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INDIANAPPOLIS,
Indiana, Sept 15:
Kim Gwang Suk
of North Korca
was overwhelmed
by the standing
ovalion she rceeived here
Saturday aller her extraord-
inary routine on the uneven
bars earncd her a perfect
10,000 and a gold medal at the
World Gymnastics Champion-
ships, reports AFP.

Kim, a diminutive 16-year-

“old compcting in her second
; world Championships, was up

ainst American Shannon
Miller in the apparatus [inal,
but cveryone in the lloosicr
Dome knew the Korcan's per-
formance was superior and re-
sponded wilh an applause
topped only by the one they
gave o Kim Zmeskal when she
won Lhe all around gold medal
on .
"1 felt like flying, said Kim,
who scored
similar routine in the team
competition. During the

performance | could not hear -

anything, because |
concentraling very hard.

But aller, 1 heard it all. It
was loud.

Miller, who was joint scc-
ond with a 9.950, was walch-
ing as Kim performed and ad-
mitled her routine deserved a
10,000, cven though she was
hoping hcr own routine would
stand up.

"It was one of the besl bar
roulines I've cver done, shc
said. | didn't make any mis-

was

Makes until my dismount.”
. Tatiana Gutsu of the Sovict

\
U

Union also scored a 9.950 on
the uneven bars and shred the
silver medal side of Lhe
podium with Miller.

Kim's 10,000 was only the
sccond of the meet so [ar.
Zmeskal carned a perfect

Kenyan success hurts Europe

LONDON, Sepl
16: The over-
whelming suce-
ess of Kenyan
athlctes is begi-
nning to grate in
Europe, reports AFP.

“The public doesn't want Lo
sec ol running
round a track”, said DBritish
Amatgeur Athletics Board pro-
motions officer Andy Norman.

"One or lwo namcs Yycs,
those they've never heard ol,
no".

At the Tokyo World
Championships last month

Kenyans won golds in the 800

metres, 5,000, 10,000 and
, as well as silvers
in the IEDIJ 10,000 and

steeplechasc.

But wvery few invitations
were handed out to the cham-
pions from the East Alrican
mountains for Sunday's chal-
lenger mecling in Shellicld,
Er'jnnd the last big event in
Britain this scason.

Norman's blunincss ex-
phil'l:d why. Big moncy is atl

stake and quilc simply loo
many have become oo good
for the Europcans. .

Olympic tickets

over subscribed

BARCELONA, Spain, Sepl
15: Organisers of next ‘s
Olympics have r:lurmcr::;ﬂ
million pesectas (4.3 million
dollars) to sports fans who lost
oul in a draw lor ticketls, re-
poris AFP.

A draw was held afler book-
ings for 85 scssions were mas-
sivcly over subscribed.

Organisers would not say

which or cventls wore

}m-ul but the opening

hcthlll

ccremonies, bas-
gymnastic linals

were [avourites with [ans.

Despite domestic turmoil Soviets

MOSCOW, Sept
5 : The Soviet
Union's lop
sporis official
predicted  on

Saturday Lhat his
couniry would sweep o victory
in Lthe Barcclona Olympics
despite losing tlalented
athletes from the newly-
indcpendent Baltic stales, re-
ports Reuter.

“In the Summer Games we
think in terms of we can
beal Germany, the Unitced
States and China,” said Nikola
Rusak, head of the Soviet
sporis commilice and cflective
minister for

He told Reuters in an inter-
view the forecast was based on
detafled studics which the
Soviet Union precpares before
every . "We are rarcly
wrong, may be a differ-
ence of two o five medals, but
the calculations are very cx-
o :

Rusak was lcss optimidstc
about Sovict chances in the

' resuits so far in skating sk
jumping and Bobsk-igh
“We think that well be

co ting on equal lerms
with Germany and Norway but
in quantity of gold and other

a 9.987 with a

KIM GWANG SUK

scor¢ with her second vault
during the tcam optionals on
Wednesday, helping the
United SlulLs to the silver

mdal.

in the women's vaull final ,
Zmeskal finished a disappoint-
ing scventh while Miller was

N Korean Klm charms Americans

sixth,

Lavinia Milovovici have
Romanian coach Belu Octavian
somcthing to smile aboul
winnihg the gold medal, here
two vaulls averaging to 9.949,

Oclavian, a former collcaguc
ol U. S. coach Bela Karolyi, re-
fused to meet with the media
afller his tcam finished behind
the Amcricans in the tcam
competition and again when
Cristina DBonlas took
bronze in the all around.

Hungary's Henriclla Onodi
gol some consolation for a
poor showing in the all around
when she tied for the silver
medal in the vaull with Oksana
Tchusovitian of the Soviet
Union.

Likewise, 1989 champion
Igor Korobchinsky rebounded
from missing the all around

linals by taking the gold medal

in the men's floor exercise,
cdging out tcdmmate Vitaly
Scherbo, the all around silver

" medallist.

Japan's Daisuke Nishikawa
won the bronze.

The Soviet men, who have
dominated the mecet so far,
also won gold medals on the
still rings and. the pommel
horse.

Grigori Misulin, the all
around gold medalist, nipped
Andreas Wecker of Germany
on the rings by just . 013
points, while Valeri Belenky
turned in the best perfor-
mancc on the pommel horse.

"All of our Gymnasts are
very strong and they showed
whal they are capable of
tonight,” said DBelenky, last
ycar's World Cup all around
champion.

China’'s Guo Linyao won the
silver medal on the horse,
followed by compaltriot Li Jing.
Italy's Yui Chechi took the
bronze on the rings.

Middic and long dislancc
events in Europe have been to-
tally dominated by Kenyans
since the World

BILLY KONCHELLAH

MOSES KIPTANUI

Championships
At DBerlin last Tucsday

Kenyans grabbed the top three

medals we'll lose to Germany
in the Winler Games,” he said,

in 1988 the Soviet Uniodf
led the medals tables at both
the Winter and Summer
Games. Their grand lotal of 66
golds was 20 more than scc
ond -placed Easl Germany.

Butl prospects lor 1992 have
been clouded by political tur
moil in the country and the
loss of the three Baltic re-
publics, whose athleles excel
in baskctball, Bobsleigh and
scveral ficld events.

Rusak acknowlcdged that
the three looked set to fickd
their own tcams, in-
dependent from the Sovictl
Unijon, su o the apparcmt
formalisation ol an agreenwnt

Montreal Stadium

MONTREAL, Scpt 15. The
hlany of troubles for Olympic
stadium continues. rcporis Al

The stadtum buiflt for the
1976 Olympics, will be closed
for at lcast the next seven days
afier a 55-1om chunk of con-
creie lell from the structure
Friday. The closing will force
the Montreal Expos Majobgue
Baschall club to play lour
home games next week on the
road

The last -place Expos were

I

places in the 800 metres, the

first four in the stecplechasc
and first five in the 10,000. °

Within 24 hours the
Koblenz mecting on the other
side of Germany saw a similar
paliern. Other Kcnyans won
the 1500 metres and
stecplechase and claimed onc,
two, three in the 10,000,

Again in Lhe Ivo Van Damme
memorial in Brussels on
Friday, Kenyans took over.

Thirty-two turned out, and
all but two were in the same
six cvenits.

Norman recalled a couple of
decades ago when Americans
casily won every sprint in
Europce. "You can have loe
much ol a good thing,” he said.

No Kenyans were invited to
run in the prestige mile at
Shefficeld, ensuring the
Europcans gol a look in.

World 800 metre champion
Billy Konchella, who was in-
vited o Shellield, understands
the issuc well. "Every lime |
pick up my lederation’'s bul-
letin there's a new name from
home | don'tl know,” he said.

"They are lining up o come
lo Europe,” he lold the London

Independent newspaper.

He first claimed the world
title in 1987 bul disappcarcd
from the intcrmational scem
altcr fliness and this season no
promoler would touch him -
until he won the national titke

Now he's back with a bang,
a gold from Tokyo, and Lhe
benefit of his big name draw

Konchella also knows the
benefitls running can bring 1o
poor Alrican athletes. “For
most in Kenya, running's the
only opportunity,” he said

A big summer can sct a man
up for life.

next week by the Internabional
Olympic Commiticce (JOC])

[But he said Baltic athletes
picked to represent the Sovict
Union in Barcelona in sports
such as volleyball and handball,
where the selection process is
virtually completed, should be
allowed 10 remain in Sovict
tcams i they wanted.

“We think athletes who have
won Lhe right to Lake parl in
the Soviet team should be ablc
lo compete in Barcelona.
Political decisions shouldn't af
fect a person's right to take
pari in the team.”

Rusak said that dospite the
[ragmentation of the country,
Sovict sports [acilitics would

closed for a week

scheduled 1o play the New
York Mects and Philadclpia
Phillies at Olympic Stadium
but those games will now be
played in New York (Sept 17)
and Philadelphia (Sept 18-19).

The trouble-plagued sta-
dium was last in the news IA
June when a sudden gust of
wind ripped a hole in the
Keviar fabric roofl.

The roof was installed In
1987 aficr being in storage for
ninc yecars.

Konchella, like many ol his
collcagues, has bought a farm.
Ex-Britain athlete John

Lhe

RICHARD CHELIMO

Bicourt, who represcenls
Olympic gold medallist John
Negugi among othcers, has no
qualms about the numbers of
Kcnyans coming over

"The market is flooded bul
you can't keep talent out’, he
declared. “There's so much
more untapped, waliling In
Kenya for their chance”.

confident of Olympic success

remain the joint property of all
republics including the Baltics,
whith host the country's only
Bobslcigh training run and one

of its kecy ski bases.
He said Seviel s which
recetves no state subsidies and

pays its way through tickel
sales and lotleries, was suller-
ing a severe financial crisis.

‘Republican sports chiels
sent an wurgent appeal to
President Mikhail Gorbachev
this week to cancel laws fore-
ing them to scll 40 per cent of
their hard currency carnings
to the forcign trade back and
pay a further 30 per cent in
Lax.

It's completely absurd. We
arc the only sports organisa-
tion in the world that pays

such taxes,” sald Rusak, a 57-

year-old Byleorussian and
former hnrﬂz-ﬂ player.

Bul Rusak was upbcnl when
asked il Soviel sport, despile
its problems, could l'l\lil".lllln
its levels of excellence.

“You can'l say that the years
of stagnation had their effect
on sport. In sport, the free
market really works because
there is competition, That's
why, of all branches of our
economy, only sport can com-
pete in the world arena.” he
said

*

"Yugoslav.

, wards

TOKYO, Sept 15:
Monica Seles of
Yugoslavia is ex-
ﬁcl:lﬂ:l to fortify
¢r number one
ranking this wee-
km, spcarheading the 350,000
doHar Nichierel international
ladies
starting lomorrow,
AFP,
The Yugoslav, who has been

reporis

leapfrogging with Sicfli Graf of

Germany in the rankings for
the pasl several months, re-
captured the number one spol
a week ago by winning the U S

To the disappointment of

fans, Wimbledon champion -

Grafl withdrew from the seven-
day compclition with an injury
to her right shoulder she
suffered since the Federation
Cup e at Noltinghamg
I-.'-.‘.ngiand in late July.

Zina Garrison of the Uniied
States, who knocked out Scles
in the 1990 Wimbledon quar-
ter-finals, also withdrew with
an injury to make the road

casier for the

Twenty-cight world lcading
players will take part in the

singles event, vying for the top
priz¢ moncy ol 70,000 dollars

and 200 poinls counting lo-
the. WTA cgmputer
rankings.
The runner-up will collect
31,500 dollars and 140 points.
The top four secds — Seles,
Mary Joc Fernandez and Amy

tennis tournament

17 -yedr-old

MONICA SELES .

INDIANAPOLIS,
Indiana, Sept 15 :
3] Merry Saint-
£/] Genies' luck
suddenly changed

“4 for the betterhere
last Wednesday as his French
women's lcam qualified for the
Olympics for the first time in
20 years, rcports AFP.

France, competing without
top gymnast Karine Mermet,
surmounied a mediocre
rotation in the floor exercise
tp finish third after six of the
eight subdivisions, meaning no
worse than 11th place, with
the top 12 teams earning a
trip to Barcelona next year.

"I've been dreaming of this
for 15 yecars,” said Saint-
Genies, who has coached the
French national team since
1975. "This represents 15

years of work. I'm very happy.”
Saint-Genics, who trains his

. team at the National Institute

in Paris, had come so close to
the Olympics so many times,
only to be rewarded with
disappointment when
something went wrong.

The last time, at Rotterdam
in 1987, was pcrhaps the most
difficult failure to accept. His
team was firmly in 12th place
after the compulsories.

But fintshed 13th when
disaster siruck in the optionals
with all six gymnasts f{alling
during their floor exercise-
routines.

An cternal optimist, Saint-
Genies was confident that
things would be different this
year, that finally he would get
to take a full team to the
Olympics.

Once again, however, it
appearcd his bad luck had
followed him top gymnast
Karine Mcrmet scriously
injured her arm durlnﬂ warm-
ups and had to be rep by
talented, but unproven, Ingrid
Stutz, and the team was once
again in 12th place aller the
compulsorics.

“I was very worried it would
happen again,” he said. "So
this morning | went running,
and it found my lucky penny,
then | was sure it would not.”

The French, led by veteran
Karine Bouchcr, started with

|.-"'_—'_"-_'_I____"'

Bowmburn Ih
defending his 3

against

South Africa on Sept 14.

D O e EE}E}R}Y}Y}R}RE}ERET
| Seles may be quite safe at top

F‘rn:lcr of the Uniled States
and Katerina Maleeva of
Bulgaria — had first-round
bycs. |

Top-sceded Seles, the
Australian and French Open u-
gh Hrnki:}n B

! § Japan or a
fier in the second muﬁn
the hard courts at the Ariake
Colosseum.

She will then po meet
another Japnnelc. cighth-
sceded Kimiko Date, a
winner over world number
three Gabricla Sabalini of
Argentina in the semifinals al
the Virginia Slims of Los
Angcles last month.

Fourth-secded Frazier, who
powercd past Scles herc last
ycar, should come up 0
threalen the Yugoslav il Lhe
American can survive the sce-
ond quarter, which includes”
Japan's Naoko Sawamalsu and
sixth-seeded American Pam
Shriver.

Defending champion and
sccond-seceded Fernandez,
who scored her [irst career
viclory last year, will face the
winner of the match between
Elizabeth Smylie of Australia
and Patricia Hy of Canada.

She is drawn in the same
hallf with third-seeded
Maleeva, seventh- secded
Marianne Werdel of the United
States and [ifth-seceded Laura
Gildemeister of Peru, who will
play rising Indonesian top
player Yayuk Basuki in the first
round.

the [loor exercise and, while
they avoided the mistakes of
1987, were less than stellar,
with Stutlz receiving an 8.750
and Barbara Solans getting only
a 9.000.

They rose to the occasion,
however, turning in excellent
routines on the uneven bars.
Bouchcr had a 9.612 and
Virginie Machado scored a
9.812.

Boucher then went first on
the balance beam in the final
rotation and her shaky 9.112
left the team vulnerable.

As had occurred throughout
the compectition, however,
someone else picked up the
slack, this time it 'was
Machado and Cloe Maigre with
a pair of 9.650's.

Luck smiles on Saint-Genies' girls

The final eflfort easily was
enough to keep France ahead
of Canada, but the team score
was slow in being posted and
Saint-Genifes his wife and the
girls huddled and waited
anxiously.

"I thought | was going to
explode,” said Boucher, who
was a member of the team in
1987 and in 1989 when
France also finished 13th. "We
couldn't wait any longer.”

Finally, the standings
appecared and the tears [lowed,
years of frustration wiped away
in too brief a moment of joy.

"It's been 20 years,” said
Stutz, still embracing Boucher,
who was weeping uncontro-
llably. "This is greatest day in
our lives.”

Boucher was born the same
year Lhat France last comp-:ted
in the Olympics. And it was no
coincidence that Saint-Genies
reserved the greatest praise
for the girl affectionately
known as "Kiqui.”

"Sh's an historical
gymnast.” she said. "She
created what happened here
after Mermet was hurt.”

Mermet was not on hand to
celebrate with her teammates.
She flew back to France on
Tuesday to have her injured
arm examined by doctors.

"She called me just before
the competition today and said
shc was with us in spirit,”
Boucher said, the tears flowing
once again. "She wished us

good luck.”

LLAS VEGAS,
Ncvada, Sept 15 ¢
Undefeated Wor-
Id Boxing Council

(WBC) super-

ligthweight cha-
mpion Julio Cesar Chavez of
Mexico had no Ltrouble
retaining his title, taking a 12-
round unanimous poinls
decision over speedy but

overmalched Lonnic Smith of
the United States on Saturday,
reports Reuler,

The win was as casy as od-
dmakers had cexpecled.
Chavez, a 13-1 [avourite, won
by scores of 118-106, 119-107
and |118-109 from thc judges.

There were no knockdowns
in the one-sided boul, but
Chavez jarred Smith several
times with right leads o the
head the final throe rounds.

This could be Chavez's last
fight at the 140-pound (63 kg)
division.

"I'm going to move up in
weight,” sald Chavez aller the
bout. "It was diflicult to make
this weight.”

Promoler Don King indi-
cated Chavez'a next fight will
be in the 147-pound (66 kg)
welterweight division.

Smith Ran, or attempled Lo,
the entire bout, only occasion-
ally throwing lefl jabs bul scl

Mll uhlhhl ll'hr oumuhl.llx
Orpmutmn (WBO) title
uerto Rican Mtomn Rivera in Johannesburg,
—AFP photo

dom following with combina-
tions.

lefl hooks to the body and
right lcad to the head by
Chavez tired a slowed Smith
and left the challenger [lat-
footed the last three rounds.

"I was lolally disgusted,”
said Chavcez aboul Smith's per
formtance. "Lonnie looked like
a coward oul there”

Smith had onc point de-

Park retains crown

SEOUL, Scpt 15 : South
Korcan Park Yung-Kyun domi-
nated Venczuclan Eloy Rojas to
rcltain his World DBoxing
Associalion [WDBA) [ealhcr-
weight title with a unanimous
points dccision over 12 rounds
on Salurday, rcports Reulcr.

Park, 24, came roaring oul
in thé first round, briclly
knocking down the challenger,
and was unrclenting unltil the
final bell. His punches olien
lacked accuracy but his non-
stop lefts and rights forced the
challenger to kecp back-
pedalling.

Making his second delence

of Lhe litle he ook [rom
Venezucla's Antonio

Esparragoza in March, Park
was ncver in trouble through

out the fight in the south-
weslern city of Mokpo.

"Chavez too good for Smith

ducted, that in the fifth round,
for knceing Chavez in the
groin during a clench.

The 29-ycar-old Chavez is
now 76-0. The victory was his
sixth as super-lightweight
champion and 20th in world
title bouts. Chavez has been the
WBC super fcatherweight and
WBC and Werld Boxing
Association lightweight cham-
pion.

The 28-year-old Smith is

now 29-3-1. It was his [first
loss since 1986, the year he
lost the WIIC super tweight

title.

Chavez received 750,000
dollars and Smith 100,000,

In an carlicr boul, Julian
Jackson of the Virgin Islands
retained his WBC middle

weight crown by knocking oul
number one contender Dcnise
Milton of the United Stalcs in
Lthe first round.

Jackson, 31, stoppud
Milton, 30, with a right to the
head.

Jackson in now 42-1 and
Milton, who had not lost since
1987 slips 10 16-3- 1.

Jackson reccived 150,000
dollars for this, his first de
fence sinee winning the 116-
pound crown in November.
Hihun was paid 65,000 dol-

Thobela keeps title

JOIIANNESBURG
, Scpt 15 : Ding-
aan Thobela oute-
lasscd top-rated
challcnger Anto-
nio Rivera to win
a unanimous dectsion Saturday
and retain the World Bexing
Organisation lightweight world

championship in the first title
bout in this country in five

years, reports AP,
Thobela, whe tums 285 this
month, was staggered by a lefl
hook in the fourth round but
otherwise controlled the L
with stiffl jabs and fMuid -
nations to improve his record
to 26 wins onc draw,

It was his second succesasiul
defense of the uttle he won al-

mosl a ago over Mauricio
Aceves, also In a 12-round de-
ciston.

The scored Lthe fight
116-114, 118112 and 117-

112, known as the “Rose of
Soweto” because he comes

from the sprawll black
township outside nes-
burg

Rivera, a former Inter-
national UDoxing Federation
featherweight c from

It was the first tite Aght iIn
South Alrica since November
1986, when World Boxing
Association ban t cha-
mpion Bernarde Pinange of
Venczucla stopped South

Alfrican challenger Simon
Skosana in the | round.
Boxing organisalions

banned title fights in Soulh
Alrica because of its Ipnnllttd

Rivera, Nghting from a de-

fensive stance. with gloves
over a Thebela t in the
fourth and wobbled He al-

tacked with both fsts, but

Thobela ducked and
to gain Uime, then rﬁu
way out of lmuhlt as the

It was the only time he was
in trouble. He picked up mo-
mentum as Lhe fight wenl on,
moving and jabbing cflectively
and successfully clinching -
when Rivera moved him

against the ropes.



