tudes of adulthood, marriage,
diverce and consegquential
middle age.

In trying to bring in various

of American life A.RT.,

also perform #The World

of Carl Sandburg”, which is an

adoption of the Pulitrer Prize
winner's verse and prose.

A. R T. revels in its innova-
ttve and economical perfor-
mances. They are proud that
the intimate theatre space
provides the audience with a
sense of involvement. The

credits include roles in “The
lceman Cometh”, and three
scasons with the New Shakes-
pcarc Touring Company. His

Her Portland acting

include the role of Mrs.
Patrick Cambell in "Dear Liar",
Thania in "Midsummer Night's

‘a Hot Tin Roeof”, Queen

Eltzabeth in “Richard 111" and
Calpurnia in "Julius Caesar”.
JoAnn is also a dancer and

choreographer, and has
received a Critic’s
award for her ¢ for

the Oregon Shakespeare
Festival's production of

The Mike-ing Menace

by Parveen Anam

quict gossip owver a
A nice, sugary cup ol Lea,
accompanied by a 'sing-
hara' wrapped in a ncwspaper,
is the privilege of the Dhakaite.
Dhaka is a nice enough place,
except that very soon one
rcalises Lthat the ‘nice, quiet’
gossip is perhaps not so 'nice’
and ‘quicl’ alter all, because
you arc in a keen competition.

Compelilion? The very
word is like a knell of depres-
sion. Competition in drinking
sugary lea? Surcly not? Ah, you
guessed it. The competition s
with the omnipresent MIKE-
man and since he has the dis-
tinct advantage ol posscssing a
gadgel which you abhor (?7) You
soon find yourscll, shouting
yoursell hoarse trying to catch
up on the lawst in the gossip-
front and the quiet aflternoon,
day, night, cvening, morning
[you name 1) has turmmed into a
shouting match between your-
sell and the MIKE-man to the
extent that you probably cven
need a MIKE to hear yourscll
think. Because, surcly in
Dhaka, we take Lhe cake for
SOUND. And none contributing
more vigorously Lo its overall
effect than the ever-present
MIKE-man. Or as blatantly and
aggresstvely than 'yours truly
the MIKE-man, at any given
point in time, day or night. For
who has nol [HEARD the MIKE-
man, parading up and down
the by-lancs, alleys, side-roads,
main roads, with his mike,
practising his vocal chords at
the expense of the innocent
citizen's hearing [aculty? And
an abandonment of thought
and considcration that would

pul the most shamcicss to
shame?

Try and shul your cycs for
the odd forty winks on a hot,
sultry aflernoon, or indulge
yourscll in some intclleclual
pursuit when lo and behold,

marvellous movie released last
week in somc obscure cincma
house in some even more ob-
scure village in some remote

rrl of your country; through
is MIKE at thc TOP ol his

lungs. And ol coursc you posi-

you will swear the wrath of
heaven has descended upon
you or your pasl has al lasl
caught up with you (and with
not even a chance to repent
your sins) as you are jarred so
rudely out of your reverie; no,
the heavens arc kinder and
your sins are ‘'minor’ — it is the
ever-present MIKE-man who
has caught up, extolling the
virtues of somec miracle oint-
ment, guaranieed to cure you
of all ills ([doctors beware, your
livellhood is threalcned] or
subject you Lo the excitement,
glamour and glory of some

“ month's”

tively need Lo be reminded of
the weekly 'haat’ in 'such and
such' upazila, where you are
sure o get the ‘best’ Looth
powder in the land (by the
time HE is through, you are
sure you have a smelly mouth)
and all at the TOP of lungs
(the envy ol many a vocalist)
under the banyan tree at your
front gate.

He is of the very considered
opinjon that it is his birth-
right to stand, shout, ycll, and
makec a posilive nuisance of
himself at all hours of the day
or night wherever he pleases.

' The Mistake

ere, in the newspaper
office, the word ‘proof
and the elusive-yet-
powerful hyphen have been
deleted from his designation.
He is simply a Reader— a truth
about him recognised, profe-

ssionally.

A reader inevitably shaped
and matured. In fact, he had
always been strong enough to
read, shy of football or
the like 'hi-risk, ‘outdoor
games. Patience, bitter as it is
called, would never allow him

by Sankar Pande

of cards or chess. With features
g.:ll:ﬂ;ut ugly and a height
changing since he had

been in class VII, he could 1l
afford to wait, dressed, for

hours at strategic points for
the pleasure of seeing and lisp-
ing admirations to (never teas-
ing) the budding beauties. So
he read — ever awake to the
practicality of passing the ex-
ams and mindful of the sound-
ness of his eyes and brains
(incidentally, thanks to his ab-
stinence {rom over-reading;
well, he goes without specta-

man

cles or tranquillizers]. He read
the text books, more of their
notes and most the 'most im-
rtant’ answers. Thus, a
helor’'s degree was won — a

ﬁﬂlﬂuuon or no tion
any moderate in offices.
Reading took a new course.

The employment notices and
ads, guides, career undigests
with changing panorama of
current aflairs, who's who, etc,
were to be swallowed. A job or
two of the clerical nature were
found, until, at last, the drift-
ing ship of a reader was har-

COBRA

VENOM

EXOTIC decorative back-
drops are not to be found here
in Ludwigs-hafen: Germany's
only snake farm is not a zoo.
Snakes have been bred here on
the grounds of the Knoll
pharmaceutical works since
1973 — the

‘ lﬂhlﬂtﬂ.”*"
grees Celstus with a humidi
ol 75 per cent — s maintain
in two- rooms . They con-
tain shelves with plastic con-
tainers that almost rescmble
supermarket haskcets.

shopping
Each of them contains a single
snake. ‘

" tent 'co

Thce hammering our car drums
and fincr senscs take in the
process scems Lo the guy
so much sadistic pleasure,
feel he has missced his p .
sion in life — chiel of a torture
chamber. 2

Il 1t 18 a wedding in your
ncighbourhood, be prepared to
put up with at lcast a week's (il
you are lucky;) il not, "only a
cntertainment  of
Hindl 'pop' songs on the
MIKE, to enablc you to partake
in the celebrations (life would
be 30 much casicr if the happy
couple had cloped, you mut-
ler). Never mind il your child
is ill and needs his rest or had
his exams the day alter and
needs the peace and quiet for
his academic achievements.

The louder the MIKE-man
the more convincing hc
sounds — or so he thinks. DBc it
a lost cow, or the eleclions
(clections by the way arc 1S
great favourite) for must IIE
not remind who to vote for
—certainly" 2 candidate of HIS
choice, or where o donatc Lhe
skin of your sacrificial animal?
The ever faithful MIKE-man
will remind you without bat-
ting a lid. And dare you
protest? (the city lathers ccr-
lainly do not] What was the
adage "Let a sleeping dog lie™?

In Dhaka we should be f[ast
adopling the adage "Let the
MIKE-man bc". And in thc
meantime, il your prayers go
unanswered, and HE docs
prove too much for your sys-
tem or your eardrums, buy
yourselfl a pair of ear-plugs. You
cannot go far wrong wilh
those.

boured at the newspaper of-
fice.

So the contented reader
will be seen with a reader-

tu:mhltﬂrahuuthim.lnhh
thirties or early forties, he
is — maybe ideally — slightly

built. Not unlike his fellow
men at office, he is at once

. chatty and serene, with a tinge

of confidence irradiating his
otherwise nervous face. For,
why should he lack in confi-
dence so0 long as the omnipo-
py is there and the
dictionaries close by 7

The reader may be seen
holding the copy for his col-
league or reading to him aloud
gl a halting, droll voice, men-

oning in a queer but profes-

sional manner, not only the

punctuation marks but also the |

capital ‘letters, changes of
paragraphs , italies, bolds, etc.

Unabashed he will mispro-
nounce or spell, letter by let-
ter, a hundred and thousand
words. Since, in print, the
spelling counts. And, the art of

pronunciation is long but time

in a newspaper office is fleet-

ing.

The reader’s best friend —
ever so considerate for not
having coined one like the

‘printer's devil' — often calls

chapters ughly
ten? But, for God's sake, no
mistake-songs !

part of the environ-
menl in which we live.

doe not discriminalc
between poople or countrics.
And yet, no disastcr is entirely
natural. |luman acUvily invart-
ably aggravales Lhe risks
through insuflicicent attention
to where and how scttlements
are bufit, or natural resources
are cxplofted. Disasters arc,
therefore, X cvenls; and
the problem of disaster pre-
vention and mitigation has
many facels. “Mitigaling
Natural Disasicrs™ A Manual for

Policy Makers and Planners,

published by UNDRO (1991),
sets oul Lo demysiify Lhe scicn-
tific and technological aspects
of disaslcr mitigation. Although
the Manual has been wrillen
with the developing countrics
mostly in mind, it would be
incorrect suggest that the de-
veloped countries could not
lcam from such a study, espe-
clally at the regional and local
levels.

Among thosc who have re-
sponsibility lor what onc may
broadly cali disaster miliga-
tion, nol everyonc agrees on
the prioritics or cven on what
the subjcct is mainly about.
This study addresses an
aspecl, or segment, of the dis-
aster miligation spectrum that
has rcceived little coherent at-
tention outsidc a highly spe-
cialized scientific group: risk
asscssment and reduction
through structural and non-
stiructural physical measures as
a [unction of the hazards (s)
involved.

Those who have prepared
this study have long been
convinced that the physical
aspcets of disaster mitigation
have been shunned by a signil-
icant proportion of the disas-
ter management communily,
largely because of the mental
blockage caused by the nced
to masler, at the oulsct, a
number of landamentally prin-
ciples in carth sciences and
engincering. Yel the scientific
principles, involved warc¢c no
morc diflicult o grasp Lhan

Nause was speaking in re-

sponse to a query as to what
was the mosli vital factor in a

JoAnn Johnson spoke

today

With modern plays, the
Mn'h_:_—
ﬁ‘l ’m_
easier, she added. Vana O'Brian
reminded the listencrs at this
point, that no American play
was as rich or rewarding as the
Shakespeare plays.

Mitigating
Natural
Disasters

basic pri in any other
discipline. Much of the chal-
lenge, therciore, resides in
how knowledge is reformatied
(to use a compuling analogy)
and prescnied o Lhe lay user.
Disastcr managers face
many conflicling convicluons,
prejudices and belicls. On the
onc hand, scicntists (including
engincers) tend to make two

assumplions: first, that a scien-
tific explanation of the under-

asicrs suffices o provide the

basis for preventing further

disasters [rom occurring ; sec-
ond, that what is self-evident
to the scicnlist or engincer
must he scll-cvident o every-
body clse.

On the other hand, those
who work in the social and
humanitarian domains tend lo
belicve that disaster manage-
ment is essenually a matier of
social management and policy
formulation, and Lhat pre-dis-
astcr planning rclates predom-
inaptly to preparedness.
Quantifiable technical issucs
arc ofllen seen as by-products.
Onc might also add a further
calcgory: Lhose o whom disas-
ter management is synony-
mous with development policy,
to the cxtent that disaster
management becomes a substi-
tute for development.

A [urther obscrvation may
bc made as a corolary: the
lopics or subject areas con-
cerned with disaster miliga-

BOOKS

w

suffice. At some point, science,
lecchnology and society must

meel. Disaster mi un-

doubtledly must comprise a .

specctrum of complementary
mcasurcs in the social, eco-
nomic, political, scientific and
technical ficks.

"Mitigation Natural Disas-
ter” is a Manual intended as
on¢ of many disaster-man-
agement lools. It does not pre-
tend 0 act as a substitute for
other sltandard works or
methods in disasier |
or managcement, .-:‘:El
nol be scen to do so. It should
be cxamined on its own mer-
its.

The question we beg the
rcader not o ask is : should we
nol rathcr have a disaster pre-
parcdness manual, or a gencral
policy manual instead ? Wor
in these ficlds cxists and con
tinucs (o flourish. What we are

te o do is Al in
:ht“ ul:cr lgﬂi;lth:l.:gec-

trum.

The Manual addressces, on
the onc hand, a tangible
ment of the disasicr mi '

spectrum, namcly the wﬂm

and reduction of the
damagc caused by sudden and

violent natural phcnomena
(floods, cyclones, carthquakes,

L
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themesclves
understand the

also a delermining f{actor.

However, the term "natural

has becn uscd for convenicnce

as opposcd to indusirial,
chemical, environmental and

other man-madc disaslers.

L |

The Manual differs from
Ln:ﬂnul studics on compre-
nsive disasicr mitigation in
that il has sysiematized the
technical spcctrum of disaster

" risk assessmcnt as a whole, al-
beit within a policy [ramework.

"Miligating Natural Disas-
ters— Phenomena, Effects and
Optlions —A Manual ef Policy
Makers and Planners”.:
Published by the Office of the
United Nations Disaster Relicl

Co-ordinator (March T991)

Copics arc available [rom Lhe
distribution antl Salcs Seclion, .
United Nations at New York or .
Geneva. UNDRO/MND/ 1990
Manual-Sales No. E. 90 Il .
M.1, Price US 8 30. — UNDRO

‘renew Lthe relationship. This does

Dear Mita,
We move in a:-circle where most people are very rich. |
can see their hypocrisy, double standards and artificial
behaviour bul don't have the guts to get out of il. Is it very
important to be a part of this group in Dhaka in order to

succeed? What do you say?
Anoaymous, Dhaka.

; L

The necessity of being in touch with highly placed and

| rich people is exaggerated. Il their behaviour or life style

disturbs you much than you can just kecp a very casual
contact. Relationships based on such superfluous recasons can
neither be satisfying nor laatln?. Try to be your own person,
ultimately those whom you call hypocrites and superficial
will respect you for it. &

Dear Mila, 2

Long lime ago a man was interested in me but | was not.
We went our separate s, and both got married to rent
person. | have been very y. Byt unfortunately his life has
not been very smooth. Now after years he wanis to
not make me feel
comjortable because | don't know how his wife will react.
Mita, whal do you thirtk I should do? He is a dear friend and [

don’t want to hurt him ;
Kishwar (not real name), Dhaka.

Dear Kishwar, |
I don’'t sec any problem in your having a friendly
relationship with your old acquaintance provided il i8 seen in
the right pective, especially by him. Whatever he felt or
may still {ecl about you, the rclationship will have lo be
confincd to that of a well wisher or a good [riend. His wile's
reaction is a important factor, .
She wil have to feel confident and secure in her
relationship with him before you both can be [riends again.

Dear Mita,

I used lo be so confident and sure of mysel/ before
marriage. Dul after 16 years of marriage of my friends say | am
a changed person. May be its all my fault that I don't have a
career nor my husband’'s respect. Is it too late to change
things now ? I.am afraid that gfter few more years it will get
worse and then there will be no chance of doing anything.

Salma, Malibag, Dhaka.

Dear Salma,
You are right. After a few
have realized that your life is wasting

their identity too easily. Doing and listening to everything that

the husband says gradually erodes scll-confidence and a time .
whcn a woman stops  thinking for hersell. Fortunalely

comes
that has nol happened to you yet. Get a hold of yourself.

It is not too laie to slart a carcer. Look around, there are
many women who started late and have flourished.

Dear Mita, ' :

I have a peculiar problem, very different [rom the ones
you usually answer. | have done well in my career and am
quite successful. But because gf many bad luck and unwise

decisions ny husband has not been able to succeed over the -

years. Now he has a complex and we are having
problems in our marriage. | tried many things bul we
are going further away from each other. | don't know what to
do, we have two children aged 9 and 11.

Noori, Dhaka.

Dear Noori, ,

This 4 not as peculiar a problem as you
away from the norm. He is suffering from a loss of self estecn
and you are the only person who can help him regain it.

Society expects men Lo succeed and is very hard on thesc
who don't. 1 do mot know what you ve tried bul
communication is the only answer to your lem. Let him
know thai he is not alone, that you are with him all the way

and will stand him no malier what. Mecanwhile try to find
out if you can help to get his carccr on tract but do #t without
hu his . It is in times of erisis that the strength of
your is pul to tesl.

team of doctor,
lawyer, column will answer ques-

psychologis
and social and interpersonal . :
Mmm-mmm . GPO.Box

3257 or to 28/1. Toynbee Circular

Motijheel,
Dhaka- 1000. |

years it might be too late. If yow .
away then the proocssef-
changing il should start now. Women in our culture give up,

F

feel. Just a little !



