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And Now, to the Task

Now we are back to t!q point from where we

should never have shifted. But this coming back is
in all sense a t step forward. Aller 16
of disastrous experimentation with a form
which was neither democratic nor
ble to the genius of our people we are now
back to where we started from. The system ol
: { that was won through a bloody liber-
iven legal shape through a most
liberal Constitution un:ln:rhlch
, irresponsi un-
ically (in the sense thal mmmpt was
consu

made 0 It the people) thrown by the -
side, has now been t back. It was that ret-

deviation of January ‘75 that has put
the countiry and our people thro the traumalic
experiences of the politics assassination,

coups, military u rhl-nq tche and the wasted
P.ol‘ lulnc?ithpruk. %:e lost years have cost

3

he nation dearly in [all b%hlnd our de:relop
ment Is and ¢ basic needs Lo our
pcople‘n—. in shmd the dream of our lib-
eration.

All this is now blissfully behind us. With the last
y's referendum we have hopelully put the
last nail in the coflin of autocracy and 1 cap-
ture of power. The challenge now is to turn the
racy thal is instituted at the highest
| level to concrete actions for the people.
The oath-taking ol the Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia alo
and 15 state

i

three deputy ministers marks
the final step in our transition to democracy and
parliamentary form of government. The long
cherished goal of having an accountable and gen-
uinely representatlive mment has at last been
fulfilled. A very imporiant feature of the re-intro-
duction of parliamentary form of government in
our counlry is that it has come about through a

process ol political consensus and after fulfllling
every and Constitutional requirement.
Now, however, the real task begins. Through

the referendum we have got ourselves a real par-
liament and a Prime Minister who is the chiel
executive of the government. There is now no
im nt in the way of Begum Zia nning Lo
E'mrn the country in the real sense ol the term.

uch was made of the dual authority in the sys-
tem of administration that existed since last
February. All obstacles preventing the Prime
Minister [rom mrcmn%arcal power have been
removed. Il is the expectation of the people that
real ernance will now begin.

Let there be no illusion, least ol all among
those in power that the task facing the new gov-
ernment is an easy one. Our needs are not only
many but they are also u . Nothing, in a real
sense, can wait for tomorrow. And this large so-
cial and economic agenda will have to be ad-
dressed with a resource base which is not only
inadequate but is largely aid based. To [ullil the
gigantic task of development through a demo-
cratic and accountiable system means that the
elected government must receive the support
and co-operation of all sections of our people and
factions of our force. Let us not forget
al in a democratic system, especially a parlia-
mentary one, it is the people who are in power
not just the party that gains the majority. For the
system to succeed, the party in power and those
in the opposition must co-operate specially il we
want to reach the f[ruils of democracy to our

people.
Cuba and the US

The Soviet Union's decision to withdraw its
11,000-strong military training brigade from
Cuba is well in keeping with the policy of global
disengagement initiated by President Mikhail
Gorbachev in the late 1980s. The recent collapse
of Communist Party rule in Moscow merely has-
tened the announcement feared by President
Fidel Castro of Cuba for sometime.

Castro had never tried to conceal his displea-
sure with Gorbachev's perestroika, and he would
have had a lot to look forward to had the hardline
attempt to reassert its control in Moscow last
month succeeded. But with the Soviel Commumist
Party virtually overthrown and both the military
and the KGB acknowledgi the new reality,
Castro's worst fears — a Cuba deserted by the
Soviet Union economically, politically and mili-
tarily — are about to come true. This, Castro feels,
means that there will be nothing to prevent the
United States [rom carrying out a military action
to overthrow Latin America's only surviving so-
cialist re .

Castlro knows the US does not have to launch a
Grenada-style invasion from a carrier fleet. There
already are several thousand US troops on Cuban
soill — at the US-controlled enclave of
Guantanamo Bay at the far-eastern tip of the is-
land. For the past 32 years, the Cuban govern-
ment has tried but failed to get the US to leave its
territory. Washington, which never shirks from
lecturing other countries on the wrongs of sitting
on other people's property, never saw anything
wrong with its own defjance of Havana's

ty over Cuban land. The US claims that
the Bay was leased to it in perpetuily by Cuba at
the end of the US-Spanish War of 1898, which
led to Cuba winning independence from
European rule.

While we are in no position to dispute the legal
status of the US claim, we can and do claim the

t to contest it on moral and political grounds.

earcnnwllvm%inan e when old principles
of colonial conflic e : .

acceplable or applicable. It would have been quite
logical for the Ug to leave the Bay at Havana'g re-
quest, but it chose not to because it wanted to
maintain an indirect but permanent military

re on communist Cuba, following the CIA's
ailure to overthrow Castro in 1961 and there-

after. The growing Soviet influence in Cuba was

also used as a justification for the US presence.
But Cuba too needed the Soviet presence to deter
an‘hmtﬂc US move.

ith Soviet withdrawal now a matter of time,
the US should demonstrate its respect for the
new world of [ree, sovere nations recipro-
ca Maintenance of the Guantanamo base after

the disappearance of the much-lfeared “Soviet

threat looming only 90 miles off the Florida
coast,” would

. llyhxtoc::{y show thb%aUS up to be a re-
u on brow- a small neigh-
. And that is mutl;xgc we ex-
pect the US to pr¢ of itself. As for the com-
munist system and Castro himself, the Cuban
people will dea] with that when and as they
choose — just as Europe did. ,
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For South, Good News via Moscow

Massive Western assistance to the Soviet Union, now considered inevitable, could very well

set an example for Western action in the South, also strugg

ling under economic readjust-

ment, writes Lowis Emmerij, president of the Development Céntre at the Organisation of

Economic m and Development (OECD), from Paris.

settled. This is,. of Tvourse,
remintscent of the way many
banks act  they give you an
umbrella when the sun shines
and take it away when the rain

What the Sovict Union

the tsars and under the
Communist Party.
By the summer 1991,

Gorbachev's
ing away from all sides, the

nomy was in even décper
trouble, the anarchistic len-

3
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tion period continued 1o
increase in strength, and the
republics clamoured more and
more loudly for their indepen-
dence.

The G-7 summit in Houston
in the summer of 1990,
instead of coming forward with

Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development,
the Europcan Community and
the Europcan Bank for Reco-
nstruction and

These studied
diligently and pYoduced a
three-volume report which ba-
sically concluded the following:
no massive financial
should be given to the Soviet
Union before Gorbachev's eco-
nomic housc was in order and
the rclationships with the
republics :

In other words, [inancial
assistance would be forthcom-
ing oncc all the problems in

the Sovict Union had becn

PEN the box and there

on your television

screen is a bumping,
rolling, rocking car stuttering
and then getting stuck in
poltholcs as large as Alrica’s
village water-
Zambian roads and the
commercial is part of a bitter
mulli-million kwacha gencral
clection campaign.

The top players, President
Kenneth Kaunda's ruling
United National Independence
Party (UNIP’) and the main
opposition, Lthe Movement for
Multiparty Democracy (MMD),
know there is no time to
waste. Thc probable polling
date, it is being whispered, is
buried belween the last 10
days of Oclober.

An clectloral war is on. From
bchind the screen comes a
clear, soll Scottish voice: “For
the past 27 ycars, UNIP ruined
the economy and created pol-
holes. Now wehicles get stuck,
the economy is uucfﬂoﬂ!lq
moves. The MMD aims to
change all that, Lo get vehicles
and Lhc cconomy moving
again.”

A smooth stretch of tarred
road zooms right through the
eyes and then the car — the
same one — goes gliding down
it without trouble.

The Scottish wvoice
with the real message: “Vote
for the MMD and President
Frederick Chiluba. "Out goes
the car, the road, and the
voice. In comes “the voice of
reason and love.”

The UNIP sound is differ-
ent. A beautiful tune in several
tones, .an Alfro-American feel, a
Boarish growl and a central
Alrican backing mix. Zambia, it
says, "is the promised land,

‘let's all unite and march

together with UNIP. Vote KK.*

Letters for publication i
are preferred, and all are

address.

Sir, Our attention has been
drawn o the post-Editorial on
the above subject by Zillur
Rahman Siddiqui publiished in
your esleemed daily on 13th
September. After reading the
column a natural question
ariscs as to who is the gambler

? The teachers, the of late vo-

cal general students, the
Education Ministry or the
guardians ? In faet, campus vi-
olence is a sensitive and deli-
cale issuc. As the most vulner-
able youth are imvolved, it can-
not be tackled in conventional
ways say police or policing.
Becausc scrious policing may
be counter-productive and may

‘tures of wildlife,

in
addressed to the Editor and
with double space. For reasons of space, short
subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the wrinrlqdm, signature and

:
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in Eastern Europe and Lhe
1 Unidon, the world is in a
period parallel 10 1948, when

:

5
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the United Stiates instituled
the Marshall Plan for Europe.
W¢ now need a Marshall Plan
for Eastern Europe and the
Soviet Union, by
the equivalent of what, in the
1960's, was called thc Euro-
pean Produclivity Agency —
the organisation that provided
technical assisiance, parti-
cularly in what we now call
human resources develop-
ment, as a complementary
mcasure (o the financial flows
of the Marshall Plan.

If the outcome of the con-
servative coup in Moscow will
be to change Western policy in
this direction, then long live
the coup.

Some in the developing
countrics have attempled to
draw a between the si-
tuation in the Sovict Unfon and

the adjustment programmes,
in the South. accompanied by

-
;
AR

‘‘‘‘‘‘

IMF and World Bank condi-

and intreducing
more eflective policies Inlo
developing countries which,
on the whole, are alrcady
functioning in the capilalist

orbit.

In Eastern Europe and the
Soviet Unjon, we are con-
fronted with the unprece-

problem of the eco-

ership of the mcans, of pro-
duction and land s conwen-

Elias Nyakutemba writes from Lusaka

cised it in the past 456 1o 75
ycars? What about competi-
ton? How to liberalise foreign
tradc? What type of manage-
meni tools are available for a
new market economy-oriented

these countries, therefore, the

problem of the status of lormer

owners must be settled first.
These are hmw

caled issucs for

neither practical

nor theoretical

move from

another 1is

the problems

One of the most important elections in Africa since the advent of multi-partyism is taking
place in Zambia. Until a few months ago Zambia was a single-party state led by UNIP and

challenge at the polls from trade union leader Frederick Chiluba.

ls. These are =~ President Kenneth Kaunda, the country’s leader for 37 years. Now he faces a major

No marching soldiers. Just
mobs milling around, hecro-
worship [ashion, lifting KK
shouldcr-high. The smoking
torch or all-weather [lamc
symbolising UNIP's supremacy
(even though no more), pic-
growling
owls, howling hyena, grum-
bling elephant, crocodile and
hippo.

As onc viewer put it: “llow
all that relates to the persua-
sive and sweet message in Lhe
advert beats my mind.” Others
complain UNIP adverts arc
“too long and boring.”

The eost of all this advertlis-

on radio and TV and in
daflies and wecklics is
cnormous. Sprouling ncwspa-
pers are surviving on political
adverts, some¢ of them [ull

"-*ﬂj' July UNIP alone is said
to have spent KS million on TV
and radio. Since mobst are
werked out by forcign cxperis
or imporied labour the total
cost could be more than dou-
ble that.

.Some daily newspapcr
insiders say thal by the end of
the clection thcy hope to bring
in' an estimaled K20 million
from UNIP alonc and about half
of that [rom the MMD. The
broadshect full-page rate is
K49,000.

As one economist put it:
“The old one-party regitme
may have been repressive, but
it was cheap. The new political

== e B
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vate the siluation mani-
. Then what is the way out
°
Universitics must not be
closed except on scheduled
holidays or vacation. The uni-
versity administration and the
teachers must take it squarely
as a challenge, come what may.
They are in a better position to
promote a ful campus in
the run as they will be
backed the silent majority.
To our mind the rmment
and the guardians are in pe-
riphery to help them out in
the matter.

The universitics may raise
their own ‘bylls’ for policing to
ensure a placid environment.
it would worth the expendi-

— R R B . I

culture is very cxpensive —
only the rich partlies can win
the election.” The smaller
parties have. 1o remain silent.

Not just the news media are
benefiting. lundreds of thou-
sands of supporters carry
UNIP clection messages back
and [ront, on loincloths and
one caps. Millions of T-shirls
and tonnes of women's cloth-
ing materials have been dis-
tributed [rec.

A bilter joke going the
round is that UNIP “is a good
provider of T-shirts but the
hospitals are withoul
medicines.” That is the centrc
of the education argument.

UNIP is trying to defend
itscll [rom opposition accusa-
tions that it has wrecked the
economy — not casy to deny
when the opposilion puts the
naked [acts on the Lable.

An MMD advert attributes
emply shopshclves to UNIP
faflure to achieve high produc-
livily in industry. UNIP knows
hundreds of shops stay closed
and that the only goods avail-
able are out of recach of most
Zambians.

Nol to be outdone, UNIP
adverts appeal to public fears
of civil strife, disunily or chaos
if the MMD comes to power.
"Never take peace for
granted,” warns one advert.

That may not stick easily in
a poverty-stricken environ-
ment, but both parties seem

ture involved. Alternatively, the

university authorities may in-

Army Lo police campus round
the clock in civil dress so that
they can nip formation of any
tension in the bud. 1t is the
privilege of the university au-
thorities for such invocation.
On the other hand, it is the
duly of the government to
promptly cxtend such help. We
are inclined to think that the
problem can be solved only in

_one of the above ways. Mind

the round the clock vigilance
by the 'bulls' or the police etc.
should' be addre to water
the smouldering in its very
beginning.

A. ©. Rasulpuri,
16, Shanti Nagar, Dhaka.

Hartal again
Sir, A hall-day hartal was
observed in Lhe couniry on
September 14 at the call of
Awami League in protest of al-
leged atiempt on the life of
party chief Hasina, vio-

guilty of displaying dishonesty _

e e —

and hypocrisy in the campaign.
UNIP says it is a democratic
parly now, cven though al its

lence and rigging in the re-

" cently held bye-election.
voke the help of Police, BDR, -

With the retum of hartal

_again in our national life it

seems that something is going
wrong. | strongly feel that the
new democratic government
pay full attention to these
protests. We have valid reasons
to believe that certain vested

uarters arc trying to discredit
3)(: democratically constituted
government by crealing anar-
chy and violence. They are
conspiring to establish a issuec
against. new government,
But in reality, it many be evi-
dent that the government is
working as per the demand
and expcctations of the people.
The holding of referendum on
12th Constitdtional
Amendment Bill for establish-
ing parliamentary democracy
in the country is a concrcte
example of government's good
will and intention to ensure
people’'s welfare.

Meanwhile, we would sug-
gest that the government
should form an enquiry com-

By ensuring that we do not take peace for
:mw:mwu:umhu
Mﬂhﬂmﬂrlﬂl during the Presidential and. ||
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~at

Augusl congress in Kabwc it
propelled Kaunda back o the
party presidcential post he has

grentad snd |

mitlee by taking nwembers also

from thc opposition Lo investi-
gate the allegations and sanc-
tiori punishments to those who
would be found responsible for
the mishappenings.

M. Zahidul | lagque

Assistant Professor,
Bangladesh Agricultural
Institute, Dhaka -1207.

Police station at

Sir, In 1977 the then gov-
ernment decided to establish
eight police stations in greater
Mymensingh district in two
phases. ur top-
ped the list of first four police
stations, it was left out of
implementation programme,
whereas other seven police
stations have duly been estab-
Hshed and commissioned.
Establishment of station
Pearpur was found feasible
and csscniial by the highest
executive level of the country
as well as by the different
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Kaunda fights by TV and T-shirt in Multi-party Zambia

held for 32 years. And he re’
tains the authorily to
members of the

Enoch Kavindcle, the rich
year-old busincssman who
nced to challenge Kaunda
the leadership. withdrew
from the election for the cen-
iral committee because, he
said, it would cause
'in'r:ﬂnrﬁh damage.”
| the signs are that, in the
lcad-up o the general elee-
tion, the advert war will be-
come hotller and dirticr. Some
adverts alrcady warn people to
beware of “snakes bent on
sclling the nation.” Others say
“candidatlc C is a liar and party
B is full of political hyenas.”

The Church and ten smaller
parties call for restraint, but
the players are ncw to the
gamec and it may lake quite a
while for them lo realise that
confrontation does not always
work.

The good thing, as one
Htical observer sces, it, “is t
we are in a new era, a new cul-
ture. The adverts are helping
to provide a hcalthy election
dcbate in this new era and,

. most importantly, at least the

clectorate knows who is likely
to win, making it much easier
for us to dccide who to vole

for.” — GEMINI NEWS
Exchange rate : $1 = 68
kwacha

worked with Zambian
tion Services since 1974. He
co-ordinates regional news-

papers, magazines and national
radio.

levels of the police administra-
tion. Anti-social elements and
absconding criminals of
Mymensingh, Jamalpur, Muk-

tagacha and Nakla of Sherpur
use the adjoining arca of

Pearpur as their safe refuge
because there is no PS at

- Pearpur, and thus pose a seri-

ous threat o law and order si-
tuation.

For the sake of peace and
securily of local inhabitants:
immediate establishment of
police station at Pearpur is of
utmost imporiance. People of
Pearpur justly expect that the
present democratic govern-
ment will cstab and com-
mission the much necded po-
lice station without fu

delay.

On behalf of inhabitants of
Pearpur.
Mohammad All Akanda
Barighaguri, Pearpur.



