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"Tamil Nadu 1s now too hot for continued presence'

Prabhakaran orders LTTE men

NEW DELII, Scpt 16: Tamil
rebel leader Velupillai
Prabhakaran has ordcred fel-
low Sri Lankan militants (o
quit India immediately to avoid

capture by police probing Rajtv
Gandhi's assassination, n:iln

EAFgm‘l-ldﬂuturday reports

~The Sri Lankan guerilla
chiefllain senl a radio message
o members of the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eclam (LTTE)
in the southern Indian coastal
stale of Tamil Nadu four days
: the Press Trust of India

sourccs as saying in
Tamil Nadu capilal's Madras
that the message was inter-
cepied by government agen-
cies. No indcpcendent confir-
mation of the reporl was im-
medfatcly avaflable.

The, sources said
Prabhakaran, whosc LTTE is

figh for an independent
Tln:l}“'lnrmhnd in Sri Lanka,
had asked his supporters to
return, by the seca as
Tamil Nadu was now "too hot
for their continued presence.”

Indian authorities have
launched a major crackdown
on. . the LTTE I[lollowing

Gandhi’s May 21 assassination
al an clection meeting in lhe

with malaria over the

Srlperumpudur by a young
worman.

The woman, suspecied to
bt [rom the LTTE's suicide

squad, dctonaled an explosive
sirappced on her while pre-

:.;:ng :: touch Gandhi's Ic::t.
] x the former Premier in-

Since the assassination,
more than a dozen LTTE ac-

671 children

die of malaria
in Iraq

BAGHDAD, Sept 15 : A total

|
of 671 children under five

have died In Iraq and 936
people have bcen stricken
_ past few
months because of a 13-month
old trade embargo, Iraqi offi-
:gl said Saturday, reports

Sabah Hassan Director of
the Health Ministry in the
southwestern province of Al-
Qadissiyat said the children
died as ‘a result of
“malnutrition and because of a
shortage ol medicine.

He told the official Iraqi
News Agency (INA) that 33
oul-patient clinics, which of-
fered frec services before the

J‘nmll Nadu

SRIEER

Hmdn Parishad to build Ram Temple:

Vishawa Hindu Parishad (VII’) proposes to n
mmh‘ucthi of the Ram Tempic in Ayodhya by November end
or December from the spot where its foundation was laid in
November 1989, a senior VHP leader said, reports PT] from
New Delhi.

The VHP has almost completed acquiring land, buildings,
shops and stalls in front of the dispulced shrine so as to own
the entire area around it to help buil! the tcmple, Surya
Krishna, the VHP joint General Seerctan il

"We expect that by November |k " dles, legal and
otherwise, will be removed by the Ut ‘sh government
so that we can bcgln the templc < -ituetion from the

Shilanyas site, he .
US conducts 5th nuclear test: m

US government Saturday conducted its ifth nuclear weapons
test of the year afler a series of delays due to unfavourable
wind conditions, reports AFP.

Monitors in downtown Las Vegas and atop high-rise hotcls
on the Las \fe?a gambling strip detected motion from the

Lown

blast 170 kilometers (105 miles) away, the Energy

Thbnnhdctnnntﬂ:lltn th of 670 mecters (2,200
feet) had an cxplosive yield oqu t to between 20 and 150
kilotons of dynamite.

Soviet scientists, who carlier this summer menitored
preparations for the blast, were not prescnt on Saturday.
The Lest had been set for Wednesday but was delayed to-

-llimhudm._ . .
100 Croats killed in clean-up drive :
Around 100 Croats were killed during a “clcan-up” opcration
in the Croatian city of Kostajnica, which u:“ to S_I:rrhl.m
w Hﬂ\’ official Tanjug
m!-tuulq wm -
dinl during the operation, Tanjug added in the
quoted Serbian sourccs in Kestajnica, 150
{90 miles) southeast of the Croatian capital

It sentd Serbian forces also captured another 370 Croatian
national guards and police in the city

Hadio Crontia said Friday that only 50 Croatian national

rds rematned in the city, after its forees “had withdrawn®

scvernl days of heavy fighting
Fahd talk Middle East issues :

President George Hush called on Saudi King Fahd Saturday o
discuss Middic East but the Whilte House declined to
ﬂuihrthtyul’hrd-l:uul the wesiern hostages being
in Lebanon, reports AFP
m:m-mnmwm in Washington said
the two leaders discussed “gencral topics relaled to the
Middie East.” But he refused to say whether they talked about
intensive diplomatic efforts underway to win the relcase of 11

met Friday in Jeddah with UN General
Javier Perez de Cucllar who had just arrived from Iran, which
is believed 0 have strong infllucnce over extremist Muslims

Faur

3

relations
mﬂﬁwhmmum but will be
based ties rather than Soviet

mumvmmmﬂmmnmm

Gulf crisis, had been destroyed

Livists have committed suicide
in southern India to avoid ar-
rest, while most of those
caught by poliee are known Lo
be linked to the rebel group.
PT!1 said the Indian Navy
had been informed of
I'rabhakaran’s [iat and "a closc
walch was being kept on the
movement of boats und men”
along the coast in Tamil Nadu,

Soviet Tank
Division
- chief fired
MOSCOW, Sept 15 : The
chiel of Lthe tank division in-

volved in the deaths of three:
protesters during last month's

-coup was fired Saturday min-

utes afler meeting a visiting
French dclcgation, a report
said, reports AP.

Maj, Gen. Valery
Marchenkov had [inished dis-
playing his equipment and had
bid farewell to French officials

- when he was handed Defense
“"Minister
Shaposhnikov's order relicvi

" ¥evgen

him of his duties, the Russian

ma
scrap parhament

COLOMNBO, Scpt -
President I{annllnghc
Prcemadasa may scrap Sri
Lanka's parliament in a bid to
block an unprecedented move
by a majority ol legislators to
impeach him, ruling party
dissidenis said here Sunday,
reporis AFP.

Lalith Athulathmudali, a
former ministcr now leading a
powerful anti-Premadasa cam-
paign, told reporters that the
president was “dcsperate” to
prevent an inguiry against him
and may dismiss parliament
any momcnl.

‘l‘hc dissidents rcjecled a
statement by Premadasa’s of-
fice late Saturday that the im-

chment resolution had

E-I with the suspension of

rliament last month and he
had rcgained powers to dis-
solve the kegislature,

“The President is dragging
this crisis decper and decper.
He is strelching the constitu-
tion beyond (is clasticity. Il he
dissolves parliament, wc will
take both political and | ac-
tion against it,” Athulathmudali
saxicl.

Prcmadasa’'s statement
asscriing his right to dissolve
the legislature basced on advise
from the Atlorney General is
widely scen here by political
analysts as a prelude o a snap

to quit India immediately

which is separated from Sri
Lmkahyaﬂrmﬂﬂp of seca.
Tamil Nadu, to some 55
million Indian Tamils, has
previously been a sanctuary for
Tamil guerillas in Sri Lanka.
The r:.bcln were known o
larly smuggle explosives,
Inl:n frum India.
chnwhilt Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister Jayaram
Jayalalitha Saturday branded
the LTTE as an “evil force” and
aid her three-month-old <gov-
ernment will expose to the
world the "bloedthirsty charac-

I'u:.l a

" ter” of Prabhakaran.

PT1 also quoted her as say-
ing in a statement in Madras
that the support extended to
the LTTE by fringe political
groups in Tamil Nadu was
"regreitable,  undesirable and

_highly condemnable.”

The LTTE, which once en-
joyed New Dclhi's patronage,
fought Indian troops

d iched i
Gandhi ffmm“u%’méé‘““rgé’?

until March 1990. The group
has rcpeatedly denicd killing

‘Gandhi.

" Prabhakaran lived in Tamil
Nadu [rom mid-1983 until

government's news agency said.  carly 1987,

a may

general cleetion.

"First Premadasa closcd the
court housc by proroguing par-
liamcnt till Secptcmber 24,
Then he takes advice from his
legal counsel and tells Lhe
judge, in this case the
Speaker, that he cannot pro-
ceed with the case,”

Athulathmudali said.
is is a clear altempt lo

intimidate the Spcaker
(Mohammad Hanifla
Mohammadf, MPs and a
breach of parliamentary privi-
leges. The President is so des-
perate he may even abelish
parliament altogether.”
‘Premadasa told the ker
that he had been advised by
Altorney Gencral Sunil de Sih.ra
thal since the impcachment
resolution had not been listed
for dcbate at ‘the time parlia-
mcnl was suspended, the mo-

tion "has lapsed”.
Farliamcrd was suspended

on August 30, two days allcr
the Specaker recetved the im-
pcachment motion moved by
somec 47 MP's from
Premadasa’'s United National
Party ([UNP) and virtually the
cniire opposition.

The Attorney General has
also adviscd that the constitu-
tional clause that prevented
the President from dissolving
parhament "has ceased to be
applicablc”
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TBILISI, Georgia

demonstration in favour of
Grlm-khuril in front of the parliament here

: A woman brandishes a cross during a

Georgian President Zviad
mber

— AFP/UNB photo

.....

OSIJEK Yu nnlnvia A fnrugn journalist (R), who was
wounded whannhote] was hit in Osijek on Sept 14byhnvy
shelling during an attack by federal Y'slav forces, is being
helped to a first aid centre by a Croatian assistant.

—AFP/UNB photo

Federal troops in

The Baily Star 5
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Madonna's undergarment
fetches $ 11,000

MOUNT CELMENS (Michigan), : An auto hed bra worn
by singer Madonna in the movic Truth or Dfrnl‘::tchtﬂ 11,000
dollars al a charity auclion _ _ -
held at the Rotary Club here, §
reports AFP.

The point, black-and-
[uchsia undergarment was |
donated by Madonna after
Ken Kish, Managing Director
of the Rotary Club where the
auction was held late Friday,
wrote to her asking for it, the §
club official said.

The proud owners of the
autographed undergarments |
said they plane to put it on |
display at their restaurant, §
the Mon Jin-Lau, located a
few kilomclers south of
Madonna's hometlown of
Rochester 1lills, Michigan.

"Wed like Madonna (o "
stop by for dinncr, anytime, - %
unc of the restaurant owners

Not apoldicalplugﬁrBuah

NASHVILLE (Tcenn) : The Federal Eleclion Commission
says Randay Travis singing his hit tune "Point of Light” in a
teicviu:d salulc to Operation Desert Storm wasn't a political

%‘::.tr Prcsident Bush, reports AP,

decision responded to a complaint filed by Lina
Accurso of Port Chester N.Y a self-described fan of the coun-
lry singer. The complained flled in May singled out the song,
but not Travis — who wrote the anthem lo volunteerism at
Bush's request

Accurso charged that the song, when il was performed in
April, gave [hihanunhirndmh':hrnrc-clﬂ:ﬂonbﬂ. She
nnlud l‘.l'l:' FEC to halt airplay or give Democrats equal air
lime.

Zagreb surrender

ZAGRED, Scpt 15 : All the

soldiers and officcrs of a

Yugoslav army garrison in the
Croalian capital Zagreb sur-
rendcred lo Croal nationalist
forces, rcports AFP,

Croatian lelevision said the
federal army forces in two
other garrison, at Gospic and
Perusica, in Lhe south of the
republic had also given them-
sclves up to the Croatians.

The (wo lowns werc
bombed by Mig fighter plancs
earlicr in the iay One of the
aircrafll was scen to be giving
ofl black smoke as it flew away.

The television said the
Zagreb garrison had contained
94 oflicers, all of whom had
surrendered along with their
men and around 50 civilians
employcd at the facility,

In a scparalc development,
Federal Air Foreco uﬂ.’k ials in

Belgrade admitted that one of
their plancs had "mistakenly”
opencd fire on a Serbiam town,
killing three people and injur-
ing ning, four of them scri-
ously.

The Air Foree stalement
said the incident, al the town
of Bac, was duc to poor visibil-
ity.

Bac is locatled ncar tLhe
Croatian town of Vukovar,
which camc under heavy air

attack in Saturday's fighting.

The attacks were part of an
attempt by Yugoslav fedceral
forces to relieve besieged gar-
risons in Lhe castern Croatian
region ol Slavonia,

The garrisons are sur-
rounded by Creatian forces,
and have had their watler and
clectricity supplics cut off,

Floods kill 17
In Vietnam

BANGKOK (Thailand), Scpt
15 : The biggest floods since
1978 in Vietnam's main rice-
growing arca have killed 17
people, lefl thousands in need
of food, and forced 10,000
families to [lce, the Vietnam
News Agency reported Sunday,
rcporis AP.

The [loods in the southern
Mckong River Delta in recent
days thrcalen to damage
70,000 hcctares (173,000
acrcs) of rice [liclds and
40,000 hectares (99,000
acres) of orchards, the oflicial

agency said.

The water level has been
rcceding in the upper river
basin but is forceast to risc in
the coming days in the lower
basin, said the rcport, moni-
tored in Bangkok.

Kurdish autonomy

talks hit snag

SIHHAQLAWA (Iraqg), Scptl 15
Months of talks over autonomy
for the Kurds have hil snags
over  Lhe status ol oil-rich
Kirkuk and the {ssue of demo
cratic reform, a senior
Kurdistan Front ollicial said.

Foud Massoum, a mcmber
of the Eight-Party Fronl's
Political Bureau, told Agence
France-Presse Friday that his
group cxpecled an answer to
its demands from [Baghdad
next week.

But hec warned that the
Kurdistan Fronl was prepared
o fight Il necessary. "We would
prefer a peaceful solution guar-
antecing autonomy but {f
Baghdad wants lo resolve this
issuc with war we are ready,
Massoum said.

He said the Kurds and the
Iragqi government had fafled
dospite four months of arduous
negotiations to reach an
agrecment securing autonomy
for the Kurdish communitics

“in northern Irag.

The Kurdistan Front,
Massoum said, is demanding
that "B4,000 square kilome-
ters of Irag! lerrftory be in

cluded in an lulunnnmu
Kurdistan bu! tlw regime o

President Saddan | lusscin is
rtfuntul Lo yul-d on 40 per

cent ol this arca, saying these
territorics arc Arab.”

“The Baghdad government
says that the majority of the
population in Kirkuk is Arab.
The fact is they are consider-
ing that the Turkmen who live
where are Arab, ” he said.

"Kirkuk is Kurdish,”
Massoum addcd, rcallirming
his community’s traditional at-
tachment to the city despite
clatims by Turkmen mmu:;
5 Iragis) who con
llﬁﬂﬁﬁm dominated.

A close aide o the head of
the influential Patriotie Union
of Kurdistan, Jalal Talabani,
Massoum said that another
Kurdish chicl could next weck
obtain answer from Baghdad
on their pluﬂ.

“This would allow wus to un-
derstand Baghdad's inten-
tions”, said Massoum.

Massoud DBarzani, of the
Democratic Party of Kurdistan,
has been leading the negotia-
tions with the lragl authorities
along with Talabani.

Barzani favours an immedi-
ate accord with Lhe lragi au-
thoritics a position also held by
llaghdad — while Talabani has
scl duwn many r:nndlunnl

FEC spokcsman Fred Eiland said the pancl disagreed with

Accurso’'s argument.

Travis has called Lthe complaint disconcerting,

"The song is

a personal szrmbnnfnuppurl for all of America’'s many
voluntcers,” he wrote in a letter to the FEC.

Five flares in 'Evening Shade"
LOS ANGLES : Actor Burt Reynolds was released Saturday

from a hospital where he was admitted for tests afler a fire
flared in front of him on the sct of CBS-TV's Evening Shade,

reports AP.

Recynolds entered Sherman Oaks Hospital and Health

Ccnter for observation Friday.

"They did chest X-rays and

blood gases, and everything's fine,” said "Evcning "o €X-
eculive producer Harry Thosmson. ’
Reynolds, 55, was taping scene before an audicnee in

which he heated a

baby bottle in a microwave oven. The script

called for the bottle to explode and for co-star Michael Jeter

to turn a fire exti

nguisher on ft.

Bul baby powder sprayed from the prop fire cxtinguisher
caught firc, producing a ball of flame that singed Reynolds’

cycbrows, Thomson said.

Reynolds wanted to continue the scene, bul "We just didn't
wanl lo take any chances on him having ingested anything,”

Thomson said.

Bull terrier kills baby

SYDNEY (Australia) : A two-month-old baby dicd in a hospi-
tal Sunday aflcr being mauled by his I?lmlly s bull terrier dog,

police said, rceports AP.
They said the dog grabbed

lyving in a bassinctte in the back y

North Richmond.

the by the neck as he was

of housc in suburban

The child's mother, who was hanging laundry, chased the
dog and had 1o beat the terrier with a stick before it would

release Lhe child.

The baby died a short time later of scvere neck and [acial

injuries at |lawkesbury Hospital.

The dog was destroyed by a veterinarian Jaler Sunday.
Police and the New South Wales slale coroner are investi-

gating thc incident. No other dctails were immediately avail-

able.

PLO representative of
Palest:mans Primakov

ABU DIIABI, t :
Moscow hclm;-- t FLU
- for the Palestinian peo-
ple but it is up to the
Palestinians themselves to
choose representatlives to a
Middic East pcace conlercnee,
presidential envoy
Yevgeny Primakov said here,

reporis AFP.
"We belicve the PLO is the

representative of the
Palestinian ple and we
agree that should

he said lalc Saturday during a
visit to the United Arab
Emirates (UAE).

groundwork for Lhe peace fo-
rum and lrying o narrow dif-
ferences on Palestinian repre-
scntation.

Primakov, who is alse on n
rcgional lour said Lhe confer-
cnce may be delayed but that
Moscow slill wanted it to con-
vene in October.

"We want the conferenec to
be held on schedule, which is
October,” he said. “Buat il there
is any dclay, this is because of
consultations with the US and
efforts lo cnable the Europeans
to attend the confcrence.”

He said this was intended
to “cnsurc pesitive resulls that
will serve the future of peace
in the Middic East.”

Primakov's lalks hcre also
focused on beolstering Sowvict-
Arab tics.

During his briel stopover,
he delivered a from
Soviet President Mikhatl
Gorbachev (o UAE President
Sheikh Zayed Ibn Sultan Al
Nahayan, officials said.

Primakov said late
that Sovict rclations with
countirics arc o remain strong
despite  political changes in
the Soviet Union, but will be
bascd on cconomic ties rather

than ideclogy.

Referendum on fate of Lenin's embalmed body urged

MOSCOW, Scpl 15 : The
niece of Soviel state founder
Viadimir Lenin called on

Tension continued to run
high on the Soviet Undon's

of Ceorgn and Ruerboign "

In a letter bo Pravda, Olga
Ulyanova sharply criticised a
propousal by M lo move
the embalmed body of Lenin,
who dicd in 1924, from s
Red Squarc maasoleum and

him in SiL Petersburg

side his mother.
t:n: . would become
“’hm jecring on the ashes

Viadimir Lenin, Ulyanova
wrote, a decision about

decal a huge symbolic blow to
the disgraced Communist
Party, whose activilies werc
suspended by President
Mikhail Gorbachev afler lasi
momnths' fatlcd coup.

The coniroversy is due 10
come o a head on October 2 at

the [lirst scsste [ the
Suprenwe Soviet v the now

posi-coup r siruciure,
dominated by individual re-

Darh-chvw o a
debate on a put for-
ity e g
L!.I"IIHI I:ody should be re-

moved from the Mausolcum
and buried in St Petersburg s

Volkovskoye cemctery with his

mot her

Sobchak and other Hberals,
now in the ascendant, say this
would be In accordance with
| ervin's last wish

But Ulyanova, daughter of
one of Lenin's brothers, hotly
coniested this in her letter 1o
Mravda.

“The rumours about a last
will of V1 Lenin are not based
on any documents, she wrote.

Thousands of public statues
of Lenin have and
strocts that_bore his namce are
resuming Jheir original titics
as his revered image dissolves
in a wave of anti-Communism.

in the breakaway Republic
of Georgin, the nationalist

keadership, under fire from in-

tellectuals and students, post-
poned the start of the school

Georgian authorities also
banned publication and distri-
mh“mnl hostile o

a

The Republie's capiial
Thilisi has the scene of
daily demonstrations for and
against President Zviad
m an ardent na-

wh to take his

i

Al lcast 3,000 Georgians
demonsirated against

Ganmakhurdia en Friday in the
latest large street protest and
later marched to the

o support a protest vigil by
academics.

in Azerbaijan, unidentified

lh::nhn held 84 passengers
x train
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Republie of

near the lrantan
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ported.

. which declared
ndent after the
tense since an
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