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Indian oil workers

threaten strike
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"We give the government 72
hours...io secure the safe re-

lcase of our colleagues. If we

JN Hall student

assaulted, ousted

by BCL workers
By DU Correspondent

Bidhan Ghose, a resident
student of the Dhaka
University's Jagannath Hall,
was scriously assaulted Friday
moming allegedly by a group of
the Chhatra League (S-A) sup-
porters in his hall room.

His elder brother, a worker

of the Chhatra Dal,
eariier resided in that room.
* The Chhatra attack-

ers also ousicd Bidhan from
his room [Number 277) in the
south building of the hall.

Bomb blast
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Later in the afternoon,
Awami League held a rally at
Uhe Shahid Minar Square.

Addressing the meeting
Abdus Samad Azad said Awami
League had extended all coop-
eration o the government in
the hope of consolidating
democracy and bringing about
people’'s wellare, but the gov-
ernment belied all the expec-
tations.

Miladunnabi
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the country's educational insti-
tutions in connection with Lhe
observance of the holy occa-
sion. The competition will be
held on various events includ-
ing kerat, recitation, Haamd
and Naat.

Tamuddun Majlish has ar-
ranged a discussion on
Miladunnabi today at 4 p.m. at
the Bishwa Grantha Kendrya
auditorium. Eminent Islamic
thinkers and educationists will
take part in the discussion.

Bangladesh Ahle Sunnat
will hold a religious rally this
afternoon in f[ront of the
National Press Club. The
Jamayat's other programmes
include holding n‘!Em{h:I and
offering special prayer. The
Jamayat will also hrlm:ut a

s procession the
rally to mark the occasion.

Nazrul Institute has taken
up elaborate programmes in-
cluding Mi Mahfil to ob-
serve the occasion in a befit-
ting manner. The Institute will
also hold a discussion on
"Hazrat Muhammad (Sm) in
Nazrul's poem” and "Haamd
and Naats of Nazrul’ at 4
pm at “Kabi Bhaban".

Milabdunnabi Udjapan
Commiittee of Salimullah Road,
Mohammadpur has arranged
an open recitation and kerat
competition for children in
observance of the holy occa-
sion. The Committee will also
hold a religious discussion (Waj
mahfil) to be participated by
eminent Islamic thinkers.

Bangladesh Seerat Mission,
will hold Quran Khawani,
Siratunnabl Mahfil, Milad and
special prayer after Magreb
ﬂr;r at Patuatuli Jam-e-

H Anjuman and its
branches through out the
country have chalked out elab-

orate programmes including
holding religious congrega-
tions, Ursekul Majlish and
special prayers in observance
of the occasion. The Anj
main programme will be held
on Secptember 22 at the

remises of Haji Shahbag
Lqu: adjacent to the mazars

the three national leaders
where

- §

holy occasien. The pro-

mwhluh began on
18 with a religious

discussion, will

through holding

conclude
zikir, milad

and special prayer tomorrow at

the mosque premises.

don't get their safe reiease we

will on strike”, the Delhi
aof the ONGC OMcers
Union announced on Thursday

Al-Umer Mujahedeen,
among the Muslim groups

fighting to secede Kashmir
Eﬁn India. It paralyscd life all

over Lhe valley.

Silayev
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Prime Minister that exports
from the republic were down
51 per cent from last year,
leaving the government short
of hard currency for needed

like grain.

Silayev said Wednesday he
will quit as Russian Prime
Minister once a new national
council is formed to manage

chaotic Sovict economy.
HE has k::n lppninltdn::{r

hecad the new Inter-Republic
Economic Committee, a new

governing structure proposed
in the wake of the fnll:nug

18-21 coup.
Mikhail Gorbachev, In-
trigued by the idea of

Americans coming to teach
business techniques, favours an
infusion of Western know-how
over cash to solve the country's
long-lerm cconomic problems,
US oflicials say.

Related story on page 6

Divine blessings
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Acting President sought divine
blessings for pecace and happi-
ness for Muslims as well as the
whole mankind.

He prayed to Allah for giv-
ing us the ability to become
true followers of Prophet
Hazrat Muhammad (SM).

In her message Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
wished happiness, peace and
welfare of the Muslims
throughout the world on this
auspicious day. The Prime
Minister also hoped that ties of
[riendship belween people of
the world would be further
consolidated and strength-
ened. She urged all to forget
all narrowness and differences
and conduct themselves on the

th of truth and justice fol-

by the Prophet (SM).

"Let Allah the all merciful
give us the ability to do so,”
she said .

-UNB adds : In her message
Awami League President and
leader of the Opposition
Shetkh Hasina has greeted
Muslims in Bangladesh and
clsewhere in the world on the
holy occasion.

The ideals of Prophet
Muhammad will inspire us to
fight for truth, justice and
peace by ignoring all fears, re-
pression and torture, she said.

Hasina said the code of life
taught by the Prophet contains
the way for true emancipation
of the entire mankind in this
world of clash and conflict.

The Muslim Ummah had to
face disunity and split because
of deviation from the teac
of Prophet Muhammad (SM),
she said.

By following the Prophet's
teachings and ideals, she
added, the united Muslim
Ummah could play its historic
role in solving the problems of
the present day world.

The . Awami League
President regretted that the
message of the Prophet of
Allah is Tnﬂ:‘ wildémess in
Bangladesh, second largest
Muslim country of the world.

The objective of Eid-e-
Miladunnabi would be mean-
ingful only when the 90 per
cent men and women now liv-
ing below poverty level could
be emancipated from the curse
of poverty and deprivation.

"We are observing with
shame and sorrow that a sec-
tion of people using the name
religion is deceilving the reli-
gious minded innocent people
of the country. They also
blackened the name of Islam
by collaborating with the

in killing, loot-

Pakistani
- ing, mnmmpu during the

liberation war in 1971."

Hasina said this quarter is
still trying to confuse and mis-
-guide people in the name of
Islam.

"We must remain alert
against anti- le autocratic
rulers on ﬂmmn:: hand and
about fake preachers of rcli-
gion on the other."

She said, "Let the teachings
leﬂl&nmhm
guide.” '

Aerators addi
scientific fish

in Bangladesh.

Shrimp culture :
a year possible

The Burily Star

extra oxygen to water in a pond of the Aqua Culture Farm Limited, the first

—Star pheto by M K Majumder.

From Mostafa Kamal Majumder

COX'S BAZAR, Sept 20
Modern shrimp farm in the
suburb of Cox's Bazar town is
expected to give a per acre
yield of 2400 kilograms, al-
most ten times the average of
250 kg per acre, this year.

Owners of the farm — Aqua
Culture Farm Limited — say
they have already harvested a
crop of 900 kg per acre. By
December, another crop of
1500 kg an acre is expected.

Mohammad Nizamuddin,
managing director and Imran
Ahmed, director of the farm,
say it was but for the April 29
cyclone that their first crop of
the year was not above 900 kg
an acre,

The cyclone-induced storm
surge had not only flooded the
nine ponds of the fatm cover-
ing 29.1 acres, but also
whipped up as many as 72
boats and barges into those.
After the cyclone those vesscls
had to be taken out of the
ponds by cutling their banks.

The Taka 2.5 crore [arm
first started in 1985 as an or-
dinary 'gher’ on the bank of

the Bankkhali river at
Khurushkul union under Cox's
Bazar sadar upazila.

Modernisation of the farm
started in 1987 when the
Saudi-Bangladesh Industrial
and Agriculture Company
Limited sanctioned loan for
the project. By 1989, shrimp
yield in the farm crossed the
1000 kg-an-aere-per-year
mark. e

A pionecring project, the
Aqua Culture Farm, has regis-
tered the first major break-
through in Bangladesh. Says
Nizamuddin, "Shrimp culture

can be intensified to raise out-
put by lollowing its exampie.”
lHe says unplanned expan-
sion of shrimp culture can be
stopped through Intensifica-
tion by adopting scientific
methods and environmental
caused by encroach-
ment of forest and agricultural
lands can be minimised.

The farm traps and
other fishes during the dry
scason. Shrimp (ries are re-
lcased only in well maintained
ponds. Saline water is pumped

into the ponds and releasced
through pipes.

The ponds are prepared lo
ensure adequate nutrients in
the mud and proper chemical
balance in the water. Unlike
other farms, this farm does not
grow any other fish species
along wilh shrimps. Aeralors
arc used to add extra oxygen o
the water.

Since this farm is thor-
oughly mechanised it is possi-
ble to harvest two crops a year,
in place onc crop harvested in
other farms. Alter harvestling a
crop the botlom ol each pond
is cleaned and limed to obtain
the required acidity and alka-
linity balance before releasing
fresh [ries.

Imran Ahmed, who is also
an AL member ol parliament,
told this correspondent that
after starting the farm as an
ordinary ‘gher’ he had read a
newspapcer arlicle on sctentific
metheds of shrimp culture and
at the advice of a friendly
Singaporcan businessman he
went to Indonesia to sec [or
himself a modern shrimp cul-
lure project. We were con-

vineed that our farm could also
be modernised to intensily
shrimp production, he said.
First they tried to get loan
from Dangladesh Krishi Bank,

but failed. Then the Saudi
company came forward with
help. The project was then re-
designed in ing with the
advice received from a
Japanese expert. The [first
crop of the farm under inten-
sive culture had suffered due
lo excessive rainfall in 1987,
In the proccss they have
decided Lo opt for more locally
avaflable tools and equipment
to make Lthe project viable.
Ilmran said, they had
sct up a halchery along with
the project following advice of
foreign experts, but subse-
quently it appeared that the
salinity of the water available
from the nearby Bankkhali
canal was inadcquate for run-
ning a hatchery. Thus the

hatchery component had to be
drop after spending Taka
25 lakh.

They are confident that the
Taka 400 crore cxportl earning
in 1989-80 can be increased at
lcast ten times through verti-
cal expansion which can also
take care of the long-term en-
vironmental aspect by stop-
ping encroachment of forests
and paddy ficlds.

In Tiwan per acre yield of
shrimp is about 5000 kg a
year, and a family owning an
acre of shrimp farm can lead
luxurious life, Nizamuddin said.

In Bangladesh, 300 thou-
sand acres of land are now un-
der shrimp cultivation, but
productivily rcmains very low.

two crops
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policics in the occupied terri-
tories.

Baker met King Hussein on
Thursday and both men urged
the Palestinians not to miss
the chance for peace, with the
Jordantan monarch warning
that the alterative is disaster.

"l only hope they will re-
alise that time is short and the
alternative to serious progress
is only disaster,” King Hussein
told a joint press conference
following talks with Baker.

"What other options are
there?” he asked.

Baker echoed the King's
remarks and stressed that the
US-brokered peace conler-
ence, slated for October, was
the best opportunity that has
presented itself in a long, long
time.

"It is going to be a long time
before the bus ever comes
again,” the US official added.
"If this opportunity is missed,
in my opinion, the Palestinians
have perhaps the most to lose.”

Baker, on a seventh tour of
the region to set up the peace
conference since the end of
the Gulf war, has also been to
Isracl and to Egypt.

During each stop, except
Cairo, he presented officials,
including Palestinian figures,
with letters of assurances out-
lining the scope of a Middle
East conference jointly spon-
sored by Washington and
Moscow.

Informed Palestinian
sources have said that the doc-
ument was "insufficient be-
cause it failed to mention the
right of the Palestinians, to
self-determination on the West
Bank and Gaza Strip.”

Baker also met with hostil-
ity in lsrael where several offi-
cials have accused US
President George Bush of be-
ing a liar anhd of anti- Semitism
over his orders to Congress
this month to delay granting
Israel 10 billion dollars in loan
guarantees.

Arab countries believe that
Israel will use the money to

seitle Soviet immigrants in the
occupied 'territories.

President Assad on
Thursday told the American
network ABC that giving Israel
the loan guarantees would ob-

struct the peace process to Lhe

extreme.

Syria has exprcssed readi-
ness to participate in the
peace conference but Foreign
Minister Farouq Al-Shara said
latic Wednesday that the letter

of assuranees would be studied

thoroughly and that both sides
would stay in touch.

Baker said here Wednesday
there would be no conflict
between assurances given to
the various parties in the
Middle East.

Official Damascus Radio said
in a commentary : "Syria has
not and will not recognise any
interpretations to the wording
of international resolutions
that we have already adopted
to proceed with the peace
process, il these interpreta-
tions differ from the original
content of the internalional
organisation’'s resolutions.”

Parliamentary
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congratulated Begum Khaleda
Zia [or her assuming the office
of the Prime Minister and
wished that Allah would grant
her courage, strength and ca-
pability to guide the nation to
peace, prosperity and happi-
ness.

Bangladesh Hindu Oikya
Front while hailing Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
for her role in changing from
presidential to parliamentary
form of government, also con-
gratulated the Acting
President for performing his
duties. |

Oliul Islam Chowdhury

(Sokku Miah) of Bangladesh

Republican Parly has hailed
Begum Khaleda Zia for assum-
ing the office of the Prime
Minister under the
Parliamentary form of govern-
ment,

Others who hailed Begum
Zia included Jatiya Samaj-
tantrik Dal (JSD), Dakkhin
Bangla Jubo Kalyan Samity,
Manik Mia Parishad, Dhaka
Sahar Jubo Sangstha, Janadal
and Bangladesh Pustak Badhi
Sramik Fedcration.

Justice Abdur Rahman
Chowdhury, chairman, Liberty
Forum, has congratulated
Begum Khaleda Zia on her as-
sumption of office as the
elected head of parliamentary

government.
In a statement, Justice
Chowdhury also extended

felicitations to all political
parties for their sincere
cooperation in arriving at a
consensus in making the
historic transition. He
appealed to opposition parties
to _play their due role so that

democracy could be

meaningful and a success.

Baker reports progress

It was referring to United
Nations Security Council reso-
lutions 242 and 338, which
call for Israeli withdrawal [rom

the territories it occupied
during the 1967 Arab-Israel

war.
Editorial on page 4

Hasina
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and people's cash donation to
the Prime Minister's Relief
Fund were not
properly in the aflected areas.

Reliel materials were either
misappropriated or used for
political purposes by the ruling
party, the opposition leader
further alleged.

Hasina said the so-called
reliel operation of the govern-
ment was confined to state-
owned radio and television
only.

"People’s well-being cannot
be ensured merely by flying
over the aflected areas on
board helicopters at public ox-
pense and showing the aerial
trips on television.™

This government came to
power by making "false” elec-
tion promises to the people,
she said adding that although
an announcement was made to
exempt agricultural loans up to
Tk 5,000, the decision has not
yet been implemented, '

.On the contrary, she said
poor farmers are being ha-
rassed alter an official order
that only those unable to pay
the loan of Tk 5,000 will be
exempted. "This order is [ully
aimed at serving the political
purpose of BNP."

The Awami

League chiel

“said her partly stood for estab-

lishing the rights of the de-
prived multitude. Awami
League will not rest until eco-
nomic emancipation of the
poor and the deprived masses
is achieved, she assured. -'

While Hasina was visiti
different reliel centres and af-
fected areas, thousands of vil-
lagers rushed to her to tell
their tales of woes.

People at many places com-
plained that they have not yet
received any reliel material
from the government. At
Rajbari Maternity Centre, only
250 kg of rice were dis-
tributed for 985 inmates over
the last 10 days, they said.

The Awami Lcague chiefl
asked the party units and
workers to stand by the side of
the suffering masses in flood-
hit arcas through reliefl and
rehabilitation work.

distributed .

:

Burmese military
urged to remain

uni
BANGKOK, Scpl 20 A se-
nior Burmesc has called

on the armed forces o remain
united and resist “destructive

clements,” according to an of-
ficial radio report monitored
here Thursday.

"Member of the defence
forces, who are constructing
national unit, must remain
sicadlastly united, -and it is
mm.a? for them not to be
con by divisive tactics
and instigation by destructive
elements,” Major-General Myo
Nyunt said in a speech to army
officery and soldier in
Rangoon.

Myo Nyunt, a senfor mem-
ber of the ruling stale Law and
Order Restoration Council and
Rangoon arca commander did

| not elaborate.

A large proportion of the
armed forces backed the

position National League z;-

Democracy (NLD) in May 1990
elcctions.
than 80

The NLD won
per cent of the vole but the

.junla has rcfused to handover

power, saying a new constitu-
tion must be draflted first,

while numerous NLD members
remain imprisoned on varfous

charges.

500 tola gold
haul at ZIA

By Staff Correspondent

Customs oflicials on Friday
scized over 500 tolas of gold
worth about Taka 45 lakh from
a passcnger arriving at Zia
International Airport f[rom
Bangkok. The passenger,
Abdur Rahim Khan, was also
arrested.

According to Customs ofli-
cials, when the Thai airlines
flight TG-32] arrived from
Bangkok the movements of the
passenger aroused suspicion
among the Customs
Surveillance Team members
on duty at the airport.

Customs officials challcnged
the passenger just when he
was aboul to walk out of the
red channel afler completing
the necessary baggage checks
at the counter.

After he denied carrying
any fllegal items with him, a
deputy collector on duty
ordered a body-check on the
passenger. During the search
50 gold bars of ten tola each
and 20 gold chains weighing
20 wla was found rapped in
carbon paper with scotch-tape
inside I';Et thick canvass shoes
the pa was wearing.

Officials of other depart-
ments at the airport were also
present during the recovery.
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ISLAMABAD, Sept 20: Indian troops opened fire into the

Pakistan ruled sector of disputed Kashmir,
and injuring 20, the official Associated Press of
APT) new agency said today. 't accused Indian

of "unprovoked firing

|

|

sEven

on Thursday across a Uniled

ceasefire line into Pakistan-ruled Azad
s Neclham Valley. reports Reuter.

Koirala dismisses 47
civil servants

KATHMANDU, Sept 200 The four month-old Nepali

congress government of Girlja
47 civil servants and

Prasad Koirala has dismisscd

ted 44 others te the vacalcd

posts, an offlicial announcetpent said. The dismissed officials

included three high-ranking

secretarics, along with addi-

tional secrectaries, first and second class officials and some

junior officials, reports AFP.

Perez de Cuellar won't stay on

UNITED NATIONS; Sept 20 : Javier Perez de Cuellar on
Friday ruled out the possibility of his staying on as UN
Secretary General after his term expires at the end of this

. "1 am leaving this office in three months and 10 days.”

said at his annual news conlerence.

Perez de Cucllar, a Peruvian carcer diplomat, has run the
world organisation for 10 years, reports AP

Seven editors freed in Greece

ATHENS, Sept 20 : Seven
defying Greece's controversial
freed today aller spe

The
hﬂmm

led for

. WTC

newspaper editors.
new anti-terrorfsm

11 days in prison.
of some ol the country's lop editors, including
Press Minister Dimitris Maroudas, set ofl the

fiercest censorship row since Greece was run by an iron-
fisted military dictatorship from 1967 te 1974, reports

Reuter.

21 killed in Punjab

CHANDIGARH, Sept 20

: Militants

gunned down six

securitymen and injured six others and abducted a child In

Punjab since last night. Elsewhere in the siate, ‘18
including four militants, were killed during this
Meanwhilc, there is no trace of the 17-

Rajindcr Singh. grandson of the sister

people,
-old school boy
former union Home

Minisier Buta Singh, who was kidnapped on August 20 from

Amritsar, rcporis PTL
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tervenc with its autherity.” hc
told reporters.

Prime Minister Bob |lawkc
of Australia said UN interven-
tion was needed becausc
Yugoslavia had eflectively
ceased to exist as a country
and was gripped with an
"escalating tragedy.” He made
the comments in a letter he
sent Wednesday to UN
Secretary-General Javier Perez
de Cueller that urged Sccurity

Council consideration of the
issue.

The United Nations is pro-
hibited under its charter from
intervening in internal maltters
of member-states, although the

o
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Y'slav attack

conflict in Yugoslavia is enter-
ing a gray arca since Croatia
and Slovenia have declared

their indepehdence.

The 12-member EC de-
cided Thursday nol to send an
armed peacekeeping foree to
Yugoslavia. But EC foreign
ministers, meeting in the
Netherlands, to study
the possibility of a later de-

ployment.

Military experts and politi-
cal officials [rom the Western
European Union, a defensc al-
Hance, will meet Monday in
Bonn to begin drawing up a
blueprint for possible

European military action.
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