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Truce accord

wrongly
inta'preted

BELGRADE, Sept 16 :
Serbian Foreign Minister
Viadislav Jovanovic rejected an
appeal by ltaly and Germany
for the Yugoslav army to with-
draw immediately from
Croalia, saying they had
wrongly interpreted the cease-
fire agrcement, reports AFP.

mhl“tc Sunday on

J‘Ddt sion, Jovanovic

eenunt signed
here European
Comunlty [EC] sponsorship
on Seplember'l, provided for
federal troops to return to bar-
racks in Croatia, and not to
leave the Republic altogether.
Italy and made the
min-
isters, Gianni de Michels and
Hansdietrich Genscher held
talks Saturday in Venice.

Jovanovic welcomed Dutch

Forvign Minister Hans van den
Broke's statement earlier that
Croatia was responsible for the
escalating violence in
Yougoslavia saying the truth is
beginning o come out as to
who is responsible for cease-
fire violations and provoca-
tions.

Van den Broke whose coun-
try holds the rotating EC pres-
idency criticised Croatian au-
thorities for cutting ofl water,

electricity and telephone

to army barracks in the -
‘“lHous republic and closing an
pi peline that supplies

International

Washington loses its largest m111tary facility abroad

Plnhppmes Senate rejects base treaty

MANILA, Secpt 186 :
Philippine Strutc voled I.udajr
to reject a new military bascs
treaty with Lhe United States.

The 23-member body voted
12-11 on seccond reading in
favour ol a resolution rejecting
the ratification of the treaty
extending the US Jease on
Subic Naval base by 10 years,
reporis AFP.

The third reading will only
be a hmnill

The Ecnntc gallery broke
out in applause when the vote
took place by show of hands.

*‘The treaty is defeated,”
Senate President Jovito
Salonga announced alter cast-
ing his vole, which bmkc an
11-11 te.

Even without Bahnga s lie-
breaker, the treaty would have
been thrown oul because rati-
fication requires at least 16
voles. 4

With the Philippine
Senate’s rejection today of a
new, l0-year military bases
treaty with the United States,
Washington stands to lose iis
largest military [facilitics
abroad. .

The loss of the deep waler
port at the strategically situ-
ated Subic Naval Base deprives
the US 7th Fleet of its main
supply and repair yard as il
projects American er in
the Pacific and Indian -Oceans
from its home base in Japan.

Its sphere of operations in-
cludes policing the vital straits
of Malacca, Lombok and Sunda

[(BEIEFLY

SabahtostartUStour'Ihmﬂdax

Kuwaiti ruler Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmed Al Sabah is due to

the United States from next Thursday, as part

of a tour at

saying thank you to some of the countries that helped free
Kuwait from Iragi occupation, officials said in Kuwait on

Sunday, reports AFP.

ﬂaeyllldthcahcikhmdu:tn

begin his tour with a trip

to Cairo on Wednesday for a 24-hour visit. He would stay in

the United States from Thursday Se
, and was also due to go to Oman and Syria,

ptember 19 to October 1,
they added.

his US visit, Sheikh Jaber will meet with President
' George Bush, the officials said. He will also address the
Gﬂmﬂh&nﬁlymlhnufﬂtUnﬂudHnthtﬂlnﬂm?urk

IBPolmhmm;ﬂtwkedtomfetL

Ninetcen Polish seamen were plucked to safe
walers of the Atlantic on Sunday, after their cargo vesscl

collided with a South
in Madrid, AFP reports.

Korean container shi

northwesicrn Spanish region of Galicia, rescue o

ofl the
said

There were no casualties in the crash, which seriously
damaged the Polish vessel, the Koscierzyn, causing its 19
crew members (o jump into the water.

Fifticen of the scamen were picked up by the crew of the

Korcan ship, the engine
taken later rurnllli':-rlllby
The Polish vessel was re

and the others were

!-pllﬂlhmm.'

to have almost sunk as a

result of the crash. The South Korean ship was not scriously

ﬂt:ﬁmn[lh:cr-hmm{hnnﬂhwlykm

NATO

North Atlantic
Manlrecd Worner
Foreign Minister Taro N

General meets Kaifu today :

Organisation (NATO) Sccrctary
| meet Prime Minister Toshiki Kaifu and

akayama loday (Tucsday) Forcign

Genceral

Ministry officials in Tokyo said, reports AFP.
Worner, who arrived Sunday as the first head of NATO to

make an official to
chiefl Yukithiko and

GCC backs US move for ME
Gulfl Forcign Ministiers on Sunda

convenc a Middle East

will also meet defence agency
Akthito.

confce :
backed US efforts to
rence and expressed a

desire for iran to have a regional security role, AFP reports

from Jeddah.

But at the same time, ministers from the Gulf
Council |GCC) Saudi Arabia, Kuwait,

tion
the United Arab

Emirates, Bahrain, Oman and Qater renewed their support for

the Damascus Declaration.

The declaration drafled in the Syrian capital in the aller-

math of the Gulf war, called for

mmuﬂmmm

form the nucleus of a Gull security

The

which has yet to be implemented triggered

sharp eriticism in lran, as Tehran opposes the presence of
non-Gull forces such as Egypt and Syria — in any regional sc-

curity scheme.

mass destruction the Gull war.
Iraqi authorities on criticised a rt from the

stance on the eve of a visit by

Despite uncompromising
US Secretary of State James Baker, Shamir said lsrael had no

i Zeevi said Israel should refuse to atiend a Middle East
peace conference until israel recetved the loan guarantees.

Hwﬂlmmndlhmndeﬂ:
rag

to ask the United Nations Securily

nation of this
Khodair told the | rews
The iragi ministry wi

near Malaysia and Indonesia,
through which almost 50 pcr
cent of Asia’'s crude oil and 80
per cent of other vital prod-
ucts pass,

The treaty also provides [or
the US 13th Air Force to de-
part by September 1992 from
Clark Air Base, a former fighter
facility which has been down-
graded into a station for the
Air Force's massive (roop

transports. The base was evac-
vated in the June when it was

all but destroyed by a volecanic

eruption.

Subic and Clark were ex-
tensively used to support: US
combat forces in the Korean,

Vietnam and Gulf Wars.

With Subic gone,
Washingtlon would have almost
nothing between Okinawa in
the Pacific and Diego Garcia in
the Indian Ocean with which
to guard the vital sea lanes.

US officials have said some
of the functions of Subic would
have to be assumed by facilities
in the US administered pacific
lerritory of Guam.

But the territory {s consid-
cred by some milftary analysts
as too far away, adding up to
three hours in Might for the P-
3 Orion anti-submarine aircraft
patrolling the wide cxpanses
from their base at naval air

US backs Corazon's
referendum proposal

MANILA, Sept 16 : The US
government today backed
President Corazon Aquino's
proposal for a referendum on
the American military pres-
cnce in the Philippines as the
Senate hcere rejecled a ncw

10-year bases tr::a?r
acktracking from Eaﬂ.lﬂl‘

statement that US troops will
start the withdrawal process if
no treaty was in place by today,
the US embassy in Manﬂa said
the Aquinn proposal put the is-
sue in a "new context” an indi-
cated Washington might wait

Er_ the re_!'frendum

A presidential spokesman,
Horacio Paredes, said the ref-
erendum might be held in
December.

"President Aquino has indi-
cated that she will submit the
issue to the ple be means
of a referendum if the Senate
fails to act positively,” US
Embassy spokesman Stanley
Schrager said.

"We admire her determina-
tion and warmly reciprocate
her support for the friendship
between our two countries,” he
said. "We support the

President in her continuing ef- wolcano last June.

nlnl.lnn at Subic.
For the naval Flotilla, ft
would mean several days of ad-

ditional steaming time, they
said.

In the meantime, Washing- -

lon is said o be quietly
approaching Lhe Phllipplnc:'
southecast Asian neighbors to

provide faf:ililILs to replace
Subic.

The
(15,000-acrc) Subic faeility
houscs three floating dry
docks and can accomplish any
rcpair task that might be re-
quircd by a naval vessel.

Asidc from the anti-subma-
rine air facilily, Subic also op-

forts to put in place the new
treaty,”

Asked if this meant that
Washington had departed from-
its earlier vow to start with-
drawal procedures if no treat
was in place by the deadline,
he told AFP that it was
"because the President has
indicated that she will seek a
referendum.”

"This puts the issue into a
new context,” he said.

Twelve of the Philippines’
23 Senators voted against the
treaty today.

The treaty provides for a
10-year extension of the US
lease on Subic naval base and a
full American withdrawal in a
year's time from Clark Air
Base, which was devastated by
the eruption of Mount Pinatubo

ZAGREB : Croatian soldiers attack a federal army barrack Monday in Zagreb suburb. An
offensive by federal forces pressed ahead with support of Serbian separatists.

Nawaz Sharif's oH;e

— UNB/ AFP photo

branch to opposition

ISLAMABAD, Sept 16:
Pakistan Prime Minister Nawaz

Sharil, in conciliatory remarks

contrasting with weeks of po-
litical mudslinging, on Sunday
offered peace talks with the
Tiﬂ:}n rovided the other

it was willing, re-
poris Reuter.

"1 am lo take a practi-
cal initative but |1 think there
should be a similar rcalisation
on the other side as well,” he
told reporters.

His statement, afler open-
lng a -ywziollum of scientists,

with a series of ac-
nmnluu- exchanges in reoent
wecks between his Islamic
Democratic Alllance (IDA) and
the main opposition alllance of

former rime minister—
Benazir ullo.
Sharil threatened In a

speech last month to break
Bhutto's Pakistan Peoplc's
Party (PPP) into pieces while
the tion accuses his 10-
month-old government of mis-

rule and wanis a neculral care-
lakcr administration to hold

fresh clections.

"If | get iIndications the
other side is also ready (for
conciliation talks) then we can
sil together and talk about it.”
Sharil said.

But he said the opposition
activities and ils statements

calling legislative assemblies as

bogus made it difficult for him
to make a formal offcr of talks.

"l think there must be a
manifestation (of readiness)
from the other side to discuss
a blucprint we have to
sirenglthen democracy and
maintain democratic institu
tions.

Sharifs Government has
come under scvere criticism
in recent wecks for a crime
wave and a multi-million dol-
lars scandal involving financial
cooperatives run by IDA mem
bers.

Bhutto blames her party' s
crushing delcat {n last
Oclober's clections on what
she calls massive vote-rigging
by an IDA-led caretaker gov
ernment installed by President
Ghulam Ishaq Khan after he
sacked her 20-month-old cab
inct lor abuse ol power.

The government denied the
charge of voling fraud.

Bhutto and several of her
former cabinet ministers are
facing corruption trials by
special tribunals empowered
to disqualify them from par
Hament for seven years.

ler jailed husband Sail Al
Zardari 1s undergoing trial on
several criminal charges,
which he denics, including cx
l.nrlhn and conspiracy to mur

Australia to
ban import of
bull terriers

SYDNEY, Australia, Sept 16
. The [ederal government said
Monday il plans to ban the im-
port of bull terriers after a 2-
month-old boy was killed by
his family's pet dog, reports
AP.

Police said Lthe bull terrier
grabbed the baby by the head
from a bassinct in the back
yard ol a home in suburban
Sydney on Sunday. The
mother, aged in her 20s, (ried
[rantically to rescue the child,
but the dog would not let go
until she beal it with a garden
rake

The [amily rushed the child
jo a hospital, but he died

shortly aller arrival from se-
vere ha.ad and neck injuries.

Police have not released the
name of the lamily.

Resources Minister Alan
Griffiths said he will recom-
mend the ban to the federal
Cabinet. He said it could take
cflect immediately.

He sald he will also seck
new powers lo ban other ag-
gressive dogs and will ask state
governmenis to Iimpose
tougher pcnallies on owners
who fail o control their pets.

Current law requires im-
poried dogs 1o spend several
weeks in quarantine to deter-
mine whetlher they are carry-
ing any discases.

6,000-hectare

erales an airficld for carrier

bascd strike forces. An ndjl

- cenl

installation, the ‘San
Miguel naval communications
station, serves as a communi-
cation link for US Naval Forces
in the Pacific.

The bases were the coun-
try's second largest employer,
next only to the Philippine
government, and Subic s
manned by about 30,000
highly competent Filipino
civilan workcrs and about
6,000 US scrvicemen and
civifan personnel.

Subic and Clark directly
spend more than 500 million
dollars for supplics and other
nceds annually, them
unoflicially the country’'s eight

largest trading partner.

The Pentagon has said a US
withdrawal from Subic would

take a ycar to complete.

Benazir in US
for medical
checkup

ISLAMABAD, Sept 16
Pakistan's opposition leader
Benazir Bhutto left Sunday for
the United States for a medical
checkup and other engage-
ments, the central secretariat
of her party said, reports AFP.

The former Prime Minister
"has not been keeping good
health for the last, month,” the
announcement by the Pakistan
Pcoples Party (PPP) said,
adding that Bhutto would un-
dergo medical tests in Los

Angeles.

The did not say how
long she would stay in the
United States, where she is to
address a Fernhill College
symposium along with furmt:r
President Runalcf
former British Prime Mlnistcr
Margaret Thatcher.

Bhutto will also visit
Washington to mect members
of the US House of
Representatives and adminis-
tration officials, and travel to
New York to receive an inter-
national award, PPP said.

Earlier Sunday, the opposi-
tion leader sent a medical cer-
tificate to a special court in
Lahore where she was to ap-
pear in a case involving
charges of abuse of power
during her 20-month rule,
courl sources said.

The court, accepting the
medical plea, asked her coun-
s¢l to obtain Bhutto's answers
to prepared questions and to
submit a statement to the
court on September 21,

Bhutto is being tried by

| special courts at Karachi and

Lahore in half a dozens cases
filed against her by President
Ghulam Ishaq Khan after he
sacked her in August 1990 on
charges of corruption and
mismanagement.

The tribunal in Lahore,
which is handling charges of
wrongful allotment of liquified
gas distribution agencies, re-
jected a respondent's petition
that the President, Prime
Minister and heads of con-
cerned departments and banks
be called as witnesscs.

Swedish PM
resigns

STOCKHOLM, Sept 186:
Swedish Prime Minister In;n.r
Carlsson handed in his resig

nation Lo Lthe speaker uf;

llament today (Monday) fo
ing a resounding defeat for his

ruling social democrats in
Sunday's general election,
Swedish radio reported, says
Reulter.

Spcaker Thage Petcrson
acccpled Carlsson's resigna-
tion, the radio added.

Peterson was expected to
ask Carlsson o continue as
carclaker Prime Minister
while he consulted lcaders of
the seven parties represented
in parlament about the forma-
tion of a new government.

LTTE offering stiff resistance

COLOMBO, Scpt 16: Heavy
bloodletiing continued in
northeast Sri Lanka oday with

run a sirategic base In
Mullaftiva, a military
here said.

He saldd an officer and 14
soldiers were wounded and
many Tigers killed in

t fighting outside
e guntie v simbuiied
Michael by the LTTE. The toll

in two wecks of battles has hit
550 dead.

There is still flerce resis-
tance from them. Bul they are
also continuing to suffer heavy
casualtics. We don't have exact
fijgures but we know many
Tigers were . killed in the past
24 hours, the spokesman u.id

Officials saild teenage
LTTE guerillas were liﬂg
rockets and rocket-propel
grenades at -dvn.rl:lnf.::
short distance from t.".llﬂpl
perimeter.

The area is heavily mined.
Our men not only have to
scarch and destroy the pres-
sure mines butl alse kecp a
lookout for enemy sniper
the spokeasman said

An estimaled 50 soldiers
and 485 LTTE cadres have
been killed since security
forces backed by air and naval
support launched their oflen-
sive against a dozen LTTE
hideouts in Mullaitivu twe
weecks ago.

The Tiger leadership has
thrown the bulk of ita men and
material inte the latest batile
because the LTTE main com-
mand and control centre for
attacks against securily forces
is located in the Mullattivu dis-
trict, officials sasd.

The LTTE also allegedly
used the arca as a transit point
for smuggling arms. ]

The batile zene In
Mullaitivu continued W be un-

der an indefinite curfew and
any suspected rllll mowve -

menli s allae and de-

-troyed by Iu.hcop-lm offictals

Thl.- fighting in Mullaitivu is
the worst since the army de-
fealed the LTTE in a major
battle in the nerthern
Elcphant Pass last month,

an estimated 2,000
and losing 1986 of

r own men.

GROIZNEY,

Checheno-Ingushetia,
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USSR : Said Ali

Osmayev (c) 74 shows of his 1910 Mauser gun during an
Ingush demonstration for independence and against the
republic’s government which supported the coup last

month. Thousands of In

gush were deported by Stalin

during World War Il to Kazakhastan and are now

returning to demand their homeland.

— UNBJ/AFP photo

Rushdie reappears

LONDON : Salman Rushdie, the British author ordered o
die by Iran for blaspheming Islam, emerged from hiding on
Sunday o accept a literary award in London, rcports Reutcer.

Flanked by police guards, Lthe Indian-born writer made a
briel surprise appecarance at London's Dorchester Hotel Lo be

honoured by

the Writer's Guild of Great DBritain for his

children’s novel *"Haroun and The Sca ol Stories.”
Appearing close to tcars, he told an audience of fellow

writers and other guests :

*] wanled to be here so much be-

cause of the hatred | have endured.”
"l would like to apologics for the unusual manner of my

appearance here...

| would like o have been here for most of

the evening, but in this [ree country | am not a free man. |
have hit a rather problematical recl,” Rushdic said

Iran's late spiritual leader Ayatollah Rohollah Khomeini
issucd a religious decree against Rushdic in February 1989
demanding he be killed for blaspheming Islam in his nowel

*The Satanic Verses.”

Rushdie 44, wrole “Haroun and The

Sca ol Stories” in

hiding and said he did so "o tell mysclfl as much as anybody
else that | would not be silenced and would continue.”

Who have I been talking to ?

LONDON :
talking

A grieving son who has s
to ashes he thought were those of his dead mother

pent two months

has been lold her remains are still al the erematortum, ros

poris Reuler.
"Who have | been talking

lo for the pasl seven wecks if it

wasn't my mum?” bachelor Len Farhall, 51 was quoted as say-

ing in The Sun newspaper loday

The Sun said the crematorium told Farkall the ashes of his
late mother Ivy would be scallered unless he claimed them.

They have not revcaled whose

mistake.

rcmains he received by

“Some people have told me just to dump them on the
roses, but | can’'t do that,” said Farhall.

Volcanic flow sparks fire

TOKYO : Flows of supcrheated rock and gas from a volcano
in southern Japan sparked fires that destroyed more than
100 buildings, authoritics said Monday No injurics were

reported, says AP,

About 110 buildings, including an clementary

school and

26 houses, were dcslm}rcd in Fukae-cho, a small town 4

kilomelers (2.5 miles) soulhcast of the volcano,

by [Mrcs

sparked by a series of major pyroclastic flows late Sunday at

Mt Unzen, town oflicials said.

The residents of the afllected arcas had long since
evacualed Lthe arca aller the volcano ncar Nagasaki erupled in

June, killing 41 pcople.

The pilot of a Ground Sell-Defense Forees helicopier flying

over Fukac-cho Monday moming spolied the
structures, a lown official said.

destroyed

Television broadcast videotape shot from the helicopter
showing the ash-coloured concreile school building and the
smoldering debris of other buildings ncarby. The window-
pancs of the school building were blown oul and the desks

inside bumed.

Television also showed a few small fires and while smoke

coming up from destroyed bulldings,

which included

warchouscs of farming homes, huts and other houscs.

Pro-democrats sweep

HONG KONG, Scpl 16 : Pro-
demeocracy ﬂndld-h:: swepl
to victory Monday over Chinesc
Communisi-backed candidates
in Hong Kong's first direct leg-
tslative clection in 150 years of
British colonial rule, reports
AP.

But fewer than 40 per cent
of Hong Kong's regisicred vol-
ers cast ballots in the land-
mark voite and the low turnoul
appeared more a victory lor
apalhy than activism.

Liberal candidates took 16
out of 18 scals in the voling

that ended . .
Hong Kong's Icading
democracy activist, 53-year-

old hmr Martin Lee, gar
nered mosl voles, more
than 76,000. He and his run-
ning male, Man Sal-cheong,
beat oul a candidale backed by
the Communist Chincse.

“it's been pretly close 0w

Hong Kong polls

Don McMillen, an American
historian who is studying | long

candidates lost

every racc. na resumes con-

trol of Hong Kong In six years.

The tweo remaining scats

were taken by a conservalive,

pro-business candidale and a
moderalte.

ernment in Defjing it wanis
more freedom.

Those who voted apparen
support such [reedom. * ,
the low turnout seemed (o
indicate’ that most people In
this bustling capitalist enclave
of 5.9 million cither don't care
or are res to their lale
under China's aging leaders.

Only 39.15 per cent, or
780,487, of llong Kengs 1.9
millton regisie voters casl
ballots in the landmark vote



