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'A Friend in Need is a Friend Indeed’

Y the Grace of Allah,
the Merciful, the
ol Saudi Arabia
are ce ting the Kingdom's
60th national day today in the
midst of joy and determination
to achieve further peace and
progress in future. This day Is
a day ol great histerical
significance for the natton and
also fitting occaston for s
people to recall how an
fllustrious son of the Kingdom,
King Abdul Asziz Al-Saud,
utilised his political wisdom
and farsightedness 0 lay the
foundation of a socially strong
and peolitically unified country
according to the principles of
Islam and aspirations of the
people Rapid progress in
various national sectors, in-
cluding education, health,
transportation. agriculture and
industry have placed the
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The Ambassador's Message

Kingdom among the very lew
mos! modern and developed
nations of the world.

Saudi Arabia is now imple-
menting its ith five-year plan
(1990-85) which calls for gov
ernment expenditure of 201
billlon dollars, with modest
annual increases from 38 bil-
lion dollars in 1990 0 42 bil-
lon dollars in 1996, The Afth
development plan envisages
overall economic growth of
around 3.2 per cent a year.
The most dramatic indicators
of Saudi Arabla's cconomic
growth are the expansion of
Saudi ‘Aramco’, the Kingdom's
mammoth oil producer, and
Saudi Arabtan Basic Industries
(SABIC) which is primarily a
petrochemicals manufacturer.
Although Saudi Arabia today
enjoys a well-diversified econ-
omy, iis wealth is primarily

Ultra-modern : Jeddah wears a 21st century look.
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based on wvast oil resources
which is estimated to be
around 285 per cent ol the
world's proven reserve

Saudi Arabia’'s social system
has been unigue under the
lcadership of King Fahd Din
Abdul Aziz, the Custodian of
the Two lioly Mosques, which
has su ed in creating a
sense of cohesion and unity
among the people. This won
derful unity and cohesion was
witnessed during the Gull o
sis. King Fahd Bin Abdul Aziz s
‘'open-door’ policy has
strengthened the legacy ol
Saudi brotherhood which has
turned out to be the greatest
assets for the nation.

Saudi Arabia's steadlast ad
herence to Islam has strength-
ened its foundation and the
Kingdom is proud of its prac-
tice of Shariah. King Fahd has
reaflirmed on many occasfons
that unity among the Islamic
couniries and their adherence
to Islamic tencts would make
them victorious ultimately.

Inshallah, Saudi Arabia will
strictly follow the téachings of
the Quran and Sunnah in all its
affairs. The Kingdom will not
implement any system or ide-
ology that contradicts the
teachings of Islam which has
proved to be the best way of
life for mankind. To serve the
cause of Islam has been therc
fore the prime concern of the
Saudi pcople and government.

Saudi Arabia is a peace-lov-
ing country and will use all the
mcans at its disposal to work
for peace. The whole world

witnessed how the Saudi
Arabian leaders tried their best
during the Gulf crisis to prevail
upon the Iraqi leaders "to lis-
ten to the voice of reason and
the call of conscience”. Saudi
leaders, including King Fahd
Bin Abdul Aziz, made cvery
possible effort at all levels Lo
avoid the critical circum
stances which the Arab nations
were passing through during
the unfortunate Gulfl crisis.

Saudi Arabia's request for
military assistancc was in re-
sponse o Iraq's violation of all
norms and rules and defiance
of the international legitimacy.
Saudi Arabia's policy all
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Ambassador Al-Maimanee

through the Gulf crisis was
guided by its anxicty to achicve
world peace by achieving sta-
bility and prospcrity of the
Arabs and protect the region
against all dangers and ten-
sifons. The Kingdom is con-
tributing its mite for the suc-
cess of the new peace initiative
in the Middle East.

It may be appropriate here
to mention that relations be-
tween Saudi Arabia and

Saudi National Day

Bangladesh stands on a very
strong footing. By now both the
nations have proved that the
depth of the fraternal relation-
ship belween them have re-
peatedly shown that these two
countries are partners in de-
velopment. The saying goes !
“A friend in need is a fried in-
deed”,

Bangladesh's spontancous
response (o Saudi Arabia’'s re-

quest for troops attained his-
torical significance as the ges

ture showed Bangladesh's deep

concern for the safety of the
holy shrines of Islam. By de-
ploying a token force in Saudi
Arabia h has proved
that she and Saudi Arabia have
a deep commitment to each
other's wellare and security.

When in April last the dev-
aslating cyclone hit the coastal
areas of brotherly Muslim
country of Bangladesh it was
certainly the turn of Saudi
Arablia to reciprocate. The
Kingdom was the first to react
upon the sad news of the dov-
astating . Under
instruction from the Custodian
of the Two lleoly Mosquces, King
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Holy Land : The Prophet's mosque at Medina

Heartiest Felicitations to the Government §3

and the Brotherly People of the :
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
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Ancient : A sandcastle in Najran.

Fahd Bin Abdul Aziz several
Saudia Mights rushed to Dhaka
with initial help such as food-
stuff, blankets, tents,
medicines etc. to mitigate suf-
ferings of the cyclone victims.
King Fahd's special instruc-
tion to concerned Saudi gov-
ermmment authority to allocate
an amount of 400,000,000/
(106 mildon US dollar) to help
for reconstruction of the dev-
astated arca and voluntary rais-
ing of lunds by Saudi private
philanthropic organizations
and visit of the representatives
of Islamic World Relief
Organization to the aflected
arcas, and above all, formation

on their

of fund raising committices by
the Governor of Riyadh Prince
Salman Bin Abdul Aziz, and the
Governor of Aseer, Prince
Khaled Al-Faisal, as well as
other gencrous people of dif-
ferent regions of Saudi Arabia.
The cight projects in which
the Saudi grant will be utilised
envisages construction of mul-
tipurpose buildings to accom-
modate schools, mosques,
clinics which can also be used
as shelters during- disasters,
constructien ol houses for the
worst victims, reconstruction
of two telecommunication
towers at Chittagong and mi-
cro-wave telecommunication
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link at Betbunia and
Chittagong, supply of drinking
waler, reconstruction of foed
storage godowns, import of
fertilizer, restoration of elec-
tricity transmission lne and
reconstiruction of embank-
ments in the coastal arcas.

May Allah give us strength
to hn)il fast our uml‘uk:f:ie
faith in Him so that we can ful-
fil our obligations towards the
welfare of the Muslim Ummah,
and for that matter, the hu-

manity at large.

— A Hl ‘ﬂ“ Hﬁlilﬂh A!_
Maimanee, Ambassador of
Saudi Arabia 10 Bangladesh
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