Come 10 CHITTAGONG Come 10

[ BANGKOK THAI RESTAURANT |

The House of Peace & Rest, The Place of High Class.

We Cordially invite you to try our Beautifully

prepared ond Beoautifully presented authentic
THAI CUISINE ond SEAFOOD in the cosy
atmosphere of o LOVELY HOUSE.

1443 ASIAN HIGHWAY ROAD, NASIRABAD,
CHITIAGONG. RSVP CALL TEL: 226803
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Foreigners in Zaire
jammed planes and bo-
| ats as European soldi-
ers led evacuation
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Article '

I PLO should join the
peace conference. It

should be aware of its
position in the Arab

world. After Gulf war
negotiation appears

| as only option
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| Development

Economic Advance-
ment of Rural wo-
men in Asia
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Metropolitan

' Dhaka Day by Day

IJmE] Ahmed is all out
to please the viewer
with no ambition of
trying to instruct
or guide
Page 3

Business

The USA has continued
to be the main export
market of Bangladesh

while Singapore has
emerged as the major

of the year is,

and crew salety on

board " The day will also
be observed in the cities
ulna, re-

of Chittagong and
BSS.
Four electrocuted
in Mymensingh
From BAU Correspondent
MYMENSINGH, Sept 25 :
Four persons were electro-
cuted at Fulpur Sadar upazila
last night. Moinuddin was
clectrocuted (15) when he
came in touch of a torn elec-
tric wire near the local power

development office late
might. His mother

‘ Justice Shahabu
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Presidential poll: BNP fields Biswas, Awami League Badrul Haider Choudhury, Mokbul Hossain

@The Baily Star
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(Left) LGRD Minister and BNP Secretary General Abdus Salam Talukder submitting nomination papers for Abdur Rahman Biswas and (nght} Awami League leader Abdus Samad
Azad submfttt:mg that for Badrul Hmder Chowdhury to the Chief Election Commissioner at the Election Commission office Wednesday.

Nomination papers of three
candidates — Abdur Rahman
Biswas, Justice Badrul Haider
Chowdhury and Al-Haj Mogbul
Hossain — were submitted to
the Chiefl Election Commi-
ssfoner Justice MA Roufl on
Wednesday for election to the
post of President.

The Standing Committee of
the Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) in a meeting at
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia's
secrctariat office earlier in the
morning formalised the nomi-
nation of Abdur Rahman
Biswas.

Abdur Rahman Biswas who
held the post of Speaker of the
Jatiya till Wednesday
morning had submitted his
resignation as Speaker before
the submission ol his nomina-
tion . Act President
in Ahmed

accepted his resignation.

The nominations of Justice
Badrul Haider Chowdhury and
Mogbul Hossain were engi-
neered by the Awami League.
AL sources say they have called
a meeting of Opposition par-
ties represented in Parliament
this morning to put Justice
Chowdhury as the consensus
candidate of the Opposition.

The scrutiny of nomination
papers will be held at the
Election Commission today
(Thursday) at 10am, according
to an earlier announcement.

Mogbul Hossain a to
be AL's alternative candidate in
case the move to make Justice
Badrul Haider Chowdhury a
consensus candidate fails.

However, AL leaders said
that this was not true. AL nom-
ince Mogbul Hossain lost to
BNI™s Zamiruddin Sircar in

By Staff Correspondent

_the last by- election in a Dhaka

Khandakar Delwar Hossain,
Chiel Whip of the BNP in par-

Abdur Rahman Biswas : |

have been nominated by
BNP

Badrul Haider Choudhury
Premdent:y should not be
pohtmsrd

AL joins race at last momen

liament and member of the

party's standing committee
told newsmen that their deci-

sfon to' nominate Abdur
Rahman Biswas was unani-
mMous.

Two senior standing com-
mittee members Mirza Golam
Hafiz and Dr Badruddoza
Chowdhury were not present
at Wednesday's meeting of the
standing committee.

BNP sources said that the
two leaders had told the party
leadership that they would
abide by decision of the stand-
ing committee and Dr
Badruddoza Chowdhury was
subsequently made a proposer
in one of the five nomination
papers submitted in favour of
Abdur Rahman Biswas.

The BNP nominee is certain
to win the election since the
party now has an absolute ma-

— Star photo

jority (170 seats out of 330) in
the Parliament.

Strengths of other parties
in the Parliament are : Awami
League 92, Jatiya Party 35,
Jamaat 20, Communist Party of
Bangladesh 5, JSD (Siraf),
NAP, NDP, Workers Party,
Gonotantri Party and Islami
Oikya Jote one each and two
independents.

Dr Badruddoza Chowdhury
is the proposer and Works
Minister Rafiqul Islam Mia the
seconder of the first nomina-
tion paper of Abdur Rahman
Biswas.

His second nomination pa-
per was proposed and sec-
onded by Deputy Speaker
Sheikh Razzak Ali and Works
Minister Barrister Abdus Salam
Talukdar.

Agriculture Minister Gen

See Page 12 Col. |

Food loss due to N. re g‘lon

flood stands at 8 lakh tons

The floods in the northern
region of the country will en-
tafl a total loss of about eight
lakh tons of food production in
current fiscal year, according
to a preliminary offictial
asscssment.

The loss is Hk:ly
adverse budgetary impact, ne-
cessitating more than targeted
food imports for 1991-92. The
import target was earlier set at
19 lakh tons — 17.50 lakh tons
under food aid and 1.5 lakh
tons from cash resources — for
the current fiscal year.

The import requirements
will be reassessed now follow-
ing the finalisation of the de-
tailed estimates about foodcrop
loss and production perfor-

Star Economic Report

mance in the wake of the
floods.

The concerned rnment
agencies will be ready with a
clearer picture about foedcrop
losses by the floods.

The Food Ministry is also
preparing a scparale rt on
overall food supply situation,
requirements for public food
distribution system (PFDS) and
import needs for the current
fiscal year. The report will be
considered at the meeting of
inter-ministerial Resources
Committee, due for early
October.

Concerned sources said, the
reliminary reports from the
ood-stricken arcas In the

northern parts of the country

indicated that about 10 per
cent of the targeted transplant
aman production in the region
had been damaged. Besides
aman which is the principal
rice crop in the country, other
crops and vegetables in the
flood-hit areas also suflfered ex-
tensive damages.

The preliminary assessment
showed that the aman crop
production in 9.49 lakh acres
of lands was fully or partly
damaged. Out of this arca,
standing crops on 2.21 lakh
acres were fully damaged
crops on 7.28 lakh acres were
party destroyed. Cropped area
target for transplant aman In
the country was 1.16 crore

See Page 12 Col. 8
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. Hossain and

DESA starts functioning Oct 1

The Dhaka Electric Supply
Authority (DESA) will start
functioning on commercial
basis on October |1, reports
UNB.

An agreement to this eflect
was signed last night after a
"satisfactory” discussion be-
tween the government and the
union leaders of the Power
Development Board, an official
handout said.

Energy and Mineral Resour-
ces Minister Dr. Khandker
Mosharralf Hossain signed the
agreement on behall of the
government.

President of Bangladesh
Jatiya Bidyut Sramik-Karma-
chari Union Kazi Mosharrafl
Secretary
Zalrul Hasan, Bangladesh
Bidyut Sramik Union President
Rashid Ahmed Chowdhury and
General Secretary Abdus Salam

Bangladesh Bidyut Board

arnmlk Karmachari Union
President Golam Rahman and
General Secretary Saidur
Rahman, Ba sh Bidyut
Unnayan Jattya Sramik-
Karmachari Union Acting
President Shafi Ahmed Khan
and General Secretary Jahir
Ahmed and Jatiya Sramik
President Enamul Hagq
General Secretary
Abdus Samad Dewan signed
the agreement on behalf of the
urdons.
in the agreement. some
specific demands of workers
and employees of the Power
Development Board were ac-
cepted in principle and some
others were assured active
consideration.
Secretary o the of
Energy and Mineral Resources
Azimuddin Ahmed, Chatrman

of Power Development Board
mmmm
Chairman Syed Qamrul Alam
and other concerned offlicials

were present.
DESA launching was de-

ferred several times in the [ace
of stiflf opposition from the
PDB trade union bodies.

Consequent upon the

decision of the Bangladesh
Sangbadpatra Parishad

(BSP) the price of The
Daily Star is fixed at Tk

4.00 only from today

(Thursday).
— Managing Editor
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Blswas thanks
BNP leaders

and workers
By Staff Correspondent

BNP's presidential candi-
date Abdur Rahman Biswas
said on Wednesday he was
thankful to all leaders and
members of the party for nom-
inating him ‘to the highest
posL’

In response to a congratula-
tion, the 62-year old politician
said “this should be limited to
the fact that | have only been
nominated by BNP.”" He re-
ferred to the [act that there

were other contenders and the

election was yet to be held.

Soflt-spoken Abdur Rahman
Biswas was BNP's law and par-
llamentary allairs secretary
before he was elected speaker
of the fifth parliament.

A veteran ol the Language
Movement, Abdur Rahman
Biswas was clected a member
ol then East Pakistan provin-
cial assembly Iin 1962 and
1965

Makbul may
withdraw, says
his proposer

Awami League MP Shajahan
Khan, proposer of Alhaj

Makbul Hossain, has said if
necessary, his proposed can-
didate would withdraw candi-
dature abiding by party deci-
sion in support of former
Chiel Justice Badrul Haider
Chowdhury contesting the
October B presidential elec-
tion, reports UNDB.

Shajahan Khan proposed
Makbul Hossain's name as a
candidate for the post of
President and [iled nomination
papers for him with the
Election Commission yester-

ety

. Haider

I'm an indepen dent
candidate : Badrul

By Moinuddin Naser

Former Chief Justice Badrul
Chowdhury has
asseried that he is an inde-
pendent candidate for the post
of president of the republic.

'l am not an Awami League
candidate but rather an inde-
pendent one and | am contest-
ing the election to uphold na-
tional unity.” He said this yes-
terday while talking over
phone with this correspon-
dent.

Badrul Haider Chowdhury
said that the post of the presi-
dent of this republic should
not be politicized for the sake
ol democracy, which should be
nurtured to put it on firm foot-
ing.

Justice Chowdhury, once
tipped to contest the parlia-

ment election on the BNP
ticket, and who had met
Khaleda Zia on this issue prior

to the parliament eclections |

yesterday said that he waited
till the last moment of the
submission of his nomination
papers expecting that some
one form the BNP would con-
tact him to be the presidential
candidate.

He said, "It is unfortunate
for me adding a national con-
sensus has emerged by the
establishing of democracy and
in a democracy the post of

President should be a symbol |

of unity and democracy should
be placed on a firm footing by
not politicizing the unity”.

He said that the BNP has

See Page 12 Col. 6

Hasina leaves for London today
Badrul's nomination

surprises others

By Reazuddin Ahmed

BNP presidential nominee
Abdur Rahman Biswas is un-
likely to be elected unopposed
as the former Chiel Justice
Badrul Haider Choudhyry is
determined to contest the
clection. He told The Daitly
Star that he was least con-
cerned aboul victory or defeat
in the polls as he was giving a
principled fight to record

protest against partisan polity
which is not desirable at this

| nascent stage of

!

democracy.
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) nominated Speaker

Abdur Rahman Diswas as pres-
idential candidate with a clear

majority of 170 members in a
House of 330 members. Abdur
Rahman Biswas requires 166
voltes to win the elections.
Autheoritative sources In
Jamaat-e¢-1slami, which has 20
scals in the Parliament, hinted
that the party would back
Abdur Rahman

Although his nomination

Ahmed respectively, Justice
Choudhury claimed that hl: m

not an Awami

date. | am an imlependmt
See Page 12 Col. 3

Iraq continues to hold inspectors defying UN order

NICOSIA,
fied orders

25: lrag de-
rom the UN

tinuing to hold UN inspectors
in a Baghdad compound until
they had back documents on

iraq's mnuclear weapons pro-

The 44-member nuclear
weapons team, now in their
second day of detention, spent
the night on a UN bus and in
other wehicles parked in the

, UN sources said.

The United Nations, locked
in a row with Baghdad over ac-
cess for iis inspection ieams,

‘ said on Tuesday Irag must let

the team leave immediately
with documents they had col-
lected from a Baghdad build-
ng

"No one .is threatening
force..... il they don’t comply,
we are not jusit going to go
away and do nothing, but that's
the next stage.” no Western
envoy on the Security Council
sad

The United States, in what
could be the first step towards
military action against [rag,
sent two battalions of Patriot
missiles to Saudi Arabia to

protect the country from any
Iraqi Scud missiles that might

have eluded destruction.

But the Defence Depart-
ment in Washin gave no
hint that an attack on lrag was

imminent
In Australia Prime Minister
Bob Hawke joined other

Western leaders in saying lraqgi
President Saddam Hussein was

pulhl:r his luck and risked

if he did not let the
inspectors go.
“For the lragl authorities to

of the United Nations and f
t continue o do this they
will obviously invoke the ap-
r::opﬂlte retaliatory action,”

Dlﬂd Kay, the American
leader of the UN team. has
sald the documents In dispute

contain the lete adminis
trative structure of Irag's nu
clear weapons ramme and

showed that HBaghdad was try
ing to procure nuclear matert-
als.

The United Nations, under
Gull war cecaseflire resolutions,
has a mandate o seck outl and

destroy all iraq's weapons of
mass destruction — nuclear,
chemical, biological and ballis-
tic.

Iraq has cooperated with
most of the inspection teams
but appears to have lost pa-
tience with what it sees as re-
peated violations of its
sovercignty and excessive UN
prying.

Deputy Prime Minister
Tareq Ariz said on Tuesday the
documents at the Baghdad
compound were personnel
records and completely irrele-
vant to the team's mission.

He said Kay, one of the
most forceful UN inspectors,
wad an agent for the US
Central Intclligence Agency
and the documents would end
up in the hands of the lsracli
secret service Mossad.
Washington said the accusation
was ludicrous.

The UN sources said Kay's
team arra a sleept
roster overn to ':
over Lhe heumllﬂl?q-h
have videotapes they made
during the inspection on

m—'p on page 5
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Khaleda
to attend
C'wealth
summit

Khaleda Zia is expected to lead
a 16-member Bangladesh del-

scheduled for October 16 in
Harare, reports UNB.

Officials said today F
Minister ASM Mostafizur
Rahman, on return from New
York where he is at the
UN General Assembly session,
would accompany her.

Prime Minister's en
to the 11th CHOGM at the
Zimbabwean capital will also
include new Foreign Secretary
Reaz Rahman and Director
General (10) at the Ministry of

Aflairs Ruhul Ameen.

This will be Begum Zia's
first trip abroad as head of the
government of the country un-
der the recently-introduced
parliamentary system.

Hasina, Imray
talk Indemnity

Bill, CHT matters

British and German envoys

Wednesday called on Leader of

position Sheikh Hasina

and discussed various socio-

political, economic and a

parliamentary aflairs. reports
UNB.

British High Commissioner
Colin Imray met with her at
her Sangsad Bhaban office at
11 am.

Various aspects of the ref-
erendum on the form of
ernment and Indemnity
Ordinance (repeal) Bill now
under consideration of parlia-
ment were discussed during
the meeting.

Matters of the Chittagong
Hill Tracts also came up for
discussion, her office sources
said.

The-— ~Awamt League
President told the envoy of
Britain her party would initiate
work in diflerent sectors un-
der six cells it has set up for
economic emancipation of the
people.

German Ambassador Dr.
Scholtyssek called on the
Leader of the Opposition at the
same venue at noon.

Five-Party call
to root out

terrorism
By Staff Correspondent

The Five-Party alllance at a
rally Wednesday rciterated its
call for a concerted move by
the government and the politi-
cal parties to root out terror-
ism [rom the societly, espe-
cially from the campuses.

“If terrorism centinues
unchecked, the nation will sul-
fer irreparable loss and the
government would have to bear
all the responsibility” alllance
convener Bimal Biswas, said
while addressing a rally in
front of the GPO.

Biswas, while reading out
the declaration at the rally said
a sincere effort by all con-
cerned was a must to let the
new-born parliamentary demo-

stand on farm looting,
establish democratic norms
and spirit in the society and

give democracy an institutional

Biswag felt that speeches by
leaders of polftical partics
taking stand against the men-
ace, expulsion from partics of
those found involved in terrer-
ism, recovery of unauthorised

See Page 12 Col. 2
Japan assures

continued

cooperation

NEW YORK, Sept 25 Dhaka
received an assurance of con-
tinued cooperation from Tokyo
when Minister A S M
Mostafizur had bilat-
eral talks here Tuesday with
his Japanese counterpart Taro
Nakayama, reports UNB.

Mostaliz, now I|eading
Bangladesh delegation to the
UN General Assembly session,
had also discussions with his

counterparts from Jordan
Indonesia and other

taries on matters of in-
lerest.

The Foreign Minister
thanked Japan fts generous
assistance in the industrialisa-
tion process of had
its economic

Jordanian Minister
Dr. Abdullah Nsour the
new of

Mostafiz about the recent
political developments.



