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Upazila

DINAJPUR

Dinajpur plagued
with problems
From Our Correspondent

Sept 17 ; Mushroom h
of welding shops bes the
main roads is immensc
inconvenience to the residents
of the town. A
welding shops sprung up
on the roadsides despite ﬁ-
ernment - prohibition. ¢
mini-enginecering workshops
having no valid liccneces are
run round the clock, local
people alleged.

Influx of beggars in the
town has shattcred of
the people. A large number of
poverly-siriken pcople s
rushing to the towns and
crecling slums in the open
squarcs causing threat to the

public health.
The kuicha latrines are be-
ing used on a scale pos-

ing health haxards lo the resi-
dents. Most of the house own-
ers in denscly populated arcas
have construc kutcha la-
trines beside Lheir dwellin
houses crcaling health an
sanitation problem.

Besides, Lhere are innumer-
able kuicha latrines erccled
beside dillerent roads in
pourashava arca, much to the
annoyance of the pedestrians
which always emit bad odour
polluting thc environment
espccially during rainy scason.

JAMALPUR

Freedom Party

meet held
From Our
scpt 17 ¢ A meeting of the
execulive commillee of Lhe
district unil ol Freedom DParty
was held atl its office at
Bushpara in the tlown recently.
Maulana Abul Fazal presided
over the mecting while it was
addressed, among others, by
' Nurul llaq Jaggl, Abul Matin,
Azizur Rahman, Jamaluddin
and Reza Khandokar.

Spcakers al the mecting
ex L concern over
the detcriorating law and
order situation in the district.

They asked the authorities to

start rescuc and relicl opcra-
tions immedialely in the flood
affected arcas.

BARISAL

BDS relief for

cyclone victims
From Our Correspondent

Scpl 17 Barisal
Development Society (BDS), a
non- ment or sation
has started distributing CI
shects and other housc build-
ing materials worth about
Taka 17 lakh the flood
and cyclone hit peoplcs of
Gournadi, Agailjhara and

Banaripara upazilas of the dis-
trict

" Liberation War

memorial

A meeting of the elfic and
the leaders of the different or-
ganisations held at the Darisal
Pourashava‘audftortum recently
decided to bufld a sculpture
‘Joddhya® in memory of
Liberation War of 71 in Darisal
Lown.

Presided over by Mr. Ahsan
Habib Kamal Administrator,
Darisal Pourashava the mecting
was addresscd, others,
by Messrs, llafliz Ahmed,
liemayetuddin Ahmed, Sycd

Ziauddin Ahmed. Enayct
Hossain Chowdhury,
Mohiuddin Ahmed Manik,
Khalifa Saidur Rahman, Sycd
Jahangir, Abdul Gafur and Saha
Alarm

SIRAJGANJ
Buses go off
roads
From Our Correspondent

Sept 17: Bus service on
- Bellkuchi route re-

number of

roundup

PATUAKHALI

Electrification
scheme 1n

progress

Sept 17 : : Work on rural
clectrification scheme at a cost
of Tk 4] crore in six upazilas
of thé district is going on in
full-swing, reports UND.

Financed by the World
Bank, thc scheme incdludces
inslallation of 13,000 kilomec-
tres of new eleciric transmis-
sion line and establishment of
six electric sub-stations in the
firsl phase.

When completed, the
scheme will provide electricity
to 745 villages of 63 unions of
the ter Patuakhali district.

¢ scheme is cxpected to
be complcted by the end of the
current financial ycar.

Alter completion of the
scheme, 20,000 new electric
connections will be installed in
the locality, official sources
sadd.

FENI

2 electrocuted

Scpt 17 : Two people wcre
elcctrocuted and another one
was killed in three seperate
incidents in the distriét over
the last week, reports UNB.

According to police, Abdul
‘Malin (20), of village
Bashikpur in Porshuram
upazila was electrocuted when
he was crossing a sugarcane
ficld recently.

In another i{ncident,
Jahangir (32), of village
Raucpur in Sadar upazila was
clectrocuted when he was re-
pairing electric line of his
house recently.

Mecanwhile,

police recov-
ered the body of Ruhul Amin
(45) of village Sorua in Sadar
upazila [rom Lemua D-B road.
Police suspected Lhat he was
killed due to old ¢nmity.

Three cases were lodged in
this connection.

GAIBANDHA

Jute price
further falls

Sept 17 The price of jutc s
gradually falling in Sadar,
Sadullapur, Sundargonj and
Saghaila upazilas of the district
for want of buycrs, reports
UND.

Low quality jutc is now be-
ing sold in dilfcrent hats of Lthe
district belween.Tk 120 and
130 and tosha variety between
Tk 140 and 150 per maund
which is much below the pro-
duction cost.

The situation has turned
acutc in Dariapur, Laksmipur,
Kamarijani and Badiakhlai hats
of Sadar upaxila, Kalibari hat of
Palashbari, Dhaperhat of
Sadullapur upazila,

of Sundargonj and
Bharatkhali of Saghatta upazila.

Some julc growers said due
to low price, they are com-
pelled to return home from
the market with unsold jute.

All the government pur-
chasing ccentres have not yet
started purchasing jute in the
district.

it has been reporied that
the brokers and ‘[arias’ of the
local market arc propagating
the idea that future of jute in

h was uncertain.
prices ol other cssen-
Ual commoditics, on the other
hand, are rising up causing un-
old suffcring o the con-

NARALL
Money lenders
exploit farmers

17 : Farmers of three

upazflas of Lhe district are be-
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Houses submerged by flood water at a village in Rajshahi.
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Flood situation improves

From Our Correspondent

CHAPAINAWABGANJ, Scpt
17: The over all Nlood situation
of the district has marked a
slight improvement with the
fall of water level in the four
rivers of the district. Bul the
incessant rain has enhanced
the suffcrings of the affected
people.

The concerned ministry has
scnt some rcliel material's to
Chapainawabganj but they are
yel o reach Lhe affected arcas.
About 40 iLhousand day
labourcr are almost starving
due to lack of jobs in the af-
fected arcas.

- Mcanwhilc, the devastating
Padma is dcvouring diflerent
important placcs of Alatuli and
Narayanpur unions under
Sadar upazila and Durlovpur
union under Shibganj upazila.

Aboul 200 dwclling houses
of Raninagar and Chhorasia vil-
lages Including Alatudi Union
Parishad ollice have already
been devourced.

Al ledast 300 erosion-hit
familics of Lhe said villages
have taken shelter in the near-
est village. The Union Parishad

Chairman has ye¢l o take
esscntial measurces to help the
distressed pcople.

Besides, Narayanpur and
Durlovpur unions arc also
threatened by the Padma. On
the other hand Nimgachhi wvil-
lage of Nawabganj pourashava,
Khal Ghal, Ganripara, Shasan
Ghat, Kalayanpur village under
Nawabganj pourashava arca are

also threatened by
Mahananda's crosion.
Rangpur

Our Rangpur Corrcspondent

adds: The over all flood situa-
tion in five districts of greatcr
Rangpur is improving with re-
cession of waler in the past
two days. At least ten lakh ma-
rooned people who took shel-
ter on rail lines embankments
and high lands have now

started returning home but yet
about two lakh flood-hit pcople
are still marooned and passing
miscrable life. They arc sulfler-
ing fromfiwalcrsbornc discascs
for want ol medicines.
Outbreak of cpidemics have
been reported  from diflerent

places which so far lell 25
pcersons dead. On Lhe other
hand flood death toll rosc lo
30. Scarcity ol pure drinking
walcr has deteriorated situa-
Lion.

Walcr purilying tablcts arc
not available.

Kushtia
UNB from Kushtia adds:
Low arcas in the town wcnt
under knee-decp waler amid
incessant rains since Saturday
night although flood situation
slightly improved in the dis-
trict with the Ganges and the

Gorai [alling slowly,
The two rivers were [lowing

34 and 40 ccontimetre above
redmark respectively on

Low arcas of the town, in-
cluding part of Khodabad Khan
Road and Arjun Das Road, arc
now submerged.

Erosion by the Gangcs
(Padma) has threcatlemed the
Kushita-lswardi road mnear
Bheramara Power [ouse.

Relicl materials sanctioned
so far have not yel bueen

rcached Lhe allected arcas of
Kumarkhali and Khoksha.
Miscry of the marooned people
in the arcas multiplied duc Lo
shortage ol drinking walcer,
food and other necessities.,

The Civil Surgeon told UNI3
medicines worth Tk 2 lakh
had becen sanctioned for the
district.

S- 4 L}
Our Sirajganj Corrcs-
pondent says : Flood situation

in the district has improved a
little with [all of water level in
the Jamuna. The river is
flowing only nine centimcter
below redmark. Other small

rivers  including Fulzor,
Karalowa, Bangali, Murasagar
and Gumani arc still Nowing
above danger level inundating
vast arcas ol western part of
flood control embankment.

More than 80,000 flood al-
feeled people of nine upazilas
are slill marooncd.

Pcople of worst hit Kazipur
upazila arc rushing to Upazila
’arishad oflice for reliel mate-
rials.

Rash driving leads
to accidents

From Our Correspondent

KISHHOREGANJ, Scpt 17 .
Bus journcy on the Kishorc
ganj-Karimganj-Chamraghat
road has become hazardous.

Bus conduclors rcalisc cx
cessive [arcs [rom the passcn-
gers which very ofllen leads (o
altcrcation.

It is allcged that bus drivers
do not maintain any timetable.
They unncceessarily delay in
the journcy creating inconve-
nience Lo Lthe office gocrs.

Besides, rash driving, and
overloading of buscs have be
come a regular feature which
result in sc¢rious accidents
somelimes. Very oflen passen-
gers are secn travelling on the
roofs and hanging on the door
sicps laking risk of lifc.

According Lo the sources.:
the drivers arc (llitcrate. Many
ol them hawvce no valid leences
They use fake nanws and ad
dresses. As a resull, the law
enforcing agencics are unable
to find out actual drivers re-
sponsible for accidents.

The condition of buses ply-
ing on Lhe roads is deplorable
and ofien [ace enginc Lroubles
on the way. The number of
passcngers has increased with
rapid incrcase of population
but the authorities arc reluc
tant to inlroduce more buscs
to cope with Lhe situation.

condition of bus termi-
nals is also pitiable. Absence of
waiting sheds at Akrampur bus
stand is causing much incon-
veniences o Lhe travellers who
remain slanding under Lhe
opcn sky even during summer
and SUHSON.

people urged the au-

Fined for
ticketless
rail journey

MAULVI BAZAR, Scpt 17
An amount of Th 11,247 have
been collected as fine from the
rail passcngers of different
railway stations in Sylhct

mu::ﬂ section, oflicial

here today, re
ports UNL.

A mobile court headed by
OC of Srcemangal raflway thana
conductied an operation in Lhe
trains recently and realiscd
the amount as fine [rom pas-
sengers (ravelling without
tickets.

thorities to take fmmediate
sieps o conslruct shoeds on
the bus stands and take neces
sary sicps lo mitigate the sufl
ferings of the passengers.

Musquito menace

Mosquilo menace (n Lhe
pourashava arcas of the district
has assumod an alarming pro-
porton causing suffcrings Lo
the town dwellers and expos
ing them W scrious health har
ards. Pourashava authoritics
have [afled Lo provide adequalc
and clleetive measures Lo
cradicale Lthe menace.

Conventional methods of
spraying mosquito oil has
proved incllective. DBesides,
silted drains and stagnant
pools of waler all over Lhe
poura arca have causcd bulk
breeding ol mosquilos

It may be mentioned that
Kishoreganj Pourashava lacks
proper drainage facilitics

Mcanwhile, emergency
mcasurcs should be takcm for
regular clcaning ol the silied
drains, ditches and dcerelict
ponds owned by cven privale
individuals.

Pry teachers deprivea_

of govt grants

From Qur Correspondent

MAULVI BAZAR. Scpt 17 :
The government grants for
nomn %uvvrnuwnt primary
schools In Maulvi Bazar Sadar

upazila could not be utilised
duc to ncgligence of Sadar
Upazila Education Officer of
Maulvi Bazar district.
According o sources,
Dircector General of Primary
Education allocated an amount
of Taka 72,000 under compul

sory Primary Educalion
Scheme for six non-govern:
ment schools as teachers

benclit for six months [from
January o Junc this ycar. The
allocaled moncy was r;lrwrdtﬂ
to Abdulpur Primary School,
Bhravim Primary School,
Nabinagar [P’rimary School,
Koromullahpur Primary School
and Nimarali Primary School
lor 24 \cachers.

It has been alleged that the
Sadar Upazila Education
OfMicer took no iInftiative to
distribute Lhe grants to the
teachers as a resull, the allo-
cated moncy was shul back
according lo the government

provisions.

NAP meet
Mr Pankaj Bhattacharya,

Teesta-Kurigram section.

. Railway Engineers and workers are engaged in repairing a flood damaged rail-bridge

Sccrelary Genceral ol National
Awami Parly [(NAP-Muzaflar)
said that a political party will
not be democralic if it har-
bours terrorism,

Mr Bhattacharjya was ad-
dressing a special conlerence
of NAPM] lcaders and work-
crs of greater Sylhet district
last weck.

The conlference was held at
Sharada hall auditorium in
Sylhet town. It was presided
over by district NAP(M)
President Mr M A Molin. NAP
lcaders in tLheir speech said
that this is an appropriatc time
for the country's lcll parties to
form a lefl front in the country.
They called for greater unity of
lelt democratic forces to re-
solve the country's crisis.

Among others Lhe confer-
ence was atlended by Dr M A
Malek, central presidium
member, Maulana Ahmcodur
Rahman Azmec and Principal

Emdadur Rahman, central
Secretary, Mr Radhika
Coswami, Mr Abdul Hai

Chowdhury and Maulana Sayed
M A Hannan, member of cen-
tral excculive commitlce,

on
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£ wm| Ghost phone bills
From Our Correspondent

SHERPUR, Sept 17 : Over-
billing and mismanagement
arc plaguing lelecommunica-
tion in Sherpur district.

It is learnt thal some o -
tors at Lthe Sherpur Tele m
Exchange collect ille tolls
from Lelephone subscribers.
They seldom attend trunk calls
of the people.

Some telephone subscribers
are nol charged cxtra bills
cven il they talk for hours to-
gether on inter-district or
overscas calls. People with ur-
gent messages for Lheir kith
and kins residing in far-flung
places have Lo wail for hours
together Lo gel a line, but any
one who bribcs operators gets
connection immediately.

Most of the telephone lines
of the local cxchange remain
dead for days.

Tk 5 cr misappropriated

A casc ol misappropriation
of Taka five crorc is being

suppressed by some gon-
cerned persons, it is allcged.
Government fund of |
five crore has Ma
mhnp;rnprlalnd in collusion
with district accounts office
and upazila eduction officers.
The amount was mis-
appropriated submittin
fake bills in Mby
officials of banks auditors and
teachers [rom 1982-83 to ‘88-

the district pri cducation
officer in 1980,
The Anti-Corruption

Department aller in

has soughl permission [rom
higher authoritics to start a
case in this regard.

It is learnt that official
records ol 1986-87, B85-86,
3"“1 BG'B‘ .M Bﬂ--u arc
now missing as some clements

? active to desiroy all evi-

Staff shortage hampérs
FP activities

JHENIDAH, Sept 17
Family planning activitics in
six upazilas of the district are
being hampered by shortage of
stall and scrvices threalening
fulfillment of annual target in
the area, rcports UNB.

According to official
sources, the post of Upazila
Family Planning (UFP) C;Prfzﬁer
at Harinakundu upazila, one
Mcdical Officer (M.C.H.FP),
three Medical Assistants (M.A),
two Family Planning Assistants
(FPA), 11 Family Planning
Welfare Assistants (FWA) and
16 Family Planning Vacci-
nators (FPV) have been lying
vacant for long.

Morcover, shortage of con-
traceptives particularly oral
pills and injections are ob-
structing the programme, the
sourccs added.

Jute

-

The target for the 1990-9]
financial ycar had been sect for
bringing 2414 persons under
sterilisation, 4796 undcer 1UD
or Copper-T, 53,240 pcrsons
under injection and 503 under
othcr methods.

At lecast 6,778,765 [ilcs
(chackras) of oral pills and
16,62,300 pieces of condoms
were o be distributed.

Only 59.52 per cent of the
larget had been achieved, the
sources claimed,

For the smooth functioning
of the department and boost-
ing the pepulation control
programme including mother
and child care in the arcas, the
vacant posis are necded o be
replenished soon, said the
Dcputy Dircector of Family
Planning in the district.

wers at stake

From Our Correspondent

JAMALPUR, Sept 17 : Jule
pricc has dech in the dis-
trict duc to delay in opening of
purchasing centres both by the
government and private scc-
tors.

The present market price
of jutc 1s much below the pro-
duction cost. -

In utter helplessness the
growers arc sclling their pro-
duce to the local middle men
al nominal prices. On an aver-
agce jule is now being sold at
Taka 120 to- Taka 150 per
maund in the district. Some
jute cultivalors said that pro-
duction cosl of Lhe jule this

ycar has stood at Taka 380 per |

maund and the poor cullivalors
sustain a loss o Taka 230 per
maund.

Lasl ycar beside privale
centres, BJC and BJUMC
opecned 13 purchasing centres
in the district.

Meanwhile, production lar-
get of the item will also [fail
this ycar in all thec seven
upazilas duc Lo manifold prob-
lcms including inadequate
rainfall, cxtensive damage to
scedlings because of untimely
rainfall and floods and scarcily
of good quality seeds and
fertilizer.

The production targel of
jute in the district was fixed at
800,000 balcs this year. The
achicvement is yel o be ascer-
tained the harvesting has not
been completed.

According to an oflicial
rough ecslimate a total of
1,561,211 bales of jute on
43,000 acrvs of land were ex-
pected o be produced in the
district in the current scason.

It is further learnt thal a
large number of farmers wure
unablc to cultivate jutlce for
want ol adcqualc supply of
jute, sceds, bullock shortage
and also nonavailability of fer-
tilizers in time.

Some farmers allcged that
they were unable to procure
sceds cither [rom Bangladesh
Agricultural Devclopment
Corporalion (BADC) godowns
or f[rom markects for abnor-

10 women
violated In

Kurigram
From Our Correspondent

KURIGRAM, Sept I7 . Ten
women were viclated al differ-
district

rape-victims are:
Sonabhan (21), Momtaz
lla of

al Kurigram and
‘:nlde:r 'lh WJ:
ment to the

mally high prices.

3csides, scanty rainlall and
Mloods during the sowing sea-
son has becen a cause of large
scale damage to scedlings
Irrigation facilitics were also to
meagre o bring Lthe targeted

it is apprehended that at
the the prices may register
[urther decline.

It is t:xaclcd that produc:
tion may higher Lhis year
comparcd to that of the previ-
ous ycar despite varfous snags
and bottlenecks and even
therc may be glut for lack of
proper marketing (acilitics,

Notes from
Nandaill

NANDAIL, Sept 17 : A sem-
inar on coniribution of Poet
Nazrul in liberation struggle
was held at Kashimnagar
Upazila lligh School recently.

President, Bangladesh Jour-
nalists Association, Nandail
branch Md. Musharal Hussain
Akhand was present as chief
gucst and it was presided over
by Abdur Rahim, and addres-
sed among others by Alf Akbar,
Firoz Alam, Abdur Rashid and
Maulana Nurul Islam.

10 die of diarrhoea

Ten persons died of diar-
rhoca and hundred others
were attacked by Lthe discase
which has brokcn cut in an
epidemic form at Dhaubaura
upaxila. The worst alfected vil-
lages are Baligawn, Maous-
hirhat, Noyonkahndi, Shibnan-
dokhila, Ranigaon, Pautam,
Dudhnoi and Goatola. It is
learnt that the discasc is also
engulling adjacent villages very
rapidly. The viclims are yet to
rl any treatment from upazila

calth dcpartment M is

E‘lﬂﬂ children died In

Nandail as virus fever has bro-
ken out in an cpidemic form at
Rajgati and Gangoil unton of

the upaztla.

A ten-year-old girl at
Ponkorhati under Gangail
union died within 10 hours
while another one a nine-year
old boy ol village Fartddakanda
of Rajgati union died afler 12
hours of infection. Hundreds of
rph were learnt to be sul-

ring [rom Lhe discase at dil-
ferent villages of Lhe untans.

Money lenders active

Money lending against
grains and land has become
rampant in differvnt villages of
the upazila, reports from re-
molc arcas reveal. Finding no
other alternative r cultiva-
tors are selling ofl their Aman
crops in advance for Taka 128
to 130 a maund to maintain
thetr livelihood and to procure
their agricultural inputs.

The low price of jute has
causced scrious loss to the
farmers as they have o sell
their produce much below the

preduction cost. o
Tuking advaniage of the sit-
uation the lenders are

exploiting the poor larmers.



