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R jiv's assassination

India to file charges

NEW DELHI, Sept 23:
Federal investigators probing
Oandhf's assassination are

on the point of A ehn.rr
against mmbtn‘n:r a Sri
Lankan Tamil rebel group,

newspapers sald Sunday, re-
ports AFP,

ficial sources were quoted as

The SIT, headed by an
Indian Tamil, has 'L{iered
"engugh evidence” to prove the
involvement of Sri Lanka's
Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE), the reports
added.

LTTE is ting for an in-
dependent Tamil homeland,
has ly denied killing
Gandhi, who as Prime Minister
ordered Indian troops into the
island’s northeast in mid-1987
down Tamil

in southern India

exposing the LTTE conspir-
acy,"vadded the UNI report,

LTTE

ELIEFRLY

CP banned in Tadzhikistan: m.

Communist
nationalised in the
News Tass said

has been banned and its property
republic of Tadzhikistan, the official Soviet
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republics in the afltermath of last month's abortive hardline
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it had blockaded on

in response to the en-

circlement of naval barracks by
Croatian

The port at split was re-

at around 1500 GMT,

t two hours aflter the start

barracks after

Yugoslav Navy lifts blockade
of Croatian ports

of a new ceasefire in the con®
flict between Croatian and fed-
eral forces.

Power and running water
werc restored to military
establishments in the town at
around the same time, the
television said.

Warships preventing
movemen!l into or out of the
port of Dubrovnik were-with-
drawn an hour later, while the
three navy vessels that were
blocking the entry to the Bay

‘of Kvarner were withdrawn

around 1630 GMT, permitting
the resumption of traffic in
Yugoslavia's largest port.

Croatian television did not
mention the situation at the
four other ports affected, those
at Pula, Zadar, Sibenik and
Ploce.

Army troops and Serbian
fighters captured the strategic

town of Petrinja, near Zagreb.
Tanjug news agency said tanks
relieved a besieged barracks in
the town of Vinkovei in east-
ermn Croatia. -

Military experts said before
the ceasefire agreement that
Croatia faced a crushing defeat
at the hands of the army,
which Croatian leaders ac-
cused of siding with the Serbs
in the rebel republic.

Kadijevic said Croatian
fighters violated the ceasefire
in attacks on army bases or
units in the Croatian towns of
Sibenik, Vukovar, Razine, Split
and Vinkovci.

Croatian radio said the fed-
eral air force attacked the
Adriatic Port of Karlogag,
killing a child, and Croatian
government sources said local
commanders had reported a
number of ccasefire.

VARAZDIN (Yl;'ahvin}: Croatian civilians drive T-55 tanks out of the Kalnicki Partizani
ugos

lav soldiers surrendered September 22. The last federal barracks here

were captured September 22 leaving more than 30 tanks and armoured personnel carriers to

the Croatians.

Yeltsin hosts talks to end war|

Sunday Yeltsin,
Azerbaljani leaders
Saturday, announced that del-

basis for full or-
ganised by ussia and
Kazakhstan, whose Ileader

Nursultan Nazargbayev is act-

—AFP/ UNB photo.

as joint mediator with
rltnn; * ‘ |

More than 800 people have
been killed in clashes between
Armenia and Azerbaijan over
the mountainous territory
since 1988 in the t and
most violent of the numerous
ethnic conflicts in the cauca-
sus

If leaders from Armenia,
Azerbaijan and Nagorno-
Karabakh do sit down at the
same table, it will be the first
time they have negotiated the
issue together.

it would also be a slap in
the [ace for the Kremlin which
has tried unsuccessfully for
several years to end the fight-
ing over the enclave, inhabited
mainly by Armenians but part
of

Azerbatjan.
And it would highlight the

increasingly central role
Yeltsin and other Republican
leaders have been playing
since last month's abortive
coup against Soviet leader
Mikhail Gorbachev.

But Armenian Foreign
Ministry official Arman
Melikyan played down the
chances of a rapid peace set-
tlement.

“I'm not a pessimist but the
situation doesn't allow much
grounds for optimism or for a
quick solution,” he said.

Yeltsin earlier told a mert-
ing in the Nagorno-Karabakh
capital Siepanakert he pro-
posed setting up a tem tlo
censor reports out ol the en-
clave along the lines of the US
system uscd during the Gulf
war, Radio Russia rcported.

Rao blames Pakistan for
fuelling 'terrorist activities'

#
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Minister Narmsi Rac has

‘Newsweek

India -nuli‘rt-
to the mounti

Hizbollah links fate of hostage

Hussein Musawi, a member
of the ruling Councfl of
Hizbollah (the party of Geod),
told British Broadcasting
Corporation radio: “The

sure 40 sign the nuclear non
proliferation treaty, Rao
asserted, “there Is no change
in our vicews. India is not going
to sign It”

Asked what role he saw the
United States playing in Lhe
post cold war era, he said it
could always play a role which
creates conditions of stability
and Ltranquility in the region
and other regions.

We hope that it will possibie
for the United Stales to
change its policies so that each
country is judged on its own
performance, on the basis of
policics rather than some old

which it might have
it some point in on time.

Asked about the relation-
ship with the Soviet Union in

res- the light of political develop-  added.

government about its role in

the Writers' Quild of Great
Britain award Lo Rushdie.

He said, “If it is proved that

the British government had a

an award to

certainly have

role in granti
Rushdie this
a effect on the British
The OMce declined
to comment, but the Cuild
siressed Rushdie was chosen
its members
Rushdie, Muslims
across Lhe world accused of
Islam in his book
“The Satanic Verses®, ap-
m in London's Dorchester
on Sunday last week o
receive a prize for his chil-
dren's
Sea of

5

novel "Haroun and the
Stories

menis there, Rao expressed
the view that relations would
not be disrupted or affected

The republics of the Soviet
Union would eventually find a
modus vivend! to continue
their linkage.

On the Non Aligned
Movement, Rao said it was In-
herently sound but it has to
redefine its role. "It has to
come oul with a new role, new

incarnation, ncw tasks and
mission,” he added.

its mission, he said, by no
mecans is complete. "It will
change its thoughts and con-
tent from time to time but
then Non Aligned Movement

has its own and | dom't
think that will change.” he

Sources close to the kidnap
groups have been saying the
relcase of World War 11 fighter

lot Jack Mann is imminent

scveral days but specilic

tions have turned out to
malure.

Hizbollah is close to the
kidnap groups but says it docs
not have any of wup o 10
Westerners held in Lebanon.
The other British hostage s
church envoy Terry Walte.

The late Irantan spirflual
lcmder Ayatollah Ruhellah
Khomeini tssued a re -
decree sentencing Rushdic to
death for "The Satanic Verses”
in Pebruary 1989. Iranian
hardiiners have not accepted
Rushide's apology for the book.

iran broke relations with

f

Premadasa vows
to remain

in power
COLOMBO, Sept 23:
Lmhl"l 5 President
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quit. It is those who conspire
against me will have to quit.”
His remarks were pu
in the state-controlled daily
news a day aller dissidents
within the ruling party asked
Premadasa to resign saying he
had violated the Constitution
by his own admission of arm-

ing Tamil separatists.

Hunger strike
threat to bring

Sonia into politics

NEW DELII, Sept 23: A
group of Indians threatencd
today to [ast indefinitcly unless
Rajiv Gandhi's widow Sonia
cnters politics, the Press Trust
of India said, reports Reuter.

It said the group, support-
ers of the ruling Congress
party, wanl the I[talian-born

| widow Lo stand in Amethi, her

husband’s former parliamen-
tary seat.

Rajiv Gandhi, a former
prime minister, won the seat
in on May 20, the day
beﬁ;’:ltnnh: was 3-“ up by a
woman suicide bomber in
southern Tamil Nadu state as
he campaigned in a three-
slage general election.

Congress formed a minority
government after the polls.

The news agency quoted
Prem Kumar Singh, lcadcr of
the Congress Farmers' unit in
the statle of Bthar, as
saying he had met Sonia to
urge her to fight a by-election
in Amecthi in necighbouring
Uttar Pradcsh state.

Singh said he and more
than 20 other Congress work-
ers were prepared to fast in-
definitely outside Sonia
Gandhi's New Delhi bunglow if
she said a firm "no” to Amethi.

No date has yet been set for

| the by-election. Sonia Gandhi,

44, has maintained a studied
sflence in response to a chorus
of Congress pleas for her 10
enter politics.

PLO leaders
begin debate
on US plans

ALGIERS, Sept 23:
Palestinian leaders start a cru-
cial debate today over US plans
for a Middle East peace con-
ference which have uncovered
bitter discord between mod-
crales and hardliners, reports
Reuter.

PLO lcader Yasser Aralat,
undermined by the fatlure of
the United States to full
assurances on Key ian
demands but encouraged by
some progress from
Washington, will put his case
for pursuing efforts towards
the talks.

He faces strong tion
from Old Guard leaders of rad-
ical groups within the
Palestine Liberation
Or and others who
have emerged from the
Intifada, the Palestinian upris-
ing in the lsraclt-occupied ter-
ritories.

Pictures of viclims of the
intifada line walls in the con-
ference centre where the 480
members of the Palestine
National Council (PNC) are
meeting.

Algeria has thrown
curity around the seafront club
Des Pins, 286 km (15 miles)
west of Algiers, with police on
roofs and armoured vehicles at

points.

Aralal and other moderates
have agreed in principle (o a
Middic East peace conference
but want US guarantices on its
framcwork in advance.
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Off the Record

Lenin’s statues too common
to be of real worth

LONDON: London auction house Christie’'s said it had been
offered two 10-metre (30-foot) statucs of Lenin by the Soviet
Communist Party, but experts fear they are too common to be

“It's not ¢lear whether this approach is the first of many,”
Christie's ma ng director Dermot Chichester told
Monday’'s Daily newspaper.

He said he could not which Soviet city now had the
statues or where they came o save embarrassment.

Talks between Christic’'s and the vendor apparently focus
on how much statues of the founder of Soviel communism are
really worth at a time when they arc being taken down all
over the country.

than of

"There are more statues in exisience of Lenin
M}nm“:llmmﬂrhﬂhruwm :
London-based ssian art r Miles th

4 dealer Roy told the

Body of escaped prisoner
recovered after 5 centuries

ITALY: A German tourist has found the body of @« man who
died almost five centluries ago on the Similan Glacier in
Austria near the Italan border, informed sources said in
Bolzano Sunday, reports AFP.

An Italan mountain climber, Reinhold Messner, went to
the site and photographed the body, discovercd by the
unidentified German at 3,200 metres (10,400 feet) altitude,
within meters (yards) of the frontier.

There were sings of wounds on the corpse back, possibly
burns or scars from a whip, as well as an injury to the head.
The corpse was holding a hatchet in onc hand and wore
leather leggings. It was thought the man might have been an

escaped prisoner.

70 girls stripped for $ 5.70

NEW DELIll: Police arrested two New Delhi teachers
Sunday and launched a hunt for a school principal who
stripped 70 girls to scarch for 150 rupees (5.70 ) re-
ported missing by a student, officers said, reports AFP.

Police arrested two women tcachers of the private Laxmi

hiding, they said.

They arrests followed a demonstration outside the school
Sunday by angry parents of grade 10 students who were
forced to undress by the three teachers.

Ti:‘ﬂhrlh:wnﬂthq#:mmlyhnktnl for the
missing moncy.

Police said Gupta ran away Saturday to cvade arrest and
said they would slap criminal charges after tracing her.

The two teachers already held have been released ou bail
by a court which ordered them not to leave the city pending
an invesligation into the mass stripping.

The girls, mostly 15 years old. complained that the three
teachers told them to take off their clothes when the missing
money was not found in their schoolbags, and then later
ordered them to dress outside the classroom.

Ruchi, who reported the loss of her moncy, also told po-
lice that she too was stripped. The school ment sus-
pended the three teachers after the incidenl Saturday.

Former Prime Minister Vishwanath Pratap Singh in a
statement Sunday condemned the lcachers and urged New
Delhi to take "stern action” against them.

Diana'’s longest trip
without Charles

ISLAMABAD: Britain's Princess Diana will make her longest
official trip abroad without husband Prince Charles when she
visits Pakistan this weck, reports Reuler.

The Princess of Wales, whosc husband is heir to the
British throne, begins the four-day trip Monday nc a year
aflcr it was first -Eheduil:d. At i

Diana was first invited as thc personal gucst of former
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto. Bul the Lrip was postponed
afler the Bhutto government was oustcd from power in
August last year.

Princess Diana will visit Islamabad, Lahore, Peshawar and
Chitral, British lligh Commissioner Sir Nicholas Barrington
told reporters.

Describing the trip as her longest solo visit abroad, he
said shc would view a drug dctoxification centre and a school
for the disabled — projects close 10 her heart — and visit the

Khyber Pass on the border with Alghanistan.
In Chitral, Diana will watch dancing by Pagan Klash. moun-
tain people whose lifestyle in remote valicys is slowly being

eroded.

'Ta.mil guerillas blow up'
Lankan gunboat

COLOMBO, Sept 23: Tamil
rillas blew up a nine-mem-
r crew Navy gunboatl in
northern Sri Lanka, leaving
two survivors, as security
forces, clscewhere continued a
major drive against the rebels,
the mililary said today, re-

ports AFP.

The Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eclam (LTTE) attacked
the boat off the tiny tslet of

Kayts Late.

The Liberation rs of
Tamil Eclam (LTTE) attacked
the boat ofl the tiny islet of
Kayts Late Sunday, a milftary
spokeaman said, adding that a
search and rescue mission
picked up two wounded crew
men.

“There were four officers
and five secamen on board. We
recovered the bodies of one of-
ficer and one sallor. Tweo

all sides will do their utmost to
release these people whoe are
suffering in this kind of way. It
is very cruel,” he added.

Hopes rose Lthat the release
of another Western hostlage,
probably 77-0ld Mann, was
imminent afler Isracl freed 51
prisoners on Sept. 11 and

Carey's mesaage was broad-
cast on the DBritish
Broadcasting Corp's
Service.

wounded men were also found
and a search is still on for the
others.” the spokesman said.
The surprise attack in the
north came as the guerillas
killed nine more soldicrs car-
rying out a huge jungic offen-
sivc against them in the north-
caslern coastal region of

Mullaitivu, the spokesman said.

llc said the ninc soldiers
were killed in overnight hand-
to-hand baitles in a snake in-
fested jungle where Tigers
were defending an army ad-
vance on their camp complex,
twenly-cight personnel includ-
ing three officers were
wounded.

Tamil Tiger gucrrillas today
rejected a claim by President
Ranasinghe Premadasa they
cooperated with Sri Lankan
Armed Forces to battle a rival

Tamil group.

to Rushdie

turned over the bodics of nine
guerillas.

But the Reveolutio
Justice Organisation, one 3

the Muslim fandamentalist
groups holding the hostages,
salid lsrael must relcase an-
other 20 prisoners before it

frees more hostages.

Nine Westerners are being
held, five Americans, two
Britons and two COermans.



