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Campus and Ee 1'Fohce

Three tLhings luppund on me . First,
Dhaka U re-opened alt dlyt of
unschedu cluurt but without
that peace and secu would be
the campus. This led student community nnd
othen to approach the event with as much hopc

rehem Sec ., the Prime Minister,
Zia, met members of the Dhaka
Unlv:nll Academic Almosphere Council

(DUAAC) including leaders of all major student
organisations. The Prime Minister's assurance
that the government was determined to solve all
problems related to the university including the
siill-deterioratling law and order situation, gave us
some ground Lo be oplimistic.

The third event, unfortunately, was ol a wholly

alive character. According (o reports pub-
ﬁd in this and other papers, some 50 students
and teachers were injured during a police raid on
chme?.thn:y‘m Hmm[nl nigh(. The ulgc
were Oor suspects in the Dr
Milon murder case; students said the police went
from room (o room and indiscriminalely baton-
ed inmates. The Provost of Lthe hall, Dr
Chandra Mandal, lermed lhr ice action
"brutal and unspeakable”. He all indiscrimi-
nale use of force by , and sa heandmtn
fellow Leachers { at the hall would resign
in protest.

With the Provost's statement, it is now clear
that the incident was serious indeed. Under pro-
visions of the untversitly's autl A cannol
enler a hall ol residence withou e Provost's

rmission. Bul here we have a situation where
he Provost himsell was manhandled by police,
who forced their way into the hall in the [ace of
protests from hall authorities as well as elected
oflice-bearers of the hall students union.

The Incident naturally raises question about
what kind ol llaison exisis between the university
authorities and police depl on the campus to
preserve law and order. Since the Provost of
Jagannath Hall did not give permission for the
po to enter the hall, we have little choice but
to tlerm the incident a clear violation of the uni-

versitly's aut . In addition, the police's fail-
ure (o caplure ed terrorists can lead
us Lo conclude that either they acted on [aulty in-
telligence, or that their action was poorly
planned, cau serious injury and indignity to
students and teachers, but no harm to the in-

tended targels.

The day's incidents raise a whole set of new
questions, al a time when we are still st ling
lo find satisfaclory answers (o old riddles. It is
not al all clear who instructed the police o

ignore their obligation ol seekin university
permission before going ahead with the rai
more seriously, it is puull that the pnllcn:

which is under the direct control of the home
ministry, should undertake such a venture on the
very day the universily re-opened. We needed a
[ew days of peace and dialogue among the various
parties (o stabilise the situation. but instead we
are lefl holding another live bomb in our

hands. The logic gehlnd taking such an actlon al
such a delicale moment in lime escapes us

compleiely. Coming as it did within hours of the
Prime Minister's meeting with the DUAAC, the
question also arises as to whether the police
action had the necessary political autﬁgrily

H-'le cl}iure episode, therefore, deserves a thor-
ough investigation, for the sake ol peace on the
campus as well as public trust in the police, not
to mention the credlbillt of the government's

repeatedly stated Int::ntlnn to bring back a con-
genial atmosphere to the campus.

The incident should also serve as a warning o
both the police and the university authorities to
maintain a close and mutually-trusted working
relationship. At the same (ime, students ag-
grieved at the incident should show the kind of

tience and maturity we expect of them, and al-

the authorities time. The universily has al-
ready announced new dates for BA Hons and
Maslers examinations, and it is absolutely vital
that the correct atmosphere is maintained to al-
low Lhe mm:lngﬂahead That, in the final anal-

ysis, is what tax-p money is s for — ed-
ucation. e E% S S

Roaming Elephants and
Good Old Days
A report from Chillag ungw peared in the Daily
Star under the headline ild elephantis creale

ﬁnk in rubber gardens.” A leader o[' the Rubber
ntation Owners’ Assoclation has been quoted

as saying (hal a large number of wild elephants
are roaming Lhe planlation areas of Fashiakhali in
Lama upazila of Bandarban district. They are de-

stroying Ihr ‘gardens and have also killed a planta-
tion worker.

The stlory rather than terrifying us sows so
ma{lhy seeds of wild hopes in our hearts. Could it
al the lost forests are back in the Hill Tracts
and elsewhere inviting in all the elephants that.
had aled Lo foreign land back to their ances-
tral pasture ? Elephants have thr t the his-
Layofthlsland as indeed all over , stood for
p rity. The very mental picture of bands of
ants ra::»a:.trrun&1 tha forests speaks of an ambi-
tm:e in itself — man and wildlife lv-
rl't::t and a fecund fetching. For the ele-
Phanl is the most intelligent, gregarious, man-
riendly and fair of all land . Il in intelli-
gence it comes next Lo man, in the other re-
P man, a.-;l al wlﬁ:lpe l'allgebr.hlnd the pachy-
rms as a whole miles. This good
neighbour of man in the olden golden \\gna a
close acquaintance of Bengalees so much so that
Bengalees became the besl veterinarians special-
ising in the treatment of elephants. alee doc-
tors were supposed to be attending all the war
elephants in the many battles fought over 25 cen-
turies in the subcontinent. One would not be sur-
prised to hear that some of these crossed the

Alps into Italy with the elephants of Hannibal.

Elephants go en ¢ only when they have
wronged badly. then amm: uﬂh

from time {o time turn into a . The herd,
of course, takes care of culprits such abnormal

We, huwwer sympathise with the rubber
many W:Itd memories in rnrmlélcllpl}x:g . of

w this sweetest
animals was a jolly good partner.
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across the lniiln
subcontinent. Both Pakistan

has just abolished foreign ex-

change controls In order to
step up trade with Europe, the
USA and the Middiec East.
Meanwhile, India has taken big
steps to liberalise trade,
slashing red-tape in the hope
of lu foreign investors.

Sadly, however,
Pakistan trade may be largely
unalfected by the new wind  of
change.

As a Pakistan watcher says,
It's a matter of regret bul
indo-Pakistan (rade s no
prospecis ol reaching higher
levels as L s lmited 0 com-

assu
having vested interest, who
were any connected with
the policy of de-nationalisa-
tion, cleverly put some impos-
sible conditions at the time of

| de-nationalisation as a result of

which, the de-nationalised in-
dustrics have not been able to
producc any desirable result.
Not only Lhis, it has crealed in
the people's mind a wrong
concception that d@e-nationali-
sation is rather harmful. lierc |
shall try to discuss somc
points about the industrial pol-
icy of the government and
point out the reason as to why
de-nationalised textile mills,
which are the most prominent
among other industries, fail 10
produce any impact on the na-
tional

cconomy.
There were in fact, no mills
and [aclories in East
before 1947. Aflter the cre-
ation of Pakislan, 68 Jule
Mills, 53 Textile Mills, and
many olher indusirial units
were eslablished in the then
East Pakistan (now
Bangladesh), sponsored by&ﬂ
vate enterprises and that
lasting effect on the national
economy. In the primary stagc,
for want of capital, expericnee

Fourteen will Climb the Eiger for the World

AMES Kagambi madc
history two years ago
when he became the
first African to scale the
highest North American
Mount Denali (20,320 f{t) in
Alaska. Now the 31-year-old
instructor at the National
Outdoor Leadership Schoel in
Kenya s to climb the Eiger in
the Swiss Alps.

He will become the first
black Alrican to participate in
the Climb for the World adven-
ture in support of the United
Nations.

Twelve climbers r:pm:-nt-
ing all the five contincnts will
converge on the Eiger on
Scphmi:r 21. Two from each
continent have been chosen.
Africa will be represented by

Kagambi and Ed February, an

|1 archaeologist from Suulh

Alrica. All continents except
Africa will be represented by a
man and a women.

A blind climbér will also at-

Iu: t the ascent of the West
on

carTy
for World Peace," which they
will receive from
Secretary-General Javier Perez
de Cuellar '

The Clinib for the World

exercise is one of a series ol'_

aid activities |
of the 1

many

address.

Sub-standard
boulders in road
oconstruction

Sir, Currently a few foreign
contraclors are constructing

letﬁlm

mhhﬂ:“ﬂﬂ-ﬁuﬂ

the Asian Development Bank.
The conlracts are being ex-

ecuted under fairly stringent
conditions and arc being su-

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

Asian Assoctalion for Regional
Cooperalion) l.hnuH ke
wr efforts stimulate
and tu:hrﬁ:l assistance
But again, because of
SAARC is not even a
talking-shop. It has re-
mained a polite club of Prime
Minister and Presidents wheo
have, litle o talk about, Lrying
toe avoid problems which
might hurt lcelings.

According to one diplo-
matic analyst, "SAARC, unlike
ASEAN(Associalion of
Soulhcasi Asian Nations), has
not taken us anywhere. We
have been emphasising cco-
nomic relations between the
members of SAARC —

India,

Pakistan, Sri Lanka,
Bhutan, and Lhe
Maldives. But what has rcally
that therc arc
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nance ol Inll'l-l and others ap-
prechend the chronic diffcr-

ences between New Delhi and
Islamabad on many crucial is-

lagging behind, but in
decade of 60s they M
good performance.

After the creation of
Bangladesh is 1972, the then
governmenl nationalised all
the privalely sponsered collon
mills, sugar mills, jute mills,
banks and insurance compa-
nies in the name of soclalistic
cconomy. Experienced
Pakistani mill owners, visualis-
ing the possible effcct, did
wind up their business bul the
Bangladesh mill owners did
not do such a thing. On the
other hand they thought, that
within the . indcpendent
Bangladesh their scopc of
busincss would be enlarged.
But their expeclation did not
malcrialise. The Bangladcshi
busincssmen were mostly al-
fected by the nationalisation of
mills. The rcal businessmcn
were thrown on Lhe street at a
time when their realistic ap-
proach was most needed for
the cconomic reconsiruction
of the newly born nation. As a
result the back bone of the
country's cconomy was broken.
In order to infuse life into Lthe
invalid economy, however, the
Government decided 1o re-
turn the industrial units to the
rcal Bangladcshi owners. This
policy, in short, is known as
de-nationalisation policy.

De-nationalisation is doubit-
lessly a very strong blow to the
touls and sclfish persons con-
nected with milll and facto-

The main restraint on trade between India
and Pakistan (which couild otherwise be ex-
pected to boom) continues to lie in political

pressures and fears

sucs.

in short, it is likely o take
a long time before the (wo
leading members of SAARC,
India and Pakistan, are able to
cmulate the ol ASEAN
and Uit wrade barriers.

Trade stalistics have thoir
own slory to icll. Indo-Pakistan
trade was Rs. 1,578
million (USS$ 61 million) in
1990-91. This was a very
parl of New Delhi's trade M:In
the world which amounted o
Rs. 730.000 million (USS

Business India of Bombay,
three powerful lobbics iIn
Pakistan stoully oppose any
lberaltsation of Indo- Pakistan
cal industrialists and burcau-
crals.

Says Ms Rohini Bhushan,
secrelary of the Indo-Pak
DBusiness Commitiee of Lhe

Punjab, Haryana, Delhi
Chamber of Commerce:

"India’'s ex would have
been much il Pakistan's
privaie sector was allowed (o
import freely from India. In
April 1988, the list of com-
moditics had only 42 items.
This was incrcased (o some
517 ftems in July 1989. Suill,
there is ho tremendous cox-

pansion.”

India, m of the wrldl;
r producers, on
sec 5,000 tons of tea o
Pakistan, which imporis
90,000 tons in all annually.
Pakistanis admit that Indian
tea is cheaper and of belter

byMuhmldAwumddh

ries. Although they could net
say anylthing against the order
of de-nalionalisation as il was
the decision of Martial Law au-
thority yet they created such
difficultics and complexities
through administrative barri-
ers that the purposc for which
it was introduced came Lo a big
faflurc. It can be staled as an
examplc that when suddenly
the mills and the [aclorics
were nalionalised, the Govt.
did not acceptl the liabilitics,

but kucpln? the faclorics In
its control lor long ten ycars,

when the rn.ﬂll m:n: again re-
turncd Lo the Bangladeshi
owners Lhe Govi. demanded
that the Mability created during
the nationalised period should
be borne by Lhe owner and an
undertaking to this effect
would have to be given.
Although this is illogical and
unfair, yet the owners agreed
to it only to get back their own
propertics. In the state of na-

tionalisation, the indusiries
had acquired liability of such a

huge amount that it was im-
possible lo repay even Lhe In-
terest, whal o speak of the

c-pil.ll As an cxamplc | am
in l.hc fdhﬂ! list

Ha-
bll:lly of some r.nllh immed1-

before nationalisation and

time of de-nationalisa-
tion.

The rcason of this liabilities
arc as follows: -

a Employment ol uncxperi-
cenced and unskilled per-

SONs.

b. The boundiess ncpolism
and corruption of the offi-
cers in the nalionalised
industries.

¢. The interference of the
party in power in Lhe ad-
ministration ef thc mills
and [actorics.

d. Ower employment for polit-
ical reason.

e. Unusual pay risc without
any refcrence to produc-
tion.

[ Purchase of machinery
and spare paris tacking

sl Liability at the thne Lisbility a( the time
No. Name of Mills:= of Nationalisa Lien of De-nattonalisation.
L Asiatic Colion Mills — 5,800,000/ =
2 Goalando Textile Mills 40,00,000/= 3,98,00,000/=
- § Goushia Celton Mills 12.30,000 /= 10,75,15,000/ =
4 H. Rahman Textile Mills — 13,74.00,000/=
5 Kushtia Textile Mills 89.47,.000/ = 13,97.56, 107 /=
a Kashem Textile Mills 55.00,000 /= 3,10,00,000/=
7 Raj Textile Mills 40.85,000/= 4.77.35 unuf.

Hezekiah Wepukhulu writes from Nain::h

Climbers from all the continents are about
to meet atop the Eiger mountain in
Switzerland as part of a worldwide UN
fund-raising exercise known as Climb for
the World. One of the 14 will be a Kenyan
who has already made history as the first
African to climb the highest peak in North

, America.

m

countries of the United
Nations between September
14 and 23. People are asked to
make designated climbs and
the money raised will go to
such projects as recultivating
Mozambique, providing clcan

water in Cambodia and soil
conscrvalion in the Bolivian

Andes.

The Eiger climbers will
reach thc summit from routes
covering the main compass
points, including the notorious
North Face. _

The summit meeting on the
Eiger on Scplembér 23 is
arranged lo coincide wilth the
UN International Day of Peace
and Swilzerland's ?ﬂﬂth
anniversary.

Climb for the Wnrld was
initlaled by Edwin Drummond,
its international climb dirce-

pervised by compelent consul-
tants appointed by the Roads

& Department.
| guidelines have

been laid mﬂdmg the quality
the- specifications of boul-

mnuytnecﬂimwmd 'cut

corncrs’ whcncﬂ:r an oppor- .

tunity existsl
A forvign contractor in the

tor, and Michael Hollingworth,
the British national climb di-
rector. The idea they mooled,
which now crystalises around
the term "World Aid,” has al-
rcady galhered momentum
and its supporters envisage it
as an annual event, with the
centrepiece  climb  rotating
between the continents.

The global patron is
Canadian Maurice Strong,
president of the World
Fedceration ol UN Associations,
who is also general secrelary ol
thec massive UN 'international
environmental conference tak-
ing place next year in Brazil,

Kagambi is cxcited about
making it to the Eiger summil.
He says with a broad smile: "l
fecl like being on top of the
world alrcady.” Kagambi's base,
the Nalional Outdoor Leader-

northern region is alleged o
be using boulders thal do not
comply with the specifications
needed for the . The
boulders are said to be from a
quarry called Bisnakhandi in
Sunamgunj distriet, prices of
which are well below those
of standard boulders.
The crushed boulders from:
Bisnakhandi (30 mm down-
graded) are being sold in
Nawapara currently at Tk
24.00 per cfl. The contractors
must be buying these delivered
to their sites al Tk 26.00 per
cll. The equivalcnt product
from Bholaganj (which is the
only that meets the

tions) will, however,
not cost less than Tk 27.00 or

- 80 al Nawapara.
It is earncstly requested

that the relevant authoritics

quality thap the leaves sup-
pitcd by China, Kenya and
Argentina.

Dusiness India lists pt:l-ﬂ)k
arcas of ceoperation bctween
the two countrics. It one
arca is cotton. Indian produc-
tion of cofton tends to fluciu-
aic from year to year and it has
been suggested that india
could impert eotlon ([rom
Pakistan in bad years and ex-

porl it in good ones.

iron and steel form another
possible area. India has onc of
Lhe reserves of tron ore
in the world and yet it supplics
only 10 percent of Pakistan's

imports. India could cxport
iron ore and mectallur-
gical coking from Pakistan

ogy lransfer. Indeed India
could assist Pakistan acress a
wide from small- scale
to large-scale industries.
are bm-

personal gain without
ing importance (o u

ness.

the burden of
devaluation on Lhe mill
owners (devaluing ewr-
rency for 66 times).

Some mills and [actories

r

present condition. This  has
put the country in a bad shape.
| would mgﬂ the following
so Lhat the de-nalionalised in-
dustries ean play their de-
sired role in the economy of

the country.

a Arrangement should be
‘made lo prepare scparate
block L of the
liabflity of (He¢ 'de-natfon-

alised indusirics created .

during thc nationalisation
pceriod and the rcpayment
of the lability money
should be slopped for 15
ycars nm:l no interest
should be charged

TOP AFRICAN

James Kagambi on the peak of Mt Denali

ship School, is in Naru Moru,
on the slopes of Mount Kenya.
Among his sludents al the

momoent at Naru Moru arc 65
Ameorican climbers,

lie was born in 1960, the

take note of this allegation and The Icachers can play an Im.

take immediatle measurcs to

- reelily the matter, if it is so.

A Consclous Citizen

portant rolc o redressing this
situation by influencing and
motivating the students toward

the correct path. They can el-
fectively cunlrihul: in remov-

ing political racism which is
prevailing nrnnng dilferent
students’ political fron

M. Zahidul I lagque
Assistant Professor,
Bangladesh Agricultural Instit-

ute, Dhaka-1207.
Civic amenities in
Pallabi

Sir, | want to draw the at-
tention of the authorities to

the manifold due to
unconsiructed roads, inade-
quate drai and in-
suflicient by the resi-

d:nllﬂ{ﬂnldﬁu 6 Block A

- currently

‘reguests to

" mum chance of [al
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ps on South Asian Trade

Prakash Chandra writes from New Delhi

scnts a picture.
Because of its sheer sizse and
lec progress New

thercon.
¢ Because of incxperiencod

!
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last of a [amily of nine, in Nyerd
disirict, cnlnll Province. IE
was a schooltcacher until

caught the climbing bug in
1978, leading a p of scouls
lo Mount Elgon in Western
Kenya. He was then the
u:hmi chiel scout and sports

T in 1983 he begant teclingsel

climbing on rocks. Since that

lime he has climbed Mount

Kenya more than 100 times
and Mount Kilimanjaro three
times, apart from rock climb-
ing alL Lthe Hill's Gale at
Naivasha and the Split Rock
and Wind River Hounllhﬂ in
the Uniled States,

In the US he took an
advanced mountainecring in-
siructor course in wilderness
first aid at the National-
Ouldoor Leadership School,
which has branches in South
America, Mexico as well as

"l like adventures
and enjoy walks on rocks and
mountain More Africans
should be encouraged o take
up mountaineering not only as
a hobby, but as a way of kecp-
ing themselves physically AL"
. — GEMINI NEWS
HEZEKIAH WEPUKHULU s
one of the most experienced
African sports writers. lle is
editor eof the
magazine “Africa Sport.”

lle says:

=

F/G Pallabl. Despfte repeated
Municipal

Corporation we didn't get any
positive respond whatsoever,
as

yet.

The citizens of Pallabl cast-
ern side face lots of trouble
whenever they get out of their
houses. Some local people
complained that all the man-
holes there were without
cover. While whey walk on,
consequently there is maxi-
into the
ditch. It is assumed I man-
holc covers are stolen due to
insullicient lighting system. In
monsoon rain water si
doubles the hazard on a
around the street.

As a citizen of the I
on behall of the th}lm
that immediate step be
before the situation gets worse:

Anonymous



