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KUSHTIA

Eid-e-Miladunnabi
observed

Sept 24 : Eid-e-Miladunnabi

(SM) was observed here In a
" befitting manner by religious

and socio-cultural organisa-
tions through elaborate pro-
grammes, reports UNBD.

The p mes included
milad- . Iiterary contest,
seminars, um and dis-
cussion on the life
and teachings of the holy

het (SM) of Islam.

angladesh Islamic
Foundation a weck-
long programme to mark the
occasion with due respect and
religious fervour.

In the seminars and sym-
posia organised by Islamic
Foundation and Bangladesh
Shishu Academy, life and
teachings of the great Prophet
(SM) were discussed in the
context of present day world.

Speakers expressed the
mol’ view that the teach-
{ the Prophet can
um bring about an ita-
tion-free society which Hazrat
Muhammad (SM} had envi-
sioned.

Islamic Foundation held a
literary contest among the

children on the occasion.
Kushtia Courtpara Baro Sharif
held a milad mahifil where a
large number of people took
part.

Deputy Commissioner of the
district Syed Hafiz Ahmed at-
tended a milad mahfil held at
Kushtia Collectorate
Conference Hall on the occa-
sion.

GAIBANDHA

Father, son
electrocuted

Sept 24 : Father and son of
village Kismat Balua In
Kholahati union of Sadar
Mm met a Ingc end while

were going for fishing in
the river Ghagot, reports UNB.

According to police,
along with his

One killed in
road mishap

Sept 24 : A man was
crushed to death and two
others sustained injuries in a
road mishap nur_arn‘;l:;Hpurm
Brahmanbaria highway
Saturday, reports UNB.

According to witnesses, the

incident took place when a
Brahmanbaria bound coach
(No-1951) rammed into a
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MAULVI BAZAR

BUPSA executives
From Our Correspondent

Sept 24: The conference of
the Maulvi DBazar district
branch of Bangladesh Union
Parishad Sccrelaries
Association [BUPSA) was held
the Maulvi Bazar Town Hall re-
cently.

The conflercnce was
presided over by Mr. Abdul
Mukit, Secretary of Kulaura
Union Parishad.

Al the secretaries, 66
Union Parishads of Maulvi
Bazar district took part in the
conference.

A 2]1-member Executive
Committee was also elected in
the conference for the Maulvi
Bazar district branch of BUPSA
for the next year with Mr
Promesh Chandra Deb as
President and Mr Zahir Uddin
Ahmed as Secretary.

BARISAL

Jute purchase
yet to start

Sept 24 : The only Jute
Purchasin Centre at

Shikarpur nfth: district is yet

to start purchasing jute this-
scason. Personnel at the cen-

tre said were running
short of fund, reports UNB.
Besides, the centre owes
more than Tk 5 lakh to the lo-
cal jute traders as outstanding
payment for the last year.
Production of jute in the six
southern districts of Barisal,
Jhalakathi, Patuakhali, Bhola,
Borguna and Pirojpur has been
stated to be about one lakh
maunds, which is less than ex-
pected.
Jute said they were
losing interest in jute cultiva-
tion because prices went down
below the production cost.
Upazila Chairman,
Abdur Talukder said
thousands of jute growers will
be in serfous hardship if

Shikarpur Purchasing Centre
remain closed this season.

The only jute purchasing
centre for six southern dis-
tricts, had purchased about
20,000 maunds of jute during
the last season at the rate of
Tk 400 to S00 per maund.

MYMENSINGH

Seminar on
Siratunnabi

held

Sept 24 : A seminar on
Siratunnabi was a held at the
Zatnul Abedin au-
ditorium of Bangladesh
Agricultural University (BAU)
Sunday evening, reports UNB.
The seminar was preceded
by a prize-giving ceremony
where prizes among the win-
ners of Naat-e-Rasul (SM) were
distributed.
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CHANDPUR: Havoc caused by the Meghna erosion. Photo shows two-storied girls high
school building at Puran Bazar (top), Chandpur railway station at Natun Bazar (middle)
and part of kutcha bazar (bottom).

Flood situation improving J

RAJSHAILIL, Scpt 24: Overall
flood situation in Rajshahi dis-
trict is improving fast with the
recession of waters from all
the affected arcas.

Official sources told BSS
that about one lakh eighty-
ceight thousand people In six
upazilas and 24 wards of City
Corporation were badly al-
fected by flood. .

Standing crops on 6423
acres were totally and 969
acres partially damaged in the
district, the source said and
added over three thousand
dwelling houses were com-

and over ten thousand
one hundred sixty partially
damaged.

The flood affected u
were Pabna,
Charghat,
Baghmara.

Five persons so far died in
the flood in the district, offi-
clals said. Water-borne dis-
cases were reported In
Baghmara upazila where three
persons died, the sources said.

Meanwhile, ment has
sanctioned T eight lakh
seventy-five thousand, one
hundred fo metric tons of
wheat and hundred and
one metric tons of rice for the
flood-hit people of the dis-
trict.

pazilas
Godagari,
Tanore and

fected people.
UNB from Kushtia says:
and the Gorai

Ganges
receding and the flood situa-
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CHANDPUR, Sept 24: The
erosion of the river Meghna at
Chandpur has taken an alarm-
ing turn
of water from the flooded areas
of the country threatening the
very existence of the river-
port. Town protection em-
bankment breached at many
points due to on rush of flood
water during the last few days.

Chandpur launch, steamer
ghats, raf station, raflway
colony are t tened by the
erosion. Many cracks have de-
veloped at several points at

rotection embankment due to

cavy pressure of water com-

E‘c% down [rom the upper re-
ns.

The last April cyclone and
tidal surge H:ﬂuug

the protection embankment
both at Natun Bazar and Puran
Bazar areas. At present,
Bangladesh Water
Development Board has under
taken a scheme to repair the
damaged portion of the em-
bankment at a cost of Taka
1.20 crore. The current repair
works are nothing but an eye
wash, said an official. As a re-
sult, the present repair works
will not be effective to check
the erosion. A permanent town
protection scheme is yet to be
taken by the government.
Meanwhile, Meghna study
work is going on in the river
side.

It may be mentioned here
that Chandpur town protection
work as initiated in 1974
when Chandpur town was
threatened by the erosion.
Accordingly a scheme was
taken under the name of
"Chandpur Town Protection
Scheme” at a cost of Taka 80
crore.

According to the plan, an
embankment from Chirarchar
to Chandpur was proposed to
be constructed and three
"Groynes” were to be made.
But only one " " was con-
structed and rest of the work
could not be implemented due
to shortage of funds. Another
scheme was taken up by the
previous government but due
to fund constraints the scheme
was postponed.

Chandpur Chamber of
Commerce urged the govern-
ment lime and again to save
Chandpur [rom the erosion on
permanent basis. Meanwhile,
Chandpur fish market, 20

business cstablishments, rail-
way yard and mosqucs have al-
ready been at Natun Bazar. A
big Hindu temple, one twe-
storied Girls High School, 30
business firms, 20 dwelling

againwith fast recessioh

National “W
jiMeghna devouring Chandpur: SOS

Correspondent

houses and a large areas were
eroded at Puran Bazar ca

a total loss of Tk 10 crore.
Fearing heavy loss Jamuna Oil
Depot, Chandpur Railway
Station authority have already
dismantled their premises.
Many panicky businessmen are
busy in dismantling their busi-
ness establishments. The over
all business transactions at
Puran Bazar have come to a
stand still. ’

It is feared that if the ero-
sion of the river Meghna con-
tinues unabated at this present
rate, the future of cen old
Chandpur Railway Station,
launch and steamer ghats,
railway police station, rest
house, Railway High School,
Chandpur Irrigation Project
will be endangered within a
few days. So the people of all
walks of life appeal to the gov-
ernment to save Chandpur
from erosfon by taking a per-
manent protection scheme.

Chamber polls held

The election of Chandpur
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry was held at its office
at Puranabazar recently.

Mr Jahangir Akhand Selim,
Director, Federation of
Bangladesh Chamber of
Commerce and Industry,
Dhaka was elected as Chairman
for the year 1991-92.

Mr Jahangir attended
Rotary International conven-
tion in America in 1988 and in
Japan in 1978. Very recently
he attended a trade promotion
scminar at Finland. Besides, he
visited France, UK and Far
East Asian countries in con-
nection with business. He is
associated with many social,
cultural and educational insti-
tutions. He is also member of
Chandpur Press Club.

Munshiganj

Munshigan| Corre-
spondent adds: The dev-
astating erosion by the
Dhaleshwari and the Jubilee
canal that flow through the
town and virtually serve as a
tributary of the Dhaleshwari
has taken a serfous turn in
Munshiganj town. The plying
of engine ts through this
canal has ted the situa-
tion. As a result, a good portion
of the municipal area has been
engulfed so far.

The Munshiganj bus stand-
Mukterpur ferryghat road and
the Idgah-Katakhali road are
the most seriously aflected
ones. The situation is so grave
that if steps are not taken
within a week the Idgah-

Our

from residents

Katakhali road connecting the
southern part of the district
will be cut off completely.

The position of Mukterpur
ferryghat-Munshiganj busstand
road is also in a crucial state
and it is feared to be eroded
very soon. [In that case,
Munshiganj will be discon- -
nected [rom Narayanganj and

Dhaka.

Our Shariatpur correspon-
dent writes: Erosion had taken
a r:ltrt:ul turn in Shariatpur
8 e situation is becoming
worse day by day. Many people
are leading a miserable life
owing to river erosion. Four
villages of Kachikata union of
Vedargonj upazila have already
been threatened. Three vil-
lages of Nawapara union under
Naria upazila have been swal-
lowed by the Padma.

On other hand, the his-
torical Damudya Bandar is
feared to be swallowed by the
Meghna. The road running be-
tween Damudya Bazar and
Damudya hospital has been
badly affected. Bricks are
falling into the adjacent river.
If the road is not repaired im-
med : Girls' High
School, Dak Bangalow and
many mills and shops will lose
their existence. Shariatpur
district needs emergency
protection from erosion.

Madaripur

Our Madaripur correspon-
dent says : River erosion had
become a serious problem in
greater Faridpur district de-

stroying dwellings and crop

lands along the banks.
Madaripur, Faridpur,
Shariatpur, Rajbari and

Gopalgonj have been affected
by the massive erosion.
According to reports
marginal and small farmers
have been aflected seriously.

173 arrested

under Operation
Doorbar in Feni

FENI, Sept 24 : A tolal of
173 people were arrested and
a huge quantity of arms and
ammunition were recovered
from different parts of the
district during the anti-crimi-
nal drive "Operation Doorbar”,
rcports UNB.

The recovered arms include
11 pipe guns, two revolvers,
five rounds of rifle bullets and
16 rounds of other ammuni-
tion.

tion gradually improving, the
district has n facing new
problems.

The flood aflected areas are
now threatened with crosion
and the people have been suf
fering for want of drinking wa-
ter, sufficient foodgrains, fod-
der, adequate medicines for
combatting water-borne dis-
cascs and scarcity of materials
ol construction of houses dam-
aged by flood.

The rcliefl materials and
cash grant so [ar had been too
inadequate to meet the needs
of the pecople. Hundreds ol
calticheads have died due to
serious scarcity ol fedder in
the affected arcas.

Cholera, diarrhoea and
dysentery have brokeén out in
the hit areas In an epl-
demic form. Scarcity of pure
waler has been stated o be
the main reason for the oul-
break of the diseascs.

Officials said, medical
teams were working in the
flood hit arcas to combal the
spread of the diseases. Bul the
impact of the preventive mea-
surcs has not yet been notice-
able.

Another report from
Kushtia says, almost all the
pucca roads including
Kushtia-Khulna, Kushtia-
Ishurdi and Kushtia- ur
highways have been badly dam-
aged due to recent heavy and
continuous downpour.

These roads have devel-
oped pot-holes and cracks at
several points rendering them

From Our Correspondent

tion of the roads. The traders
occupy the roadsides with un-

materials and empty
drums causing hindrance to
the movement of pedestrians
and rickshaws.

Most of the busy roads such
as Thana Road, Bat-Tala Road,
Mistipatty, Muripatty, Rice
Mahal ete are in a pitiable
condition due to ng of
roadside space by hawkers.

Sufferings of
tenants
Acute shortage of accom-

modation and increased house
rents have multiplied the

problems of inhabitants of

The middle class people
and small traders are the

unfit for all kinds of vehicles.
Transport owners have ac.

cused the authorities of indif-

ference to this problem and

demanded repair work to be
undertaken immediately.

4000 houses damaged
in Naogaon

A message from Naogaon
adds: At least 4,000 houses
have been damaged and crops
on about B.000 acres of land
were des ed in the recent
flood which affected all the |1
upazilas ol the district.

At least five lakh people
were affected and more than

two lakh people were ma-
rooned.
The badly affected upazilas

are — Naogaon, Atral,
Raninagar, Manda,
Mohadevpur, Badalgachi,

Patnitala and Dhamerighat. .
Ten educational institutions

have been damaged .

Eighty per cent of Naogaon
municipal areas including the
jaill and court premises, a
graveyard and Hindu crema-
tion ground were under water.

Road communication be-
tween Naogaon and other
upazilas were also snapped.
Roads of about 100 sqr km
were damaged totally and
about 300 sqr km partially.

So far a total of 50 lhi“tﬂ
were established where about
8,000 people had been shel-
tered.

Alhaj Md Shamsuddin, MP,
and Alamgir Kabir, MP, vistted
the flood affected areas.

Mushroom growth of stalls on
roads impede traffic movement |

worst sufferers. At present
single unit of residential quar-
ters is being let out at Taka
1200 to 1500 per month.
Besides, the house owners
rcalise advance rent from the
tenants. As a resull, many a
tenants especially the fixed In-
come groups find it difficult to
their accommodation.

Fo the accommoda-
tion crisis, a large number of
professionals both in private
and public organisations is
compelled to live in messes or

| Diarrhoea claims
24 in Pabna

PABNA, Sept 24
Waterborne discases like diar-
rhoca and dysentery claimed
54 more lives during the last
four days, raising the death toll
to 126 in the district, reports
UNB.

According to unofTicial
sources, about 6,000 people
have so [ar been attacked by
the diseases. |

I rural and urban areas

Patients coming from both
back
disappointed due to s
of beds in the hospital.

Strike by Rangpur
poura employees
passes 31st day

From Our Correspondent

RANGPUR, Sept 24: Strike
by the pourashava employees
continued for the 31st con-
seculive day today affecting

badly the residents of Rangpur
town

Citlizens are undergoing
untold sullerings for want of
waler supply, street lights,
non-cleaning of service la-
trines, drains, and clo-
sure of educational institutions
run by pourashava. The strik-
ing employees include officers,
general stall, sanitary stalfl,
teachers, peon, chowkidar and
swecpers. They went on

| strike since August 24 de-

manding immediate payment
of their eight months' arrear
salaries.

All pourashava rooms in-
cluding Chairman's chamber
have been kept under lock
and key by the striking em-

| ployees. Chairman said that

the pourashava fund is empty
duec 1o non-collection of taxes,
rents and tolls.

But the em alleged
that the authority misused
huge amount of fund.

Citizens demanded imme-
diate intervention of the

higher authorities to overcome

resent crisis of Rangpur
Rmr-}-vl and to mitigate the

5 injured in
Satkhira clash

SATKHIRA, Sept 24 : Five
were in a clash

etween supporters of

| Tk 1cr electric bill

SHERPUR, Sept 24:
Electric bills amounting to
Taka one crore has been lying
outstanding with different gov-
ernment, semi-government
and private organisations in

the district.

According to the Power
Development Board sources,
the de nt wise breakup
of the bill s — Sherpur
Pourashava— Taka 13,29,000,

Agricultural Department and
Agricultural Institution— Taka

3,565,000, Religious
De nt— Taka 4,28,000,
Telegraph and Telephone
Department— Taka 77,000,
District Administration— Taka

1,44,000, Police Department—

lying outstanding

From Our Correspondent

Taka 45.000 and Public Health
Department— Taka 3,57,000.
Besides, lllegal connections
at residential houses and shops
were attributed to high rate of
system loss. A section of dis-
honest PDB oflicials and em-
ployees are allegedly assisting

the users to consume power il-

ly.

On the otherhand, the in-
dustrial units of the district
have been Incurring huge loss
due to erratic power supply.
The sufferings ol the domestic
consumers have also multi-
plied. Power disruption at
night for hours together has
given rise to anti-social activi-

ties, people complained.

GAZIPUR, Sept 24 :
Bangladesh Machine Tools
Faclory (BMTF), one of Lhe
biggest public sector undertak-
ings is now on the verge of
closure due o huge recurring
losses over Lthe years. In the
absence of work orders the
factory remains almest idle. It
has 1700 employees.

The BMTF produces a vari-
ety of hand and machine tools
along with spares of lathe ma-
chines, power tillers, centrifu-
gal pumps, Jute, textile and

machinery.

The local industries, both in
private and public sectors,

mostly prefer to impeort their
required machinery and spares

Machinq Toqls ;

BMTF. This has resulted in
the drainage of huge amount of
foreign exchange.

The [actory assembled 12
Tata minibuses in the last
week of June this year under a
contract with Messrs Tata
Company of India. It again
placed order for assembling 36
Tata minibus. But the !
could not be made.

BMTF has started assem-
bling minibus by fits existing
manpower and facilities.

C;r::rmd gquarters feel
that BMTF should be

the fullest scope to puw: all
sorts of machinery and spares
to our local industries which

even those are manufactured are produced al Lhe .

even those are manufactured are produced al the factory.

27 temporary shelters
for orphans
From Our Correspondent

istration allocated a total of

PATIYA. Sept 24 : The or-

phanage authorities of four dis-
tricts with joint collaboration

are constructing 27 temporary
shelters for the rehabilftation

of 3998

tive sources,
Welfare in co-operation with
the district and upazila admin-

battered or-

hans Clunnru. Cox’'s
AZar, Noakhall and

to tlu:luthnﬂll-
of Social

According

iif

being built

Taka 33,58, 320 of which

Taka
Tuka 7,909,600 for other -

vant expenditures.

3

2085 bundles of C| sheets
been supplied to the orphan-

ages

The temporary sheltérs are
butlt with the

selected
districta.

t

i

of some
of four



