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SSC Results : a Double
Jump?
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being rather prompt — which is not quite the

disquieting
onday. One
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re are two very pronounced
1o the malu publtl:hed on
obviously relates Lo the percentlage pass.
ow could it jump to 67.58 from the niggardly
.48 of '90 and gdovﬁﬂ figures for years In a
before that? There was a strong suspicion of
resuits being manipulated — and the most
familiar kind of manipulation is ironically called
' . We are to note that has proven more

correct. The Controller of Examinations has
owned up a 25-mark Ifrncc ma it pos-
sible for many candidates failing even in sub-
jects to gel across.

How many have benefited from this act of
'grace'? An intelligent guess would place the

of this failed a .yel students at
15 to 17 per cent of all that took the
examination. This guess presupposes a genuine
52 per cent rate ol pass which, compa to the
previous year's 32.45, is skyhigh and is suspect
over again. Were the examiners briefed to mark
the script with their crying hearts at their finger
tips considering (hat [rom '92 candidates would
be required to take a completely different kind of
examination and the lefl-overs [rom '91 should be
reduced as much as possible in order to save
them the cruelty of that eventuality? That seems
quite a possibilily. What in that case is left of what
we all understand by the word examination?

There is another aspect to Monday's results.
The Mirzapur Cadet Culltﬁt has captured 10 out
of the first 11 places in the Science Group merit
list, sweeping it down to the sixth
missing out only on the seventh spot. The
Mymensingh Girls’ Cadet College made a round
up of the remaining incommodious spots with six
P starting at a joint [ifth. Both of these insti-
tutions deserve sky-rending congrats for that. But
there are people who cannot take it with equa-
nimity U only because Lhe examinatlion cenires
are siluated at their own campuses. Their
brilliant performance does not also speak well of
the overall state of our secondary level education.

We are grateful to the Board for heeding the
advice of m at least two "combined merit
lists”. It was a dow ht silly th to mix the
two very difllerent sets {rom the mar point ol
view.

It is Ume that the Board started toying with
the open examination idea allowing tens of thou-
sands of boys and girls over the age of 14 who
haven't Fm}c to school or drtap out of them to
appear lor a test at a selected lew centres leading
to the regular final examinations. This will surely
open up a new vista for the multitude which can-
not afford regular formal schooling.

Blow for the US

In a major blow to the prestige of the United
States and to that of Philippines' President
Corazon Aquino, the country's 23-member Senate
voted 12 to 11 against ratifying the new 10-year
military base treaty pcrmltl%tht US military
the continued use of the 15, acres deep-sea
Subic Bay naval base. In a last ditch efTort to save
the treaty President Aquino declared her inten-
tion to hold a referendum on the issue later this
year. It is a twist of fate that the Senate, which is
composed of conservative politicians comin
from the big business and the landlord class
normally expected to back (he most important
link with the US, is now voting against it and
President Aquino, propelled to presidency
through 'people's power', who was expected to
oppose it — and she did in the early days — is
now trying her best to keep the treaty going. The
US military's direct involvement in suppressing
the last coup against her may have had something
to do in this dramatic change of heart.

Why did the Senate vole against the treaty,
risking 30,000 jobs of qualified ' Filipinos and an
income of US$ 203 ml%jnn a year, plus another
several millions through base related activities?
The reason is that the average Filipino considers
the military base to be a colonial legacy and a
of their continued dependence on the %g‘
Military base, like nothing else, shows one's inti-
mate link with another country. But if that coun-
iry happens to be a superpower, then that link
looks more like one of subservience rather than

ing else. The Senators facing re-election in
1 and at least a few of them aspiring to con-
test in the ensuing Presidential election, want to
appear very s;ro &:ln thfh baa;al issue. To this rea-
was a e rather Lry compensation
package that the US has actually lSli'?l't:':r»:m:i. US$ 203
million has been termed by most of the Senators
as 'miserly’, and one of them said it was an 'insult’

~ to the Philippines.

Since the collapse of the Soviet threat and the
warm relations between the US and China, the
need to maintain such a large US military base
naturally becomes weak. The presence a-.;?ranmc
40,000 troops in South Korea, a large presence
in Okinawa, in addition to the considerable US
l:|:ulltﬁu'(!-l presence in Thailand and the base in
Diago Garcia make the case for Subic naval base
Subk:ulBtam ju:}i{’y, WII}' al.i:lu the U? require the

y naval base a in view of the ch
international situation ? g

On the other hand there appears to be consid-

erable support several Asian countries for
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a strong military presence in the region. In a
surprise development the Malaysian Defence
Minister Najib k offered to expand military

cooperation with the US if the Philippines Senate
refuses to ratify the new (realy,

Singapore offered to relocate the base in case th
ﬁdecm lo leave the Philippines. Thailand ans

Whatever is the outcome of the

referendum, it will be fought not so much on the

issue tolftm;l‘:tuy H:I:rn u;l;nh the US, gut more
with rpose in
coming election. GRS grounds B

place and -

VER the past 486 year,
40 milhon have

devcloping nations,
while, are

used to improve life and
health.

Among Lhe bi I arms

in the Third World

are iraq (which has been

spending ncarly onc-third of
its income); South Yemen,
Jordan, North Korca and Oman
fone-Rith); and Nicaragua (one
-sixth). Many developing na-
tions spend more on weapons
than on health and education,
McNamara adds. Indeed, some
nations' arms cosls exceed Lhe
cost of their food and housing.

One of the hcavicst-armed
regions in the world for many
ycars have becn Eastern
Europe where, in the 1980s,
military spending reached a
ninc per cent of tolal oulput.
As we have scen recently, the
Eastcrn European cconomics
are in a stale ol col :

In Asia, Lhe largest armies,
measured in human beings, are
those of China (2.3 million),
India (1.1 million), North

Korea (! milllon) and Vietnam
(900,000). Singapore has
forces numbering 485,000
which, in a pepulation of 2.7
milllon, mcans onc In every 80

Navies have shrunk every-
where since 1950. Asia's
sca-forces arc those of
(260,000 sailors), India
(52.000), South Korca

(60,000), Thailand (50,000)

and Japan (46,400). Firepower
is difficult to measure, but

China has 93 submarines [five
of them nuclear-powered
among over 200 combal vbs-

56 combat
ships. Japan's 84 fighting ships
are op-rated, but — becausc of
the limits imposed by the
country’'s constitution —

not saill outside national
walers.

In its Human Development
Report for 1990, the UN
Development Programme
(UNDP) notes: “The risc
of military spending in the
Third World during the last
three decades (s onc of Lhe
mast alarming, and I|cast
talked aboult, issucs. It contin-
ucd cven in the 1980s despite
faltering cconomic growth in
many developing countries and
despile major cutbacks for
education and health.”

This spending has alse usced
up vast amounts of foreign cx-
change, because most develop-
ing countries do not them-
sclves make aircralt, tanks and

heavy guns. One sophisticaled
h-un:zcr acroplane can cos! Lhe

Despite the average person’s perception of a
diminished need for heavy expenditure on
armaments, there is little or no sign of a
global recession in the making, and trading,
of arms round the world

equivalent of a year's living
cosls for hundreds of thou-

sands of inhabitants.
Thus we have the Lacle
ol a million-dollar rum-

bling past a village, where its
cosl could have provided a
whole new productive sct of
peacelul asscls, which in turn
could have doubled the income
of the inhabitants within of few
years. For scveral heavily-in-
debled nations, military debt
accounis for over one-third of
the total debt.

At the international level,
there is a strong current inftia-
tive to reduce atomic and bio-
logical weapons [(although
some nations, such as France,
India, China, Pakistan and
Isracl, resist up these
facilities). But only minor
allempts are being made Lo cut
back on other arms; large naval
vesscls are being scrapped. bul
only because they are now incf-
fective.

Following the Gull War, will
arms spending decline? The
probability is "no”. That war
showed the nccessity for gov-
emments o buy the very latlest
weaponry il they want o re-

main mi . The war
was used by the ng allied
arms makcrs as a lest for their

France, Spain, Brazfl, China,
Japan, Singaporc and Israel

There are fierce battles
over the markcting of tanks,
aircraft, fast sur ships,
bombs and guns of all calibers.
As il in a supcrmarket, a
plethora of small arms
(especially rapid-fire automatic
machine pistols) is sold and
smuggled all over the world.
Fine engi skills have
been deployed in a line of
famous machinc handguns,
from Lthe Bren and Sien to the
Uzi, Kalashnikov and Armalite.

Belgian, , Czech and
Swedish fine-steel craftsman-
ship s still nl in the
arms trade. "coltage

industry” gun-makers of the

. Pakistan and the

Eastern countries are

very busy And dozens of fea-

lurc films and TV series glorify
the firing of s and

exploding of bombs
There is great pressure po-
litically to increasc

missions the next. Japan is
being urged by many countries
o expand and meodernise its
armed forces, and the US
Congress becomes angry when
Tokyo fafls to buy US military
aircraft.

The richer Middle East and
North Alrican countrics are an
allractive market for arms
makers, and the big industrial
nations vie for customers
there. China has developed a
large small-arms trade through
its stalc-owned “Northern
Industries” corperalion (the
name Beljing uses for its glant
Manchurian wcapons [acto-
ries]. Without their weaponry

pt
thecm Rolls-Royee,

among
Chrysler, Raytheon, MecDo-
nnecll-Douglas, Vickers and
Renault

At the same Ume, govern-
ments have to kecp weapons
out of the hands of the
users. The deflinition of
"wrong,” however, can change
over time, and it is not
unknown for two sides of a dis-

ulc to be using the same
trlrﬂn{mm.cw
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World's Arms Makers are as Busy as Eve

Alan Chalkley writes from Hong Kong

EW YORK: The rev-

clation that Iraq has

sccretly been using a
method cmployed by the West
50 years ago to produce
material for nuclcar weapons
reveals that the institutions
and laws dcveloped to contain
the spread ol nuclear weapons
are defunct.

In fact, the non-prolifera-
tion regime has been (lawed
since its inception because it
has sought to apply technical
remedics — in the form of
saleguards and inspections on
countries’ nuclear activities —
to a problem which is pro-
foundly political in nature.

State embark on the road to
nuclear wecapons capability be-
causc thcy believe that doing
so will enhance their political
status and power, or will re-
dress some grievance which

makes them [eel insecure.

Judging [rom recent ‘decla-
rations, the Bush administra-
tion cvidently [eels that the
only way lo get around the
weakness ol the non-prolifera-
tion regime is to rely on pre-
emptive military attacks.

This summer’'s threats of
renewed bombing raids if
Saddam lussein docs not stop
— in Bush's words, "lying,

tions must bear the writer
address. :

Indemnity Ordinance

Sir, This refers to the letter
caption of Indemnity
Ordinance (Repeal) Bill pub-
lished on Sept 13 in your es-
teemed daily. I endorse the
view exprcssed by the writer
and want to add a few lincs.

The Awami Bill to
repeal Indemnity Ordinance
needs a careful examination by
the jurists and the politicians
to see the motives behind it.

Khondoker Mushtaque
Ahmed madc the Indemnity
Ordnance on 26th September,
1975 l; President of

sh during the od
of Martial Law. chylﬁ-lde-
cree in 1977 inserted para-
graph 3A in the Fourth
Schedule of the Constitution to
validate all his actions during
the period till the end of
Martial Law.

After withdrawal of Martial
Law the Parliament by the
Constitution (fifth
A;ncndmmt] Act 1979 (Act 1
of 1979) inserted paragraph
18 ratifying and confirming ELII
actions. during the period be-
tween 15th August, 1975 and
Oth April, 1979 when ML was

Mr | Ghant
(in his article 'Indemnity
Ordinance and the Messy

History’ (mkly Friday, 6-12
Scpt 91) has correctly pointed
out that the 5th Amendment of
the constitution has saved the
validity of the enactment of the
Indemnity Ordinance and the
actions taken thereunder.

In between the lines of the
Ordinance, it appears that rel-
evant certificates had also been
whom
the President wanted to
Indemnify. This action
L:nml!yj ﬂnhu-ly“nr::ﬁ: i

is and
confirmed under ph 3A
and paragraph 18 u? the 4th
Scheédule of the Constitution.

addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
‘s real name, signature and

The only effective means of curbing the spread of nuclear weapons — and all weapons of
mass destruction — is to remove or resolve the sources of conflict that fuel the desire to pos-
sess this capability, argues Jennifer Scarlott of the New York-based Campaign for Peace

and Democracy.

cheating, and hiding” — vis-a-
vis UN ellorts to establish
control over Baghdad's nuclear
programmes, reveal a lack of
faith in the Non-proliferation
Treaty (NPT) and the
International Atomic Energy
Associalion (IAEA) to rein in
Saddam llussein without offer-
ing any viable altermative.

This disastrous approach in
effect furither weakens the
regime and creates stronger
political incentives for states
to acquire nuclear weapons.

Esoteric as it may scem, the
matter of Iraq's cyclotrons has
profound repercussions for the
spread of nuclear weapens. It
demonstrates that any country
that can bring together elec-
tricity, a metal-working
foundry, and a moderate
amount of scientific know-how
— the cyclotron's manufacture
and use are openly described
in scientific literature — can
producce the material nuclear
weapons arc made of.

It also shows that the as-
sumplion among Western cx-
perts that countries covertly
sccking to make nuclear
weapons would use the ad-
vanced materials and tech-
nologies monitored by the
International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) was wishful
thinking.

In the final analysis, IAEA
cannot ensure that illegal
transfers of sensitive nuclear
malerials or know-how do. not
lake place. Nor can it cnforce
sanctions. Non-proliferation
cxperts calling for stronger
safleguards are barking up the
wrong tree.

Technically, nuclear
weapons are uncontainable,
since there will always be
loopholes through which de-
termined proliferators will
slip.

The Bush administration's
resort to force to Lry to stem
the tide of proliferation is
equally unlikely to be effective.
Military action will nol prevent

e —
————

The Ordinance appears to have
exhausted its [unction. It is
now lifeless. The repeal of the
Ordinance will not make any
difference. The action taken by
issuance of the indemnity cer-
tificales is covered by para-
graphs 3A and 18 of the 4th
Schedule of the Constitution.

In this context Justice

‘Abdur Rahman Chowdhury (in

his article emnity Bill why

the noise " —\Weekly Friday, 6-

12 Sept 91) has said that the
Bill cannot be passed by a sim-

ple majority as an ordinary bill,

since it has been made a part

of the 5th Amendment.

M. Saleem Ullah Advocate,
Motijheel C/A., Dhaka.

The 'Amlas' we need
Sir, The dictonary meaning
of the word is 'Amla’ (as oft
spoken in Bangla) "officer”.
Nothing wrong in it, nor it is
an indesccnt word. Adminis-
tration needs the Amlas. Yet
this very word could not be
taken by the general mass in
good grace. Like others |
mysell too could not maintain a
good or bright impression.

But, a few days back, | hap-
pened to visit the Foreign
Ministry to obtain a forwarding
[rom the honourable Foreign
Minister for a book to be
published on the expatriates.

] had te spend only two
minutes in the reception
room. From there | went to
the Director General. He sent
me to the Director. | stood
hardly for a fraction of a
minute in front his office, an
aged well impressive peon po-
litely collected the purpose of
my awaiting there. He then
took me
doer and introduced me to the

ng, opened the.

-
—————— S
e

o —

Direcior who did not spare a
single minute in explaining to
the peon to take me some-
where else, rater he himsell
got out of his room taking me
along and passed me on to the
PS of the Minister, explaining
my purpose of visit in [lew
words — "he needs a letter,
plcase attend him". The PS
heard me in a few seconds,
sprang up [rom his seat and
took me to another official's
room and cxplained him my
objective.
synopsis of my book and my
visiting card, placed those to
the desk of the Minister, camc
out and informed that the
Minister will go through it. It
may take a day or two.

For the whole exercise it
took me maximum four min-
utes. To tell the truth, 1 did
nol find any sign of displcasure
on the faces of these young
Amlas, nor they felt that they
were discharging favour to me.
They took as il it was their
daily routine matter. Their
matured consciousness of time
saving (for both parties),
smartness, at the same time,
polite and polished attitude
and serving tendency moved
me much. It caused a revolu-
tionary change to my 25/30
years of impression I main-
tained about the Amlas. They
appeared to be a well trained
well organised nicely con-
ccried team at the Foreign
Ministry.

May the whole Amla com-
munity irrespective of rank
and department, be inspired
with this example, so that the
very word ‘Amla’ is taken at
high esteem by the people.

S A Hussain
Baromoghbazar, Dhaka.

Shortage of Govt.
College teachers
Sir, A good number of posts
of teachers at different Gove-
rnment Colleges in the country
have been lying vacant for long.
Effective tcaching as such is
being hamperced causing a lot
of inconveniences to the
taught and also their guardians.
This problem is impeding the

He collected the

Baghdad Trom building cy-
clotrons again once the coast
is clear. And 1t will reinforce
the perception that the use of
force is a legitimate and cffec-
tive way of conlflicts,
indirectly shoring up the
prestige and perceived utility
of nuclear wcapons them-
sclves.

In addition, military action
against Saddam Hussein would
set a reckless precedent. Iraq,
after all, is only one point on
the proliferation curve. There
arc a number of other coun-
tries which pose a prolifera-
tion risk, including India,
Pakistan, and North Korea. Is
the Bush administration pre-
pared to implement a military
solution to proliferation in
these ecountries as well?

The administration's gen-
cral preoccupation with mili-
tary solutions undermines non-
proliferation in another impor-

tant way.
By continuing to send large

——— e e —_— e e — = = = e —_—
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creation of suitable academi
atmosphcre which unless
given due attention is sure to
create discontentment in the
educational institutions of the
country. Although the

r-
nment is: well aware n%orhcfal

imperative but the given sy-

'stem of [illing these positions

through thc competitive Ser-
vice Exams cannol entirely
solve this long-standing prob-
lem, becausc teachers coming
out alter qualifying in the BCS

examinations arc not many to
copc up with the increasing
number of vacancies existing
in various institutions. As such
the existing shortage of teach-
ers still remains, as the core of
the problem.

But delay in solving thesc
problems may create a sensc of
unccriainty among the stu-
dents. It is true that for cflec-
tive education quality of the
teachers is a priority, and for
assessing the quality of the
teachers competitive examina-
tion is a foremost necessity.
Hence it is being conducted by
the Public Service Comm-
ission. But this system of
recruiting the teachers can be
made easicr if special BCS cx-
aminations are conducted by
recruiting teachers from time
to time. teachers in Lhe
non-governmecnt collcges of
the country can also sit for this
special superior scervice exam-
ination (held in consideration
of the increasing number of
vacancies). Many of them are
age barred to try for govern-
ment jobs. If special BCS ex-
ams. are conducted giving op-
portunities to such age barred
leachers fixing the limit at
forty years, it will enable many
of them to gct absorbed in the
vacant positions lying at the
Govt. Colleges.

This on the one hand will
include many experienced
teachers and on the other,
solve the long standing prob-
lem of 'vacant positions’. So
the attention of the concerned
authorities is drawn to the
humble suggestion.

Lecturer in English
Pabna Cadet College.

quantities ol conventional wea-
pons to the Middle East and by
pre-positioning US conve-
ntional hardware in Isracl and
scveral Arab states, the admi-
nistration is ignoring the link
between conventional arms
races and the spread of
nuclcar weapons.

Growing conventional
stockpiles have a tremendous
destabilising cffect in the re-
gion, with the likely oulcome
that more states will 'seck
chemical and nuclear weapons
as the ultimate trump cards.

If the technical remedies of
the IAEA and Geérge Bush's
military remedies are inimical
to containing or reversing the
spread of nuclear weapons,
what is the solution to the

~dilemma so starkly posed by

Iraq?

The lesson of Saddam
Hussein's cyclotrons is that the
international community must
look for ways to address the
political, economic, and social
causcs at the root of conllict.
As long as political conflicts

are allowed 10 fester in the

Middlc East. and clsewhere,
countries will seek more

In the START treaty, the
Bush administration has before
it a very clear of the
lesson Lhat political thaws
must come before disarma-
ment.

The treaty, the first to actu-
ally cut strategic nuclcar
weapons aller decades of Cold
War competition, came on
after the supcrpowers c¢
off their political confronta-
tion.

The same lies to othet
parts of the world, where per-
sistent regional conllicts are
feeding a ceascless appetite for
weaponry.

Without radically new thin-
king on the political u -
nings ol prolifcration,

s — and all “of
miass destruction — retain
their cachet as quick fixes in
an intcrnational far less
stable than Bush's "new world
order” suggests.

Jennifer Scarlott is co-di
rector of the New York-based
Campaign for Peace and
Democracy and a fellow of the
World Policy Institute in New
York.

OPINION

Control Population to Check
Poverty

My heart saddened as |
looked at the photograph on
the front page of The Daily
Star of 11th September, the
day we were having the by-
election in Dhanmondi-
Mohammadpur area. Four
women and twenty children
are looking in despair at their
shelters (we cannotl call too
impoverished struclured even
as slum houscs), submerged by
flood-water from rain. Their
helplessness touched my
heart. The simply naked,
malnourished children made
me depressed with thoughts of
millions more unlortunate,
under privileged children of
our country. It does not matter
anything to them who is going
to be their representative in
the Parliament or which
system of government
accepted. The system of

t does not have any
effect on them — until and
unless they get the benefit
from the system.

We have scen Parllamentary
form of Government,
Presidential form of
Government, and again we are
having a democratic
Parliamentary form of
Governmentl. But the condition
of the vast majority ol our
people remain unchanged. The
unproportionale number of
children in the photograph
gives us an idea about the
failure of our family planning
programme and over inability
to provide housing and
education for the population.
We all know that democracy
cannot be effective as a means
to ment of country
where illiteracy a poverty
reign over simple wisdom.
Messrs Tom, Dick and Harry
would conclude that
Government of Bangladesh (no
matter of what form it is
cannot implement eflectively
any development programme
unless the basic problem of

population boom is solved.
We agree with the
President that the

referendum on form of

government lifts our
democratic nation. But what

about our image as one of the |

poorest nations of the world?
kldtrl of the political partics

ways spcak about democracy,
autocracy,

amendment as if these are the
only problems the nation is
facing. What about trying to

reach pcople their basic
needs? What about identifying
the main ‘enemics’, so that

people start seriously fighting |

with the same? For the past
months our elected MPs,
speaking in Lhe Parliament and
outside the Parliament, are
always b cach other for
any f[ailurc as 1l people had no
role in these matters, as if
obly the previous governments
were responsible for all their
misfortuncs.

| think (as a conscious
citizen), it is high time our
pcople are made Lo
undcrstand the problems and
involved in efforts to change
their lot. No government alone
would be able to improve our
condition by what had becn in
voguc — begging (seeking aid
in other words). The pcople
are lo control the population
boom Lhemselves; they are to
learn the letters lo stand on
their own fect; they are to grab
the opportunity wherever and
whenever apparent with 'sell-
dependence. And
should be there to inspire
them, o lcad them. Bul the
governmcnt should give
utmost priority to the
appropriale planning and
c!'ﬁ:clzc implementations of
programmes on population,
our number one problem, and
see that pcople are obliged If
not legally but morally, to co-

operate with the government.
Tﬁy should clearly realisc the

number
number one and sensibly feel
that if the country cannol
check the rowth of s
population, t nation is
doomed to ruin.
Munira Khan
Green Road, Dhaka.
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