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This Mad Percentage
Game

has swu to the other ex-

treme. the Dhaka SSC's 68 per cent
ummumqmmm*ag-r

The

SSC results were admittedly a
bloated document and the two Boards
wm oul clones of that on

it was

of st s should
important certificate
. The number of such

sympathy rained from up above in
SSC. Itlgrumbh to take the 16.8

be genuinely projecting the performance
examinees. But this isn't either the true figure for
those that passed. The overall figure is worse —
13.6 — if the external candidates are counted in.

4 per
examination of Chittagong University
We feel that the percentage of failure to grasp any
nce out of that and to take the matter as
seriously afl the nation as a whole on the
part of the of the advanced classes
would be even more miserable.

Is it the students that have fafled? Education as
a rg!tem and an ration, as an administration
and as a process ol rela knowledge and skill,
as something that shapes the person in us into

rsonalities — is constantly [ in our nation.

e Chittagong results are only a good measure of
that — thankf{ully so.

Securing the examinations and their follow-up
operations against malpractice of all kinds and
putting all the emphasis in the world on proper
marking of the scripts leading to fair and true re-
sults have been areas our state and educational
administration have been taking particular care
for the last couple of years. A very welcome
change for better it was in what was before that
an a ally bad situation. But then as examina-
tion results get published one after another it
gets more and more clear that we are indeed
wasting all our labour in securing
chamber against violation by malpractice. We
haven't at all cared to first fill it with the trea-
sures come down to us from past generations and

from the wide world abroad. While we go about
improving on our rituals, the main thing — edu-
cating —

goes
The students wgu gavc failed the examination
in question have all d come across their SSC
aréHSCm.And er that they have put in
two more years' labour. Why should they fail in
such numbers? The answer to that becomes
rather easy when these figures are compared to
performance by students Honours courses.

It is decidedly in teaching that pa and failing
is decided. And we have been natio failing on
the t front.

The right lessons must be learnt from such

costly exercises. If we cannot teach, we do not
examine either. If our teaching cannot yield a
crop of more than 16.8 per cent this course
should better be chucked off. Or those that were
charged with giving this course.

Accord on Cambodia

If all goes well between now and the end of the
next month, a definitive peace agreement on
Cambodia will be signed by all the four warring
factions of the strife-torn muntg on October 31,
brlrgmgtnanendthccmlwar at had raged on
for long 12 . For no country in the region,
the return ol peace has been slower to come. And
no country deserved it more.

The settlement of all the outstanding issues
was reached d the two of talks in New
York, under the auspices of the United Nations
whose role in the peace process in Cambodia will
faln increased nce in months and years
0 come. It is the world body which will be re-
sponsible for orgnnmln%hthc national election, to
be participated in by the Vietnam-backed Han
Snnm::‘:gmm and the three guerilla fac-
tions, eduled for next year. Meanwhile, all the
four factions will be represented in the Supreme
National Council (SNC) to be presided over by the
undisputed Cambodian leader, Prince Norodom
Sthanouk. Here, one must pay a tribute to the
Prince who, despite his somewhat sudden

changes of positions and constant threats of re-
tirement, has

the factions
them towards a :
or Cambodia, the worst tests may well be over.
However, there should be no illusions of the
mnﬂludc of the tasks ahead. How the SNC
works and assists the United Nations in organis-
ing the election will set the pace of the course of
events. While we can rely on the world body to
ensure the smooth holding of the polls, it is up to
the cont arties to play fair, instead of re-
surungjtn any lorm of malpractices. In this con-
text, eyes will be on Khmer Rouge, the best
anl?:d faction, which, ét mluald, is viewing the
polls only as a matter of pelitical cxﬁdlency al-
ready {o take up arms at a suitable moment.
It importﬁlnt for Khmer Rouge to remove this
mlaocmceglmn about its future intentions.

There is little doubt that the United Nations
will be playing a major role in Cambodia, not only
in organising the election but also in rebuilding
the war-ravaged country. Without this assistance
from the body and, indeed, from the entire
on 1is own foet agatn. The Mo eall for aiq ond

S — re from all
developed mnmmll fmm’ﬁmcthm the re-
glon, especially from Japan and ASEAN countries.
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issue of who controls
crumbling

the
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portedly in the hands of the
lotters. This prompted
-Oeneral Alexander Rut-
skoi, Vice-President of the

Boris Yeltsin, the

der Russian control from

Moscow.

Of the 15 Soviet republics,
at least four are believed to
have a nuclear capacity. More
than 80 per cent are in the
dominant republic, Russia.

O even a short time vi-
sitor to Bangladesh it
will immediately beco-
me evident that prices are very
high here and most consumer
items are more expensive here
than most cities of the
world. A bar of toilet soap, a
tube of toothpaste or a liter of
petrol cost about twice as
much here as in Los Angeles or
New York. A host of other
items can be listed including
cooking oil, a can of milk
mﬂ'. an yard of cotion
, a gallon of house paint
or a bag of cement — all these
ftems are more expensive here
than in most countries of the
world. The main reason for
this is very high rate and
multiple taxes.

Sir Winston Churchill, an
avowed imperialist, was vehe-
mently against granting inde-
pendence to India. He put
forth one ment amongst
many others that Indians
given Independence will
everything including air
water and pauperize an already

poor people. Although, our
successive nts have

not been clever or resourceful

if
tax

ling or filtration
to make it fit for drinking. -

the rate of 100, 200 or even
300 per cent on the actual
price of a commodity — and
many of these items are not
luxury goods but essential
items for the daily necessities
of the ordinary consumers.
Thus sugar has been selling at
8 to 10 Taka equivalent per
kilo at the international mar-
ket for the last few months,
but the same item has soild for
Taka 27 to 36 in the
Bangladesh market in the
same period of time. Also,
there is no unified and one set
of taxes — a whole array of
taxes are set on the same item
like custom duty, sales tax, de-
velopment tax etc., ete. And

fallout
of recent events that

the ormar Soviet Unian. the

federation’s

qu—-ﬂ 256,000 nuclear
warheads s of growing

.
s¥e

Soviet Turmoil

With more and more re

acquiring sove

increasingly being de
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Analysts fear that these
weapons, widely distributed

most times, there is double
taxation — tax on top of taxes
— an unjust situation pushing
essential commodities beyond
the reach of average con-
sumers,

It is not suggested that
there should not be any taxes.
Adam Smith has said that
there are only two certainties
of life — death and taxes. Taxes
are essential and unavoidable.
Taxes are essential to operate
government whose
responsibility is to provide
securily and various social
services including education,
health services,
communication etc. The need
for taxes is not disputed, what
is objected to is frrational level
of taxes and how the realized
taxes are being expended : for
what purpose, how and to
meet what objectives.

Setting tax at a stecp rate
does not mean it is being real-
ized — this in fact has spawned
a new type of "business” prac-
tice — smuggling — and these
who are involved in it are re-
portedly the richest people in
the country. Allegedly, some
officials are said to be in collu-
sion with them. These are Lhe
new Mandarins of the business
community in Bangladesh, who
live in the fanciest residential
arcas and buy and sell official
and political favours like bags
of peanuts.

The high rate of taxes has
not only spawned anti-social
activity like smuggling but also

has sprung an entirely new
type of undergiound business
and white co crime. Thus,

there'is a homegrown industry
whose main task is to assist
and teach business people how
to evade tax or pay only a to-
ken amount. For this, entirely
fabricated and false books are
manufactured by a group of un-
scrupulous tax lawyers and are
in turn assisted by dishonest
officials of various tax depart-
ments. The imposition of VAT,
designed at least theoretically,
to stop and evasion of
tax will further complicate
matlers as very few busincsses
keep accurate records and
people who are entrusted to be
collectors and arbitrators of
taxes are nol knowledgeable or
have enough sincerity or hon-
esly to do so0. So, the entire tax
structure and rate system is

[lawed and based on miscon-
ceplion and wrong premises,
. There is another set of

taxcs, a relatively new one,

its global enterprise is a timely
impetus to Sonar . ~THE
hospitality trade in

may possibly get a boost

by her starred hotels, should
the troubled socio-econo-polit-
ical situation coupled with
fecble tour attractions begin to
turn around,

The dark period in travel
and tourism sector may not be
that bleak as long as any pro-

gramme is available to the

weapons
will remain under central
command. -
During negotiations for the
new Unfon treaty, the re-
blics allowed the Soviet
nion 0 have central control
of nuclear weapons, which
they want to keep on their sofl.
The Ukraine has already de-
clared itsell a nuclcar-weapons
frec gone and Russia has re-

which has a direct and harmful
eflect on the economy. This is
the tax on interest and divi-
dend. Savings is the main
source of investment capital in
all economics — this tax on
savings and dividends is a
strong deterrent and negative
incentive for saving. This is a
very unhealthy situation and
effect of tax policies like this
will not be immediately known
— but in the run it cannot
have a beneficial result for the
economy. From the saver's
point of view — it may not be
worthwhile to save at all con-
sidering the rate to infllation at
13/14% per year and the yield
on savings at 10/12% per year.
Also, for an astute and obser-
vant saver, who has some flexi-
bility in where he puts his
moncy — he may figure that
Bangladesh currency has de-
preciated by about 60 to 70%
against British Pound or US
Dollar in the last 7/8 years,
and may seek alternate source
and place to put his money —
to retain the value of his
money and also to earn a rea-
sonable rate of return. So, the
tax on savings is counter pro-
ductive and further depletes
investment capital dis-
courages capital formation.
pressure and need to
extract more taxes is mainly to
support a very large govern-.
ment establishment, its various
ministries and organizations.
Also, to subsidize numerous
sector corporations though
supposedly profit generating
businesses survive only
through large and continuous
injection of government funds.
Also, another excuse given for
the extraordinary and extraor-
dinary rate of taxes is the
much vaunted need for
"development”.
Employment
The role of the government
is to provide security of its
people — external and internal
— and also to guarantee civil
rights and various social ser-
vices. It has become the stated
goal of many government, spe-
cially in developing nations, to
help create employment — in
most cases a desirable and
commendable role for the gov-
ernment. It is not known

whether to fulfil this goal or it
just happened that way — the
vernment has become the
iggest employcr in the coun-

prospective travellers, no mat-
ter when and where. Besides,
the room for improvement is
always open to innovative ideas
and resources made available
regardless of the standard of
the unit concerned, for the
expectations of the customers
are limitless.

Oftentimes, comparing with
a similar one elsewhere at
times necessitate up ing
the quality of facilities and ser-
vices of a domestic entity in
order to catch up with the
continuously advancing guest
services throughout the world.
Bangladeshi hotels, as such,
should be better off with au-
thentic national flavour in its
commodities alongside multi-

redrawing republican
and the need to

To the

of the
leadership in Moscow, the

second biggest

try. This is not only

direct employment through
various arms of the govern-
ment and its ministries but
also through numerous sector
corporations whose owner and
manager is the government.
Thus, the government has be-
come more by accident than by
design owner of over 80% in-

' dustrial and productive capac-

ity in the country,

The term employment can
be defined as some one who

provides a service or produces
a product or parts thereof for a
wage or salary. By this defini-
tion,

the t has a
very large payroll but not many
employees who are

ty which has any
demand in the domestic or in-
ternational market.

A visit to the Secretariat,
various Ministries or offices of
Scctor Corporations will amply
demonstrate this. One needs
an extravagant imagination to
connect their activities to ac-
tual, worthwhile and produc-
tive work. The situation is the
same in the nationalized mills
and factories and also in the
banks and insurance compa-
nies.

Thus, the government is
paying month after month and
year after year, an immense
amount of money and tax rev-
enue to non-productive and
non performing workers
wages, salary and benefits
creating an inexorable, ruinous
inflationary spiral. This situa-
tion also has created a
tremendous pressure to realize
more taxes and look for new
arcas and avenues to slap taxes
where it did not exist before.

The massive subsidy to sick
and unprofitable industries has
also resulted in ruinous eco-
nomic situation. No industry or

firm can survive, or s be
allowed to, by subsidy alone
and this, needless to say, cre-
ates an unbearable b on
the tax payers.

This is only a partial and in-

complete picture of the prob-
lems which confront the en-
tire economic health of the
country. If one takes a dispas-
sfonate and objective look and
attempt to asses and evaluate
the cost of various arms of the
government, its numerous

national varieties, as the
grandiose ambience o can
not do without an t
management whatever the
grade it is ornamented with.

M. Rahman
Zila School Road

Mymensingh 2200

Jewish settlement
occupied territory
Sir, lsrael's plan to double

the Jewish population in the

occupied territories of West

Bank and Gaza Strip is another

setback to the des of the

Palestinians. It looks that

Israel in the part of a

terrorist nation and the

Palestinians are the hostages.

republie,

“services have

Kazakhstan, lollowed Russia in

control over the
formerly
weapons on iis lerritory,
around the atomic
bomb test site

closing of underground

Seviet nuclear
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Triggers Nuclear Fears

by Daya Kishan Thussu

declaring independence from Moscow and moving towards
status, the question of the control of Soviet nuclear weapons is
NMMUhohmthcﬂwmthcmmh
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The control over the space-
rocket range at Baitkonur, on
which the USSR has invested
billions of rubles could be an-
other potential source of con-
flict with Moscow

Kazakhstan alse harbours
territorial ambitions to control
:—Mﬂt—hm

Sinkiang — a which
could provo l:h'ﬂ
China If this powerful repub-
lic, whose dominance of
Centiral Asia is alrcady
“h““ﬂ
the West sees the danger of

As the Soviet Union disin-

tes, the southern pe-
m:ﬂlﬂuh-
Middle East politics.

one acquires a nuciear
fear that it might sell the nu-
ers in the Middic East. i
iran has been secking ex-
pertise from China to develop
its nuciear programme and, as
experts from International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
discovered, irmq had ambitions
towards developing a nuclear
capability to match that of
the demise
ﬂ“*
o the period of cen-
control as an

i
;
it

DAYA KISHAN THUSSU (s
an Indian and re-
searcher specialises in in-

Taxation No Answer for Economic Development

by Naz Shafinaz

ministries and what benefit to any other industrial nation.

they contribute to the econ-

units, but, also entire indus-
tries and economies. This is
more so in an inc
competitive world where not
just individual firms, but even
nations vie for the same mar-
kets or even a small segment
of the same market. Also, in
the past decades many tradi-
tional ::ummudf ities have dis-
appeared [from the interna-
tional markets or their de-
mand has vastly diminished. In
their place new products and
appeared which
did not exist even five or 10
years ago — [ax, laser printers,
CD’s or computer software are
good examples of this. To op-
erate, survive and flourish in
this environment — productiv-
ity, efficiency and innovation
are essential pre-conditions.
But discussing this may be
mute and useless in the
context. Years of
feather bedding of workers

and moly coddling of industrial
labour and their unions have

Hussein out of Kuwait and
dramatic success. Why?

it wanted to. There

have been more and more
pressures on holding a UN

Development

Our honourable Finance

benefit of the few.
Development does -
mean only a few good
roads or bridges, expanding
telephone service in a few ur-
ban areas where it functions

and
not
the
not

$

sporadically.
should also mean better edu-
cation [facilities,
vices and inc

publicized

and costly
development

effort, where
fo -experts were

at up to US :%.
year, that too tax free and

This much vaunted devel-
opment effort has created a
foreign debt of 11 billion
Dollars but the result so far has
been that the net rate
has gone down and health
services are almost non exis-
tent. The goal of development
would be much better served
by reducing wastage, misman-
agement and mis-allocation of
scarce resources rather than
imposing more taxes and fur-
ther denuding a people who
are already poor and starving,
And borrowing huge amount of
money is not the answer either
and should not be the means
or goal of the economy or the
government.

The wirter, an MBA from a US
university worked for a number of
years as financial analyst and
planner in chemical and construc-
tion industries in LA, USA.

its invariable veto, while the
Zionist is committing
every sort of atrocity against
the innocent Palestinians. The
US condemned these cruel
acts from time to time but only
in a feeble way. Israel paid no
heed to that.

Now, if Israel goes on with
its plan to increase the Jewish
population in the occupied
territories the Palestinians will
ultimately be compelled to
lead a ' lile. 't that
jeopardise the situation
inviting diverse problems for
the whole world?

AMM Tartk
Middle Halt Shahar,

Chittagong.



