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From Mughal Miniatures

To Modernity

by Fayza Haq

Showkatuzaman's
exhibition is very d
miniature art that we found in his first exhibi-

. "For Moghul

nlings at his sixth solo

minjature we nced special c
which is not available in Bangladesh. The pro-
m;'ntanhll.ngm | will never be able to make

with it. "Howcver the training
han in Moghul miniature helps me with my
modern. creations. People sce modern art piec-
es and want lo grab them. No matter how fine

the minfature might be it won't sell at the

same rale. Even il people appreciate Moghul
miniature they don't have the means to buy it.
This is although | have kept my prices very
reasonable,” the artist comments.

Dwelling on his work Showkatuzzaman says
that he should join some art gallery as that
helps the artist Lo keep alive."] am now using
various media. 1 have found a counterpart of
terra-cotta that costs 50% less. At present | am
using clear glass to work on. That way there is
no need for canvas or paper or additional glass
to cover the paint. This has not been done be-
fore in Bangladesh™

“We_have a scar-
city of colours. | try
and make paints
with egg emulsion,
m:lding raw paints
thédt you get in
Ghousia Market ot
New Market. Most |

of my paintings in
the recent exhibi-

Francaise is done in
acrylic . | was pre-
scented with a mas-
sive box of 12 large
tubes when | went
to Japan, and | did
my work from that,”
the artist adds.
One' of Lhe re-
markable picces at
the exhibition is "Bird", The form is taken
from a pigcon . The background is a dramatic
red and black. The bird re ts youth. The

presen
form is simplificd to symbolise all birds. "The
b

apparently optimistic, full ef happy
ts and cager l'.n beautify ftsell,"the artist
Is.

ntntﬂl'lhwrl,klvunndtrmhﬁﬂchﬂtu
evoke the romantic mood. "Radha is some-
times said to WII:!lh:iurmnIntht
artist elaborates. The simplified form of the
duck I"I:pltlt‘:nll a woman waiting for her lov-
er. .

Very similar in theme is "
has a duck in a dry area of
ol mating is ofl and the country l:ru:lnlly
t!‘:poolhlidrinduputdyctll‘tht
"In both winter and summer our ponds

times dry ofl", the artist A.chcl!'m
entreps are acrylic en board .
"Autumn” has been done in egg emulllon

The gelours were prepared with egg yolk and
egg white. Onc is conlronted with dry leaves
land with hints of De-

"Summer” is an exotic piece. Due to the in-
tensive heal everything is scen in shades of

JS House body
meet cancelled

The third mccting of the
Sangsad Housc-
uled 10 be
tember
duc to

erent from the Moghul

ur and paper

that |

Bird

ting" has bright colours and environ- |

Qul Khwani

@ul Khwani of Alhaj
Zahirul Quyyu
lcader and former MP will be
held at his residence at 7/2,
Shln-llbq Dhlhl

lFr&n
tivcl. I'rle nds, ‘-"l:”
l‘:ﬂm

yellow, orange and red. There aré no lcaves on
the trees. The marsh has dried "up and is like
an amazing ball of fire. The donkey in the pic-
ture, can find no water, and is shown as howl-
ing in desperation and thirst.The sun is shown
Eenmlncnlly to intensily the impact of the
n is in thc: acrylic medium. The
artist mnde it water soluble and has worked
with brisk strokes.
- The artist's preoccupation with pairing and
heat is seen once again in "Pair,” wherc two
hcrons are seen in a marsh, where there is no
water. Dry leaves surround this marsh. There is
discord in the pair. The strokes on the picture
have been laid on with precision.

Once again dealing with Nalure is "Attack”,
There is a lot of blac n .and one¢ wit-
nesses the onslaught of the big fish on the

small ones. This painting is symbolic as it de-
lincatles powerful men trampling the helpless
souls. The big fish is shown as black and ugly'.
to stress ils evil nature,

Onc sces yet another cngmaslng landscape
in the entrece No.22. Brushes, shrubs, and

bamboo pieces are
shown with flying
dragonflies. This is
simple but exqui-
site and exotic.
"Polluted Water”
has the Greenpeace
movemerit in mind.
it shows how our
plants and living
beings arc being
destroyed. The wa-
ler is depicted as
red as it is polluted.
The [ish is shown
as full of fear."There
is not much scope
for them to live”, is
the artist’'s mes-

sage.

There is the im-
age of the Santal
Eﬂ scen against a dark background. The

ry.” Hpstick and modern clothes show !'-
fect n:l' civilisation on them. "l do not approve
of the modernization. They are like' animals
best kept in the jungles rather than captured
and put in the z00," the painter comments.

The artist has attempted a Chrisl figure.
This is purcly an experiment. "It is not a west-
ern Christ, as the features tell,” the artist

points out.The brushwork used is as in minia-

ture work. arc fine and precise. “In our
country the ljves of great men from the past
likc Buddha and Chﬁltmfu cn. We are all
for modern science and r.ezﬁ'ho

slance, ﬂmnm[lrtthndednnﬂmmmn.'
the artist comments.

Showkatuzzaman's oil on glass bring in natu-
ral beauty with flowers and trees. These re-
main purely decoralive and have yet to be de-

veloped.

The artist works as an {llustrator apart from
working in the publication in the Shishu Acad-
emy. His salary from his official work only pays
for his rent. His wile Farida Zaman is doing her
Ph.D at Shantinikatan on"The modern paint-
ings of the two Bengals and the h1ﬂucme of
tradition:” They have two children.
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Musallis brought out a truck procession in t.he city on Thursday on the occasion of Eid-a- |

Miladunnabi.
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Farakka has brought miseries

to Bangladeshis : Majedul

Agriculturc  Minister
Majedul 1iuq Thursday under-
scored the nced for optimum
utilisation ol available waler re-
sources 1o boost agricultural
production, reports BSS. |

Huq, who is also in-charge
of the Ministry of Irrigation,
Water nt and Flood
Control, said eflorts should
also be made to drain out the

_excess watcr to save Lhe agri-
cultural lands from water log--

ging.

Inaugurating a one-day
workshop on Syslems
Rehabilitation Project (SRP) of
Bangladesh Water
Development Board (BWDB) in
Dhaka Thursday morning, the
Minister said waler manage-
ment, the key to agricultural
devclopment, beccame more
acute in the recent ycars with
the commissioning of the
Farakka

‘He said this barrage had
brought happiness to a scction
of people in the sub-continent,
but miscries to the people of
Bangladesh by keeping halfl of
the couniry under water round
the year due to water logging
and rendering the remaining
half to suller from drought and
scarcily ol water. It also re-
duced the crop intensity by 50
per cenl in the allected areas,
he added.

Organiscd by Lhe direc-
torate of Operatfon and
Maintcnance (O and M) of the
SRP project, the inaugural ses-
sion of the workshop was also
addressed by State Minister
for Irrigation, Water
Development and Flood
Control M Ansar Ali Siddique,
Secretary ol the Ministiry M A
Malik, Ch-irnnn nI'B‘WDB DrA

T M Shamsul Huda, Chiel
Enginecr of SRP (O and M) M
A Rashid, Project Director A B
M Abdul Hai and Director
(Rehabilitation) of SRP Sk
Mostafa Hossain. ’
Referring to the completed
projects of BWDB, which
needed rchabilitation, the
minister cxpressed his sur-

prise and posed a qucstion as

'Parties failed to
motivate voters
in referendum’

The Liberty internalional
(LI), a Bangladesh-based Inte-
rnational Human Righlts
Organisation having consulta-
tive status with the United
Nations, in its initial reaction
expressed the view that in-
spite of good arrangcments
made by the Election
Commission, the political par-
ties failed to educate and moli-
vate the volers resulting in
low turnout in the referendum

on Scptember 15, reports BSS.

Expressing satisfaclion at
the neulrality and indepen-
dence shown by the officials
and law enforcing agencics
during the last parliamentary
clections, the Liberty
International noted discharge
of their duties without fear or
favour was ful improve-
ments in the election proccss.

The President of Liberty
Intcrnational, M A Mulalch
said, observer groups of Liberty
visited polling ccntres both in
rural and rhan arcas in the
districts.

to how a system crealed by
the brilHant technicians and
administrators could go out of
workable condition wilhln a
shorl period of their commis-
sioning.

He pointcd out that this was
due to lack of proper operation
and mainicnance of the pro-
jects. He said the persons 'ln-
volved must be taught how to

maintain those.

Ile said the beneficiaries of
the projecis should be moti-
valed to bear part of the op-
eralional costs.

State Minister Ansar Al
Siddique said- due to [aulty
planning, dcsign and con-
struclion and use of sub-stan-
dard matcrials the projects of
BWDI3 could not achjeve the
expucted output.

Sccretary of the Ministry M
A Malik said there was a-ten-
dency in the BWDD to lake up
ncw projccls to increase port-
folios while the completed
projccts failed due to faulty
design and sub-standard
works.

BWDB Chairman Dr AT M
Shamsul Huda said there was
no shortage of flunds in main-
tenance of the projects of the
board, but the projects failed
due to tremendous lack of pro-
fessional orientation, participa-
tion and commitment.

Project Director Abdul Hai
said wunder thec Sysiems
Rehabilitation Project (SRP),
16 sub-projects would be te-
habilitated and operation and
mainlenance of four projects
would be improved by the year
1993-94, Another 63 sub-pro-
jects would be rchabilitated
under SRP by 1996-97.

World's poor hkely to be worst
victims of environmental dangers

The world's r p-capullllnn
is likcly to be :ﬁ”
ol cnvironmental d u. ex-
tending beyond local rds,

according o a report of Lhe
Washington-based World Watch
Institute.

The environmental victimi-
sation of the poor extends be-
yond local hazards and the
truly global environmental
dangcrs (climate change and
ozone depletion) will endanger
cveryone, but the r are
likcly to suffer the most, the
report on 'Poverty and
Environmental Degradation'’
said.

Il cimate ¢ , soil ero-
sion, deforestation and popula-
tion growlh continue along
their current trajeclories, the
poverty rate will almost cer-
tainly skyrocket, perhaps dou-

worldwide by the second

of the next century’, the
institute said adding I‘KJH
humanity could be living in ab

solute between 2080
and : '
The report’'s part on
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Rain or thundershower likely 1o occur at many

Friday's maximum temperature in Dhaka was 33.4 degree

degrees.
two days : Little change.
hlﬂ“ﬂ“brm?hdlrl Rainfall activities »

sun sets today (Friday) at 5.58 pm and it rises tomor-

min 9 am 6 pm
28 83 71
368.5 75 73
28.2 B6 25
26.8 78 78
259 ] 87
24 4 w2 M4
X x 14 ]
26.2 X x

By Nazmul Ashraf

‘ccological crisis’ said thc con-
ditions lor ecological degrada-
tion have spread to more of
the carth's fragile lands, as the
global poverty trap tightens
and the world's poor become
inc insccure and dis-
. To reverse the spi-
ral and for development to
help the poor, the report sug-
gested, they must be not only
the intended bencliciarics but
active participants.
The ground-work for such
development is expanding im-

and grassrools actlions have
grown steadily, Lthe institute
mentioned holding

export

report |
It menifoned example

of China, where has

been reduced dramatically.

Gate calls on
Majedul

The Ausira

also leaches many ol Lthe same
lesson of South Korca.

While Soulh Korea and
China laid the ground work of

m‘uilahlc development under '

all-controlling centralised gov-
ernment, Kerala in India pro-
vides a model of incremental
but comprchensive poverty al-
leviation under democratic and
decentralised rule? the report

/s
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A UN' fniter-Agency Wor-
king . Group on Disaster

The Baily Star 3

| No major floods
this year likely

r in lhn this
Ullﬂ.mm year,

(UNIAWGD) meeting in Dhaka The group was composed of

Wednesday in a forecast said
that no major floods of the
magnitude of 1988 is likely to

Nasim demands
repolling

Opposition Chiel Whip

Mohammad Nasim Wednesday
demanded repolling in the
constituen¢ies where rigging
were reported in' parliamen-
tary by-election, reports UNB.

Addressing a public meet-
ing at Maizbari in Kazipur

upazila, he accused the ruling

IBNP of resorting to un-

[airmecans in the justi-con-
cluded by-elections.

"BNP has destroyed its im-
age by indulging in rigging in

the elections,” said Nasim, also

Publicity Secrclary of Awami

Leaguc,
He ur the ruling party to

uphold democracy by repealing
the Indemnity Ordinance.

He said AL had fulfilled its
commitment for reverting to
parliamentary form of govern-
ment and would contlinue its
movement for nmhnctpatiun of
the masses.

Presided over by local AL
leadcr Rustam Ali Sarkar, the
meceling was also addressed by
KM llasan Al, Abu Yusufl Surja
and Abul Kalam Azad.

IMPORTANT

represcnlalives from various
UN agencies, Watler Develo-
pment Board, Metcorologieal
Depariment and Relief
Minisiry, after analysing WDB -
flood forecasting bulletins,

" rainfall and salellite data.

It concluded that the coun-
try experienced modcerately
high localised floods mostly in
the northern s, said a
UNIC press Thursday.

The causcs for this year's
flooding was altributed to ex-
cessive rainfall during the first
two weeks. of September and
on rush of water from up-
strcam arcas in India,
meeting obscrved.

The UNIAWGD meeting
noted that.flood situation in
the affecied arcas has started
improving and will continue
n cu F
Exccpl further showers and
another spell of rainfall during
the next 4*5 days, the rains
will have little impact on the

overall flood situation of the
country, it said, '

ants bed. Phones : 001154

NOTICE FOR

TOEFL EXAMINEES

Examinees who register for the Test of
English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) in

ar?ladcsh will be require
vali ort as identification,

resent a
eginning

to

with th: Nnvtmbur 16, 1991 test adminis-

tration. No other form of identification
will be accepted at test centers in this

country.

Pleaseé note that no candidates will be
allowed to take TOEFL without a valid

passport beginning with November 16

TOEFL examination.
TOEFL Office

Princeton, NJ, USA

ADMISSION NOTICE

MANARAT DHAKA

INTERNATIONAL COLLEGE

(ENGLISH MEDIUM)
Plot-CEN-16,Road No.104, Guilshan, Dhaka-1212.
Tel: 604739, 604489.

Cumtdcfm,g the
Guardians, S

demands of the Parents/

those coming from abroad

with family, Manarat Dhaka International
in addition to its present'O’'and 'A' level classes

has now open

ed admission in the HSC

HSC Science

group of BISE Dhaka in ENGLISH MEDIUM
(for the session 1991-92).

Admission in the first year H.S.C Class will begin
from the 21st September,1991.Students desirous

of taking

admission are advised to contact the

College Authority for necessary detalls.

SEA-LAND SERVICE, INC (USA)
NOTICE TO CONSIGNEES/SHIPPERS

FEEDER VESSEL MYV. INFINITY VOY-S541 IS DUE TO ARRIVE AT
CHITTAGONG ON OR ABOUT SEP/20/91 WITH SEA-LAND CONTAINERS
RELAYED AT SINGAPORE FROM BUSAN, HONG KONG, KEELUNG,
NAGOYA, TAICHUNG, YOKOHAMA, KAOHSIUNG, KOBE AND WUHU,
CHINA EX VESSELS :-

NORASIA SINGA V-126W, CHINA SEA V-125W,
DEVELOPER V-144W, SEA-LAND FREEDOM V-122W,

CONSIGNEES ARE REQUE'.ST‘ED' TO CLEAR THEIR CONSIGNMENTS
IMMEDIATELY ON DISCHARGE OR WITHIN 45 DAYS FROM THE DATE
OF UNLOADING FAILURE TO WHICH WILL BE GUIDED BY CUSTOMS

VOY-S541 WILL LOAD CONTAINERS FOR UK/
CONT/ MED/ SCAN/ US EAST COAST/ US WEST COAST/ FAR EAST/
TURKISH PORTS/ EGYPTIAN PORTS/ EAST EURO' PORTS/ USSR/
CANADIAN PORTS/ INTERMODAL SERVICES
DESTINATIONS WITHIN USA AND ELSE WHERE.

REEFER CONTAINERS ARE AVAILABLE ON MYV, INFINITY VOY-S41.

Principal
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