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AL vows to establish |
true democracy

By Staff Correspondent
Central loaders of the couniry, Sajeda called o earry
Awami League at a public forward the [resh meovement
mecting Salurday vowed to under the leadership of Sheikh
continue Lhelr movement o Hasina to pul democracy on a

Saturday's hall-day hartal due
to ‘maulecratic’ and
‘undemocratic’ conduct by the
party even aller the all

awlocracy in the country,
the AL lcaders old Lthe meet-

attempt’ on the AL chief
Sheikh Hasina, lerrorism and
vole-rigging during
Wednesday's by-clections in
the capital.

The AL leaders called upon
the muling party to shun the
path ol 'viclcnce' and loliow
democralic norms so that the
people’'s [aith in democracy
does mnol erode. Otherwisc,
they wamed, they would be
compelled to launch a demo-
cratic movement o unseat the
BNP government [rom power
in a democratic way.

Organised by Lhe city AL,
the meeting was addressed by
AL presidium members Sheikh
Abdul Aziz, Abdul Mannan, and
Quamruzzaman, General
Secretary Choudhury,
Joinl Secrclarics Amir |lossain
Amu, Abdul Jalil, Or
Secretary Tolael Ahmed,
Publicily Sccretary Md Nasim,
Matia Choudhury, Mofazzal
Hossain Choudhury Maya and
others. City Unit chicl Mozailar
Hossain Maltu was in the chair.

Sajeda Choudhury MP, ad-
dressing Lthe mecting, said that
people, through successfully
obscrving Lthe artal cxpressed
their "ne-conlidence” in the

BNP government and
prolesied the ‘attempl’ on
Sheikh |lasina.

The BNP had unveiled its
aulocralic character to the
people by letting loose terror-
ism, rigging votes during the
by-elcctions and other anti-
people steps in its six-month
rule, she alleged.

Sajeda blamed, the BNP of
being contradictory in its
words and deeds. "The party
(BNP] was commilled Lo
restoring democracy in the
country. Bul it started follow-
ing the same path that the
falicn regime of Ershad had
adopted alfter assuming
power,” she remarked.

Congratulating the people
for observing Lthe hartal in the
cily and elsewhere in the

plc's emancipation and ensure
rule of law in the country. AL
won't leave the streets until its
movement becomes successiul,

norms had (rus-
trated the nation on
Scptember 11 by resorting lo

code of conduct of the .

Under the rule of BNP,
ﬂ:uﬂnuﬂm mﬂmﬁu
o improve t Lhe
commonman, rather repres-
sion on them incre . he
added.

The by-clection was BNI's
EE:h.ruy test, bul it tolally

| A bonfire at Hatirpool Bazar in the city during the hartal hours Saturday.
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‘Violence marks hartal

From Page 1 Col. 5
while DBDR patrolled the
streets of Dhaka.

During the hartal hours, all

Sheikh Hasina, nor did she | transports were ofl the sureels

order action against the at-
tacker, he regreited adding
Khaleda's acts proved her in-
volvement in the incident.
Sheikh Abdul Aziz warned

that Khaleda Zia would have

the same fatc as Ershad if she
did not stop rcpression and
terrorism let loosc by her
party and administration.

Amir llossain Amu said that
the people observing the hartal
across the country rcjected
the BNP government. The au-
locralic steps by the ruling
BNP were pushing the country
towards a civil war, he added.

Amu caulioned that his
party would be forced to resort
lo acltion againsl 'autocratic
acts’ and rcpression on AL ac-
tivists if the. ruling party did
nol shun the path ol vielence.
"AL has the strength to topple
the vernmenl within six
months”, he commented.

Abdul Jalil cxpressed the
determination of the AL to
overthrow the 'nco-autocracy’
in the country.

Tolacl Ahmed said that
Ershad was given ten years' Rl
for posscssing illegal arms, but
the armed attacker of Hasina
was rcleased afler being
handed over (o the police.

Tofacl Ahmed MP pointed
out that ex-President Ershad
was given ten years' Rl by the
present government. But the
government's I’rime Minister

led armed youths d the
by-clections and viola the
election codc.

Allcging widcspread vio-
lence and vote-rigging in the
by-elections Tolael said that
people did not oust aulocracy
lo expecricnee the same again.

JCD calls hartal a conspiracy,
urges ‘yes’ votes

- By Staff Correspondent

Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
WJCD), the student wing of
ruling BNP, Friday said thc
hartal called by Awami League
was designed Lo thwart the
referendum and obstruct the
democralic process by desta-
bilising the dcmocratically
clected government.

The JCD leaders at a rally in
front of the National Press Club
terthed the hartal as a
“conspi " and called upon
the people to foil this through
massive castling of 'yes' votes in
favour of system.
- The rally was arranged by
the JCD's city unit to protest
what it called atiempt to man-
handle its convencr Meer
Shawkot Ali MP during by-
elections in the city and also Lo
campaign for 'yes' voles.
Presided over by JCD city unit
President Abul Khair Bhuiyan,
the rally was addressed among
others by DUCSU VP
Amanullah Aman and GS
Khairul Kabir Khokon, RUCSU
- VP Rizvi Ahmed,: DU Secnate
member Fazlul Hoq Milon and
Moniruzzaman ° Monir,
Kamaruzzaman Raton, [lias Alj,
Abdul Malck, Mosharraf
Hossain Thakur
Nasiruddin Ahmed Pintu.

Amanullah Aman said being
rejected in the February 27
polls, the Awami League, tak-
ing the Jaliya Party along, was
now trying to deslabilising thc
BNP government by implicat-
ing it in incidents fabricatcd by
it. Pcople have voted the BNP
fo power and they will resist

any conspir nst it to
nu!lr'turc .l%raﬁycd;ﬁ’g democ-
racy, he obscrved.

He said that the incident at
Green Road on Wednesday was
pre-planned by Awami Leaguc
and s terrorisl. supporters

opened fire on Jubo Dal leader
Abdul Wahed and manhandled
Meer Shawkat Ail MP.

How the cartridge of a bul-
let was found in fromt of

—— —

and '

lHasina's vehicle? He asked.
The [ire was opened by AL
workers Hemayetullah, Liakot
and Awaranga (o terrorise
people and casl [alse vote, he
alleged. Meer Shawkat and
Wahed came under attack as
they resisted thce attempt of
[alsc voling, he said.

BSS adds:. Making an
oblique reference to Awami

‘League Amanullah Aman said,

the le would not accept
the political formula injected
by India through a party.
"Peoplc would resist any move
to undermine our lmrdrfruarmﬂ
indepecndence and
sovercignty,” he added.

lie called upon the people
to rally round BNP to
strenglthen and unite the ma-
tionalist forces under the lead-
ership of Begum Khaleda Zia,
the tested uncompromising
leader of the nation.

Amanullah Aman said, the
pecople did not want hartal or
terrorism. They, rather wanted
peace, stability and develop-
ment, he added.

Aman said that the attitude
of Awami League at a moment
when democracy was going to
gel institutional shape created

doubt the pe aboul
the motive nF Sheikh Hasina.

Acid thrown
Into cop's
house: 3 injured

From Our Correspondent

MYMENSINGH, Scpt 14:
Miscreants threw acid into the
residence of a police officer
this morning injuring three of
its inmates. The police officer,
Ashrafuzzaman an ASI is now
in charge of Trishal police sta-
tion.

Two of his sons, both col-
lege students and his son- in-
law were injured in the acid
allack.
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in the capital city. Only some
o of the siatr-onnid BIE
few ol the siale

buscs plicd [rom o
Mohammedpur under police
cscorl. Inler-cily bus services
from Gabtalli, Sa and
Mohakhali terminals did not
opcralc.

Shops, supcrmarkets, busi-
ness cslablishments, courts
and educalional institutions
rcmained clesed while banks
and financial institutions kept
their shuticrs down during Lhe
hartal.

Allendance in the govern-
menl and private offices was
thin till noon as olfice-gocrs
had Lo walk to reach their
deslinations.

Primc Minister Khaleda Zia
and other Ministers attended

passengers of the bus were
injured and later first aid
al the Dhaka ical College
lHos pital.

A molor bike was sct ablaze
by harial supporters al the
Science Laboratlory galc at
around 9 am and a baby taxi
was also damaged al the samc
place.
Rickshaws and somc other
vehicles came under attack of
the agitators in other parts of
the efty Including Maghbaszar,
Kamalapur, Jatrabari, Nilkhet,
Nawabpur and Azimpur.
Mckelers also burnt tyres al
BBijoy Sarani and other places
in the city.

Supporicrs of AL and BNP
clashed at DBegunbari and
Suritola in which two AL ac-
tivisls were injured.

Railway communicalions
were disrupted al some

in the country due to hartal

Railway sources said that all

the trains cxcluding six have

A boy hospitalised with
hartal hours Saturday.

their sccretariat olffices yes-
terday.

Explosions of crackers were
hcard in the city in the morn-
ing from diffcrent areas and
iwo pcrsons suslained injurics
from the blasts.

Police rcsorted lo
lathicharge on pro-hartal
decmonstrators at Farm Gale
around 9 am and live pcople
including two Chhatra League
lcaders were arrested [rom
that spol.

The student leaders are — I3
M Mojammel and Momtaj-
uddin Mchdi, both joint
sccrelarics, BCL central
commillee.

Two rounds of
shells were lobbed on pro-
hartal demonstrators at
Karwan DBazar.

Another procession ol pro-
hartal activists was dispcrsed
by policc al the north gale of
Baitul Mukarram at around 10-

lcargas

30 am. Four rounds of tcargas

sheclls were lobbed on the
demonstralors who were also
lathicharged by police,
re were some chascs
and counter-chases belwceen
police and demonstrators at
Gulistan and Bangabandhu
Avenue in the morn Police
- resoried o lathic on Lhe
agitalors and arrested somc AL
activists from these places.
A government stalfl bus
coming towards the

Sceretlarfal, came under allack
by the pro-hartal agilalors.
Four government employces,
who wcre among the
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injuries he

‘pickelers

..........

*raced during the |
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run on Lheir respective roulces
without any intcrruption.

The inter-city Teesta' train,
251 up uwrain (Mymensingh-
Bahadurabad), 212 down train
(Bahadurabad-Dhaka), 254
down train (Jagannathganj-
Mymensingh), 492 passenger
train (Bonarpara-Shantahar)
and 21 up train (Shantahar-
Lalmonirhat) were held up at
diffcrent points for certain
time ing from hall an hour
to two and hall hours during
the hartal peried, the sources
said.

Biman [lights and riverine
carriers to and [rom Dhaka op-
crated normally.

Central leaders of the
Awami Leaguc claimed total
success of the hartal all over
the country. They alleged that
52 persons were injured dur-
ing hartal whilec about 150
people were taken into cus-
tody in the cily.

According to our corre-
spondent, the hall-day hartal
was obscrved partially in
Narayanganj. Molor vehicles
were ofl the roads, but rick-
shaws plicd.

Besides, waler transports
also opcraled as usual. Plying of
rickshaws was resisted by the
pickclers but plied following
police intervention.

Train communications be-
tween Dhaka and Narayanganj
were disrupled alter some
allacked the B
o'clock train that started from
Narayanganj railway station.

| the mills and factories

including the Adamjee Jute
Mills and government and
non-governmenl  offices re-

mained open during the hartal,
but atiendance was thin. .

The district Awami League
held two rallics — one at the
Diamond lHall Square and the
other in front of the AL office.

AL leaders Prof Nazma
Rahman,  Shah Mizanur
Rahman, Shahed Rahman,
Advocate Asaduzzaman, Mujfbul
Islam, Chhatra League leader
Shamim Osman and Abu
Hasnat Mohammad Shahid
Badal and othcrs afldressed
the rallics.

The specakers thanked the
people for obscrving the hartal
and demanded immediate ar-
rest of the allacker of AL chiefl
Sheikh llasina.

Our Chillagong correspon-
dent adds: AL lcast twenly per-
sons were injured in sporadic
clashes and chasc and counter-
chascs during Saturday’'s hall-
day hartal in the Port City.

Witncsses said clashes ook
place between Awami League,
supporters and anti-hartal
forces at lalishahar, ;
Stalion Road, Bipani Bitan
crossing and Jamal Khan arcas.

Among the injured, ten
persons were rushed tb hospi-
lal and clinics.

Rallies were held by Awami
Leaguc al different places in
the city durin hartal.
Excluding a few ric ws, all
transporis stayed ofl the roads

highways

and ;

Most of the shops and mar-
kcts  remaine closcd.
Altendance was thin in offices
and busincss places.

Functioning of the
Chitlagong Port was partially
disrupted while the produc-

tlion in mosl of the mills and
factorics in the industrial belt
was hampcred.

Our BAU ndent re-
ports [rom Mymcnsingh: The
six-hour hartal called by the
Awami Lecaguc was observed
peacclully in Mymensingh. All
vchicles were off the roads
while shops, ollices and edu-
cational instilutions remained
closed during hartal hours.
Processions were brought out
by pro-hartal forces.

Our Ishurdi corrcspondent

adds: llartal was obscrved
peacefully in Ishurdi. All vchi-

cles were off the roads and ed-
ucational institutions remained
totally closed while attendance
in the offices was thin.

Our correspondents from
Chuadanga, Gopalganj, Rang-
pur, Jhenidah and Gazipur also
rcporied that the hartal was

. observed in those places.

In Jhenidah, a Juba League
worker was Injured when
some young mcn hit him with
an iron rod as he askced a
shopkeceper to closc his shop
at Kanchan Nagar in the town
during 41hc hartal hours
Saturday, wilnesses said.

BSS reports [rom Khulna: A
hall-day strikc called by Awami
Leaguc was obscrved as part ol
the country-wide programme,

During thc strike period
vehicular traflic went olf the
roads and long distance road
and river communications re-
mained suspended hall-day
Saturday. Allcndances were
thin in government and semi-
government offlices
transactions in [inancial insti-
tutions also remained sus-
pcnded.

while |

The visiting Sri Lankan
Forcign Minister J E |larold
Herat, called on Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia at
her residence Saturday
evening and handed over an
invitation from President R

Prcmadasa to attend the sixth

I SAARC summit in Colombeo in

carly November, reports BSS.

Begum Zia thanked Herat
for the letter and gladly ac-
ceplted the invilation to atiend

the summit. She said she was
llnnkinl forward to be in
Colombo for the summit.

The Prime Minister reiter-
ated Bangladesh's firm com-
mitment to the SAARC and
said h was eager to
work closely with other SAARC
member countries for Lhe
conlinued progress and
strengthening of the group in
' future,

‘Khaleda accepts invitation to
Colombo summit

Begum Zia conveyed her
personal greetings to
President Premadasa and ex-
tended an invitation o him o

visit Bangladesh.
Herat recalled that Shahecod

President Ziaur Rahman [irst
mooted the idea of the SAARC
and that the SAARC came into
existence in Dhaka.

Indo-Pak talks
on Kashmir

postponed

ISLAMABAD, Sept 14: India
and Pakistan have postponed
talks aimed at casing border
tension in dispuled Kashmir
stalec, a Pakistan Foreign
Ministry spokesman said today
reporis Reuter,

3 killed, 30
hurt in Rangpur
road accident

From Our Correspondent
RANGPUR, . 14: At least
threc pecople died and 30
others were injured in a road
accident on the Rangpur—
Bogra highway at Baldipukur.
The accident took place
when two buses tried to over-
take each other.
Two died on the spot and
the other in the hospital.
wong the 30 injured, 15
were admitted to Rangpur
Medical College Hospital
Mecanwhile, the bus which
fell into flood walers beside
the same highway at

Bairagiganj on Thursday was

recovered by Lhe fire service |

personnel today. Bul no body
could be recovered from the

bus or adjoining arcas.

Ershad’s tnal
now 1O resume
Sept 18
By Staff Correspondent

The | Judge Court
trying de d President
Ershad nolt be resumcd
on Salurday duc to hartal
calied by the Awami League.

The court which was ad-
fourned on Scptember 14 was
scheduled to resume yesterday
at 10.00 am. However, Judge
Mohammad AN Khan of the
Special Judge Court informed
the caretaker of the venue of
the court adjacent to the
Central Jafl that the trial of
Ershad will now resume on
Scptember 18.

Ershad is now bcing tried
lor amassing wealth [rom be-
yond known sources of In-
COoOmw.

Meanwhile,
General Aminul |

Altoerncy
who s

Hasina thanks
people for making
hartal a success

¥

emmenl was silent Ihm.ll.l"hc
sclf- decclared killers of
Bangabandhu who had been
making objcclionable statc-
ments against referendum.

She sald after the fall of au-
tocral Ershad the nallon ex-
pecled that a fair demogratic
political proccss would return
to the country. But unfortu-

naicly the present mont
was the democraltic
rules and princi one afler
anolher, she

DUAAC reviews
campus situation
By DU Correspondent

" Dhaka University Acadcmic
Atmosphcre Council (DUAAC)
al a meeling here  Saturday
decided to form a monitoring
commilice comprising the
Proctor, rovosts and student
leaders to monitor campus sit-
uation.

The mecting also decided
to form hall units of the moni-
loring commilice to oversee
the situation and check entry

of oulsiders. The monitoring
commilltee will meet daily

during the first week aller the
university reopens on
Scptember 17. After the [irst
weck, regular scheduled
meelings will continue. |

The mecting urged the law
enlorcing agency lo take action
against the campus terrorists.
Vice-Chancellor Profl
Moniruzzaman Miah presided
over the meeting.

While addressing the
meeling he said the university
authority would maintain neu-
trality and utmost eflorts
would be taken to maintain

campus pcace.

Investigators
question
Gorbachev

MOSCOW, Sepl 14 : Soviel
President Mikhail Gorbachev
spent two hours today giving
detailed testimony as part of
the eriminal investigation into
last month's failed coup against
him, Tass news agency said,
rcports Reuter.

The briel report said
President was questioned by
sovict and Russian investiga-
tors jointly for the
inquiry inte the sell-pro-
claimed Stale Emergcency
Commitice which announeced
it had taken power on August
19. g

Lhe

It gave no dectails of

Gorbachev's testimony.

The Russian Proseculor's
Office said on Wednesday that
10 of the 14 people arrested
on suspicion of ing the
coup had pleaded not I':lhy to
ireason charges. One ad-
mitted all the charges and
three had given admis-
slons.

If convicted, the conspira-
lors could face the (firing
squad.

Those arrested included
former chairman of the Soviet

Mlmz-'m
friend. Russian officials have
said he was the brain behind

the August 19 coup.
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today
. Earlier this week Beljing sct up relations with
baltic states, Latvia and Estonia, reports Reuter.

%,

caITy
as planned, a senior Forcign

Saturday. The ald will be extended 10

Assistanl Forcign Minisler

|
cmm—.—dﬁmhnlo&thh

Al will bo ¢
of

levaled o the
whilc a new

may be inducted as Deputy
Spcaker

Incumbent Foreign

. Ministcr Mustaflzur Rahman

who has emerged as the one

tiun the other factors includ-
ing the intcention of the 'extra

In this case the name of
Mustafizur Rahman as

Jresident of the country may
come up promincenl But

Mustafiz ‘himscil ‘pn.-i:r
w remain Forcign Minister

rather than become a titular
President, it is learnt.

On the other hand, Dr
Badruddoza Chowdhury who
first intended to become
Forcign Ministcr has started
lobbying to be President un-
less he is made Forcign
Minister.

The possibility of Mirza
Golam Hafiz's becoming
President is being ruled out by
a quarter. Mirza Golam Haliz
expceled to be President has

been given hints that
hc.will have to continue as
Law Minister.

Barrister Zamiruddin
Sircar, who hails from
Panchagarh-1, thc same con-
stituency of Mirza Haliz, was
given nomination from Dhaka
in the reccently concluded by-
clection because there was no
possibility of va of the
Panchagarh scat. llowever,
Mirza llafiz still intends to be
President.

Besides, the non-MDPs in the'
BNP have also shown a great
rcason that the BNP should
choose a President [rom
among the party leaders who
are not MPs, so that therc
should not be any meeessity lo
hold anothér by-clection in a
vacated scal.

Among the non-MPs, the

w cabinet

names of Justice Mogsumul
lHakim and former Chicl
Justice Badrul Halder
Chowdhury are alse being

considered,

According o an Eleetion
Commission source, the Chicf

Election Commissioner will
convene parliament session o
cleet President within 15 days
of the publication of the
gazcette notffication of the re-
sult of the referendum.
Mcanwhile, the BNP leaders
last night satl in a meeting to
prepare a list of the members
of the new cabinecl. According
lo insidcrs, some ncw
may be inducted in the cabi-
nct, which will be compara-
lively larger than the exisling
Among the new faces the
prospcets of Lt Col
Akbar llossain, L K

qy
and Fazlur Rahman Paial arc
bright. '

Abdul Matin Chowdhury
who was namoed Stale Minister.
last ime but did not take nil.th;
may be inducted this time as 4
[ull minister. : “

State Minister Tagiqul
Islam, who is nol an MP but
has devoled to party activitics
may be elevaled o a full minis-
ter.

Howcever, Lhe fales of some
of the cxisting ministers and

state ministers seem to be
shrouded. "
Industries Minisler

Shamsul Islam Khan may be
dropped [rom Lhe eabinet.
Shipping Minister Keramat Ali,
suflering from iliness, may
also be dropped.

Among the State Ministers
Osman Gani Khan, in-charge of
the Establishment Ministry
and Abdul Mannan, in-charge
of a Civil Aviation Ministry may
not be included in the new
cabinet.

‘Insiders of thc BNP told
this correspondent that the
Cabinet = Division,
Establishment and Home

!Mihistry will be retalined by

the Prime Minister. ‘However,
there may be a change in the

allocation of portfolios.

- Diarrhoea
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flowing 42 centimelres above
dangcr level at Aricha and the
Kaliganga B3 centimclres
above rcdmark at Taraghat,
WDD sources said.

In Kishoreganj about
30,000 pcople in four upazilas
have been marconed and
slanding crops in hall a lakh
acres of land washed away.

The flood, coupled with
massive erosion by the surging
Mcghna, aggravated Lhe situa-
tion amid incessant rains and
downflow of water from uppcr

ripartan.

The M was [owing
11 em above danger mark at
Bhairab Bazar this morning,
while its tributaries like
Choraulra and
Arfalkhan also recorded sharp
rise, Waler Development Board
officials here said.

The worst-alfected upazilas
arc Kotiadi, Karimganj, Tarail,

r, Kullarchar, Bhairab
and Riki

The overall flood sftuation
in Faridpur district has detori-
oraled further affecting 75,000
families of five upazilas of the
district.

Aboul 12,000 familics were
marooned in 34 unions of
Sadar, Charbhadrasan,

Sadarpur, Bhanga and
_Jlnl upazilas.

According o Depulty
Commissioner of the district,

about 4,000 pmﬁlc WEIC ma-

.rooned at Charbhadrasan,

3,000 in Sadar, 3,000 In
Sadarpur and 1,000 in Bhanga
and 1,000 in Madhukhali
upazilas.

The district eofficials,
meanwhile, disiributed 80
metric lons of wheat, 25
metric tons of rice and 7 met-
ric tons of ata among the flood
viclims.

In Magura flood water has
engulicd about 2200 acrcs of
land and damuaged standing
crops in B unions ol three

upazilas of the district.

The Gorai and the
Madhumalti rivers swelled fur-
ther and were now flowing
11 centimetres above red-
mark.

The [floed .“uilhnmt:;
Chapainawabganj deterio
further as the Mahananda rose
by another cenlimetre, The
Ganges howover fell by 7 ems. g

!#:: district administration”
are scending to the
NGO burcau in Dhaka about
cme relicl malerials in-
cluding food for wvulnerable
groups and Lem shelter
materials like Cl-sheet, for

Vegelable prices have iIn-
creascd by Taka 3 (o 4 and
price by Taka 2 10 3 per

in Rajshahi and
nawabganj. Hiflsha fish

rice
"
C
and poultry have bevome
r.



