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Nearly 500 have died,
hundreds weunded and
economy wrecked in
battles that followed
Croatia’s June 25
declaration of in-
dependence
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Shamir government
" has been deliberately

dlhﬂn g peace process
bent on building
nough settlements
that. would more than
double Jewish

| population
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Eye-in-the-sky Fix on
Illegal Loggers
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Metropolitan
Dhaka Day by Day

“I'Nl definitely miss
. It’s almost
like a second home”,
ooy sy
Mahan P Lohani
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An ADB study of 106
countries su that
increased economic ef-
ficiency is partly based

on lmprwcd t.elumn

The border co-ordination
conference between Director
esh Riflles

-nd[}hmwccncml,

i

Border Security Forces [BSF)

of india will be held in Dhaka
the hecadquarters

at of

UNITED NATIONS, Secpt
20: The four Cambodian par-
ties reached a breakthrough on

The devastating flood wa-
ters are receding from most of

rhoea and other water-borne
diseases are spreading alarm-
ingly.
Officials conflirmed 318
dead and about 20 thousand
attacked till Friday, while
unofficial e¢stimates suggested
more than five hundred dead
and about 50,000 attacked in
the 21 aflccted districts.
According to an oflicial esti-
mate, al lcast two thousand
people are being attacked cv-
eryday.

Intake of impure water and
unwholesome food is spread-
ing the diseases. 1,275 health
teams, with meagre supplies of
both preventive and curative
medicines, were battling with

the affected areas but diar--

By Staff Correspondent

the discases, mostly concen-
trated in urban areas and
upazila hecadquartcers. The
inaccessible far flung arcas are
remaining unattended due to
disrupted communications.

The situation was worse in
Dinajpur, Nilphamari,
Kurigram, Jamalpur and other
areas where waters have re-
ceded [urther.

Meanwhile, flood situation
in Pabna and Nalore districts
deterioraled Friday while in
Naogaon it remained un-
changed.

In Pabna, vast areas of
Chatmohar, Faridpur and
Bhangura upazilas were inun-
dated alresh. The water level
of Atrai incrcased further and
was flowing much above the

danger mark.

A large area in Handial
union was [looded due to
breaches in the embankments.
Over one hundred families of
that area were given shelter at
a local primary school.
Thousands of alfected people
in the district are still living
on the embankments or high
places since their dwellings
are under water.,

A tolal of 476 square km
area of the district has becn
inundated by Lhe floed which
has affected 3 lakh 65 thou-
sand pcople.

All the nine upazilas of the
district were now hit by the
flood which damaged standing
crops on 16 thousand acres.

In Natore, new areas were
flooded in Gurudaspur union
where about one thousand

‘ Death toll mounts to 500, about 50,000 attacked in 21 districts

Diarrhoea situation alarming

people were rendered home-
less. Onrush of water [rom
upsiream raised the water
level of Nandakuza river which
was flowing above danger
mark.

BSS adds: A huge quantity of
medicines was sent Thursday
to nine flood allccled districts
for distribution among the
distressed people. The
medicines amounting seven
and a hall tonnecs were sent Lo
Narail, Magura, Jamalpur.
Sherpur, Pabna, Madaripur,
Lalmonirhat, Thakurgaon nnd
Bogra from the central
medicine store at Dhaka on
emcrgency basis,

The Ganges continues to fall
at considerable rate

Related stories on page 9

ZAGREB, Sept 20: Croatia
said the Yugoslav army
launched a three-pro at-
tack in the cast of the republic

aller a long column of
tanks, soldicrs and heavy ar-
tillery moved up to the border,
reports agencies.

In an assault which flung re-
inforcements into the battle
for control of eastern Croatia,
Creatian (clevision said the
army attacked the villages of
Tovarnil, Nijeme! and Lipovac
just inside the border with the
republic of Serbia.

"It looks lke they're going
to try and circle round and
bite off Osijek and Vukovar,” a
Croatian Information Ministry
official said of the reports,
1nnli'llll:ll could et

| be confirmed.
J Thromuhlmmkmlmm-

i

two Croatian-held towns which
have been under almost con-
stant fire for wecks in fighting
between Croatian forces, Serbs
who oppose Croatian indepen-
dence moves and the Serbian-
led federal army.

The Croatian official said
one of the three assaults had
been halted by Croatian forces
at Nijemei. He gave no other
details.

The army sent more than
700 vehicles thundering out of
Belgrade along the main
Yugoslav motorway towards
Croatia on Thu aflternoon.
The column had stopped at
Sid, close to the three villages
but on the Serbian side of the
border.

Croatian radio also

heavy fighting in the towns of

Vukayys and Qufick. 1o nocth:.

Three-pronged Yugoslav
army attack on Croatia

eastern Croatia and mortar fire
near Gospic in the south, one
day aller European Community
(EC) eflorts to end almost
three months of fighting broke
down.

Amid growing international
concern about the [ighting,
which has killed about 500
people since June, Canada
called for an urgent session of
the United Nations Security
Council to discuss the situa-

' tion. Franee and Germany sup-

ported the call.

"France wants the Security
Council to tonsider certain
rather delicate legal problems
that could arise,” French
President Francois Mitlcrrand
said at the end of a threc-day
visit o

The UN cﬂ[lﬂi tbuuH in-

_.See Page T2 COL T

Islamic Constitution Movement held a rally at the 'north gate of Baitul Muk.uram mosgue
n.’l'hr the Juml a prayer yesterday.

— Star photo

MOSCOW, Sept 20: Russian
Pripne Minister lvan Stlayev,
newly chesen to run the Soviet
economy, sullered a slap Friday
in his own parliament when
lawmakers voled no conli-
dence in his programme (o
supply food and deal with the
economic crisis, reports AP,

ulics voted 134 to 19
with absticntions to adopt a
resolution which declared

"unsatisfactory” Silayev's gov-
ernment's actions o “revive
agriculture and master the
economic crisis.

The resolution also urged
Russian Federation President

Boris N Yeltsin to review the
makeup of his government and
dismiss ollicials who had per-
formed poorly.

Russian dcputles rejected
wording Lhat would have made
the resolution a no-confidence
vote on the government's per-
formance as a whole. The reso-
lution they did pass has no
practical e¢ffect, but was a
political setback as Silayev
prepares lo Ltake on a national
economic posi.

Russia has led the way in
the Soviet Union in privatisa-
tion and has repeatedly offered
incentives lo (armers to get

'Deputies reject Silayev’s
food programme

them 1o sell more goods 1o the
state. Bul lawmakers complain
officials are not doing enough,
and point o the fact that about
25 per cenl of Lthe republic’'s
harvest roulinely rots in the
field and that [armers don't
want to sell their produce to
slatle.

Silayev and other republican
politicians have blamed the
central government and the
old ineflicient command econ-
omy for the slow pace of
change. Friday's censure fol-
lowed a pessimistic speech
T‘hurldnx Russian Deputy

See Pun 12 Cd 2

AMMAN, Sept 20:
mu{m.hmﬂ-kﬂ
ly here today
nian La

later wmrrived in
Damascus on the last leg of a
regional tour o receive
lalez Al-Assad's re-
0 a letier of assurances

|

nature of the conler-

Hanan Ashrawi, a lcader of
the Palestinian community in
the lsracli-occupied territo-
ries, salid she met Baker on
orders ol the Palestine
Liberation Organisation (PLO)
to clarify a serics of demands
blocking Palestinian atten-
dance o a peace conference.

She sadd the decision by the
PLO leadership was communi-
cated to her overnight and
Baker was only informed of the
ofler of a mecting at 3 am, his

said.

On Thursday the
Palestinians had refused o

[ i
L

" October 10 across the country

Switchover to
parliamentary
system hailed

Different socio-political and
cultural organizations havc
hafled Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia for her success in
the switchover to parliamen-
tary form ol government and
giving democracy an institu-
tional shapc. reports BSS.

The lcaders of the organiza-
tions congratulated DBegum
Khaleda Zia for becoming Lhe
chief executive of the republic
and wished all success to the
parliamentary [orm ol govern-
menl, press relcasc said.

Lt. Gen (Retd) Mir Shawkat
Ali, president, city BNP, in his
statement pointed out that
Begum Zia through her nine
vecars of movement had pre-
scnted the nation parliamen-
tary democraey by ousting the
autocralic regime.

[3angladesh Muslim League
lcader Muhammad Ayenuddin

JP observes
"Ershad release
day" Oct 10

By Staff Correspondent

Jatiya Parly will obscrve
“Ershad release day”™ on

through holding rallies and
processions at district and
upazila levels demanding re-
lease of the party leader.

It will also hold a rally at
Baitul Mukarram square on the
day.

A resolution adopted at an

~3ee Page 12 Col. 4, |

emergency mecting of the
Executive Committee ol the
party yesterday said the refer-
endum did not reflect people’s
opinion. Vote cast was shown
al only 35 per cent and that
also included “widespread
falsc voting’, it said.

People “rejected” the rcler

endum and the real turnout

was not over f{ive per cent, ll
claimed.

Bomb blast at
AL district confce:
One injured

From Our Correspondent
JAMALPUR, Sept 20: Abdul

Malek, a district Awami League
leader, was injured when a
bomb exploded during clashes
between two groups of AL |
workers at its biennial confer-
ence . ,
AL Presidium member and
Deputy Leader of the
Opposition in the Parliament

Abdus Samad Azad, central
leader Amir Hossain Amu, and
Rashed Mosharral MP, Abul
Kalam Azad MP, Geolam Aszam
MP., Mohammad Nazim MP.
were present al the conler-
ence held at the local public

hall
s-h.-ncuil

meect in Jordan with Baker,
with Palestinian sources saying
assurances given them earlier
this week by the US oflicial
concerning the peace confer-
ence had been insuflicient.
"We have held a meeting
and has been made”,
Baker said at the end of more
than one hour of Lalks held at
the Mariott Hotel in Amman.
in reply of a reporter's
question Baker also said he
was oplimistic about the
prospects for a Middle East
ﬁ:ﬂr conference which he
been siriving to organise

- Baker reports progress in convening
Middle East peace conterence

for the past hlll'r

Ashrawi confirmed Baker's
statement and said that some
of the issuecs she ll-r-u-ud
with him on behall of the PLO

had been clarified.

"Some which necded
to be have been clari-
fled,” Ashrawl Lold

Earlier she had said she
mm—mmu
sues relevan te the
Palestinians for sell-
mm the status of

l...*ﬂ“ﬂ m M‘I-
as well as lsracl's settlement

See Page 12 Cul. 3

On stage at the National Press Club are two dancers of the
Mohila Forum at a function organized to celebrate the

organization founding day Friday.

— Star photo

Declare flood-hit dists

DINAJPUR, Sept :
Awami Leaguc Fn‘:atdcnt nnd
Leader of thc Opposition in
Parliamgent Sheikh Hasina to-
day asked the government to
immediately declare the flood-
hit northern districts, includ-
ing Dinajpur, as "distressed
arca’, rcports UND.

She also called for opening
destitule centres and supply-
ing essentials, including food,
medicine, clothes and house
building matcrials, on emer-
gency basis to "save thousands
of starving men, women and
children” in the area.

|lasina, now on a tour of the
northern districts, was ad-
dressing rallics at Kashba,
Mohammadpur, Uljpur, Utrail,
Rajbari, Kumarpara, Bhabaipur
and Mohanpur in Chirir
Bandar, Beerganj, Kaharol and

| dlstressed area : Hasina

Sadar upazilas of Dinajpur dis-
trict.

Awami Eowd leadcrs
Begum Sajcda C hury MP,
Abdur Rahim MP, Satish
Chandra Roy MP, Mizanur
Rahman Manu MP, Advocale
Mustifizur Rahman MP and
Dinajpur District Awami
LLeague President Abdur Roufl
and Genceral Secretary Azizul
Islam also addressed«the ral-
lies.

Addressing a rally at Chirir
Bandar, llasina said that failure
of the ruling party because of
ignorance, inefficiency and
ineptitude is again pushing the
nation lowards the "darkness
of despair”.

She alleged that relief
goods reccived by the govern-
ment from foreign agencies

See Page 12 Col. §

The holy Eid-e-Milad-
unnabi, the birth and death

anniversary of
Muhammad [Pw”will

observed in Bangladesh, u
clsewhere in the 'hh: from

g

Prop hel oi' Islam was
born in lhc 12th of the Hizri
month of Rabiul Awal. He died

also on the same date at the
age of 63.

Different rel
cio-cultural or have
chalked out elaborate pro-
grammes to observe the rnoly
Eid-e-Miladunnabi.

Bangladesh Islamiec Foun-
dation has arranged a
lortnight-long programme to
mark the occasion with due
respect and religious fervour.

Acling President Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed is ex-
pected to inaugurate the
Islamic Foundation's pro-
grammes at 7 pm, today
(Saturday). The programmes
include Waj (discussion on re-
ligious matters), kerat compe-
tition (recitation from the Holy
Quran), seminar, book exhibi-
tion and cultural competition.

Islamic foundation has also
arranged a competition exclu-,
sively for the girl students of

See Page 12 Col. 1

Holiday

The offlices ol The Daily
Star will remain closed to-
day (Scpicmber 21) on ac-
of Eid-¢-
There will,

igious and so-

count
Miladunnabi.
thereforc, be no issuc of

the paper tomorrow
(Scptember 22).
—Managing Edilor

Shahabuddin,
Khaleda, Hasina
seek divine
blessings

The Acting President
Justice Shahab Ahmed,
has called upoh Muslims to
derive inspiration from the
Eid-e-Miladunnabi to follow
the path of truth and justice
keeping in mind the message
of peace and brotherhood as
enshrined in Islam, reports
BSS,

In a message on the occa-
sion of holy Eid-e-Miladunnabi
he said the day is of great
significance to each Muslim as
it contains the holy memory of
the birth and death of Prophet
Hazrat Muhammad [(SM)
whom Allah had sent with the
messages of peace, brother-
hood, and welfare.

On this auspicious day, the

See Page 12 Col. 2
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