8 Whe Duily Stur

Eye-in-the-sky Fix on lllegal Loggers

by Manolo b-Jara

T HE Philippine govern-
ment has what
it ecalls “outmoded”
concepts of forest law
enforecement in fits to
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innovations nNow
mented is the

(FAST). According to the au-
thoritics, it has proved re-
markably effective in the cam-
paign against illegal

"FAST employs ern
and military tac-
ng air surveillance
teams and ground strike forces
working simultaneously.”
Environment and Natural
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a follow-up to the total ban on
log exports intreduced by the
rnment on July 1, 1989,
In addition, restrictions were
im on the cutti of
hardwood species as as
the l:l-lll.lrtaf saplings used as
nana plantations,
ll]l!‘tll"]l' in Southern
Philippines.

Henece the need for a more
effective means of stopping il-
legal ng. which is a major
cause ol forest destruction in
the country. The others arc
kaingin or slash-and-burn
farming, [uelwood-gathering
and charcoal-making.

According to Secrelary
Factoran, unsupported foot
patrols had been shown to be
usclcss. "A forest guard as-
signed to prolect 4,000

hectares of forest is as good no
guard at all.” hcuid

Not so with FAST, he said,
explaining how it operates.
Helicopters provide the “eye in
the sky” and sightings of sus-
picious logging activities below
are trunsmitied immediately to
the ground component eof
FAST, backstopped by armed
military units.

When reports of illegal log-
ging are confirmed, both air
and teams close In on
their quarry. Almost always,
this kind of eperation has suc
cecded.

An example is a FAST oper-
ation mounted Il.l'.l: last rr-r
against a h
plywood manu urlng rm in
Isabela province, Northern
Lazzon.

The firm was raided follow-
ing confirmation of reports
that the bulk of its log supplies
came from illcgal sources. The

FAST tecams confisceated fmu
then 50 millon
(US$1.8 million) worth of lngl
timber and plywood sheets,
considered the biggest single
haul in years.

The teams also seized and
impounded about 15 million

pesos [USSS5S5 500) worth of

machinery and vehicles used
in manulacturing and trans-

porting finished products.

Secretary Factoran said
FAST ticams arc proving
ly uselul in the surveil-
lance of forest covers,
monitoring of reforestation

projects, aside from providing
valuable acrial pho
Al the same lime, lw
ernment has ordered the clo-
surc ol 441 wood- ssing
plants like sawmills, “drying
up the once lucrative clandes-

tine timber market.”

The war against llicgal log-
gers also exiended (o the
courts throughout the country
where charges have been filed
against violators.

Unknown to many
Facloran, at least 700
have been filed so far in
courts against forestry law vio-
lators. In 1089 alone, he
added, 376 such cases were
filed and are awaiting judicial
action.

Of the numerous charges
field, the government won in
at least two big cases. The first
involved the wile of a
Constabulary clpt-m and h:r
busincss
convicted

or lttt
transport fllegally cu mtm
The second inveolved a

said Mr

Manila councillor who was

given a stifl term for
possessing -sourced
logs

But officials admit that the

fAight against illegal ligging is
far from over. One of Secretary
Factoran's aides cxplained to

that " 80-
uul h-n.-
to pnh:t th:

mntry'l
The aide was a ntly
referring to | busi-
ncssmen and politiclans as

well as military officers whose

iliegal logging and similar ne-
[arious activities have been ad-
versely aflected by the gov-
:mmr.:nt 8 uncompromising

— Depthnews Asia

Young People form Network
Of Earth Partners

I ﬂthc
ﬂull’wh
o

wrldyoul.h greater cflforts
the environment.

At a Global Youth Forum

meeting in New York, 1500

students from all parts of the

world told governments and

adults in general: "Don't leave

done just that. The Forum
heard: "The hall-life of ra-
dicactive wastc could be longer
than thc whole of remaining
human lifc on the planct un-
less we stop now manulfactur-

ing more death.”
The participants, aged ninc
to 18, promiscd: "We to

support you and collaborate
with you in preserving our
common home for future gen-
erations.”

The students agreed to
form a worldwidc network to
be known as Earth Parincrs.
Their first official act will be to
sign a Forum Petition.

The Forum is held annually
by the UN Environment
Programme (UNEP). Afler at-
tending workshops and held-
ing their general asscmbly at
the Unitced Nations, plan
to kecp in louch with cach
‘other and work on joint pre-
jects transcending national
boundarics.

Many young pcople vicw
nnliuml borders as just artifi-

cial "lincs in the sand” drawn
by grcedy old men playing for

morc powcr and profit by

tary mcans. They sce I"hll lhc
astronauls scc [rom the spacc;
a [ragile Earth, its wounds of
toxic dumps and raging ofl-firc

smoke “visible even to the
heavens. ™

UNEP arr for work-
shops In nct and com-

puter communication, in addi-
tion to pancls in environmen-
tal educalion, conservation,

in the coanference

members of the Environmental
Youlh Alllance in Vancouver
made people throughout
Canada, the United Statcs and

since been urging adults to
join them "in taking action on
international environmental
and devclopment issues.”

From rador, two
Inuit wi s

teacher cxplained their cl{:rll

to protcct tl'n:ir health and cul-
ture from the effects of low-
altitude flying by warplancs
from ncarby NATO military
basc Goose Bay.

Their riual and survival of
their culture depend on Lhe
caribou. The Lraditional roulcs
and habils of the herds arc
being disrupled by Lhe
German, Duich, British and
soon Soviet aircraft streaking
low over the ground to stralc,
bomb and engagc in air combat
praclice. The Canadian
Government

sca turtles by preventing
hers their cggs.

As a rcsult of the public aware-
ness gencraled by their media

cam cgg poaching was
rclluzr‘fmm 85 per cenl 1o
10 per cent.

Brazil,

Ceordinator
their Canadian DeMon

Dulelc

Barbados Politicians | D

Challenged by the
New 'Green Vote'

by Robert Goddard

BRIDGETOWN, BARBADOS :

Politicians in Barbados are
assessing the of a new
factor in the island

— the “environinental vote”.

A coalition of groups rang-
ing from teachers to taxi-

drivers is ing against
plans to build houses on
the pristine East Coast. The is-
sue has the biggest
Hﬂ:l island's history.
Wlnﬂnhtﬂln
series of rows over proposed
developments. A government
plan to build a golf course on
the last fresh-water swamp
was shelved after opposition.
Lahbyhulhniumedmm-
prevent squatters
iunan‘unﬂ:enuntry’
most important water catch-
ment area.
While the lobby has so far
failed to block the East Coast

development, it has succeeded

in another important goal: land

use has a new high in

the island's press all three

litical fes have been
to te the issue.

- The rnment has re-
fused to reconsider its East
Coast plans and has ignored
requests for a meeting with
objectors, but pressure is
maintained.
East Coast is a geo-
distinct area in the
ensely-populated tourist
country of 254,000 people.
Unlike the rest of the island,

vistas and spectacular views of
the Atlantic Ocean.

Since the 1960s successive
governments have agreed to
protect the fragile environ-
ment and preserve access to

its unique geological features.
The Barbados Development

Plan reserves the area for
"special environmental con-
trol”,

That policy is now under
threat: the government has
given for construc-
tion uwnm-.w homes,
together with roads and other
facilities.

The decision provoked a-
public outcry early last year
when the Minister of Hnunlng
and Lands overruled the Town
and Country Planning
Department, which had previ-
ously turned down the pro-
posal. The protests i.m:nd the
government, which was facing
an election, to put its plans on
hold.

A year later, the plan has
been resurrected. In March
the land sales were advertised
in the press, signalling that
the project was to go Ih:ad

Environmental - groups
called a sgries of meetings, co-
ordinated by the Barbados
National Trust. For the first
time the coalition brought to-
gether or tions as diverse
as wildlife groups, luﬂ:hcn,
estate agents, business
taxi drivers, farmers
liers.

The Barbados Secondary
'I“‘e:}wrnl.lninnhllﬂ-nind

plan in its weekly
perwhunnundthnﬂuh-dm’:-
Hotel Association calls the de-
velopment “tragic’. Other pro-
testors include the Barbados
Agricultural Society and the
Barbados Association of
Medical Practitioners.

in an objection to the
Ministry of Housing and Lands,
the National Trust has said :
'ﬂnhndinrmpnﬂol’nnm
of ou natural beauty
and is at the core of a lager
area considered to be the focal

m._ln the proposed National

espite the  United
Stales’ k! . proclai-
med War @ rugs, the

drug trade in Sow’ Vacrica is
Mourishing. Cocaine harons are
using new routcs through
Brazil now that (raditional
trade routes [rom refinerics in
Colombia through the
Caribbcan are under tight
control.

With them have arrived vio-
lecnce and corruption that
other South American coun-
tries have expericnced for
years.

Sixty tonncs of cocaine, re-
fined in Colombia, Bolivia and
Peru, passcs through DBrazil
cach year on its way to North
Amcrica and Europe. The phe-
nomenon was virtually un-
known in Brazil only five yecars

The added transport cost is
insignificant, with the strcet
value of cocaine running at
$USS50 million a tonne.

In the past scven months,
police made three major
scizures of half a tonne each in
or near Sao Paulo, and about
four tonncs in other s of
Brazil in the last 15 months.

Attempts lo stop produc-
tion and shipment of the drugs
are proving futile. It is csti-
mated thal only five per cent

ICHAEL Croggon is an
inspiring and inspired
man. Dcspile being
confined to a wheclchair by
the progressively crippling
Motor Ncurone Discase, he has
undertaken a daunting [ive-
year projecl aimed at
protecting and conserving Lhe
resources of the weorld's
rainforests,

Croggon, rescarching for
his doclorate at Oxford
University's Forestry Institute,
has been selected as joint win-
ner of a new global environ-
ment award — the Jameson
Award — for "achievement, vi-
sion and courage that impacts
on the lives of the people of
the Twenly First Century.”

He is compiling what the
Forestry Institute describes as
the most comprehensive
databasc on the characteristics
and propertics of almost 1,000
Amazonian trec species. Not
only  will the project htlp

better
Amazon forests, iL also hu
greal relevance o the forest
regions of Alrican and Asia.

It is a subject to which he
hrhplvcﬂﬂl'pmwtl-

‘perience, having spent 13

years as a limber bu
ing with imports of

, deal-
rdmd

Drug Corruption Spreads
to Brazil Like a Weed

By Patrick Knight

Attempts to block the flow of drugs out of Colombia, Bolivia and Peru have now
pushed the drug trade into Brazil. As Gemini News Service reports, corruption has
- spread through all the layers of society — from farmers to police to politicians.

of what passcs through Brazil
is intcreepted.

The rest [inds its way easily
onto one of the 25 interna-
tional flights leaving Brazil
each day, or one of the 100
ships which leave its ports

cach weck, hidden among car-

gos of collec, cocoa, paper or

shoes.

Even though thousands of
traflickers have been impris-
oned in Brazil, the price of
coca in the US, the main co-
caine market, is falling because
so much is getting through.

The tradc is penetrating all
levels of society.

The brother of a federal
congressman was caught driv-
ing a truck containing 455 ki-

los of cocainc in Sao Paulo in
Junc. To try to avoid arrcst, he
used an identily card signed by
his brother saying he worked
in Congress in Brazil. His
brother, who represents the
statc of Rondonia, is likely o

be cxpelled from Congress,
Although the congressman

cannot buy his way out of his
problem, more and morc po-
licemen are learning to usc the
system to their advantage.
Many accept moncy rather
than report what is hidden in a
truck co [rom the west.
Corruption has also reached
the military. Earlier this ycar,
the entire anti-drug platoon of
the Bolivian army was takcn off
the job becausc it had become

Seeing the Wood
Through the Trees

How can the nced to protect the resources of the world's
rainforests be reconciled with the grave threat poscd by
continucd logging and farming? Gemini News Service focuses
on cfforts by a man of "achicvement, vision and couragc” (o
show how commercial, ecological and environmental intercsts

can co-exist. By Nick Cater

soft woods [rom all over the
world, before turning to re-
search and study.

Croggon wanis to help in-
troduce Limber users to
species of trees from Brazil,
Colombia, Peru and Ecuador
that they may not be familiar
with, but which are perfectly
suitable for their nu:dl.

Croggon's research -is in-
spired by the problems caused
by commercial logging of a

wvery  limited numbt:r of well
known

species, many of which
arc

endangered.
Pursuit of these specics,
such as Drazilian mahogany,
can lead lo much -idur dam-

age, especially when logging

company roads allow slash and
bumn farmcrs access to the for-
est.

One small area of rainforest
can contain 300 or more
species of Lree. Many of these,
argues Croggon, are un-
derutilised, despite being suit-
able for many uses — from
furniture to house bulldhg

because of characteristics such
strength, colour, quality of

grain or case of culling.

"In the UK, for example,
companies use y lor
window [rames and double
glazing installation,” says
Croggon. "This is a species

vuﬂhrmrqudfhudhrlunhan
undemanding use, so one aim

- in by governments secki

virtually useless as a result of
its hecavy infiltration by trafl-
fickers.

- In DBolivia and Peru, the
army has been brought in to at-
tcmpl to halt the traflic.
Amcrican troops are “invited®
ng any
assistance they can find to
solve their acute ecconomic
problems.

Bolivia grows $2 billion
worth of coca leaves year.
It earns farmers $25, per
hectare, ten times the income
of a legal crop like maize.

Even though coca makes u
only ten per cent ol the vol-
ume ol Brazil's exports, it
carns about the same as all its
legitimate exports combined.

would be to ldcntifjr common,
cheaper woods.”

Au part of rainforest man-
agement, Croggon's rescarch
could allow an cxpansion of the
few existing schemes for care-
fully controlled harvesting and
natural forest regeneration.

This would be done in con-
cert with other sustainable sys-
tems — from rubber tapping
and Brazil nut ga to the
collection of plants with medi-
cal or cosmctic properties —
and would bring in Ee er in-
comes for forest pcoples as
well as more foreign exchange
at national level.

Croggon says: "Suslainable
logging is certainly pessiblc.
Even now, commercial logging
on ils own is far lcss damaging
than stripping forest to create
pasture for livestock.

"The question of conscrving
forests is very close to my

- heart and | hope my work can

be of real use to others in
practical ways,” he said al the
award ceremony in London. "
am obviously keen thal my
achievements will encourage
others all over the world to
make Lthal extra effort to sue-
ceed.”

"Sustainable forest man-
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Fixing the Blame
for Forest Losses

by Domingo C. Abadilla

ECRIMINATION be-
tween rich and poor
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Chiel Minister Josep
Pairin Kitingan m'lhdlﬂ the

environmenialists that their

many

roblems of the world. While
was willing to kecp its
intact for sake of

for the loss of an | t
source of _Iiv:llhm

m offi-
cial, Prima Industries
Minisicr Lim Yalk, said
that P nations criticis
ing decveloping countrics
should fArst

showed that medium-scale
forests also play an important
role in absorbing carbon diox-
ide and stabilising climatic
conditions.

Indulging in this kind of

debate will nol solve any prob-
lem. Afler all, there is a
growing conscnsus that the
developed nations bear much
of the blame for global envi-
ronmental
the threal lo the ozone

lh:.rucnhunc&ct.louol‘

diversity, and ocean pollution.

in its report
tled The World Bank and the
Environment, the World Bank
declared that primary respon-
sibility for global environmen-
tal :ms coniinued to rest
with the industrial countries.
However, il predicted that de-
veloping counitries would con-

tribute increasingly to global

air and walter pollution as their

cconomics improved.

sure from Cuhlllhil
Bolivia, cocaine refineries have
::-:tupinuu-uw-m-

Drazil's 140 million population
uscs cocaine half of them regu-
larly, but the ncewspapers arc

full of rcports of shoot-outs be-
tween rival gangs or be-

tween drug dealers and police.

Generals in Bolivia worry
that the armed forees will have
tlo confront the cstimated
200,000 growcers, which will
undermine the country's

struggle for democracy.

The situation is rather like
Lhe prohibition of alcohol in
thc US during the Thirties,
when died and cor-
ruption sprecad to the higheslt
places before it was realised
that the crackdown was caus-
ing more harm than good. —
GEMINI NEWS

agcmenl is far more economi-
cally productive and | hope
pasture in the fuml becomes
a thing of the pas

The judges 'nf the first
Jameson Award drew a clear
link between the urgent need
for progress lowards sustain-
able forest development and
the custodian rnlc of indige-
nous people by sharing the £
30,000 prize-donated
Irish whiskey dlll‘.lfh.l‘l
Jameson — betwecn Croggon
and Liz losken.

Hosken's citation high-
lighted her campaigns for the
rights of indigenous peoples in
the [ragilc Amazon rainforest
ecosysiem Lhrealcned by gov-

ernment hostility, gold min-
ing, land tting and logging.
In 1984 she cstablished Lhe

Gaia Fnunduu-lm to direct polit-
ical support and funds o rain-
forests groups.

International cxplorer and
environmental wriler Robert
Swan, a winner of the coveted
United Nations Environment
Programme Global 500 Award,
a member of the judging panel
said of C : "We believe
his efforts and achievements
will inspire others to ﬂlhl for
the future of the planet.”
GEMINI NEWS
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problems, including

lor 1990 enii-

of how the
ped countries

Developme

port, outllock for 1991, the
ADB said rich countries that
wanted to
environment should pay
poorer Asian nations to pre-

Hmit ution.

It added: "It is not reason-
able 1o expect na-
tions, many of are

tries were not free
for the environmental degrada-
tion because many of their
firms relocated to the Third
World where their factories
produced pollutants. The ten-
dency to transfer industrial
opecralions Lo poor countries
was increasing as the home
couniries tightened their

Assumption of primary re-
sponsibility by the rich coun-
iries is in accordance with the
unh':ri.-.ﬂy accepted p-rtnciple

that "polluters must
there is no quﬂlhn -
dustrial pollution as well as de-
struction of natural resources
has been largely the handiwork
of the rich countries.

Depthncws

Lagos Faces
Big Flood
Control Bill

LAGOS : Heavy rains are
causing the Lagos planning
commissioncr to wish the city
had gone ahgad with a 1981

proposal to install flood con-
trol structures.

L

Temilola Kechinde,  Lagos
State Environmental and
Physical Planning
Commissioner, estimates deal-
ing with the Lagos flood prob-
lem will cost N20 billion. Had
action been taken in 1981, the
clcan-up may have cost only
N2 billion I:hflym he said.

The heavy rains are causing
problems across the country.
Climatologists at the University
of Benin paint a grim picture
for the future, predicting the
Delta areas will experience
hcavy rainfall for the rest of

the year.

In Ondo state, 500 houses
have had their roofs blown eff
by wind. And in Lagos, resi-
dents bafling water out of their
flooded houses and shops are a
common sight. In rural areas
the problem is a lack of
drainage systems and no pro-
vision for the removal of
houschold waste.

— GEMINI NEWS

Food Production
in Nigeria Goes
Up and up

LAGOS : Agricultural pro-
duction in Nigeria has
by four per cent ann for
the pasi three years, compared
with growth stagnated at one
per cent between 1970 and
1980. The improvement fol-
lows a Structural Adjustment

Programme adopted in 19886,

Production of maize, wheat,
millet and vegetables rose by
22 per cent from 1987 levels.
Fhlury production jumped by

cent in the same pe-
rind Production of livestock,
however, declined marginally
by 2.6 per cent.

Rhlruwllurﬂpﬁr
tivity has led to a drop in mar-
ket prices on some crops and
su went d i
hbuq rops in inceme



