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Plans for a one-
day intcrnational
crickel tourna-
ment in Dhaka
involving the mi-
ghty West Indics
Lanka — as also
h — in the last weck

'

and Sri

of October have been
abandoned
The execulive commitlee

mecling of Lthe newly -reconsti-
tuted Bangladesh Cricket
Contrel loard (DCCH), at s
Dhaka Stadium office K:rwrduy
afternocon under the

ship of its president Foreign
Minister Col (Retd) Mustalizur
Rahman. decided unantmously
to scrap Lhe idea. Several
rather plausiblc rcasons have
been proffered by the BCCUH
commillee for this decision
which will no doubt break the
hearts of the country's innu-
merable cricket lans.

Col Mustafiz, lor whom it
was Lhe maiden visit to the
BCCH offices yesterday, agreed
with the majority members ol
the commitice that the time
allowed for compietion of such
basic s such as the
pitch, is lar oo short. No one
was willing to risk the
prospects of a disaster that
could occur with the learsome
West Indian pace battery bowl-
ing at Sri Lankan hatsmcn on
an undcrprepared wicket. The
delay in the formation of the

new DCCH commitler provided
very hitke umwe for piich and

gmu:ul preparalions Lo slarl.

The cxeculive commitiec
meeting, which was atiended
among olhcrs by Health

Minister Chowdhury Kamal
lbne Yusul, who was carlicr

madc the head of the organis-
ing commitice, also did not
want (o take any risks with the
weather which is most unpre-
dictablc at that time of the
year. The late monsoon can, re-
ally wrcak havor with cven the
hast of 3

Insticad, holding oul a
gimmer of hope for Lhe
cricket fans, the commillee
felt that it might perhaps be a
betler tdea to hold a tourna-
ment wilth mere counirics
such as India and Rakistan tak-
ing part somelime soon afler
nexl ar's World Cup in
Aus and New Zcaland.

The BCCl¥'s cancellation of
the West Indics-Sri Lanka pro-
grammg, scheduled for Dcl 27
and 28, means that Dhaka fans
may ncver gel another chanee
o sec the great Viv Richards
in action. The West Indian

Maradona convicted

by Naples court

NAPLES, Scpt 18:
A Naples courl
today convicled
Argentine soccer
slar Diego
Maradona on
charges of pos
scssion ol cocaine and gave
him a 14 month suspended
prison senlence, reports
Reuter.

Maradona was not present
al the trial. He has remained in
Argentina since he returned
there in disgrace last April.

The court also ordered the
former Napoli caplain to pay a
four million lire (3,175 dollar)
finc, a court official said.

The suspended sentence,
which was a result of plea bar-
gaining, means Maradona will
nol have Lo serve time in an

[talian jail.

Meanwhilc, an AP report from
ew York said,
anmce supersiar Diego

“It's more [act-linding than
negotiations, but, yes, we have
had negotiations,” Latta said.

Maradona led Argentina to
the 1986 World Cup tille in
Mexico and was named Lhc
lournament's most valuable
player. lie also starred al the
1990 World Cup in Italy.
where Argentina [inished run-
ncrup to Germany.

The ban is recognized by
FIFA, the international soccer
[cdcration, thus making
Maradona incligible Lo play in
FIFA-aflilialed countries and
lcagues, such as the United
Slates.

FIFA press office Guido
Tognoni confirmed Tucsday
that since the United Stalcs
Soccer Federation is a member
of FIFA, and the MSL is a
member of the USSF,
Maradona could not play for

the Sockers.

away by Argentine police last May after he was found in
possession of cocaine at his Buenus Aires apartment .

Maradona has been in discus-
sions to play for the San Diego
Sockers of the Major Soccer
League in the United States,
the Club's spokesman said

"We have been in discus-
sions with Maradona's
He works with a camp of 12
15 advisers. lle's awarc of Lhe
Major Soccer Leaguc and
aware of the San Dicgo
Sockers’ interest in
Maradona,” Sockers public re-
lations director Tim Latta said
in a telcphone interview from

Dicgo. _
CAF likely to
-admit SA
. S, Sept 18: The 15-
3’“!‘ llﬂrhuun ol South Africa
from international football
E}J.Id end this week, rcports

With statutory aparthcid

scrapped and football unit
athicved, the South Mﬂmz:'l
Foolball Association (SAFA) has

applicd for aisocr
ET ol the Con l'EfL!'!'IH‘ﬁgﬁcEf

porss Football (CAF),

The executive committee of
CAF will decide whether to
admit South Alrica at its two-
day meeting in Cairo beginning
Thursday.

Provisional membership
would entitle South Afriea to
competle in national and club
competitions organised by
CAF, including the 1992
champions and Cup Winners'
Cups and the qualifying rounds
for the 1994 Nations' Cup [i-
nals. =

South Africa are desperate
to flex their muscles inst
glants like Cameroon have
sent a seven-man delegation. It
is led by SAFA Secretary-
General Solomon Morewa and
includes Steve Tshwete.

Maradona still has a con-
tract with Napoli and his

' divisions will

master bataman s likely w0
retire frem international
mhn.n-mmm
next February. i

Am.thlrlmlhﬂ

hw:::‘:m- L the hﬂi

crichet programme ol the
coming IIII-H scason and
the formation of vartous sub-
commitlees.

The Damal Summer lour-
nament, curtain raiser of the
domestic cricket seasen, will
begin in Dhaka from the Uhird
week of Oetober. The Navana
Premier Division league is
scheduled for a late Noveatber
start with 12 teams (aking
parl. Lalmatia and Kalabagan
K.C., who had finfshed at the
hmmﬂﬂ:mhmmhﬂ
scason, will not n
view of their unresolved dis-
pulc over Lhe cligibility of
Ashish Malik, the Indian all-
rounder, who played lor

SEix et

hﬂﬂlm

The commiltee had also
abandoned the 1991 national
cricket championship which
muhlml.h:l‘n:hlmnlwduk
because of the devastating cy
clonc in the month of A.prll.

Calcutta MSC
Bordolo1 champs

GUWAHATI, Sept
Mohammedan Sporting Cluh
Calcutta, lifted the 39th
Lokopriya Bordoloi Trophy
football tournament edging
past East Bengal by a solitary
mnl in the final played in the
hru Stadtum here today, re-

Po\cr a barren 90 minutes of
Play, Mohammedan Sporting
scored the match winner In
the first minutle of extra U
through a headcr by Ch
topher following a kick.
Although Aqucel Ansari
made the flag kick which was
cflfortlessly hecaded in by
Christopher. It was Chibuzor
who was the architect of

Mohammedan's victory.

Chibuzor attempted a kick at
the goal aller a solo run which
was diverted by a defender.

| The Nag kick that resulted

scaled the
Bengal.

Kabaddi zonals
begin today

Sports Reporter
The [inal rounds of the
Uttara Molors national kabaddi

e e

As many as 22 teams from
all over the
the four zonal finals.

Maiches of the Dhaka
Division will be held in Dhaka
at Outer Stladium kabaddi
court. Five teams— Tangail,
Narayanganj, Munshiganj,
Sherpur and Dhaka are
part in the threc-day competi-
tion.

"li"lu Chittagong divisional

matches will be held at
Comilla. Six tcams— Ranga-
mati, Feni, Chit g Moul-
vibazar, Chandpur and hosts
Comilla — are taking part in
the competition. -

Matches of the Khulna
Division are beginning at
Satkhira with Khuina, Pirojpur,
Narail, Bagerhat, Jessore and
hosts Satkhira taking part

Bogra, Serajganj, Kurigram,
Gaibandha and Rajshahi arc
playing in the Rajshahi Division
in Rajshahi.

Eight teams from the four
qualify for the fi-
nals scheduled to be held in
Dhaka from September 26 to

match [or East

country will play in '

. rtain of the English county

 heaged

. LONDON, Sepl

. 18 . ﬂ'rﬂhﬂm
Gooch thrashed a

" brilliant doublc

cenlury as Esscx
made virtually cc-

cricket championship title by
overwhelming Middisex on
Tuesday, reports Reuter.

Having sent Middlescx
crashing to 51 all out, the low-
est first-class score of the sea-
son, Gooch and his men
further humiliation on
the defending champions by
amassing 385 for three before
the closc on the first day.

Gooch smashed an unde-
feated 202, including two sixcs
and 29 fours and with a further
three days to play, only bad
weather scems remotely ca-
pable of halting Esscx's vietory
march.

The Chelmsford pilch was
blameless as the visilors capit-
ulated limply in just 24.3 overs
before lunch.

Scamers Neil Foster (four
for 18), Derek Pringle (three
for 25) and Steve Andrew (lwo
for eight) did most of the dam-
age’ on an evenly- grasscd

were tail-enders Neil Williams
(23) and Paul F‘arharct (12 not
oul).

When Essex's turn came, it
was a completcly different
story. Gopch, whe had won the
loss carlier in the day, batted
screnely for 293 balls, helped
by a uscful 80 from Pakistant
Salim Malik.

Nasscr Hussain was 50 nol
out at stumps, with Gooch
reaching 200 in the day's final
over with a six over mid-
wicket ofl Mikc Gatting.

Graham Gooch, the Essex captain, drives former England paceman Norman Cowans
boundary on his way to an unbeaten 202 by the close of the first day of the four-day Britannic
Assurance county championship match against Middlesex at Chelmsford on Sept 17.

(Gooch ensures Essex title

it was all gloomy news for

:;r:und placed Warwickshire,
points behind going into
the (inal round of matches.

LTth' madc 316 for scven
against Somcrsct at Taunton

with half centuries [rom

Dominic Ostler, Andy Lloyd
and Jason Ratclifle,

But cvents at Chelmsford
overshaded everything else,

lcaving Warﬂck&hlrc praying

for an unlikely miracle over
the remaining Lthree days.

Zimbabweans face follow-on

BULAWAYO, Sept 18 : A
burst of three wickets in four
overs by paceman Dennis
Ilickcy put Australia "I” in a
commanding position halfway
through their four-day cricket
match against Zimbabwe on

. Tucsday, reports Reuler.

Al the closc on the second
day, Zimbabwe were tollering
on 171 for scven in their first
innings in reply to the visitors’
483.

A resolute 74 'h}r opcner
Grant Flower in an innings
lasting almost 300 minutcs

abled them 10 reach re-
spcclable 164 for four shortly
beforc the close.

But then Hickey, returning
lor his sccond spell, ripped
out Flower, Dave Houghton and
Andy Waller Lo leave them still
312 runs behind and almost
certainly facing the follow-on. -

Hickey finished with three
for 37 while seamer Steve
Waugh had the remarkable fig-
ures of two wickets for lwo
runs off eight overs, six of
them maidens.

Earlier, Paul Reiffc] ham-
mered a rapid 54 not out from
only 66 balls after Australia "I3"
resumed on 409 for seven.

;lhﬂ,h*
. held 0-0 in an exciting maich

| Sulaiman,
| World Boxing Council (WBC),

. Delfending

' Hard blow for Aussm

ll - M‘l

-lrliﬂ:l men's

against Great Britain here

Tucsday, reports AFP.
The resull lcaves the titke-
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lllh: ‘-qt-

chances of a third ons huried themseives into a

desperale late assault,

David
I-t mﬂ.ﬂ —

Team standings after yes-
rday's maich between Aus-
tralia and Great Britain in the

E

holders onc point behind hasts mon’s Champions Trophy

Germany who have a game in
hand. But it was an cxcellent

result for Olympic champions
Great Britain who had three

| short corners to Australia’'s

five forward sysiem alfler
dropping one for the first two
games as an experiment that
produced a draw and a win.
This time the Australian at-
tackers made lite headway
against a Llightly cenlrolled
British defence in which goal-
keeper Sean Rowlands had an

ou game.

The Australian defence had
its fair share of work as Creat
Britain launched regular piere-

| ing raids. lesitation by Robert

I John Shaw

Australia's [first ch-m

. came only in the 18th minute.

Paul Lewis went through on his
own but spooncd his shot into
the pads of Rowlands, whe
made somc conflident charges
from his goal to smother scor-
ing at

Aust had a much betier
sccond hall but found Rowland
blocking them each ume. lic

Imvndm;hlhnllhmm

\

Australia reverted to thetr '

competition here,
(Tabulate under played,
won, drawn, lost. goals for,

goals agninst, poimts).

Gemany 2 2 0 0 7 3 4
Assmtrala 3 1 0 2 4 3 3
Grest Brftain 3 1 O 2 -3 & 3
Fakimiar 21 0 1 8% § 2
Netherlands 2 1| 0 1 3 4 2
Soviet Unon | O O 2 2 S5 ©
German girls
shock holders
BERLIN, Scpt 18: Ge

beat titichelders South Korea
for the first time ever Lo

compe<ctition
Tuecsday, reports Reuter.

Tralling twice in a game full
of attractive hockey and goal-
mouth incidents, the Germans
scored three times in the last
22 minutes to snatch a 4-2 vic-

_5

It was the Germans' Lhird
win in the women's competi-

Germany rtm-jn al Lhe
I'uulol'll':mundﬂnhh'ltﬂlh

I8 : Former wo-

rid heavywcight

box

Mike Tyson,
accused of
ycar-old girl, will be
innocent, said Jose

president of the

an I|I8-
found

here Wednesday, reports AFP.
Sulaiman, in the Thai capi-

tal for the 28th WBC conven-

' tlon later this month, added

that Tyson was not the ogre he
was being made out to be.

"l know Mike very well. lle
isn't the bad young man that
some C are tin
him to be,” P::H hhﬁmn.m .

"From what | know of the
rape charge, Mike fsn't at
fault,” he added.

Tyson was rcieagped on bail

last week an | lis
court dller Em

raping a (cenage beauty
pagceant contestant
Prosccutors say Tyson, who

Asian.women's
volleyball

BANGKOK, Sept 18

champions China
deleated Taiwan in 3 straight
scts 15-3, 15-1, 15-4 in a
Group F second wound maitch
in the 6th Asian women's vol-
lcyball championships here

group, Japan,
who finished third in the 5th

champienships in 1989, de-
fcated Australia 15-1, 15-3,
15-0. |

In Group E, North Korea
beat Thailand 15-8, 8-15, 15-
13, 16-13, while South Korca,
runncrs-up in the 1989 cham-
pionships beat Vietnam 15-2,
15-4, 15-2.

In the second round com-
petition, the last eight tcams
arc divided into two groups —
Group E and F — to play a
round-robin compctition. The
top lwo teams in cach group
wﬂl qualil'jr for the semifinals

WBC boss claims
Tym;g innocent

hﬁl-clfnn Lthe ﬂrl ldu1y in
a hotcl rnn-:.

world llll-l: ﬂ minlt
Evander Ho ﬂcl on

HumnhchInLu?cﬂ has
pleaded not guilty. The trial ts
to start next January.
"I didn't hurt no one. I'm ex-
tremely worried about the sit-
uation but | know | am inno-
cent,” said Lhe 25-year-old
after his court :
Sulaiman he was hurt
to see Tyson caught up in a sex
scandal.
*He has done a lot for the
sport and made the heavy-
weight division sparkle. Tyson
came in al a time when we
: the L scene
was losing attraction and
T
n i L

weight division.
m--nﬂiputhrhhl. h

I'I'TF re-admits
Latvia, Lithuania

TOKYO, Scpt 18 : The Baltic
rcpublics of Latvia and
Lithuania have been voted back:
into the Intcrnational Table
Tennis Federation, reports
Reuter.

The ITTF said today the two
had been awarded re-affillated
membership, bringing the to-
tal of I member associa-
tions to 148,

Latvia took part in the
World Championships from
1928, when their men HAn-
ished fourth, until 1938.
Lithuania were clected in 1929
and played until 1939.

The two states along with
Estonia were incorporaled into
the Soviet Union in 1940 but
beeame independent again 12
days ago. An application by
Estonia to join the ITTF for
the first time will be consid-
ered later after talks invelving
Sovict Table Tennis  Asso-
ciation president Yuri Ph-nill.

transfer rights beclong lo the | 28 at the Outer Stadium | Pitch. The only Middlesex had provided the backbone of
Itnliun tcam, Tognoni said. | kabaddi court. playcrs to rl:n::h double figurcs lhl: Zimhahw reply and en-
BERLIN, Sept 18: Commiltee (IOC) began a _ the pipeline. til their next full assembly
The Ballic repub- three-day meeting il became Senfor Olympic uITicIalu The next congress nf the
lics of Latvia, Lit- clear I.hll the newly-indcpen- indicated that the 10C Inlcrnational Amateur Athletic

huania and Est-
onia seem secl to
gain provisional
rather Lthan full Olympic recog-
nition, senior Games officials
indicated on Tuesday, reports
Reuter.

But if the Soviet National
Olympic Committee (NOC)
gets its way, the Baltic coun-
trics will still be guaranteed a
place in next 's Winler
Olympics in Albertiville and
the Summer Games in
Barcelona in July

As the Executive Board of

l:l'u: International Olympic

dent Baltic countries had not
yct met all the technical re-
I:S::'Emcﬂtl for full member-

Under the Olympic Char-
ter, a counlry must be af-
filiated to international federa-
tions'in at least five games on
sports before lull recognition
can be granied.

Since the Baltic nations be-
came independent on Sep-

Executive Board would decide
on Wednesday lo restrict the
Baltics to provisional recogni-
tion for the time being.

That would leave more than
four months for the Baltic
states to obtain all the creden-
tials needed for the 10C to

grant full ition at its
session . in bertiville in
February.

. Soviet NOC president Vitaly *

Snirmu said some lnt:mn

nffer the Baltic ll'ﬂ!htlon as
qulckl as - possible, while
others were obliged to wail un-

Federation, for example, is not

- due until 1993.

"So to ensure that the ath-
letes do not miss the Olympic
Games it could be possible to
give them provisional recogni-
tion with full rights to partici-
pate with their own [lags and
anthems at the Winter and
Summer Olympic Games,”
Smirnov said.

He added that it might be

nccessary lo restrict such a

guaraniee lo particiapation in
individual sports because of

the lt:l:hnlcnl difficulties sur?
rounding most team sports,

recogmtlon of the IOC

Canadian Dick Pound, a
former 10C vice-president and
a member of the 10C's Baltic
lfaison corhmission, said he
did not believe the Baltic
countries would have any
problem obtaining the neces-
sary alflillations in time for
the I0C session in Albertiville.

| think a lot of the interna-
tional fedcrations are ready to

go. Don't think it will be any

problem at ail.”

The remaining - Soviet re-
publics have pledged to com-
pete in next year's Olympics as
a single team, although
Baltic nations are clcirly de-
termined to take part in their
own right.

Smirnov pointed to somg
sports, such as rowing, in
which Baltic athlctes contin-

ucd o train with their Seowvict

counterparts.
In other sports indh'idual

athletes might have a better
chance of" a medal as
part of a Sovicl squad than as a
representative ol a particular
republic, he added.

Pound noted that "under
the Olympics Charter, where
there is either a political sepa-
ration or an integration, an

secking independence amid

the political turmoil of the
Soviul Union, Olympic lcaders
arc decply worried that size of
future Games could get out of
control. .
Pound said the return of
the Baltic NOCs, which were .
disbanded when the three
states were incorporated inte
the Soviet Union in 19840,
would not be a problem be-

~ cause thcy were small coun-

trics.
"But if you ended up with
15 new republics all showing

. 'pnllhl:ﬂ mpics with teams
O

400, that 'lruuld be 6,000
cxtra bodies and there

nnlhcanyrunmll.lh: he

Desplte all the odds Iraqi soccer continues to ﬂOllI'lSh

BAGHDAD, Scpl
18 . lIraq's
nalional side may
be ing from
the World soccer
stage, but passion
for lootball stfll runs high at
home, rcports Reulter.

Long the powerhouse of
Arab foolballing nations, Iraq's
1980-88 war with Iran and
1990. invasion of Kuwaitl have
left the country for lengthy
spells on the international
sidelines,

Forced to seck international

I competition oulside the coun-

try to a four-ycar ban by

the International Football
Federation (FIFA) on home
matches, Iraq stil won the
Gull Cup soccer lournament
three times in the 1980s.

it was favourcd to win the
1990 tournament, staged four
months before ils annexation
of Kuwait, but withdrew at the
last minute and its Uny neigh-
bour viclorious.

In 1988, Iraq reached the
World Cup Mfinals in Mexico
only to losc all three first-
round matches — leading to
the dismissal of Brazilian coach
Evaristo De Macedo, in charge
of the squad for just two

months.

To make up for the lack of
international mmp:lilinn. last
season's top six sides in the
20-tcam First Division organ-
fsed a pre-scason tournament
at 's National Sha's
Stadium this month.

Called the Mother of All

Battles Championship, Iraq's
name for its confrontation with
the US — led Allies in the Gulf
War, President Saddam
Hussein lavished 3,20,000 di-
nars (aboul a million dollars at
the official exchange rate) on
the cup.

The winner's

prize of

150,000 dinars (465,000 dol-
lars at the official ratc) was the
largest ever won by an lraqi
sports team.

It went (o the country's
Eh‘h ﬁ.MIﬂf »
who stretched an unbeaten run
starting last November to 28

In a hard-fought belore
50,000 impassioned fans at
the Sha's Stadium, Zawra de-
feated the Air Foree team
Jawwiya 3-1 alter extra time.

it was a robust, hard-fought
g:‘m: with both trainers kept
sy throughout and played 1o

an incessant barrage ol noisc.

But there was plenty of skill to
suggest Iraqgi soccer is still-a
force to be reckoned with.

- Laith Hussein, named player
of the championship by soccer
writers, scored his fourth goal
of the tournament to put Zawra
2-1 early in extra lime.

D'.l“'l!:: minute later fellow in-
ternatfonal siriker Ahmed
Radhi, Asian flootballer-of-the-
ycar in 1989, drilled home the
third goal to seal victory.

A bid to buy a programme as
a souvenir was fruitless as no
such thing existed.

In a radical departurc from
soccer matches elsewhere in

the world,
for all.
But securily was intensc.
Troops with machine guns
mounted on the back of pickup
trucks guarded all gates into
the ground — no’ Wembley or
San Siro Stadium but on a
with Gothenburg's Ullevi
where the final of next June's

Eu Championship will
be held.

Republican Guard troops, in
their distinctive red berels
and regular army soldiers car-
rying an assgriment of rifles
and automatic formed
a circle around the perimeter

entrance was [ree

of the running track :urruund
ing the pitch.

Plain-clothes bodyguards

carrying sub-machine guns
m the VIP box, where
's eldest son Unday —

chairman of the | Olympic
and Football hnl:;tuﬂrm —
walched the match befnr!

awarding the prizes.
It was Zawra's third trophy
of the -rl'aulh:rqull.n-m

and Cup double last scason.

Jawwiya had Lhe consolation of
the runners-up prige 100,000
dinars (310,000 dollars al the
official ratc).



