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The rickshawpuller has been my companion
lo work and back for ycars now. | cannot ig-
nore his presence or personality, When the
auto-rickshaws and the "Mishuk® are beyond

z means the slow paced Ben lur will do the

\\'Mlnnno&uawnnmnhl}ulih:um
times fed sob storics all the way to the
destinalion and flinally again at reaching the
point where she wants Lo be dropped ofl. *My
mother 18 sick an | don't have for her
medicines. My grown up daughter must be
married off and | haven't enough for the dowry.
cash for my licence and I'm harassed
day by thc police. I've been beaten up;
can you nol see I.hc callousc¢s and bruises?”
These are the pal phrases that they expecl you
to swallow, and shell out ten taka notes, as il
minting moncy were some privale prcoccupa-
tion of yours.

These jabbering, blabbermouths will revel in
commenting on the political situalion. They
will tell you quite confidently that even il a “la-
rishta” comes down to rule Bangladesh there
will not be an cnd to -
turbulent scencs

and - disscntions.
They will have jfin-

gles and rhymes pro

§§.

ycl they are capablc
of iving mini
lpeojna, and onc

somelimes

‘mucd al ‘their
nowledge of Lhe

U-!ER nnd not L
Ihlcnmg to conversations of
tltrhkl ridtﬂlwurﬂerhuwmnn have
:'IH'Illlnglcbl:rﬂ radio in lhc!rnl'nckl and
hovels, in the slum areas where they dwell.
These shawpullers, an integral part of

ltt scene in Dhaka, have sometimes uncanny

aboul where (o buy things. can
n fstruct you aboul where lo go for a sale
date, where there will be no peeping or prying.
| in the ‘bazaar’ area”, one of the cha-
advised me. You can walk and
sip a drink or have ‘chaat’ and
you are simply shopping.
rain and | nceded some
to be picked up on the
. My rickshaw

ec wny
plwcrty-lu:h.n rickshawallas by the well-

. booted and ﬂnut police.
Hll-lll:liml:l the rickshaw man has just ar-

Plea to help mentally retarded |

My Friend the Tiny Charioteer

by Fayza Haq

rived in the cily and has no idea where even
Motijheel or Dhanmondi are located, leave
alone places like Tikatully and Hatirpool or
Bhuter Galli. On occasions | have witnessed

ungsicers of 12 panting and pulfing with the
paddies. | have even scen a woman doing the
conventional job of the man on a Friday, and
she actually appcarcd quite plcased with her-
sell. This was ncar the Foreign Office. One
knows of more than one rickshaw repair work-
er in the city between Shabagh and Moham-
medpur. To see a woman of the driving scat
was unusual indeed. | have also bee driven by
men with one hand only. Their confidence and
accu arc rcmarkable.

At times they will tell how how they arc over

30 and yel can hardly support their parents in
the village. “1 haye no hopes of a wile and child
for years, | assure you," said a whimpering man
as he dropped me ofl near the Goethe Insti-
tute. Of coursc, have no fear, 1 suspect thesc
men to scrape together enough for the local al-
coholic drink at the' Mchtar Patti or to see
some accommodalting ¢ay girl.

You have to be
polite and address
the rickshawpuller
as "Bhai” as you are
' { dcsperate to reach
i§ your office, home,
your friend's place
or even the markct
g for that matter in
‘3 1ime, and be in one

picce..
They love swear-
- ing and swaggering
with their comrades
and will even put l:ﬁ
ge of hut words and swinging
kicks. This is specially so when they have a
woman passcnger. Their theatrical abilitics im-
prove with the of a live audience
in the form of the confused overwhelmed
WOman passcnger. |

Sometimes can be so L and ag-
gressive and have the daredevil tendency in
them, that they will dare to overtake overload-
ed buses and “"tempos”. They have constant
conflicts with motor cars, who naturally fecl
they have the right of the way, being bigger
and more powerful vehicles.

These rickshawallas love making small con-
versalion dcspile their sweat and struggle.
When they pick you up or drop you they will
sometlimecs question you about your job or even
the ownership of the residence where you are
getting ofl. “That's a big house you live inl”
they { comment, not realising that two-
thirds of il is on rent.

Often when Lthey ask for the extra money, as
when thcy must detour near the Press Chub,
where therc are repeated gatherings, they will
not fail to flaller you with “plcasc Apa” thus
flaunting their limited vocabulary of English.
While some love to overcharge you and will
sometimes quolc you fantaslic prices and make
your blood-pressure shoot up, some can be ex-
tremcly honcst and give you back the right
change — when you are absent minded and
wrapped up in your colleague's reecnt ro-
mance, or the boss's sign of cynicism.

exchan

Mrs Solvi’ Knudsen, The NFPU President. who mented by SCEMRB in differ-
President of Norwcglan g jeading a four-member c¢nt districts: of the country.
Assoclation ef Menlally Norwegian delegation on a They visiled SCEMRD
Retarded (NFP'U), Saturday un- weck-long visit 1o Bangladesh,  branches in Chittagong, Sylhct,
vefled a plaque commgmorat-  aiso stressed the need for gen-  Feni, Comilla and Nangalkot
ing her organisation's donation crosity of wealthy scctions of Rural Pro in Comilla dis-
of more than onc acre plot of the sociely for extending help  Lrict which are being grouped
land along with a buflding (0 toward thesc unfortunate peo- together to conslituilc a

the Soclety for the Carc and phk. "calchment arca® for develop
Education of Mentally Other members of the dele- ment of programmes for the
Retarded in DBangladesh gation are : Bjug Ringstad, mentally rciarded particularly
(SCEMREB) at 4, Eskaton Chairman of NFPU Commitice in far-flung regions.
Garden in Dhaka, reports 18S. for Aid to Developing

Addressing a briel function Countries, Mrs. Lena Richter, Later, the NFPU signcd a

on Lhe occasion, Mrs Knudsen
said the emblem would sym-

Exccutive Director of NFPU
and Karl Johan llaancs, NFPU

ment with SCEMREB to support

bolise and solidarity Coerdinalor. . iLs until 1993,

of NFPU with SCEMRE for de- The délegation, which s Alamgir M A Kabir,
velopment of Lhe ts lo- leaving Dhaka today for Nepal President of SCEMRB and
ward the welfare of mentally. camc o Bangladesh (o evaluate former presidential adviser, in
rctarded in Bangladesh. the projects being imple-  his welcome speech, said the

fraternal cooperation between

Metropohtan

The Barily Star 3

T ——

PEOPLE VOTE IN REFERENDUM : Tup row left: ‘U’oten mmg out after vntmg deu]mt.a rains that ﬂﬁoded the polling centre of andahad High School.

Top row right : Queue at a centre of Mumhlgam Bottom row left : People awaiting in a line to cast their votes at a city centre. Bottom row right : Law
enforcing personnel guarding a pollmg centre in the city on Sunday. ;

—Star photo

enthrals Pak audience |

, The visiting 10-mcmbar
csh cultural trouped
performed to the resounding
applause of an overflowing au-
dience al the Allama Igbal
Opcn Universily audilorium in
Islamabad Snturday evening. It
was the Lroupce's first perfor-
mance afler their arrival in
Pakistan on Scpumb::r 12, ac-
cording o a * reccived
in Dhaka Sunday, rcports 3SS.
Aller two more evenings at

Islamabad, the troupe, will
move on for performances at
l.Laheore, Karachi and
| lyderabad. ]

Scnale Chairman and Acting
'resident Wasim Sajjad was
the chiel guest at the function.
In a-shorl specech, Wasim
Sajjad stressed on the need for
morc [requent exchange ol
cultural, trade and studcnts’
delegations belween Pakistan
and DBangladesh to reinforce
the excclient relations.

e said that Bangladesh was
a land of rich literary, agtistic
and cullural traditions and the
visit by the cultural. troupc
symbolised the strong bonds of
history. rcligion and culture

HERE and THERE

Jamaat

Acting Ameer Abbas Ali

Khan and Sccretary Gencral
Moulana Matiur Rahman

Nizami of Jamaat-e-lslami on
Sunday fclicilated the peopic

for participaling in the refer-

endum dcspite the existing

flood situation and inclement
weather.

The Jamaa! lcaders in a
statcment exprossed Ltheir sin-
cerc greelings Lo the fellow
counirymen lor enthusiasti-
cally participating in the refer-
endum on the 12th
Amcndment Bill the
Constitution.

"We express our gratitude
o the Almighty Allah as the
referendum been held in a
peaceful atmosphere and we

ol

notthern and southern re

Klons.

Genceral Sccretary ol the
Party |lumayun Kabir lliru in a
stalement cxpressed conceern
over Lthe outbreak of diarrhoca
in the Nood-hit regions.

Madrasha Teachers

ASSOC

Bangladesh Madrasha
Teachers Association on
Sunday demanded legal action
against Mawlana Mannan and
his sons UBahauddin and
Mainuddin for repressing the
workers of the Dainik Inquilab.

A statememnt signed by Alhaj
Khairul Islam Jessori,
President of the Association
also demanded reinstatement
of the terminated workers

Dhaka's cultural team | Khaleda greets

|

PM of Papua
New Guinea

Prime Minister  Begum
Khaleda Zia Sunday grected
the Prime Minister ol Papua
New Guinea Rabbic Namaliu on
the occasion ol the country's
independerce day, reports
UNB.

"I on behall ol the goyern
ment, peoplec ol Bangladesh
and on my own bchalf, convey
to your excellency our sincere
felicitations ‘on-the auspicions

occasion of the independence .

day of Papua New Guinca”, she
said in a message.

She also c¢xtended her best
wishes for his personal health
and happincss and for the
progress and prosperity ol the
people.of Papua New Guinca.

The Prime Minister also fe-
licitated the Governor General
of Papua New Guinea Screi Eri
on Lhe oceasion of the coun-
try's indcpendence day.

Begum Zia, in a scparale
message, [clicitaled the
Mcxican President Carlos
Salinas on the indcpendcence
day of the country.

| clect a president,

12th Amendment Bill
rejected : Freedom Party

By Staff Correspondent

Frcedom Party on Sunday
charged that announcements
were being made in favour of
yes' voles by rigging the re-
sults of the referendum.

A mecting of the ccntral
exceulive committec of the
party was held at its central of-
fice to review the overall situa-
tion of the referendum. The

meetini Was prestediby parftly
_co-chairman Col. (Reid) Abdur

Rashid.

The meting decided on the
basis ol available information
that although not more than
five to seven per cent of the
volers turned out at the polling
stations, a large number of
those voted 'no’ in the refler-
cndum.

According Lo informalion il
has becn proven beyond doubt
that the people have rejected
the- 12th Amcndment 13ill ‘to
the Constilution and have pro-
vided a clear verdict o keep
their rights to vote [recly to
the state-

ment added. .

The statement also pointed
oul thata conspiracy to rig the
results of the referendum was
alrcady underway to snatich
away Lhe viclory of volers
achicved through voting 'no,

The meeting urged the
Acting President, the Election
Commission and the adminis-

“trabioh to miake sure that the
wictwry of the people cannot be |

snalched away by any quartcr.

One crushed
under wheels

of a train

A youngman was crushed
under the whcels of a train
ncar Gulbag in the city Sunday,
reports UNL3.

The mishap occurred when
the victim — Zullikar Ali (25),
a4 worker of Meghna Garmentls
— was Uying to cross Lhe rail
line at 7.30 am on his way to
the factory al Malibag.

Reliance is not just a Name.
YOou can come and see

seck help from Him to make The association clatmed the

for yourselt.

than nine years when | 4.0 journc
-y at democracy a pews r and the Inquilab
Bangladcsh Institute for success, the statement said. hulHr::twn:ﬂ: cstablis with
JSD the hard carncd moncy ol

Marasha (cachers and de-
manded to hand over ils own-
crahip Lo ‘Jamiatul

Modarrcshin l'hal by ASZ

Show of meh ﬁlm

The show of the French film 'L'Armec Des Ombers will
- place at the Allance Francaise (26, Mirpyr Road,

Dhanmondi) in the city (Monday) at 8.30 pm.

Jatlya Samajtantrik Dal
(Rab) on Sunday demanded
adequale reliel malerials lor

¥

Story of the fllm: A of men and women in the re- _ m—— _
pistance in French, although action is largely pre- A \”,\' X li O |
sent in the narration, Jean-Pierre Melville secems o be chicfly Sﬂ ed ]
Jnterested in the mods and ﬂmcmm . . -
anxiety, conlilicts, and cnds with a psychological is soiarded.
favourite themes are there, fricndship, honour, fair-play, but s | htemomnmumum
also, al the core of the story, their opposiie, treason. All the The SCEMRB President |
actors and particularly Paul Mcurissc are excellent said, with the NFPU's su hm mll)fan

Rotary Club meeting tics for the mentally retarded By Btaff Corresponden

The weckly general meeting of the Club of | i» Dhaka and 22 other dis- Met office said yhndaymﬂ I-umt pell [
Dhaka Central will be held today (Monday) at 1.30 pm in g“ﬁ“;‘ﬂ“ﬂw-ﬂt—ﬂ O sy g bteara o S s m_;h:'
Dhak 1 Sheraton Hotel. SCEMRD activitics wou Dhaka_ T

ﬁmm—nmwﬂhmwmm :ﬂ"hiﬂtﬂ&ﬂdhﬂrm- I :'_:' langail, Mymcns fhet and
will speak on ‘youth activities.’ m"" :W”:::z:r.’; it would Lake at least four more days Lo cross the regions.

A Joint meeting of the Daintk Bangla nion and | ©sted persons. |  Rainfall in Dhaka on Sunday was 120 mm which was the
hmwmwmummnh;id lhe e b o A highest in the country.
Dainik Bangla office today (Monday) at 12 noon. rring RN Met office forecasts rain or thundershower with hea '

- will discuss the situation prevailing at the P‘*" "m;d'"ﬂ:' 'r"""'":":: | c.l:hmr-l ::w-uu:rDl-mlt.nn:ih‘-mlnu-nnr::'.lll-w:rlluglmv‘wjIr Reliance has proved that it is not just another insurance Company. Reliance is here 10
Bication of which has been remaining -im:nm Kabir s v i and Ragshahi divisions during the next meet the needs of a changing world. Our strong back-up of human resources, in-depth
P G [Py PSRRI lotted at Eskaton area o “mnmmnmh"ﬁ" market know-how and wealth of experience give us the strength to provide the security

. L Club SEElI;JP:‘nd ml’l'lh Day temperature is likely to remain ncarly unchanged over
m 1 42 for blis] = the country. Rain fall activities would increase during the next for all your general insurance needs.
The regular mecting of the Lions Club of Dhaka Oriental, Hrﬂm I nli:rr two days.
will be held today (Monday) at 5 pm at the ""'""""""‘I;“‘""’ Sunset in Dhaka on Monday at 6-02 pm and sunrise al 5
Dircetor's chamber of the United Commercial Bank Limited. mwmm 46 am on v "EXPERIENCE * STRENGTH - SECURITY
umidit rded | nd
; 1‘:::::-1“ s y reco n major cities a REL'ANCE
Citles/Towns  Temperature in Celuius Ih.:thrrtw |N8URANCE
meax min : .
A8 JRIONE. SNIOWE B Dhelen 270 Womre - s LIMITED {
~ ' — :w 1.4 25.5 83 80
- G'rl G“l‘b‘ Pcm D‘Y Ashral-ud-Dowla, first Vice | Khulna 32.5 26.0 78 92 DHAXA-1000, BANGLADESH
Bangladcsh Girl Guides will observe Teace Day’ tomorrow I‘rﬂldml. Wajidu! Islam, sec- Satkhira 72 8 25 6 B2 94 :r—-nmmmm
. ond Vice President, Abdul lhet 27.3 26.7 100 B4 olox 671108
miﬂﬂtﬁ.lmﬁ'ﬂhﬂﬂh Matin, Cencral, G W gﬂ'll_f 31.4 24.5 78 77
Bafly Hoad Guide House audfioriumng at 9 am. HC . Treasurer, of- | Comdlla 30.0 25,0 L1 R
Education and Cultural Affairs Minister, Prof Badruddoza Dinajpur 30.3 28.3 93 87
Choudhury will atiend the meeting as the chicl guest. Harisal 30.5 44 5 a7 2



