies has
led to increased harvests and
income for the farm family, but
has also added to the workload
of the female unpaid family
hel

%

In some case demand for
female Itural wage-labour
has increased. But in others it
is reduced, depending on the
extent of mechanisation. And

the housechold and run the
family farm alone.
In addition to constraints

landholdings and mounting
landlessness, environmental
deterioration, inad te fi-
nancial and support
services, among others — rural
women confront a host of

others.
Much of their time and en-
ergy must be devoted to

and may not be considercd eli-
gible for credit. In some Asian
countries, women have actually
lost their traditional matrilin-
eal inheritance rights and
' their right to use common

i

Often women are
by extension services, as these
are normally
toward the interests needs
of male farmers. Customs that

Far too often, development

., As for female
m..::'“m. the
has been mixed : in

some cascs demand has in-
creased, in others n-llucﬂlf
depending on the extent o
mechanization. In addition, the
accelerating migration of
males to urban centres iIn

soarch of work has left more

eal inheritance rights and
their right to use common

land. They are often neglected

farmers. In Asia only 15% -of

extension stall are women.

likely to succeed if it

half the population. Conse-
quently more attention is
being paid to the economic
contribution of women in
terms of labour, food produc-
tion and income. It is also be-
ing recognized that poor
women f[ace gcender-specific

such resources as land, inputs,
credit, agricultural extension
and marketing outlets. As a re-

Rural Poverty
1s Doubly
Cruel for Women

by Farhana Haque Rahman

programmes and projccts,
governmental agencies and fi-
nancial institutions ignore, or
give no more than token at-
tention to, rural women's ac-
tual and potential contribu-
tions to family food security
and income and to the rural
economy in general.

However, the awarencss is
growing that no development
effort can succeed if it by-
passcs half the population.
Consequently more attention is
being paid to the economic
contribution of women in
terms of labour, food produc-
tion and income.

It is also being recognised
that poor women, owing to
their gender, face difficultics
in their access o such re-
sources as land, inputs, credit,
agricultural extension and
marketing outlets. As a result,
governmentis are starting Lo
incorporate some of the con-
cerns in their development
efforts. |

Among international agen-
cies, the International Fund for
Agricultural Development
(IFAD) has becn ameng the
first to recognise that aiding
women in gaining access Lo re-
sources is 1o promote not only
equity, but also Ve

The traditional view ol rural
women in Asia and elsewhere
has been that they are primar-
fly or even exclusively mothers
and homemakers. Nothing
could be farther from the
truth,

Asian women grow at least
half of all the food eaten by
their families, cither in family
fields or small home ens.

They plant, weed and harvest |

crops, process and sell them
in the market. They are often
in charge of raising livestock
and poultry. And of course,
women heads of households
are full-fledged farmers in
their won right.

Equally important {s the in-
come women earn from waged
labour or off-farm enterprises
such as trading, weaving, bas-
ket-making, dressmaking and
other home industries.

Thus, just like poor male
farmers and fishermen, poor
rural women must be sup-
ported to help them get out of
the cycle of poverty and de-
clining productivity in which
they are entrapped. Like men,
they need technological advice
and assistance, and training to

Women Oppose Supply of

Condoms to Their Husbands

KAMPALA : Women in
Uganda are angry at organisa-
tion which supply condoms
free of charge to their hus-
bands as part of the drive to
slop the spread of AIDS,
Uganda has more confirmed
AIDS victims than any other
Alrican country.

The daily New Vision re-
ported that women in Jinja
discovered condoms in their
husband's pockets, and they
castigated the British
American Tobacco company,
::::1: their husbands work,

having supplied the con-
doms. P

A few months ago the
Federation of Ugandan em-

loyers encouraged its mcm-

to run educational pro-

Many people, including
President Yoweri Museveni
were at first vehemently op-
posed to the encouragement of

condom use, believing they -

encouraged promiscuity. But
the President changed his
mind after seeing a comput-
S per e T
's population b
2000 would be 20 million inr-
stead of 31 million if AIDS was
not stopped.

The “lpst” 12 million peo-
ple would be a combination of
those who would die of AIDS
and those who would never be

born. There would be five to
six million orphans,

The national AIDS control
programme estimates that
about 1.2 million people in

Uganda are HIV positive.
— GEMINI NEWS

state

develop new skills. Like men,
they neced the mecans to pur-
chasc e¢ssential materials and
equipment and to make !m-
provements on their land.

One such vital assistance is
credit, not [rom informal
moneylenders but from re-
sponsible financial institutions
which can offer liberal credit
schemcs. |

Contrary to the common
thinking that women are poor
credit risks espccially since
they cannot secure a loan with
collateral, experience has
proved poor rural women to be
excellent payers, often better
than men.

For example, the IFAD-sup-
ported Grameen Bank has pro-
vided loans to over hall a mil-
lion destitute and often land-
lcss women, who make up over
85 per cent of its clientele.
The bank has a repayment rate
exceeding 95 per cent.

A project in Nepal, de-
signed and financed by IFAD,
which gives production credit
to rural women, also has a 95
per cenlt repayment rate. And
these cases arc not exceptions.

Even more important than
the high repayment rate is the
fact that in the hands of a
woman, even a very small loan
can make an enormous differ-
ence in family income and
well-being.

Just onc example among
hundreds ol thousands is the
cause of Santamaya, and aban-
doned mother of two in a
Nepalese village north of
Kathmandu. She took out two
120

loans, one of

rupees

N emancipated Indian
woman, no longer chai-
ned to the feudal past,
is emerging on cinema for ail
to see.
Until recently, she was a
typically submissive wife and
mother in film portrayals, a

stereotype administering to
the needs of the male and
the demands of a soci-
ety

But happily, times are
changing. The new woman,
says film critic Soma

defined. But
(she) is there and can be
recognised for what (she) 1s.”
Some 30 years ago, popular
films were the likes of Charno
ki Dassi or "slave of the hus-
band.”" Then there was Dahez

(Dowry) and Mother India
which extolled the of
the mother goddess, the

Indian woman as pure, virtu-

elections, and even elected to
legislatures and
Parliament, the trend was
bound to change.

family fields or small home

the family, the more likely it t»
that women will spend long
hours every day in the fields.
And, of course, women heads
of houschold are full-fledged
farmers in their own right.

(US$3) to buy a bechive and
the other of 3,000 rupees
(US$71) for a carpet loom. She
not only earned enough to
house and feed her family and
repay the loan, but also to set
up a savings account.

Devising ways to bring
credit to poor rural women In
Asia and the Pacilic is just one
of the concerns that will bring
together 50 policy-makers,
women in development (WID)
cxperis, represcntatives of
non-governmental and interna-
tional development agencies,
and IFAD project stafl for a
ground-breaking meeting in
Kuala Lumpur Scptember 15-
20.

Organised by IFAD with the
Asia and Pacific Development
Centre and the Malaysian
Ministry of Welfare and
National Unity, the regional
consultation for the economic
advancement of rural women is
the last of a series of four re-

gional meetings devoted to the
issue.

The process will not stop
there. In November, experts
will meet in a high level con-
sultation to consolidate the
findinfls of the four regional
meetings and to draft a decla-
ration and guidelines for ac-
tion. These in turn will be
submitted to a women's sum-
mit scheduled for February
1992 in Brussels. The summit,
initlated by a number of wives
ol heads of state from different
regions, will be held under the
patronage of Queen Fabiola of
Belgium.

Rural women in Asia and all
other regions of the globe have
a crucial role to play in elimi-
nating hunger and poverty. But
they must be given the atten-
tion and support they need.
Otherwise, the grim shadow
will continue to spread, blight-
ing more bodies and souls, and
darkening the future for all. —
Depthnews Asia

Ms Rahman is an official in
the information and communi-
cations division of IFAD.

Development

Equally espe-
clally

training to develop
new skills. Like men, they
need the means to purchase
essential materials and equip-
ment and to make improve-
menis on their land.

One of the keys to helping
the poor tlﬂr the poverty
trap is credit. Not loans from
moncylenders, who so ofien
charge exorbitant interest and
thus drive the r ever
decper into debt, but credit

from responsible financial in-
its fertility ratc down to

I ] replacement level in

order o prolecl its [ragile
mounlain environment.

Experts have pointed oul
that llimalayan kingdom's

lation, placed at 17.6 mil-
jon In 1987 and growing al
the rale of 2.7 per centl annu-
ally, is extracting a heavy cnvi-
ronmental cost.

A recenl government study
identified population explosion
as the main causc of the lack of
sufflicient vegetation in the
10,000 square ktlomctres in
Dolpa and Mustang districts
bordering Tibet in the north.

Furthermore, “brown
cancer,” as descriffication is
often called, is alrcady
spreading lo other parts of the
kingdom. opulation cxplosion
and thc resulling demand for
morce agricullural land have re-
sulted in the felling ol trees
which worsened siltation and
causcd floods and soil eroston.

The government has been
tclling illitcrate villagers that
bigger [amilies will require an
increasc in cultivated land or
more livestock, both of which
will exert further re on
the already dclicalc environ-
mendl.

But . despite such re-
minders, most Nepalis in rural
arcas still prefer large lamilics.
They look at children as a
source of income and old age
suppori. A varicly of cultural
reasons also make children
highly desirable in rural Nepal.

However, il appcars thal a
critical slagc has alrcady bcen
rcached in terms of supporting
livestock. Shortages ol fodder
may soon drastically limit the
size of livestock the country
can supporti, thus, the
general well being of the popu-
lation. ~

Nepal's high growth rate is
attributed to h and slable
fertility and declining mortal-
ity. Increasing internal migra-
tion is responsible for the

caler population pressurc

it in some arcas.

Although Nepal has initiated
a population programme, Lhe

EPAL will have (o bring

Indian films dare to show women as
what they are traditionally expected to do, and standing by these

Indian Cinema Stops
Stereotyping Women

live in England where his film
company fs based.

Having grown a terrific ego,
the husband become insensi-
tive to his wife's feelings and
openly has extra-marital affairs.
Neha joins a painting class to
divert herself, but is drawn
into a relationship with an-
other man.

Then the husband has to go
to Bombay for a reunion
and asks Neha to join him. But
she replies that she has out-
grown and is not sure that
ﬁ still wants to be part of his
_The film was a near-box of-
fice success although for the
wrong reasons — namely inti-
mate, suggestive bedroom
scenes. Yet the message of
woman's newfound strength
also comes out .

* Another film, Subeh
(Mormning), has the female lead
in an unconventional role —
that of an urban educated
woman who was more commit-
ted to her profession that to

her .
mﬂ.nh-mwu
the heroine of 36 chowringhee

tion to Australia

late in her life, she hates the
idea of going away because
India has been her home ever
since she can remember. She
adjusts -and finally
chooses to live with her lone-
liness, her cat and her old age

rather than migrate to a mate-
rially affluent foreign land.

The character is ue in
having crossed the stereotypi-
cal boundaries of youth, ge-
netic Indianness, ethnicity of
language and custom an
expected marital status

in an exclustvely ' school
where all the teachers were
women. It was

woman school teacher than
those of & man."

In Ms. Sen's second direc-

stitutions. Yet throughout
much of Asia, women have
limited access to credit.
Lacking collateral, they are
scen as poor credit risks;
normally seeking small loans,
they are not as atiractive as
large borrowers. Ofien flliter-

are excellent credit risks,
often better than men. The
IFAD su Grameen Bank
in Bang] : has pro-
vided loans to over hall a mil-
llon destitute and often land-
less women, has

rate of over 95% and a
clientele of over 85%. The
Production Credit for Rural
Women Project In

repayment rate is the

of Kathmandu, took out two
loans — one of 120 rupees
(USS3) to buy a beehive and

"
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Hand tilling without using animals is still in vogue i
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Centre and the Malay
Minist of Welfare

Nat Unity, the Regional
Consultation the Economic

Like the meetings,
the Consultation in Kuala

key
ences and ideas related to as-

N

_
Economic Advancement of Rural
Women in Asia

zlhﬂt.hw.l
level Consultation of ex-
perts will meet in Rome
consolidate the findings of the
h“-f - for the
purpose rafliing a
Declaration and Guidelines for
Action. These, in turn, will be
submitied to a Women's
Summit scheduled for 2§
February 1992 in Brussels. The
Summit, inftiated by a number
of decply concerned and
Mtlrunfth-oﬂd.
will be held under the High
Patronage of Queen Fabiola of
the Beigians.
~— the suffering, de-
spair not infrequent anger
it — must be eradicated.
A in which one-fifth of
the entire population — far, far
more in regions — do not
m;umw
clothes to wear and inadequate
shelier is both a disgrace and a
time bomb. Efforts are being
made to ensure that all people
bave the chance to live pro-
ductive lives of dignity. Rural
women in Asia and all other
regions of the globe have
crucial role to play in eliminat-
ing hu and poverty. But
Emmtﬁ:ﬂ-
tention support they need,
the grim shadow of poverty
-ﬂmumﬂ.m-
ing more and more bodies and
souls, and darkening the future
for all.
Courtesy : IFAD.

nthonmharnpqrtafthnuﬁuntry.

More Land Needed

To Support Nepal's
Growing Population

, progress of Lhis initiative has

been very disappointing and
has resulted in the delay of as-
sistance for population activi-
ties [rom several donors.

Even agencies generally
sympathelic to the Himalayan
kingdom, like the United
Nations population Fund
(UNFPA), have dclayed Lhe
granl of f[inancial and technical
assistance because such help
appcars lo have resulted only
in the creation of glamorous
jobs.

UNFPA's first country pro-
gramme was launched in 1980
with US 8$26.5 million in assis-
tance. The second programme

younger family friend with
whom she has an affair.

The affair has long been
over when it was exposed, but
her loved ones abandon her
ust the same. Shocked and

she attempts suicide but
is thwarted by her family.

In the end, she gathers
courage and realises that she
must live for herself, on her

own terms. The only person

who understands her is her
grownup daughter.

That the woman's search or
independence had to be made
in this manner shocked the
sensibilities of middle-class
audiences. Nevertheless,
Parama stands out as a strong
indictment of the double stan-
dards of feudal seciety that
Eld:t even in a so-called ur-

and progressive setting,

“The people who have re-
acted harshly to the film, I am
afraid, are who consider
it a threat to the male-domi-
hﬂtﬂd system." says Director

Wum::g:ﬂ; is also

by Mahesh Bhatt, a rising star

by Jan Sharma

should have been lnu.ncl'ted in
1986 bul had to be dclayed
until J this ycar.

The level of UNFPA assis-
tance Lthis ycar was cxpccted
to be double that of the initial
programme. |lowever, because
of a lack of good projcct pro-
posals, the recent UNFPA as-
sistancc was kepl at just US 89
million.

A major sharc ol this new

'fundlng is c¢xpected Lo, be

spenl on the preparation of
the population census for
1991.

Jerrold Berke, resident
rcpresentalive of the UN
Devclopment Programme

in Indian cinema, it deals with
the cracks within a marriage.
These cracks are not so visi-
ble, but suddenly the couple
discover they had changed.

The husband wants out of the
marriage to be with another
WOIMAn.

Abandoned, the wife learns
to live by herself and to be
strong enough to an-
other relationship. Inevitably
the husband comes back but,
untypically of the Indian
housewife, she refuses to ac-
cept him because she has
learned to live without him.

Similarly, the other
woman's eyes get opened to
the weaknesses of man

A.lltlpmjed:ingltmngthlnth;
film is a prostitute who finds
mtm wrong with offerigg
her to a man who can pay
her price.

A new woman director,
Kalpana Lajmi, is undoubtedly
adventurous with her film
called Ek Pal (One Moment)
which shows the exercise of

:“th He accepts child
um.nwh*hndnd-
sion and honesty. film was
acclaimed as one of the boldest
films dealing with the sexual
rights of a woman -
Depthnews

(UNDP) and who s in charge
of UNFPA activitics in Nepal,
said that despile the poor in-
frastructure in the country, re-
sults of the population pro-
gramme have been . gencrally
good.

However, he siressed that it
is Ume for Nepal, one of the
world’'s poorest countrics, Lo
critically “cvaluale past per-
formancc and revise its popu-
lation stralegy” in order Lo
make it betler scientifically

and pragmatically.

“In the coming two ycars, a
main Lask will be (o work out a

well articulaled proposal for

the next countlry programme,”
Mr. Berke said.

The United States Agency
for Inlernational Development
(USAID) is complementing
UNFPA’s cllorts. So far, it has
spent. US 836.8 million for
contraccplive supplics., wages
and child survival programmes.

In the past, Nepal's popula-
tion aclivilics have also re-
ccived US 816.6 million from
the World licalth Organisation
(WIIO) and US 837.1 million
[rom the UN Children's Fund
(UNICEF). The funds were
used mainly to pay wages and
E;r;:ﬂla of population projcel

Experts are of the opinton
that the country should give
morc cmphasis lo population
aclivitics in ils development
projects inslead of just making
them morc altraciive to for-
eign donors.

Dr Raghav Pant, a member
of the National Commission on

pulation, said Ncpal's popu-
alion is cxpecled Lo thereasc
by six million belween 1981
and 2000 cven Il the fertility
ratc is brought down- le re-
placecment level,

This Incrcase would mean
grealer demand for food, fuel-
wood and other basic nceds,
straining the country’s already
Hmited resources and Magging
economy.

Il the population conlinues
to grow al the present rale of
2.7 per cent, some two million
hectares more of land will be

needed o support the addi-

lional pcople. This means that

the country will losc all of ils
forcsis.

Forest land in the southern
plains bordering India will de- -
cline by 87 per cent. The loss
of these forests will mean se-
vere flooding In India and
Bangladesh., The [luclwood
deficit will double from the
present level of four million
lons. '
While more agriculiural
land will be needed, Nepal will
also have to incrcase its forest
land 10 mect the needs of s
burgeoning population,



