Come fo CHITTAGONG Come fo

BANGKOK THAI RESTAURANT |
The House of Peace & Rest, The Place of High Class.
We Cordially invite you to fry our Beautifully

prepared and Beaufifdlly presented authentic
THAI CUISINE ond SEAFOOD in the cosy
atmosphere of a LOVELY HOUSE.

1443 ASIAN HIGHWAY ROAD, NASIRABAD,
CHITTAGONG. RSVP CALL TEL: 226803

VOL. 1 _NO. 241 REGD. NO. DA 781

e w———
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International

Yugoslav Navy lifted a
blockade of Split at the
same time the Croa-
tians restored supplies
of water and electricity
to Yugoslav Army
barracks
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Article

With more and more
republics declaring
independence from

Moscow the question

of control of Soviet

nuclear weapons is
increasingly being de-
bated. The issue of who
has the finger on the
nuclear trigger has
become crucial for
Western strategic
analysts
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Feature

Banking and
Finance

Privatisation and Hol-

ding Company Opera-
tions: An Analysis
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Dhaka Day by Day

“For me it's ‘no work,
no pay, so [ try to put
in as much work as |
can,” says Mukul,
who repairs cane
furniture
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Business

Due to the internal
political turmoil the
Soviet Union did not
buy tea from Bangla-

desh since Decem-

ber, adversely
affecting tea
exports
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NEWS BRIEFS

PM visits Feni
today

FENI, Sept 23 : Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia

CHITTAGONG,
The election of the Chittagong
University Tecachers Asso-
ciation (CUTA), scheduled on

28, was poned
m'hl-ﬂl:mrum

23

and lack
atmosphere.
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World Bank Annual Report

Bangladesh faces
uncertain prospects

Bangladesh, along with six
other Asian countries cate-
gorised as "slower-growth
economies”, faces "uncertain
or clouded prospects” for the
first years of the new decade
following "low and declining
growth rates” in the 1980s,
according to the Annual
Report (1991) of the World
Bank released on Monday.

The six other “"slower-
growth economies” in Asia are
: Laos, Myanmar (Burma),
Nepal, The Philippines, Sri
Lanka and Vietnam. :

These economies all share,
to some degree, "an ominous
convergence of rapid popula-
tion growth, ecological vulner-
ability, large numbers of abso-
lute poor, and deeply moted
domestic and external macro-

Star Economic Report

economic problems, the re-
port said.

it said the development
constraints among the "slower-
growth economies” of Asia vary
in intensity and composition
from country to country but
there is the same "ominous
convergence™ of economic
problems. "Exceptional skills
will be needed in managing
cconomic policy and infras-
tructure investments if these
problems are to be addressed
effectively. Resolute redirec-
tion of public expenditure to-
wards family planning, rural
social services and environ-
mental rechabilitation and
preservation of forests, soils
and water is also needed in
"such slower-growth
economies”, the report noted.

Mentioning Bangladesh, the
report said, economic growth
in the country in 1991 was ex-
pected to be lower than in the
previous which was 6.2
per cent even before the April
1991 cyclone. It is now esti-
mated to have been about
three to 3.5 per cent in the
year. It added that there had
been a build-up of foreign ex-
change reserves recently on

account of a slowdown of im-
ports, partly reflecting slug-

gish growth.
"Some of the major tasks
confronting the rnment”,

the report said, "include im-
plementation of a prioritized
public investment programme,
focusing on key areas like so-
cial sectors and infrastructures

See Page 12 Col. 6

Biswas emerges as lone BNP
presidential candidate

The name of Abdur Rahman
Biswas on Monday figured
prominently among those be-
ing considered by the BNP
leadership for nomination for
the post of president.

BNP sources told The Daily
Star that the party chiefl and
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia discussed the matter with
party lecaders at a number of
forums on ;

A final decision will be an-
nounced some time today
(Tuesday), the sources said
adding that the selection of
Abdur Rahman Biswas as the
candidate appeared to have
been finalised.

An Awami League source
said that the central leadcers of
the party now available in the

Star Report

city are expected to meet to-
day (Tuesday) to take a deci-
sfon in this regard.

Awami League chief and
Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament Sheikh Hasina re-
turned to Dhaka last night
after her tour of the northern
districts. She, however, was
loo tired to have mec

BNP sources indicated that
the party leadership has ex-
pressed within the party fold
an opinion that Law Minister
Mirza Golam Halfiz was indis-
pensable to the Treasury
Bench. Thus his nomination
for the post of president a
peared remote. — o

The sources said that the
attitude of the BNP leadcrship
towards Dr. Badruddoza

Chowdhury appeared to be
cold Monday. lcaders
of the party were not happy
with Dr. Chowdhury’s handling
of the situation arising out of
his differences of o

When contacted Speaker
Abdur Rahman Biswas said that
he was not aware of any devel-
opment centering on him.
Neither did he contact any-
m was he contacted by

in this regard.

A veteran parliamentarian
Speaker Abdur Rahman Biswas
emphasised :Il'm H: was hold-
ing a very ilied position
which he Jnry el:cr to

- upheid,
he just could not lobby lor ob-
taining his nomination for the
post of president.
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Jasimuddin, a student of Dhaka University, with stab

injuries.

- — Star photo

By DU Correspondent

Jasimuddin, a third year
student of Dhaka Universitly
and a Chhatra League (BCL) ac-
tivist was stabbed and Golam
Mustala Sujan, its varsity unit
president was assaulted al-
legedly by Jattyatabadi Chhatra
Dal WUCD) activists in two scpa-
rale incidents on the campus
Monday .

The incidents were sequel
to an earlier abortive attempt
allegedly by BCL activists 1o
kidnap a JCD activist from the
Science Annex bulilding
premises at about 12-45 pm.
The kidnappers were chased
away by fellow JCD activists
prescnt there at the moment
when two shots were also
fired, witnesses said.

The agitated JCD workers
then stabbed Jasimuddin, at
the Science Annex compound.

Tension soon spread on the
campus and a group of armed
youths, allegedly JCD workers,
came at the Madhu's Canteen
premises riding on two private
cars. They entered into the
canteen and forced the
Chhatra League workers to
leave the place at gun point.
Sujan was assaulted by the agl-
taled youths during that time.

The incident created panic
among the students and they
ran helter-skelter for their

JMmmmﬂm
the Dhaka Medical College
Hospilal and later released.

Kidnap attempt retaliated
on DU campus

I have many
things to say,
but not now,
says DU VC

By DU Correspondent

Prol Moniruzzaman Miah,
Vice-Chancellor of Dhaka
University today said viclence
on the was not due to
any administrative failure but
was prompted from outside.

The same causes which
caused vioclence on the DU
campus also gripped hundreds
of other educational institu-
tions in the country, he ob-
served.

He said he had many things
to say but could not say now
because of his as Vice-
Chancellor. "My neutrality as
Vice-Chancellor would be af-
fected if | say these things
now,” Prol Moniruzszaman told
a function eof the DU
Journalists Association ar-

ranged at the TSC to give
::Idlhiunulﬂin(ntm-

The Vice-Chancellor term-

of conducive '

Iraq rebuilding

UNITED NATIONS, Sept
23: US President Bush,
warning that lrag was rebuiid-
ing its weapons of mass de-

in a speech to the United
Nations General Assembly,
President Bush also said eco-
nomic sanctions on [rag must
remain as long as Iragl leader
Saddam Hussein remains In

siruction and subject
people 1o terrorism. He con-
tinues his contempt for UN
resclutions,” Bush said.
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TRAINS OF WOODPILE : With none around to stop them effectively, bands of unauthorised wutmrsu
trading in firewood from the Barind forest causing-calously — the prized woodland to shrink.
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Nizami, Menon
Suranjit want
consensus
candidate

A scnior opposition MI’ on
Monday suggested that the
President of the country
should be elected on the basis
of consensus, report UNB.

Rashed Khan Menon said
the presidency under parlia-
mentary sysicm is a ceremo-
nial post. So, he said, the
President should be clected
after consultations belween
the ruling party and the oppo-
sition in parliament.

Menon, General Secretary
of Workers Party and frontline
lcader of the Five-Party
Alliance, said “unfortunately,
the ruling BNP did never con-

national issues.”
About the “open-ballot”
See Page 12 Col. 4

Jamaat, Workers
Party reject
JP plea for

fresh elections

Two opposition partics
Monday rcjected outright the
Jattya Party plea for fresh polls
on ground of change in the
system ol government.

Talking to UNDB, Workers
Party leader Rashed Khan
Menon, MP, and Jamaal-e-
Islami Secretary General
Matiur Rahman Nizami, MP,
said the main objectives of the
anti-autocracy movemenl and
the last gencral elections was
to establish parliamentary
democracy.

The JP leaders al a press
conference op Sunday dc-
manded [resh election Lo par-
lament. saying it's "a sine qua

See Page 12 Col. |

CPB congress to
be held without
political document

By Staff Correspondent

The Central Committee of
the Communist Party of
Bangladesh (CPB) has decided
not to table the political doe-
ument at the party's 5th
congress o begin here [rom
October 3. Instead, a compre
hensive ‘political resolution
would be placed.

The document for the
congress, which was approved
by the central commitlee in
May last your, has already been
circulated in the party.
According to party sources,

See Page 12 Col. 2

weapons . Bush

would have access to the doc-
uments on Tuesday.

He sald the papers con-
tained “documentary cvidence
that Iraq was engaged In a
substantial nuclear weapons
development programme.”

Giving details of the latesl
clash tween the Iraqf
authorities and UN inspectors
scarching for weapons of mass
destruction. Council President
Jean-Bernard Merimee of
France said the UN team found
a "substantial amount of docu-
mentation related to Irag's
nuciear activities and 0 nu
clear weapons.”

He said the head of the UN

commission in charge
See Page 12 Col. 6
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Ministers to be

executive heads

of ministries

By Mostafa Kama)l Majumder

The Cabinet which had its
first meeting Monday alfter the
switchover to parliamentary
democracy is learnt to have
taken a decision making min-
isters executive heads ol min-
istries.

Reliable sources say this
was Lthe only decision taken in
the meeting which lasted
three hours. So long secre-
tarics were the executive
heada of ministries. ~ .

The change was being dis-
cussed for quite some time.
And a committee headed by
Agriculture Minister Mag Gen
(retd] Majidul Huq has alrecady
been assigned to change the
Rules of Business accordingly.

In the changed circum-
stances cach minister will be
responsible for the activities of
his ministry to Parliament, and
the secretaries will be respon-
sible for their activities to the
minister.

Sources say there was lively
discussion in the cabinet over
the issue. And at one stage
even some scnior secretlarics

present at the mecting spoke.
Monday's decision of the
cabinet, the sources say, marks
a major change in the adminis-
trative sctup since the
Liberation of Bangladesh.
Sccretarics used to be ex-
ecutive heads of ministrics
during the first three and a
half years of parliamentary
democracy under the Awami
League. they pointed out.
BSS adds: The first
of the cabinet aflter the
rcestablishment ol the parlia-
mentary form of government
in the country was held on
Monday al Bangabhaban with

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda |

Zia in the chair, according to
an official handout.

At the very outset of the
mecting, recitation from the
Holy Quran was followed by a
munajal praying for the suste-
nance ol hard- earned parlia-
mentary democratic system in
the country.

Cabinet ministers and state
ministers-in-charge attended
the mecting.

. Zia on her assumption o

Chiefs of three
services call
on Khaleda

The chiefs of three ser-
vices, Lt Gen Muhammad Noor
Uddin Khan of Army, Rear
Admiral Mohaiminul Islam of
Navy and Air Vice Marshal Altal
Hossain Chowdhury of Air
Force, called on Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia at
her Secretariat office Monday
moming, reports BSS.

They congratulated Begum
the
office of the chiefl executive of
the country under the new
parliamentary system ol gov-
ernment.

See Page 12 Col. §
People won't

it fails to run
govt : Hasina

SAIDPUR (Nilphamart),
Sept 23 : Awami League
President and Leader of the
Opposition Sheikh Hasina to-
day warncd that the pecople
would not forgive the BNP gov-
ernment il it fails to run the
country in keeping with their
aspiration, reports UNB,

People-oriented pro-

grammes including education,
employment, industrialisation

See Page 12 Col. 7
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Packed with vitamins.

m Packed with energy.

Packed with taste.

chocolatey taste.




