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l\vﬁjahideen
with Kabul

ISLAMABAD, Sept :
Radical rebels said on
Tuesday t would not talk

with anybody [rom
President Najibullah's ruling
Watan (Homeland) Parly,
reports Reuter.

Two radical Mujahideen
guerilla groups called Watan a
of communists whom
blamed for more than a
deaths in the 13-ycar-

<'old Afghan ctvil war.

were commenting nn
a senfor Pakistani official's
statement on Monday saying
that Islamabad had indications
Najfbullah personally would not
take part in any intra-Alghan
dialogue as part of a UN
process lecading- to a
transitional ' government in
Kabul and elections.
Several guerilla groups have
rcjected a cease-fire offered by
Najibullah on Sunday, calling it

" e

he Mujahideen will rejeet
talks "in which even a single
member of the Communist
Party is involved,” Jamiatl-I-
Islami Guerilla Party's radical
leader Gulbuddin Hekmatyar
said. -
"The Mujahideen will not
accepl any system or
government in which a single
communist is included.,” he
told a meeting of Alghan

rcfugees near the
northwestern Pakistani town
_ of Peshawar.
~". Another radical party

el

a

s Mohammad Younis
difference belwcen Sovict-
backed Najibullah and any
other Watan Parly membecr

representing him.
Blasts rock
Karachi

KARACHI, Sept 18: Four
explosions ruckcd this
Pakistani city mullng
minor ptupc
AFP,

The incidents coincided

with a strike called by the Jiyc
Sind Students Federation to
protest the detention of stu-
dent leaders.

NEW DELiN, Secpt 18:
Iindian government du::ln.rﬂd
Assam's provincial borders
with three adjoining states
"disturbed arcas” giving sweep-
ing powers (o security forces
engaged in a crackdown
against Maoists rebels in the
rcgion, rcporis AFP.

The Federal Home Ministry
Tuesday night declared the
northeastern state's borders
with Mcghalaya, Nagaland and
Arunachal Pradesh disturbed
in a bid to cut off escape routes
of United Liberation Front of
Assam (ULFA) rebels.

Ministry officials in New
Delhi said loday that soldiers
pursuing thc manhunt have
also been given powers
to detain and interrogate with-
out court. ssion.

It also declared Chirap and
Changland districts in adjoin-
ing Arunachal Pradesh dis-
lurbed arcas, saying the situa-
tion was volatile there as well.

"The ccntral government is
of thé view that areas declared
disturbed area in such a dis-
turbed and dangercus state
that use of armed forces in aid
of civil administration were
necessary,” a government
mmun‘ﬂ:: said here.

The le of Assam was
stamped "disturbed” during a
previous anti-ULFA military
campaign in the oil-rich state
condemned "Operation

last November.

The [lederal government

toughencd its stand on the
ULFA issuc aller Assam Chief
Hlnilt:r Hiteswar Saikia
rejected the Maoists'
hr a swap of seven
cted by
I'hﬂ I'M for an uns
number of guerrillas

Assam is governed by the
Congress (I) Party of Prime
Minister P V Narasimha'Rao.

The ULFA, which came into
pmm!n:nn: last year, rdnes

not recognize the state of India
and secks independence.

Saikia's rejection followed
an expiry of a Tuesday 1230
GMT deadline set the ULFA
for the execulion of the seven

including four officials
of the Oil and Natural Gas

OiC summit beg‘ins Dec' 9 :m

tions of the Islamic Conference (OIC) will hold its

Hwﬁhﬁ:hm“tﬁmwmm

the world Muslim
h:ub—hhmﬂh-ﬁnlmhundndmyun

has held a

Security forces shot dead ninc T In-hllcdgm
others died in an cexplosion hours al ltrﬁmr-nl:hcr:wrc
killed outside a main rebel base in Sri Lanka's northcast,
officials in Colombo said, AFP rcports. ilied

Adlh.la said troops ninc
fighters of 'm?ﬁnd Tamil Eclam (LTTE) in
eastern Batllicaloa during a corden and search operation in
the coaslal district. e

He said L more were in an explosion at a
LTTE md:mmmm district, hours afler four
soldiers died in a bid to break wrehddehnmln

Mullaittivu district.

“HMHMWIMM-I

the LTTE office.

24-hour BBC TV news for Asia :
The British

Corporation (BBC) said on Tuesday it

The

il

begin a 24-hour television news service Lo Asia In
. <clock Astan news and information channel,

part of the BBC's “"World Service Television,” will be beamed

via “wﬂhﬂnﬂum
38 nations with a potential audience of 2.7 billion

li

iii

of

Director
relensed this week aficr serving four years in a labour camp,
said on Tucsday the plant should be closed 1o prevent a new
accident, reports Reuter.
Viktor Bryukhanov told the trade union dafly Trud in
:-n.ﬂmmmm“uhuch-m
slation.”

labour

Bush names

year-old Tatwan

£hao, now a Transporiation Secretary id

*Hﬂhmu—-ﬁ—i:ﬁ:
mmw_ﬂhﬁﬂl*uﬁ

m“dl-.“h volunicers o teac

agriculture, sanftation and programmes.

Commission (ONGC) abducted
July 1.

ULFA rebels have alrcady
killed onc kidnapped ONGC
engincer, T S Raju, triggering
a costly six-day petroleum
strike by 40,000 protesting
ONGC officials’ countrywide.

Indian army Lroops scarching
for Maoisl guerillas in a sweep
through the thick jungles of
northeastern Assam stale have
found only deserted rebel
camps an army spokesman
said on Tucsday

The army was ordered lo
move against United Liberation
Front of Assam (ULFA) gucril-
las on Sunday alter they killed
one of a group of hostages ab-
ducted more than 10 wccks

The spokcsman said Lroops
backed by helicopters had

raided 24 camps over the past
three days but rebels had de-
serted all, apparcntly
ahtlciﬁllng the sweep.,

situation demands the
Indtan army may airdrop mili-
tary personnel to flush out the
militants, he said in the state
capital Guwahati.

e said 142 ULFA members
or supporilcrs had been ar-
rested so far but only aboult 30
were considered hardcore mil-
ftants.

Army
[orces are palrolling highways
and key roads around the
clock and Assam's borders

with neighbouring states have
been sealed,
said.

An ULFA ultimatum to the
state governmenti to free ils
jailed members in exchange
for seven surviving hostages

the spokesman

Internatlonal

Assam borders with adjoining
states declared disturbed areas

and paramilitary. '

expired on Tucsday t.m:,ning

" The government did nol re-

lease any prisoncrs and there
was no world about the fate of
the hostages.

The ULFA kidnapped 15
pcople in Assam on July 1.

They released six of them but J

have killed a petroleum engi-
neer they were holding captive
and a Sovict mining engineer.

Slate Chiel
llitendra Saikia [reed more
than 500 jailed militants dur-
ing two months of bargaining
with ULFA lcaders although he
failed to sccurce the relcase of
the hostages ULIFA wants all of
its members in Jail rclecased
first.

Mlnialt:rl

ULFA says New Delhi ex-
ploits the state’s oil and tea re-
sources o the disadvantage of
Assamesc,

WﬁSHINGTDN US Premdent Genr Bush poses in t.he Ruse Lﬂrden at the Whlte Hnuse

September 17 with the three remdenta of t.he newly-independent Baltic states. From left are
Latvinn President Anatolys GorhUnmfs, Lithuanian President Vytautis Lansbergis, President
Bush, and Estonian President Arnold Fedorovich Ruutel.

—AFP/ UNB photo

Fate of EC-brokered ceasefire in doubt

Fighting in Zagreb contlnues

ZAGRED (Yugoslavia), Scpt
18: Sporadic [ighting and
sniper nllaclu cleared the
strects of the Croatian capital
Zagreb early loday shortly be-

fore a new European Comm-

unity brokered ccasclire was

due to go inlo cllect. Zagreb
radio said, AFP.

After a night of raids by
Yugoslav warplanes and gunfire
around federal army garrisons
in the city, snipers armed with
stlencer-equipped rifles could
be seen stationed on the rools
of some public buildings, in-
cluding the National Library
and local mililary court, eye-
witnesses and police said.

The city's sireets were de-
serted Wednesday moming as
the noon (1000 GMT) ccase-
fire deadlinc approached. All
train service between the city
audits suburbs was suspendcd
due to the fighting, police
safd.

With the continucd fighting,
chances looked slim for the
new truce, which was signed
Tucesday by Europcan

Community (EC] mediatlor
Lord Carrington, the presi-
dents of Croatia and Serbia and
Yugoslav military officials.

Lord Carrington said in a
BBC radio interview today that
failurc of the ceasefire would
unleash the "Bloodiest civil
war there has been for some
time.”

He doubted whether it
would be worth continuing
with the EC conference on
Yugoslavia in the Hague, due o
resume Thursday, if the cease-
fire , brokered by the EC, did
not hold.

Overnight air force planes
attacked the former Zagreb

s dlrport, now a helicopter base

controlled by Croatian national
guardsmcn, in the cily sub-
urbs, whilc shooting was heard
through the night and into
Wednesday meorning on the
city outskirts as well as in the
centre, ncar the bus station,
Zagreb radio said.

it said ambulances had
come under snipper fire but
reporiced no casualties.

any inhabitants were hud-
dle::l in nhdlt.r: afller rcpeated
air-raid warnings sounded.

In other fighting, fedcral
army troops backed by the air
force were allacking the towns
of Komarevo, Sunja and Gomii
Viduseva, about 60 kilometers
(35 miles)] south of here,
Zagreb radio said.

Fighting was also raging at
Ogulin, 70 kilometres (45
miles) southwest of Zagreb,
and at Varazdin, 60 kilometres
(35 miles} north of Belgrade,

where f[ederal warplanes
bombed (wo airports late
Tuesday

Reuter adds: A Croatian ofli-
cial accuscd the Yugoslav army
Wednesday of violating a ccase-
fire that came into force in the
rebe] republic at midday.

Imra Agotic, a Croatian
Defence Ministry spokesman,
told Reuters fighting had con-
tinued in the town of Varazdin,
about 75 km (60 miles) north
of the Croatian capital Zagreb
afller the deadline passed.

—

N

UNITED NATIONS: The new President of the United Nations General Assembly Samir
Shihab, of Saudi Arabia (R) talks to UN Secretary General Javier Perez de Quellar here
September 17. The Saudi envoy won 83 votes in the General Assembly presidential election.

—AFP/ UNB photo
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Premadasa rules
out dissolution
of parliament

COLOMBO, Scpt 18:
Beleagucred President Rana-
Premadasa, facing an
impeachment move in -
Hament, has discounted re-
ports of an imminent dissolu-
tion of the Sri Lankan legisla-

ture, press, rcports said today,

reports AFP,
The statec-run daily news
said Premadasa had

"instructed” several secretaries
of ministrics to launch an ac-
celerated development pro-
gramme for the next four
and had said there would
dissolution of parliament.

Dissident leaders said Lhey
feared P'rcmadasa

roclamation dismissing par-
lament at a time on
Wednesday evening considered
auspicious by mnny astrologers
here.

The ncewspaper reports
came as Premadasa rcasseried
his right to call a snap general
clection, saying impeachment
proceedings against him has
lapsed with his August 30-
September 24 suspension of
pariament.

Parliamentary Speaker
Mohammad Hanifa Mohammad
has dlready rejected
Premadasa's assertion that the
impeachment move had lapsed
with the suspension of the
226-member assembly.,

"This (rcasscrtion) is fresh
proof of the President's des-
peration, what is this reluc-
tance to allow this motion to
be discusscd in parlament?”
Lalith Athulathmudali, a key
ruling party dissident, said

lle said Premadasa may
threaten government MPs with
dissolution to prevent their
campaign to charge him on a
wide range of crimes ranging
from corruption to treason.

Political analysts here be-
licve that MPs whose loyalty
may be in doubt will not re-
ceive the ruling Uniled
National Party’'s endorscment
in a future clection.

Yang Shangkun
hospitalised

BEIWING, Scpt 18 : Chincsc
President Yang Shangkun has
been admitted to a hospital
and was unable to attend a
state function today, PPrimc
Minislter Li Peng said, reports
AFT,

Li took Yang's place at a
welcoming ceremony for
Botswanan President Quetl
Masirc and told the visitor that
Yang, 84 was unable to be pre-
sent berause he had been
hospitaliscd.

*Because of catching a cold,
President Yang asked PPrime

Minister Li Peng on his behalf |

to preside over the welcoming
cercmony of the visfting
President of Botswana and host
a banquet in honour of the vis-
iting PMresident,” a Foreign
Ministry spokcesman said.

The spokesman said he did
not know if Yang was in hospi-
tal.

In April, Yang was rushed to
a hospital after coming down
with what officials said was a
cold and was out of public view
for three days. ‘

e missed his olfictal dutics
for more than one month alter
contracting acutc appendicitis
in June 1990.

Discovery
lands safely

EDWARDS AIR FORCE
BASE, California, Sept 18:The
Discovery space  shuttle
landed at Edwards Air Force
Base carly today aflter bad
weather thwarted a scheduled
landing at the Kennedy Space
Center in Florida, reports AFT.

“The  Discovery touched
down at 12:38 am (0738
GMT), the Nifth shuttle landing
in darkness at Edwards. The
National Acronautics and
Space Administration (NASA)
had planned o land the
spacccralt at Ken in the
first nighttime landing of a
shuttle therc.

The crafl's crew of five as-
tronauts ended a five-day mis-
sion whose main objective was
placing the upper atmosphere
rescarch satcllite in orbit to
study the carth's shrinking
ozone layer over the next 18
months.

might sign a -

PHILADELPHIA : A
herlyﬂrlllndnthﬂ'hdhmnd the world in an interna-

tional call for the freedom of hostages everywhere, reports

AP,
Let Freedom Ring, a Hartford, Conn, hund
said it plans a ceremony on Oct. 6 to “ring

while bells

p said Tuesday it will ring the

organization,
" the Liberty Bell

in Jerusalem, Moscow, Hlmrandl.m'ulmciim

in, appealing for the immediate rclease of all hostages, pris-

oners of war and those
“While we stand on |

in action.

nce Mall, our counlicrparts

around the world will echo our sentiments,” said organizer

Arnold Beizer.
turn to his’ family.

"Let's let freedom

ring, and let man re-

Let them return at the sound of the bell.”

in addition, Beizer said, "We're asking everyone to drive

with their car head

lights on during the day. h:cpnllghll'l'lll

night and ring a bell at noon, local time.”
Betzer said the groups II"I“ stage future events to raise

money

and awareness of the continuing hostage drama.

Events will include a concert on May 20 at Philadelphia’s

Academy of Music.

“Right now, the monumental chan

ges and the move o

democracy and frecdom taking place in Europe and the
Sovict Union underscore the basic desire and need that peo-
ple have for freedom.” Beizer said. *We want w remind cv-

ceryone in the United States and the world that America is the

shining example of freedom.”

Backed by the Liberty Bell and 24 empty chairs reserved
lor American hostages, MIAs and POWSs, [eizer gave out four
checks of dirs 5,000 each to organization supporting cflorts

to bring home the missing.
Love, the National Forget

Checks were given to No Greater
-Mc-Not Association, the American

Declense Institute and the Journalsts Committer to Free
Terry Andcrson, the kidnapped Middle East chief correspon-

dent for The Assoctated Press.

Tabloids cleaning up their act
LONDON: Dritain's tabloid newspapers, renowned for their

steamy storics ol sex and scandal, have begun to clean up
their acl, the head of a press watchdog on Tuesday, reports

Reuler.

The Press Complaints Commission (PCC) was formed in
January this ycar by the media tndustry in an atiempt to raise
journalistic standards through sell regulation.

"l think there is a new attitude

editors,” said Lord

McGregor of Durris, the PCC Chairman, prescnting the

group's intcrim report,

A government

arc taking stcps to obscrve the
code [of journalistic conduct).”
last year gave the press 18 months to

put its house in order, warning that a statutory code would be

imposed il it did not.

Patsy Chapman, Editor of Britain's most popular tabloid
Sunday papcr, The News of The World, said the new

waltc

r and other

system had aflected editorial dccisions.
"I do know that my papc

papcrs have not

proceeded with stories. They might have tackled a ycar ago,”

Chapman

said. "Storics of intrusion, cclebrities. There is a

just a differcnt attitude altogether.”
The interim rcport said that during its first six months the
PCC received 714 complains about press bchaviour and

stories, ol which 235 were currently
Eighteen complaints were

commission’s full panel.

before the commission.

adjudicated on the

by

For not digging deep enough

A Dutch grave-digger has been suspended for not digging

deep enough, reports Reuter.

A bercaved [amily complained last weck that a relative's
remains had been buried only 10 cm (four inches] below
ground levcl. The legal minimum depth is 65 cm (26 inches),

_police in Mocrgestel in the southern Netherlands said on

Tuesday.
The

gravc-digger said he could not bury the coffin any
decper because Lhere was anolher casket below it

The

church which suspended him declined comment “for rcasons

of piety.”

US, Kuwait to sign
defence pact today

WASIIINGTON, Scpt 18 :
Kuwait and Lhe Uniled States
will sign on Thursday a 10-year
defence agreement aimed al
ensuring sccurity and stability
in the Gull' Delence
Departmcent spokesman Pel
Willilams said Tucsday, reports
AFP.

The accord to be signed by
Kuwait Defence Minister Al al-
Sabah Al-Salim and US
Defence Secretar Dick
Chency had already been ini-
tialled carlier this month.

The agrcement envisions
setting up American military
malterials in Kuwait. Holding

regular joipt training excrcisc,

and the use of port facilities by
the US Navy.

Willlams declined to give
more details about the accord.

Mcanwhile, The Kuwaiti
Nattonal Council, the mm
interim legislature, on
backed a proposed US Huwlﬂ
defense accord but stressed
the Emiraic's sovereignty and
ties to the Arab World.

The council approved the
defense arrangement at a
closed door meeting during
which dctails of the plan were

prescnted by Prime Minister
Shcecikh Saad Al-Abdallah and
F Minister Sheikh Salem
Sab al-Salem, the Kuwaili
news reported.

The accord calls for
Washi n to sccure the de-
fcnse of Kuwait for 10 years,
| allows US forces to pre-

position cquipment in the
Emirale, offers port flacilitics
to the US Navy and calls for
joint US Kuwalili mancuvcers.,

While backing the accord
"to salcguard the Kuwaiti pco-
plc,” the Council in a commu-

uc argued that government
policy must reflect the
"independence, freedom and
total sovercignly of Kuwait,
which is an intcgral part of the
Arab World and will remain
faithful to all brotherly and
friendly countrics that sup-
ported it during the War of
Liberation.”

Shortly aller a US-led coali-
tion drove lragi forces oul of
Kuwait last Fcbruary, the
Emirate joined Syria, Egypl!
and five other regional slales
to drafl plans for an Arab sccu
rity foree for the Gull

Kuwail's overtures to oul-
sidec powcrs such as
Washington irked several arca
stalcs-notably Egypt — who
insist that Arab nations must
carry the defense burden

Sheikh Saad according o
Kuna, said contacts were un-
der way with Britain on
Kuwait's defensive nceds,
while France too had shown an
intcrest

The 75-man Nailional
Council that approved the US
Kuwail defense accord is an in-
terim that will be re-
placed by a parliament in kg
islative elections -nlmluh-d for

mlpnr

I shall return to my native land.: Solzhemtsyn

NEW YORK, Scpt 18: The
Soviet Union on Tuesday
dropped t(rcason charges
against fts most [amous living

Alexander

e

time (o wrile,

The statement said the de-
cision of the Proeurator
General of the U S now re-
moves Lhe legal obstacle im-

ing my return 1o my

meland. Therclore i1t be-
comes a realily. | shall return
to native land but before |
do, writing | began earlier
must be completied here.

The Soviet Union's Chiel
Legal OIllicer, Procurator
Gencral Niolia Trubin, said on
Tuesday there was no prof 1o
substantiate a charge against

S o e o

The case has been
in the absence of any actions
(substantiating) the commis-
sion of a crime Tass satd.

The move cleared the way

for a return to the Sovict

Union by the writer who has
made his home in Cavendish,
Vermontt aller being forcibly
deported in 1974 for publish-
ing in the West a multi-volume
expose of the Sovict Prison

System, Gulag Archipclago.

Solzhenitsyn s wriling a
major novel on Sovict life thal

Solzhenitsyn awarded the
Nobel Literature Prize in 1970,
was deporied and stripped of
his Soviet citizenship under
hardline Communists leader
Leonid Drezhney afller his
writings atlacked Sialinisi
tyranny is few have this cuen-
tury.
Much of his work focused
on the Soviet Prison Camp
Sysicm the Gulag and drew on
his own experiences as a polit-
ical prisoner afler being ar-
rested in 1946 for criticising
Stalin's wartime leadership.

in exile he remained a
fieree erftic of the Seviet
Communist System and vowed
ncver o retum until bolh
Communiam and the KOD had

President Mikhail
GorbacheVv issued a decrer last
December ollering to reslore
Solzhenitsyn's Sovicet citizen-

Ir'1 an interview broadcast
last weck on NBC hbmm;
Solzhenitsyn said: “1 was
sure that | would one day re-
turn. Defore these events, un-

der the KGB and the
Communist Party | did not
have the o return.”

e also in the in-

terview that he could nol go
back while the tireason



