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\\\ mulih'l m'i
hockey side failed
to get a medal for
the first time
since the Cham-
pions Trophy was started in
1978, but coach Frank Murray
came away with some
intelligence, reports :

Australia went into their fi-
nal game against Germany on
Sunday neu:l‘lrie win by five
. goals to keep the Trophy they
won in 1989 and 1990. But
they lost 2-0 and the hosts de-
servedly won their fourth title.

Murray was decply disap-
pointed but said: "We will go
away with a lot of valuable in-
formation that was needed in
our preparation for the
Olympics next year.

"Of all the tours on which I
have coached this side that has
been the most valuable. It has

us a lot of answers and a
ot of direction towards
Barcelona™.

Andreas Becker scored both
German goals in the last game
and it was also a double cele-
bration lor Carsten Fischer,
the veteran pillar of the
German defence, who was in
his 200th intérnational.

Becker took eight minutes
to put his side ahead, connect-
ing with a centre [rom the
n;ht by Sven Meinhardt.

The Germans dictating play
for most of the game with good
positional sense and passing.

The Australians had to wait
till the second half to get their
chances and then let them go

David Wansbrough found
himsell with only the goal-
keeper to beat after picking up
a from the right by Stacy.
Alr::.nctng toward zal he
stumbled and lost possession.

Six minutes later a rare

Backer scored again with a
well taken goal from a long
corner in the 50th minute
after he had missed an open
chance.

For Ge ., who won the
title between 1986 and 1988,
it was the second success to
celebrate in three months,
they beat the strong Dutch
side in the final of the
Euruptln Championship in

SHAHBAZ AHMED — The best player of the meet.

Pakistan, whose [ate de-
pended on the last maich,
were hoping for at least a draw
if not 'an Australian win. That
would have brought their fifst
title since 1980.

Team ma r Islahuddin,
though disappointed, said, "We
played very well and came so
closc, but we shall have our
chance of recovering the
Trophy next February in

Fl.klltnn had the fastest and
most skilful forward line but

‘too many chances were squan-

dered.

The Dutch won the bronze
medal by beating the Soviet
Union 5-1 earlier Sunday.

Jan Floris Bovelander
scored from three short
corners to take his tally to
seven and finish joint top
scorer of the men's tourna-
ment with Khalid Bashir of
Pakistan.

The Soviets finished last

and now d out of the next
Champions hy in Karachi
in February. will be re-

placed by France, who are
ranked seventh in the world.
Shabaz Ahmed of Pakistan
was named men's player of the
tournament while the women's

award went to Sharon
Buchanan of Australia.
BOVELANDER'S
HATTRICK
An carlier report said,  a

second hattrick by Floris Jan
Bovelander sparked the
Netherlands to their biggest

win in the Champions' Trophy
the

a — B-1 success over
Soviet Union on Sunday.
The Dutch victory ensured

‘that the Soviets and not them-

selves were excluded from the
1992 tournament.

The Soviet team, with a
single point to their name,
needed to win by three clear
goals to avoid last place.
took the lead through ﬁctn}fryt
forward Sergei Pleshakov in
the 21st minute but were out-
played in the second half.

Boverlander scored |this
hattrick 6f corner in 22
minutes to finish tourna-
ment with seven goals, the
same total as Pakistani Khalid
Bashir.

Earlier in the event he
scored all his team's goals in a
3-1 defeat of Britain.

STANDINGS

Final men's standings in the
Champions’ Trophy held in
Berlin (tabulate under played,
won, drawn, lost, goals for,

against, points):

Men:

Germany 5 3 2 0 12 6 8
Pakistan S 3 1 1 14 8 7
Netherlands 5 2 1 2 1210 §
Austraha 5 2 1 2 & 8 5
Britain 5 1 2 1 4 6 4
Soviet Unfen 5 O 1 4 7 19 1
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"From the very l'lnl pnin'l it
was obvious Andre was on.
There was never any doubt,”
said US captain Tom Gorman
aflter the 29-time champion
United States reached their
56th Davis Cup final.

. loser of all three of
his Grand Slam final appear-
ances, admitted he had shied
away [rom pressure in the
past, bul said he was ready on

Sundry

*_}:

Michael Stich of c.rm.n§ returns the ball during

"l wanted to get out there
in a crucial situation,” he said.

"Now } view competition as
a challenge and you have to
push yoursell to the limit if you
want of get better. 1 just
wanted it", added Agassi, who
casily ran off the last four
games from 3-3 in the third
scl.

German captain Nikki Pilic
said: "I was hoping until

Charlie [(Stech) lost the break
in the third set. When he lost

is

Davis Cup semifinal mateh with American Jim Courier

Christian Bergstrom and
Rikard Bergh beal Felix
Barrientos and Sofroale
6-4, 6-2, 6-2 In

il
)

22 in Kansas City. US took an unbeatable 3-1
lead and will face France in final.

the break, | lost hope”.

Stich had Pilic reason
to hope when he dominated
Courier on the American's
favourite surface to kecep

alive,

Stich, had his big serve

working and was extremecly
effective on the slow red clay
from the opening point.

"l was serving all the time
well, especially when | was in
trouble,” said Stich, who had
10 aces ipcludi
serve ace o save a break point.

Stich calmly fought ofl six
break points and lost his serve
just once in the third set.

"l got into position to break
him, but | couldn't quire get
over the hump”, said Courler,
who had scored his first Davis
Cup victory against Steeb on

Stich opened the match
with a first game service break
that setthe tone for his two
hour 41 minute triu

“From there on | felt so re-
laxed and comiortable out
there and just played my
game,” sald Stich, who h-d
leamed with Eric Jelen iIn
Saturday’'s doubles victory over
Scott Davis and David Pate to
stave ofl early elimination.

But Agassi came through
when his team counted on him
moslt.

"1 wish there was a non-

way of saying it, but
I feilt mrylhll:":'-l in con-
trol”, he said completing
a remarkable tumaround since
suffering a humillating first
round defeat at the US Open
last month.

"1 have a hard time remem-
bering iI.," Agassi said of his
opening day Open loss to
Aaron Krickstiein.

"It does feel ke a long time

ago. I've taken some big sieps
for me since.”

Brazil reaches
World Group

SAO PAULO, Sept 23 : Luiz
Matiar defeated Ramesh
Krishnan in four sets here on

Su , as Brazil clinched
u:m

Cup tie against

ranked player, won 5-7, 6-3,
6-3, 6-4 to Brazil an in-
vincible 3-1 in the best-

MANILA, Sept 23
: A university
sludent from
China will try to
break the 64 year
stranglchold of
Soviet women over the World
Chess title when she

challenges Soviet holder
Chiburdanidze in the

m_ this week, reports

a second

|

BHEF calls 26 to
nat'l youth camp

Sports Reporter
The . Hockey
Federation (BHF) has called up

26 players to attend the final
training camp for selection of
the national th side which
is schedu to take in
the Asian youth hockey cham-
pionships due to be held in
Hong Kong in late December.

A press release of the BHF
players to report at the
Bangladesh Krira Shikkhya
Protisthan (BKSP), Savar
five in the afternoon on
o ]thmhcr 30 along with their

The selected plnyer- are as
follows: Asir, Tushar, Jahangir,
Karim, Mamoon, Irteza Kaycs,
Mahfooz, Rabiuddin, Sanjeet,
Ejaz, Khurshid, Mitul, Jewel,
Haroon, Tapan, Haider Alam,
Sadeq, Raju, Alamgir, Khwaja
Waiz, Shahid, Shafiul, Rashid,
Zahid Biswas, Ansar and
Zecshan Kader.

ROK girls bring

up the rear

BERLIN, Sept 23: China
edged out South Korea for Lhe
wooden spoon here on Sunday
in the women's Champions’
Trophy hockey tournament

afier picking up a point in a 2-

| 2 draw with Spain, reports

AFP.

Alter their last match the
Chinese finished in fifth place,
ahcad of bottom placed South
Korca on goal difference.

But they could have beatcen
Spain with some straighter
shooling.

Jianbin Chen incredibly
missed the Larget from only
five yards out in the opening
minutes.

An ecarly ollensive failed to
break the deadlock and it was
the Spaniards who took the
lead in the 29th minute
through Natalia Dorado from a
centre by Muria Oliva.

Five minutes into the sec-
ond hall China drew level with
a well-taken effort from
Hongbing Yang, who found the
net following up a short
corner.

Spain regained their lead in
the 43rd minute when Teresa
Motos cut in sharply from the
right lo unleash a fierce shol.

China did not give up and
were rewarded when Yanshen
Wu scored with a direct hit
from a short corner on the
hour, the ball taking a deflec-

| tion ofl a defender's sl.h:l&l

Taiwan earn

promotion

TAIPEIl, Sept 23: Taiwan,
for the first time in 20 years,
won the Davis Cup Asia
/Oceania Zone Group Two fi-
nal, defeating Hong Kong 3-2
on Sunday, reports AFP.

The hard-fought battle
carned it a place in next year's
Asia Oceania Zone Group One.

Chen Chih-Jung of Chinese-
Taipei smashed the guest
team's dream of elevating to
Group One after trouncing op-
ponent Colin Grant 7-6,6-4,6-
4 in the deciding reverse sin-
gles maich.

The crowd, blowing whis-
ties and applauding vigorously,
gave a standing ovation to Chen
as he beal Grant for the second
time in a month, having beaten
him in Hong Kong last month.

Earlier in the day, the Hong
Kong team was full hope when
its top player Michael Walker
prevailed over Chinese-Taipei's
Lien Yu-Hui 7-6,6-4,6-4 in a
match that lasted three hours,
leveling the score to 2-2.

The two teams had traded
singles victories Friday, then
Chinese-Taipe! won Saturday's
doubles.

Walker p extlremely
well Sunday, breaking serve
repeatedly against the taller
Physical Education College
student, Lien.

Taipet and Hong Kong met
before in 1984 and 1990, with
Hong Kong winning both
times.

Matsuoka moves up

BRISBANE, Australia, Sept
23: Shuzo Matsuoka used an
accurate first serve to defeat
Peter Lundgren 6-4, ©6-4
Monday and advance to the
second round of the Dollars

':m.m Queensland Open

lennis

The sixth- Matsuoka
of Japah was more aggressive
and consisitent than his
Swedish t, and rallied
from 4-4, 40 in the first set
to reel off 12 points.

Lundgren a succes-
sion of volleying errors and
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Chma s LI Yueming tNu 15 a:mg camnn,‘l ma u shot while
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apan's Knzumi Nakamura

(No 15, facing back to camera) prepares to block during the final of the 6th Asian women's

volleyha]l cha:mpinnship in Bangkok on Sept 21. China won the final 3-0.

—AFP photo
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SYDENEY, Sept
23: World num-
ber two Boris

his comcback from injury at
next week's Australian indoor
tennis championship in
Sydney, reports Reuter.

Becker's New York- based
man nt told tournament
organisers the three-time
Wimbledon champion would be
back to defend the title he
won last :

"Boris has had back prob-
lems which forced him to pull
out of Germany's Davis Cup

semifinal but he's back to
training two hours a day now,"”

tournament organiser Graham
Lovett said.

The only player still in
doubt among the strongest-
ever field for the one million U
S dollar event is Yugoslav
Goran lvanisevic.

Ivaniscvic has also had back
trouble and withdrew from
this week's Queensland Open

BORIS BECKER

where he was lop seed.

"Goran h-n us A
decision within 24 to 48
hours,” Lovell said. "He's hav-

 ing a doctor's examination and

trying to hit some balls to sec
how it feels.”

Lovett said Australian tour-
nament newcomer Andre

Agassi, the hero of the U S

Davis Cup win, had confirmed
his flight details to Sydney as
had lvan Lendl, 'cte Sampras
and Michael Chang, who will
all be travelling from
Singapore.

Becker will need to recap-
ture form very quickly to reach

another potential final show-
down with the Swede Stefan
Edberg, the man who has
taken his World No 1 ranking
twice this year.

The four wild cards are ex-

pected to be announced on
Thursday and Lovett said it was
likely a couple of Australian ju-
niors would be given their
ﬂhanct in the big moncy tour-

orget is France's hero

PAU, France, Se-

pt 23: Alter years
ln the shadow of
the flamboyant
Yannick Noah and
eccentric  Henrl
Leconte, Guy forget has finally
moved into the spotlight to
lead France o their first Davis

Cup final in nine years, reports
Reuter.

Forgel, not so long ago re-
garded as merely a useful dou-
bles player, has been the rock
on which non-playing captain
Noah has built his Davis Cup
squad and was the anchor in a
weckend 5-0 thrashing of
weakened Yugoslavia in the
semifinals.

"I'm more confident than |
use to be.,” the 26-year-old
Forget said in Pau after the vic-
tory, "Now | know | can beat
the best.”

It is only

ly in the pa
rthuﬂmﬂy

proved himsell much more
tm-mmm-
talising on his undoubted abil-
ity to win tournaments and
move into the world's top 10.

He is currently ranked sixth
and at one siage this year rose
to fourth.

But t was the semi-retire-
ment of Noah and persistent
injuries alfecting

girl threatens S

md' 2)-year-eold stu- Manila S g e

dent Befjing's sport college, “it's &

emerged from relative obscu- Hinm-hhﬂw

rity to become the first chall in her mom at the seaside

mﬂ- o wﬂbﬂlh e
Her ll-:—mnnn with Chiburdanidze, whoe w?E

3] -yearold weckend shopping wi

eh-mﬁu;hmm family . e

Soviet Republic of Georgla who “I have good training
held the title since 1078, for this interesting malch,

mnﬂmnnr: as a I
hhr. year, leading

team by
his 18-year-o
Fabrice Santoro.

l'-Prt:nch

GUY FORGET
Forget has lost just one
Davis Cup singles oul of six and

had impressive wins over
Srdjan Muskatirovic and
Slobodan in Pau, as
well as teaming with Davis Cup
Novice Aranud Boetsch to take
the doubles.

The shy Frenchman had
long been regarded as a
promising player. “"When he
serves well, there's not much
you can do against him,”
Czechoslovakia's Ivan Lendl
once said.

But Forget relied too much
serve and

ovzet mono

H-ht Il the --l:-nl
chess champion from the
Soviet ol Georgia to
hold the world title, winning it
13 years in a bitterly
fought contest with fellow
Geurgian Nona

C hiburdanidze defended
the title four times since the
nst in 1988 against fellow
Georglan Nana losellani.

ind nurturing could also volley

strong forchand and it took
himnlon;thn: to realise he

well if he was

second string willing to move forwards and
take risks.

The tall left-hander estab-
lished himsell as France's
number one last year

with an

Xie became a Orandmaster
when she finished second to
Gaprindshvili in the 1990
Candidates Tournament in
Borjomi, Georgia.

She then won the right o
c for the world when
she de Slisa Maric of
Yugeslavia in an eightl-game
contest, 4 5-2.8.

The first player to score 8.8
points takes the title



