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'It's Almost Like a

Second Home'

by Aasha Mehreen Amin

As you approach the road in Baridhara
named after the United Nations, the first

4§ striclture thal scems to dominate the scene is

the huge imposing Amcrican [ortress, its
stafee challenging, almost formidable. But just
behind it is a whole new world clegance and
tranquility. It is as if a picce of Nepal has
somchow been transporied here and where
on¢ would expect purple, snow-cap moun-
tains. There is a stretch of green flat land sur-
rounding the pagoda like structure that is no
other than the Nepalese Embassy and
Anfbassadorial residence. But does one not
detect a shadow of sadness, of isolation within
the walls of this minfature palace? Perhaps this

is beeaysc of the impending departure of its’

occupant — a serene unassuming man whosc
ready smile rcflects the humility that is so
characteristic of pcople as gentle and peace —
loving as Lthe Nepalese,
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Dr. Mahan P. Lohani, the outgoing Nepa
building and his residence in the backdrop.

This unique structurce was built in 1985
upon the decision of His Majesty King Virendra
to bufld all foreign missions with Ne ar-
chitectural framework. Ilis Excellency Dr.
Mahan P. Lohani had come to Dhaka at that
time -as a member ol the Royal Entourage for
the first SAARC summit and so was able to be
present at the inaugural ccremony of the em-
bassy buildings. Interestingly enough, the
Nepalese King was curious to know whether
the sloping tiled roofs of the buildings were
sultable for the long monsoons of Bangladesh.
In! the ambassador’'s opinion the relentless

and iressant rains of Lhis country causc

~
away .
The structure, designed by a famous archi-
te¢t Ranjan Shaha, is reminiscent of the grand
/| Gdvernment Sccretariate — Singha Darbar in
Kathmandu. Before 1973, when a large part of
it was destroyed by [ire, the ‘darbar had more
than five hundred rooms and housed most of
the minisiries of Nepal.
In an interview with ambassador | was sur-
prised to find out that apart from being a

mmnl. he was also a University Professor of
s

iuemm.m to the tics after blowing

h Literature. When asked how Ne en-

teped the diplomatic service he said that aflter

had returned from New York where he was

at lo the Nepalese mission at the UN, he

- to get involved in SAARC activitics

while he was teaching at the University of

| it was at that time that Professor Lohani

two non-alignment summits in New

Délhi and Zimbabwe, afier which he has at-

tepded all SAARC summils — in Dhaka,
Bangalore, Kathmandu and Islamabad

/In the four ycars Profcssor Lohani has lived

in.this country with his wifc and two daugh-

he has done much 0 develop friendly re-

between Nepal and Bangladesh. The

job that keeps me busy”, he said, “is helping

the Nepalese students who come (o

h for higher studics. | am very grate-

ful 1o the government of Bangladesh for

ppviding educational [acilities for our

: " He harther addoed that of the 200 10
Nepalese students studying in Bangladesh,
@l them have come for under graduate

arkl pest graduate cducation in technical fields
-surctr-as medicine and enginecring. There are
Nepalese students in Rajshahi, Sythet, Khulna,

Rangpur, Chiltagong and of course, Dhaka.
These students have o go outside Nepal to

cpnlinue their education because, the
ambassador said, the scats at U’E‘Htm
| While munching on delicious” Nepalese

balls and cakes | asked His Excellcncy

| comment on Nepal's transition from a

mpnarchial 1o democratic form of government.

Is number 19 bearing all
the luck for Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia 7

er

lese Ambassador with the magnificent Embm};

To th#s he replicd, "We are passing through a
very interesting phasc of evaluation in our po-
litical history and here | mean both Nepal and
Bangladesh. In the case of Nepal, this transi-
tion has been, on the whole, a peaceful one. No
doubt that a few valuable lives have becn lost
during the movement but |1 think the mecdia
has e rated the number. We should also
give credit to His Majesty, the King, for coop-
crating with the people to promulgale a new
conslitution that guarantees [undamcntal
rights. After 30 years a mulliparly system of
parliamentary government has been restored
that is accountable to the people. Overall, the
atmosphere is very [ree and congenial. There
is [reedom of the press and therc is no at-
tempt to muzzlc or gag the f[celings of the
people.

Having been so closcly connected to SAARC

activitics [Professor Lohani expressed his opti-
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mism regarding thc future of this organisation
although it has been criticized as being inelTec-
live in producing concrete results.

One of the mosl positive aspects of the an-
nual meectings of SAARC hc said, is that they
give South Asian lcaders the opportunity to
meet informally in addition lo discussing is-
sucs on a formal platform. Sometimes con-
tentious bilateral problems that cannot be dis-
cussed under the SAARC Charter, can be
brought up during the sccond day retreat of
the three-day summit, which provides an ex-
cellent carefree atmosphere for such issues 1o
be resolved. Moreover, new ideas come up
during these informal exchanges. In the last
ministerial meeting, for example, the gencral
fceling was that it was high time that SAARC
concentrated on substantive issues to improve
the lot of the people in SAARC countries.
There was also consensus on reducing
formalities and making SAARC “a business like
affair.”

In the forthcoming SAARC summit, the am-
bassador said that the leaders will target their
discussion on corc arcas such as trade, indus-
try and the financial sector. According to
Professor Lohani, this is an ecncouraging devel-
opmenl since it will allect the lifle of the com-
mon man. In the future he thinks that SAARC
should encourage conlacts belween people at
all levels — between intellectuals, education-
ists, artists clc. This will reinforce a sensc of
South Asian identily and consciousncss — an
idea the Professor Lohant . reeognized, was

originally a brain wave of the lale president
Ziaur Rahman. . ¥
As far as relations bétween the two coun-

trics are concerned, Prplessor Lohani said
that politically they very good although
there was room for im ment in the ceo-

nomic front since so
able to export
Bangladesh
In his free time the ambassador finds re-
laxation in reading, listening to classical music
and spend time with his family.
When as if he had any regrets as he
to leave this country he said that he
none, although he will definitcly miss
Bangladesh. "It is almost like a second Home™,
he said, "| have so many friends from all sorts
of professions — journalism, politics, business,
education elc. Perhaps | shall have the oppor-
lunity to visilt Bangladesh as a private citizen.
This is all the more probable since his two
daughiers intend o continue their higher edu-
cation in Bangladesh. Such a visit, | am surc,
would be more than welcome for a warm
hearted and charming person as His
Excellency.

Nepal has not been
anything substantial to

'Exaggerated, motivated
news confuse readers'

of

the Jatiya readers and did not bring any

Twill not say anything, be-
cause .t is political”, astrologer
. lold UNB owver icle-
Thursday when he was
to comment on L

it seems that the datcs
number 19 have al-
proved auspicious for
Zia on a number of oc-

ursday, Seplember 19,
|, Khaleda Zia took oath as
/ the de jure Prime Minister of
the country.

day she was declared
t country’'s first woman
Priine Minisicr was March 19,
1991. She was, however,

Spue—

fate of
Sheikh Mujfbur

Sangsad Abdur Rahman Biswas
said in Dhaka Friday that the
survival of a newspaper de-

pended on its gquality and un-
prejudiced and dbjective jour-
nalism, reports BSS.

“The newspapers of any
democratic country musé have
constructive outlook and pro-

vide proper guideline in any

critical juncture of the nation,
the Spcaker said while ad-
dressing a function arranged to
mark the 10th year of publica-
tion of the "Durbin” as
the chief guest at the audito-
rium of the Press Institute of

Bangladesh (P1B) in Dhaka.

Presided by
Shefayctullah Patwari, Editor
of the Durbin, the function was
also addressed, among others,
by M K Khayer, Assistant
Director of PIB, Lion Hazi
Shahabuddin, Advisor of the

over

: Ahmed
=T ACy Ty
Biswas said exaggerated and

| motivated news confused the

welfare to the nation.

He stressed the need for
the country’'s mass education
and said without raising the
literacy rate, the member of
newspaper readers would not

rise appreciably.

He said alfter ousting the
autocratic regime an account-
able and lo'crl.'lﬁ rrﬁAn't'rl
lary government now bcen

established in the country. The

right to focus all injustices,
wrong-doings and malprac-
Lices of the country through
added.
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Seminar on drug abuse

A seminar litled '

Drug abuse is a threat to the world peace’

will be held 1oday (Saturday) at 4.30 at Hotel Purbant.
Organised by Bangladesh Inter-Religious Brotherhood

Association the seminar is expected to be attended
Badruddoza Choudhury as chiel gue

by Prof
st and the DG of the

Department ol Narcotics Control A K M Mahbub-un-Nabi as

the special guest.

Tamuddon-e-Maijlish

,:Tnmuddun-t*

lish has arranged

a discussion meeting to

be followed by a cultural function at the National Book Centre
auditorium in the city today (Saturday) at 4 pm in observance

of the Eid-e-Miladunnabi.

Principal Dewan Mohammad Azrafl will chair the meetin
while former Justice Abdur Rahman Choudhury will atten

the function as chiel
meeting are :

guest. Among others to address the
Prof Shehed Ali, Dr Kazi Deen Mohammad,

Akhter-ul-Alam, P A Nazir and Khandaker Habfbur Rahman.

______________________

. ress conference

.............................

Jatiya Party Acting Chairman Mizanur Rahman, MP, has
convened a press conference tomorrow (Sunday) at 4 pm at

the party office at Gulshan.

The JP Acting Chairman will deliver his speech on the lat-

est political situation of the country.

Party Secretary General

Shah Moazzem Hossain and Senfor Vice-Chairman Moudud
Ahmed will also attend the conference.

Buddhists' Madhu Purnima

Bangladesh Buddhists Fedcration has planned day-long
programmes to be held at the International Bouddha Bihar al
Badda in the city tomorrow (Sunday) in observance of Madhu
Purnima, one of the significant religious festivals of the

Buddhist community.
The progra
flags atop the Bihar building

mmes are : Hoisting national and federation
at 6 am, breaklast by the Bhikkhu

Sangha al 7 am, Buddha Puja and Padhu Dan’ at 10 am, a dis-

cussion meeting on sign

ificance of Madhu Purnima and the

life of Goutam Buddha, the founder of the religion, at 4 pm,
special paycrs at 6.30 pm and ‘Buddha kirton' at 7.30 pm.

Fulkunri Asar programme
Fulkunri Asar, a mational organisation of the children and

juvenile, has chalked out programm

es to observe 'Eid-c-

Miladunnabi' tomorrow ({Sunday) at the Shishu Academy

premiscs in the city.
progra

mmes beginning at 2.30 pm. include presenta-

tion of haamd, naat, Islamic songs, poetry and hymns by the
children and juvenile. Besides, an exhibition ol books, flow-

ers and altractive toys will also take place

at the same venuc.

Jatiya Sangsad Speaker Abdur Rahman Biswas will opcn

the day's p

as chiefl

guest while noted scienlist

Prof S Innas Ali will distribute prizes among the winners of a
recent contest on this occasion. The Dainik Janata Editor
Sanaullah Noorl will chair the opening scssion.

Imam Khomeini
Memorial Council

A meeting of Imam
Khomeini Memorial Council on
Thursday decided to observe
the 90th birth anniversary ol
Imam . Khomeini on
September 24.

The meeting also extended
the advisory and executive
committee and included Dr
Azhar Ali as member of advi-
sory council and Prof Dr
Molarus Sattar and Belaetul
Kabir as members of execulive
committee.

Salimullah Medical
College students

The students of Sir
Salimullah Medical College on
Thursday in a meeting dc-
manded the holding of the 3rd
prolessional MBBS examina-
tion according to schedule.

The meeting urged all the
students to remain . adert

against any propaganda and
get prepared for the examina-
tion scheduled on September
29. Speakers at the meetin

said that a certain quarter o

students are now opting for
dclaying the examination. The
meeting condemned the si-
lence of the authority in facing
the mis-doers.

Chhatra Union

Speakers at the Chhatra
Union Demra (West)] thana
conference on Friday at
Dolairpar demanded the re-
opening of all the closed edu-
cational institutions immedi-

The conference presided
over by student leader Shibu
Sarkar viewed thal the closure

‘of the institutions s making

the lives of the students
uncertain.

The speakers demanded
the materialisation of the 10-
point demand of the students

and elimination of térrorism
from the campus.

Krishak Sramik

Mukti Andolon
Speakers at an

g of Krishak Srami
Mukti Andolon on Friday said
the flood situation in the
northern part of the country
has takcn a serfous turn due
to lack of food, drinking walter
and modicine. -

nt of the party
k., said the govern-
ment should tmmediatcly take

sicps to supply adequate food
and other reliel to the Mood

“™ Paritosh
takes oath

Paritosh Chakrabarty an
MP-elect from pur-2,
took oath of office as a
of Parllament at the Speaker's
;I'}:lmhr in Sangsad Bhaban

ursday morning, Speaker
Abdur Rahman Biswas adminis
tered the oath, said a ' re-
Paritosh was
Jatiya Sangsad in by-elec-
tions on Secptember 11.

HERE and THERE

Inner Wheel Club
of Dhaka

A bloed donation pro-
gramme, organised by the
Inner Wheel Club of greater
Dhaka, will be held today
(Saturday) at 10 an® at
‘Shitih#iz’ house, oppostte to
Ladies Club at Eskaton Garden
Road in the city.

|
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Parties greet Khaleda Zia

Different politicdl - partics
and organisations on Friday

congratulated Begum Khaleda -

Zia on her assumption of the
office of the Prime Minister,

The president of
Bangladesh Muslim League,
Muhammad Ayenuddin, con-
gratulated the Prime Minister
and hoped that her leadership
would lead the country to
prosperity.

The chairman of Janadal,
Khandaker Mahatab Uddin and
secretary general Md
Shamshad in a statement con-
gratulated Begum Khaleda Zia
and the members of the new
cabinet.

Justice Abdur Rahman
Chowdhury, chairman of
Liberty Forum, in a statement
sald democracy had taken an
institutional shape after turbu-
lent and hazardous journey to a

long-cherished goal of free-

dom, democracy and rule of
law

The chairman of Natfonal
Republican Party, Dr Md Zahir
Khan in a statement congratu-
lated the Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia and hoped that
her government would be sin-
cere in matcrialising the aspi-
rations of the people.

Rashed Khan Mecnon MP,
Gencral Secrelary of
Bangladesher Workers' Party,
welcomed the people and
hoped that the repeal of black
laws and proper practice and
development of democracy
would be possible through par-
liamentary democracy accord-
ing to the expectations of the
people.

He hoped that the cabinet
would be sinccre to save the
educational institutions [rom
terrorism and indiscipline.

Comrade Dilip Barua,
General Secretary of
Bangladesh Samyabadi Dal,
grected Prime Minister
Begumn Khaleda Zia on her be-
ing the head of the parliamen-
tary government and de-
manded that the commitment
on the agriculture loan be ful-
filled.

Noor Alam Ziku and Prof
HHumayun Kabir Hiru, President
and General Secretary of Jatiya
Samajtantrik Dal (JSD) and
Sheikh Asad, head of the Jattya
Janata Party, also congratu-
lated the Prime Minister.

In a statement, the adviser,
the president and the general
secretary ol Bangladesh Ex-
soldiers Association Shamsul
Haq Bhuiyan, M A Khaleq and
Humayun Kabif welcemed the
new head ol the govermment
Prime Minisier Begum Khaleda
Zia. The leaders also thanked

By Staff Correspondent

the pcople for g " vote
in last Eﬂtrﬂay'fﬂlt&nndun! -y“m.
The DUCSU vice-president
and the general secretary
Amanullah Aman and Khairul
Kabir Khokan in a statement
welcomed the
switchover to parliamentary
demoeracy and congratulated
the new head of the govern-
ment, Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia, and her Council of

. Ministers.

4

The DUCSU leaders u

the people of all walks of life to
cooperale with the democrali-
cally elected government un-
der the leadership of Begum
Khaleda Zia. They hoped that
the practice of democracy
would continuc in all strata of
the state under the leadership
of the democratic government
and that the political partics
would uphold the democratic
values and norms through
their activities.

In another statement the
JUCSU VP and the GS
Maniruzzaman Manir and
Rashedul Hasan Mahmud and
Jahangirnagar unit of JCD also
welcomed the new head of the
government, Prime Minister

country's

dream of Shaheed President.,
Ziaur Rahman would be im-
plemented.

Bangladesh Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal JCD) city
unit president and the
secretary Abul -Khair an
and Nasiruddin Pintu in a
statement alse welcomed
country’'s swilchover to par-
liamentary de under
the leadership of Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia.

Kotwali Thana unit of
Bangladesh Nationalist
welcomed Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia for taking
oath as the hcad of govern-
ment under parliamentary sys-
tem of government.

A spontancous meeting of
the Kotwali Thana unit of BNP
held at its office at English
Road also welcomed the new
Council of Ministers headed by

Begum Zia.

Mohammad Mosharraf
Hossain, president of the
Bangladesh Garment

Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BGMEA) Friday
greeted Begum Khaleda Zia on
her assumption of the office of

Begum Khaleda Zia, and hoped the Prime Minister of the
that under her lcadership the  country

Attention Steel Consumers
If you are in need of M.S. Rod, Angle, Channel, Low

Carbon wire rod etc.,, please ask yourse

following questions :
DO YOU WAN']

the

@ Maternials from prime quality billets?

@ Materials of guaranteed quality and standard?
® Correct weights?
@ Satisfactory & prompt service?

If you want all the answers in the affirmative, please

come to us. In our fully automatic mill we use prime
quality billets only to produce :

® MS. TORsteel Bar @ M.S. Deformed Bar

® MS Round Bar @ M
@® 55.mm Low Carbon M

WE ARE HERE

Dhaka

DE:

Please note:

S.Channel @ I S
S

5, B.B. Avenue (3rd Floor)
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Wire rod

Bangladayh >teal Ra-Rolling miily itd.

Chittagong
Ah Mansion,
Phone: 227758,

Road

From 1st Nox, 1991 our Dhaka office is

going to be shifted to:
Mahbub Castle

Inner Circu

35, Purana [:-m Line (2nd Floor),

Road, Dhaka.
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