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Che Blily St ' PLO Should Join the P eace Conf
Dhaka, Thursday, September 26, 1991 - URING his seventh could have been done without uslehuddin Ahmad ways PLO. take decision
S S ce mission 1o the Mid-  war though without war hy piiingl ool s o B i W o
die East, Secretary Da Saddam's military capabilities talitarian oppression. The why PLO should not attend the an umbrella Arab League of joining the Peace Confere-
ker said — Il this opportunity could not be destroyed. The whole exercise of collecting conference once the basic delegation ZEN all con- nce though there are strong
A Task Fom for is missed, In my opinfon, the US is still this with people of one religion, irre-  clements like Palestinians’ cerned Arab countries inchad- oppositions from the leftist
Palestintans have the the support of the Security spective of their nationality, In  right to selfl determination and ing PLO will have representa- PLO groups. In case it fafls it
} meMdia n'lnltlnhulllhq-r!lnﬁn Council. one loreign place is politically pglestinian representation tives. This idea is not new to runs the risk of even being left
most.' The statement reflects Indeed, war has changed and soclally explosive. The were sorted out. As the Peace the PLO. | had the privilege to  out of the peace process. PLO
It is good to have the assurance ol the Minister "'"“:r_‘““““m:*; thmhw-;d;t;: W#ﬂhﬂfrﬂdrt:; mmmuuh—:m raise this with Mr. Farcoq should be aware of its position
under present world : ure o - thetr unwi resolutions 242 and 338 of the Quadomi, foreign minister Arab world after Gaalfl
of Information Nazmul Huda that the department (0" Foll SUCC Bl Ko leaders became alliance with the black Ethioptan UN, the UM Saell Wl Gie PLO, whoa'| et Mo 4 we. The e e
of information would be Wlm that, :’l .U:u:ﬂnlﬂmmhundtﬂnuh partners to support the US led Fallashas. Isracll Jews have no active role in the PBucharest some m i considerably. An Arab
the process, emphasis wou placed on the ttle diplomacy operation against rag. Hope, if fed up with stream new Conference, which require found him e to is a suspect another Arab
use of modern tec . Judging by his talk m in the region but no understanding, was that the Immigrants as they have al- Isracli withdrawal from the the idea as this resolves the ﬂ:.u, .,n‘hm forcibly
. time situation US would b some balance ready ecrealed tremendous oeccu lerritories, the most tion of who for the
at & the Press Information This the ring pled ques speaks thrown out “You Palestinians
deltvered meeting x is quite different for various in its blind support for Isracl strain on present resources important issue is covered. PLO. To conform to the idea of are like AIDS. We should put a
- :::D’l on Tuesday, :m‘ﬂ Huda’'s Tﬂﬂﬂhﬂ and embark on a negotiated and [lacilities. Soviet Jews, warning sign on you so no one
0 issues involved very much on war and settlement leading to Isracli Fallashas, Israeli and will teuch - uwaiti
the t track. What Is important is to translate | collapse of the Soviet empire ' withdrawal from occupied Arab nearly 1.8 million Palestinians The Palestinian National Council, now in session in reportedly t:;“'. ;l:tﬂnhn
this MWMMWMdI dmﬂul!:h:mhanﬂh:: lnnd.Pttn:rntﬂu:hlknuw Ln mﬂtgm and Algiers, is expected to take the final decision. after his arrest in July at &
comprehensive programme covering the entire | UN Security Councll the tradi.  work with the important Arab  social voleano.The US should P e vu, i would be in favour of joining the Peace  check point. All these make
media ﬂ'w tional aflairs of vetoes and countries with a view to find- take this aspect inlo serious CW"" m_tz' '::;E:g ,:"“"
In such a programme, the emphasis should |counter-vetoes by opposing ing overall peace and security consideration while giving aid out of the peace process, Israel
really be placed on communication at the grass- I}Ip;rml'lx rm;.u in the region. The US now can and loan lees for build- Th]tU!l should find no diffi- scparate and dircct negotia-  wil] rejoice as it would not
ol history. new vicl use some Arab soil for landing Ing more Jewish setllements cully in agreeing, in principle, tions, these Arab countries’ (... about West Bank
roots level. In other words what is important is Union is at present at the of its forces and also storing fts in the occupied territories. to right of seil determina- representatives under Arab .4 Q,':t‘ all in the Peace
to pay iIncreased attention to the development of mercy of the west led by the heavy military equipment. Soviet Union also should take tion but it might ask for non- League can form separate Conference It would suft its
the community press which is functioning, not | US for its own survival — food Thus Bush administration necessary sieps to help the application of the right im- country ps like Syria W‘;ﬂlﬂﬂ'ﬂm
with much success in several district towns of |[food is the only cry there. mediately alter the proposed group, -Palestine group negotiations keeping the Arabs
the counry.” Being owned by the private sector, | 122 1w pacicay'nc mere  PLO should be aware of ifs position in the Arab i wiirunl e ol s S oo e eyt ok el
a
e e e B e B e 1 ~— .l iyt T AR L T T T
- . any dou use . wou adminis
However, there may be ways for the authorities to ;lﬁtl deep ;fll-nr::'u":r the S S % Beviét d ARC mﬂ““ﬂﬂkz r. a forme: te the po PLO indeed go for a
power . Gulfl war foun t Ilsrael's strategic vie ews within viet terrorist leader, is total Otherwise, the Arabs negotiat- diplomatic offensive fully sup-
provide assistance, as dlt:HMl fmn;)ﬁ;:pcr;ml?s E‘; became a reality and that also importance was reduced to Union so thal they do not feel against talking to the PLO .I’. ing as completely separate the US initiative play-
the community press. ere, possi Yy siou took place in the name of the almosl zero. insecure any more in their he, unfortunaiely, terms PLO delegations without the coor- m role in the
explored for giving the community press addi- | UN though was commanded by Isracl is a good friend of the own country. as a "terrorist organisation”. dination of the common posed peace By
tional government advertising. It should also be | the US. All these happened as  US but is also a big financial - So far as the Peace Con- The PLO, the sole nta- objectives may fall into this it will nothing In-
possible for the authorities to support newspa- the UN control was passed on ability. Despite being the ference is concerned, PLO's tive of the Palestinian people trap. Isracl may offer some- deed, the chances of gain 1s
pers — mostly weeklies — published from the dis- biggest US aid recipient, its reactions appear. Chairman and recognised by so to one and good. It is an “historic oppor-

to the nlh:wr— the
US which necessary
support from the other per-
manent members. China joined

the chorus in the UN Security

countries around the :ﬁ
can not be a “terrorist organt-
sation”.

However, this problem can

Aralat earlier said - the US
proposals have positive
clements but these are insuffi-

cient. While addressing the

demands were ever increas-

ing— billions of dollars for set-
tling Jewish immigrants in the
occupied lerrilories. Settle-

nothing to others and thus
achieve Isracl strategy of case
by case considerations as it did

with Egypt — saying this much

trict towns by making bulk purchases of these
publications for distribution among rural popula-
tion. However much will depend on what these

mns Council because of its past ment building for Jews is not Palestinian National Council be overcome havi the this time and rest in the next US handles peace process
F;:hﬂcavt:::at:m TEI':T i thﬂ{ L':ed;tljﬂi_‘ial e ' deed in Tlananmen Square; it at all a humanitarian issue; Arafat said, "PLO would coop- proposed JnI:{ Jurd:l"dln- conlerence. Shamir already’ the
our ere an urgent n or revamping | .. 4 10 get out of that mess.  Ethiopian Jews are not politi- erate in American cfforts to Palestinian delegation. PLO  spoke in those terms. The author, a former
the materials which appear in these publications. Of course, nobody denies that cally perseculed people and hold a Middle East peace con- may accept this as the The Palestine National Secretary and Ambassador,
Nazmul Huda who has called for use of “people Gull war di overturn  today the Jews in the Soviet ference.” Another PLO leader Palestinian representatives in  Council which is now in ses- writes on national and (nterna-

orfented information® in the media, would cer-

tainly agree that the community press — indeed
the media as a whole — should put together the
latest information and ideas on family planning,
health care, education, environment and such
other issues which, we fear, are yet to receive ad-
equate attention from the media.

Another issue that should be addressed by the
new minister of information relates to the state of
health of the industry as a whole. In our view, a
great deal remains to be done by the authorities
as well as by the industry itself to give this all im-
portant sector an increased financial strength. It
may be a good idea for the owners of newspapers
and news agencies, journalist union and the min-
istry of information to set up a high powered
think tank which can identify the issues which
hinder the growth of the press in Bangladesh —
the print media as well as radio, TV network.
The same think tank, functioning as a task force,
should also offer answers to the problems facing

Saddam's aggression but this said — there was no reason

Union are no longer under to- the jeint delegation would al- sion in Alglers is expected to

Cuba at Bay as Gorbachev Takes Out his Troops

UBA may have beaten
the United States for
the first time ever in
| the recent Pan-American
Games, but the disintegration
of the Soviet Union has now
left Cuba facing a much more
serfous kind of game —
survival.

Fidel Castro's Caribbean
island republic is one of the
few countries left proudly
waving the banner of socialism.
The question now arises
whether this tiny nation can
survive the dramatic demise of
its main ally.

Since the 1959 Cuban revo-

Luis Tricot writes from Santiago, Chile

of national pride not to be
found anywhere else in Latin

Cuban Solidarity

Mikhail Gorbachev’s announcement that
the Soviet "training brigade” of 11,000
troops is to be withdrawn from Cuba has
effectively ended the military protection
which has existed since the 1962 Cuban
missile crisis brought the world to the
brink of nuclear war.

Castro’s survival challenge

with "Petrol for Cuba Now”
campaigns. The US invasion of
Panama two years ago is still
fresh in the minds of many
Latin Americans, who fear that
US victory in the Gulf War and
the collapse of the Soviet
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wonder, then, that there is a
sense of national pride.
At a speech delivered

revolution, and particularly
Castro, command much popu-

In the t ; .
i n past century and a |

the iIndustry

as a whole. This should be only the

first step in the long journey that lies ahead for

the press in Bangladesh.

Vestiges of Barbarism

Jamila jumped into the Karotoa river along
with her three daughters in a package suicide at-

tempt. Villagers from nearby localities could res-
cue the mother and the eldest child but the two
others, aged 11 and 9, drowned. All the four were
going without food for days. Jamila wanted to
spare her children the pains of hunger and her-
sell wanted to escape the realities which had
been particularly hard on her.

Cases of poverty-induced desperation take
place every minute of the day in this poorest na-
tion of all. They hardly make news. Jamila's case
is different. She had a home and a husband and

the family was eking out a modest living all

right.

But Jamila consecutively gave birth to three
daughters. This was too much. She wasn't any-
more worth having in the house. She was pushed

out on the roads

by husband Nurul Islam for her

crime of failing to bear a son child.

The scenario so far is

not quite unfamiliar.

Jamila could now find work or try to get a divorce
and marry someone else. Wife-abandoning hus-
bands are an ubiquitous species in the impecu-
nious strata of the society — second in [requency
to only the wife-bashers. Nurul Islam did some-

thing

more than that. Together with Jamila he

drove out of home his own daughters — all three
of them. This pathological misogynist must have a
son for a child — or none. Didn't this son-maniac
know that he was pushing all four to a certain
death? In most of our sleepy villages a near
famine condition is prevailing for years. Jamila
now couldn't find work nor could she go hunting
for another husband or, in the last resort, sell
herself into prostitution even if she was forced to
— with three quite grown-up daughiers.

She begged for food for some time. Then they
started starving. Then she made the only choice

now open to her — to die.
Two questions

remain to be answered. The

youngest daughter — who is now no more — was
nine-year-old. How come Nurul Islam refrained
from having another go for a son all these years —

and take action nine

years after the birth of his

third daughter? It is quite possible that he has

been torturing Jamila throughout the period of

time — and denied Jamila the chance to have an-
other try for a son. Then one day Jamila found it
unbearable and Islam did a kindly job of driving
out the woman who begets only women.

What will now happen to Jamila and her surviv-
ing daughter? Will Nurul Islam be shamed into

them back — through social pressure?

Does he deserve that? If society gets down to ac-

tion — it should better pillory
cate him. But there is sign enough in the story
that in many areas of our land society — in the
sense it was understood so long in the villages —
has ceased to be. While we appeal to the sense of

Islam and not pla-

' philanthropy of our townsfolk to come to their

‘help we can't help wondering
of barbarism and inhumanity that still infest our
sacial fabric as we knock on the door of the 21st

about the

means — including the disas-
trous Bay of Pigs mercenary
invasion — to overthrow Cas-
tro's government

The US economic blockade
has been in force for over 30
years and costs the Cuban
economy $600 million annu-
ally. Yet Latin America's only
socialist state has so far man-
aged not only to survive, but
also to accomplish important
social goals.

However, while the gov-
ernment’'s achievements in the
fields of health, education and
scientific research are recog-
nised the world over, it is evi-
dent that little could have
happened without the helping
hand of the Soviet Union.

Three-quarters of Cuba's
trade {s carried out with the
USS (Union of Sovereign
States, the former USSR), on
very favourable terms. The
Soviet would often pay above
market price for Cuban sugar,
the country's main produce
and export food. Cuba would
also acquire Soviet oil at con-

cessionary prices.
This preferential treatment

ended socon aflter Mikhail
Gorbachev's persetroika re-
forms in the Sovict Union. The

reform meant, among other
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things, a dramatic drop in the
supply of Soviet petroleum,
raw materials, machinery,
spare parts and foodstufls
coming from the USSR and
former eastern bloc countries.
The increasingly protec-
tionist stance of Western
nations, particularly the Euro-
pean Community (EC), and a
drop in world sugar prices has
already hurt Cuba. It has also
been denied access to new
loans from the West since
1985, even though the Cuban
economy has shown a sus-
tained growth throughout the
Eighties — in sharp contrast
with the rest of Latin America.
Cuban authorities have
always been painfully aware of
the country's structural
fragility and its dependence on
exports of sugar, its main
product. This has left it at the
mercy of world prices.
For 10 years the govern-
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ment has been trying to diver-
sify the economy and encour-
age non-traditional exports in
order to obtain much-needed
hard currency denied by
Western banks.

It has achieved relative suc-
cess in the production and
export of citrus f[ruit, steel
products, non-electrical ma-
chinery and, above all, in the
area of biotechnology.

Cuban scientists have suc-
cessfully developed a wvaccine
against Meningitis type B and,
since 1986, the Centre for
Genetic Engineering and
Biotechnology has made a sig-
nificant contribution to the de-

velopment of world medicine
and science. There are 156
scientific and technological
centres in the country, em-
ploying 30,000 people.

All this has been achieved
despite the US blockade. No

i

recently in Matanzas, 100 kilo-
metres east of Havana, Castro
said : "We are more intelligent
than weapons and more intel-
ligent than those who possess
them."”

But how will Cuba survive
after the disbanding of the
world's socialist camp?

In 1982, it passed a special
law to attract foreign capital
and there has been some suc-
cess in the development of a
tourist industry, particularly in
joint ventures with Spanish
investors. But Cuba's position is
precarious.

George Bush, the US
President, recently com-
mented sarcastically: "Some-
one in Cuba is sweating blood
over what's going on in the
Soviet Union.” For his part,
Russian Republic President
Boris Yeltsin has said that all
aid to Cuba must be stopped
immediately.

The problem is not only
economic, but political and
ideological as well. In the face
of the collapse of world com-
munism, Cuban communists
are working hard to transform
their fourth party congress, to
be held in October, into an
active instrument for the
defence of socialism.

The Communist Party, the
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Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed

with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.

Pseudonyms are accepted.

However, all communica-

tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

address.

Idle thought !

Sir, The spirit of your 'sky-
rending congrats’' for Mirzapur
Cadet College and Mymensingh
Girls' Cadet College (18.9.91)
for their equally 'sky-kissing'
results in SSC examination this

| year s understandable. You

touched on a matter which
bewildered impartial watchers
of the trend of examination re-
sults in our country. In 'good
old days' we saw and rejoiced

| how top positions in the ma-

triculation examinations, con-
ducted by Calcutta University,

were surprisingly scattered all
over the then Bengal, Assam
and part of Orissa and not con-
centrated or localised as we
find these days. As a student of
a distinguished person who

Im born at Narsinghdi and

stood first in Matriculation
examination of Calcutta

University, | also take pride in

the brilliant results of our stu-
dents who are the future
hopes of this problem-ridden
country. Incidentally, it has
become customary with many

newspapers to publish pho-
tographs of students who top
the merit list, accompanied
by parents. | am inclined to
feel that a single- column bust
photograph of the boy or girl,
certainly front paged, would
have been more pleasant to
look at instead of the ones
showing them on 'sofa’ clus-
tered by beloved parents on
most occasions. That perhaps
would be more sophisticated
and majestic. This is just an
idle thought, with malice to
none |

Abdul Kader

Purana Paltan, Dhaka.

Another day

Sir, My warmest congratula-
lions to Ms Aasha Mechreen
Amin on her article "Just
Another Day” in your estcemed
paper of the 17th.

It certainly gives you an in-
sight into the stark recalities
onc faces in this sprawling

melropolis. A [ew more arti-
cles on this and similar
themes may find humans lay-
ing eggs or il this is a biologi-
cal impossibility you may find
(at least) motorists being a lit-
tle more civic minded and
slopping at zebra crossings to
enable pedestrians to cross at
pceace instead of doing a
nightmarish dash across the
road literally taking their lives
in their hands.

You may even optimistically
hope that your privacy will be
respected and you will not be
asked : a) What rent you pay for
your Banani residence? b) How

many servanis do you have or
how much do you pay them? ¢)
Why is il that you have only one
nI:hild? d) How is your conjugal
ife?

A Reader

Children

Sir, Children are the future
citizens of a country; they will
take-over responsibilities of
the nation. Hence, it implies
upon the State to ensure

proper environment for the
healthy growth and develop-
ment of all children.

Unfortunately, majority of
the children in our country are
leading an insecure and sub-

standard life. Some of them ~

are even subjected to frequent
torture and oppression. The
heinous child-traders are also
making brisk business with our
children. Many children have
so far been smuggled out of the
country. The poor and rootless
children who are trying to
earn their livelihood by polish-
ing shoes, selling groundnuts
or flowers etc. are not getting
proper protection and patron-
age [rom the side of the au-
thorities. Police frequently in-
terrupts the business of inno-
cent children either by chas-
ing or catching them.

As far as | can remember,
Bangladesh had signed the in-
ternational commitment for
the protection of the chil-
dren's ts. It is the respon-
sibility of the national govern-
ment to extend proper care to
and ensure protection of all
children. 1 think, certain laws
should be passed in the par-
liament prohibiting oppression
of children and the law enforc-
ing agencies may be
with some well-defined codes
for dealing with the cases of
children. The Child Adoption
Temporary Order of 1972 may
be re-introduced after neces-
sary revision.

M. Zahidul Haque

Assistant Professor,
Bangladesh Agricultural Insti-
tute, Dhaka-1207.

lar support.
CLLII may complain
they do so openly — about the
scarcity of goods, rationing
cards and corruption, but
some are prepared to give
their lives for the revolution.
Half the country's popula-
tion is under 25, so the revo-
lution — and its extensive
health, education, housing and
welfare programmes — is all
they know. They have a sense

OPINION

half, the US has carried out
nearly 200 interventions in
Latin America. Little wonder
that some worry about Cuba's
future — and whether it will be
able to determine that future
itself. — GEMINI NEWS

LUIS TRICOT is a Chilean
journalist writing and broad-
casting on Latin American
affairs.

Offset Printing Inks

We take the liberty to bring
to light some of the many ill
eflects of the price restriction
imposed on the import of
Printing Ink (Offset).

The new Im Policy
dated June 28,1991 an-
nounced in the Government
Gazette dated July 30,1991,
bans the import of Offset
Printing Inks valued at less
than US$ 2.50 per Ib C&F. On
the other hand, offset printing
inks of Chinese manufacture of
international standard are
available at US$ 1.23 to US$
1.43 per |b C& F Bangladesh
port. Similarly, "Coates” brand
offset printing ink made in
India also of international
standard is available at rates

ng below US$ 1.52 per Ib
C&F Benapole. Simflar prices
obtain in the Republic of Korea
also. From the above, it is evi-
dent that nowhere in the
world, the price of printing
iﬂk is as high as US$ 2.50 per

It is arguable that this has
been done in order to protect
the local industry. But that
could easily have been
achieved by [ixing a high tarifl
value for Customs purposes
while permitting import of off-
set printing inks at any price
— as has been done in the case
of Duplex Paper, for example.

Moreover, we would like to
dwell on the results of such
protectionism. The Ilocally
manufactured "Hooghly" brand
offset printing ink sold @ Tk
80.00 per one |Ib tin. Then the
price began to rise steadily,
and now it is in the range of
over Tk 140.00 per Ib. As
such, the restriction on the

Amport of offset printing inks

has only benefited the local
producer who is now able to
amass huge profits from a cap-
tive market.

But there are other losses
tco. The businessmen of
Bangladesh are not bereft of
intelligence. They know how
to circumvent the rules. They
will import from China, Korea,
India and or other countries at
C&F costs well below the pre-
scribed limit, but the import
invoices will be for US$ 2.50
or above; they will later realise
the difference from their sup-

pliers in foreign currency.
Thus a large amount of hard- |
earned foreign currency will
simply disappear into the
black money market, causing
loss of foreign exchange to the
country.

Secondly, the plight of the
innumerable users of offset
printing ink has not been
considered while the authori-
ties concerned appear to be
very very sympathetic to the
printing ink industry.
Thousands of printers, pub-
lishers and manufacturers of
packaging materials will have
to enhance their prices. Thus,
in order to enable one or two
ink manufacturers to garner
huge profits, the present im-
port policy will make millions
to pay more.

It is quite well known that
packaging materials made of
paper or paperboard and
printed according to the offset
process with offset ink consti-
tute the majority of such prod-
ucts; and the authorities are
also very well aware that more
than hall of such packaging
materials (in terms of value)
are used by 100% export-ori-
ented industries, such as gar-
ments and frozen seafood. As a
result of this price restriction
in the price of imported oflset
printing ink, the cost of our
exportable goods — es
garments and sealood whic
are high growth industries ~—
will be enhanced and so they
will become less competitive
in the international

Considering, therefore, all
the above [actors, the said
price restriction will adverscly
affect the country's economy in
scveral ways create havoc
for our industry and export
trade.

it is, therefore, requested
that the matter is taken with
all seriousness by the authori-
ties concerned, and the re-
striction rescinded, while at
the same time measures for

rotecting the local industry

fixing a reasonably high tar-
value for customs purposes

is also taken.

Md Abed All
Khuina



