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Future of Rubber
Production

The April cyclone devastated our economy in
many ways. Some of the consequences were

known immediately, others took a little time In
becoming obvious. The damage to our rubber sec-
tor is a case in point. About 8 lakh rubber trees
were during the cyclone as a result of
which our production is expected to fall by 33
per cent, The Forest Industries Development
Corporalion (FIDC) planted about 26 lakh trees
throughout its several projects in the couniry.
The damages caused (o ils plantations were
mainly confined to those in the coastal areas.
Currently there are aboul 150 industrial units
that require rubber as a raw malerial, making for
a total demand of 6,000 tons annually. Generally
about 60 per cent of this total demand is met
through emport, while the rest 40 per cent is
met from domestic production. It is now feared
that 800 tons ol extra rubber will have to be im-
ported to meet the shortfall created by the cy-
clonic devastation.

Rubber plantation has been one of the growth
seclors in Bangladesh. With a view to diversifying
the cash crop production here the authorities
started growing rubber on an experimental basis.
Following its initial success. the plantations were
spread into various parts of the country —
Modhupur, the northern districts and the coastal
areas. The rubber plantations in the coastal areas
were Lhe [irst ones to start. As a rubber tree
needs about eight years to maiure and become
productive, the plantation needs long term plan-
ning and serious looking alter for the trees to
remain healthy.

Rubber is one of the cash crops in the world
whose demand — with the exception of occa-
sional [luctuations — has grown steadily and
whose diverse use has only added to the prospect
of further increase in its demand. Keeping in
mind the fact that the use of rubber in a country
like Bangladesh can only increase and that mak-
ing it an export item may some day become a
possibilily for us, it is perhaps time to pay some
serious allention to this sector which has signifi-
cant polential for :

But we will first have to decide how much of
our limiled and scarce land can we spare for the
spread of rubber plantation. For us land is ex-
tremely valuable and much of it has to be re-
served for Lthe cultivation of rice and other food
crops. Given Lhe fact that rubber plantation is a
long term eflort, the land question must be seri:
ously examined. Having done so, and found that
rubber would give more return in value added
terms, we may give it a more serious attention
than it had received in the recent years. To start
with, we must look into whal various uses we can
put our rubber based industries to, and promote
those relating to our requirement, |

In a )d prone and rain drenched country
like ours, the widespread use of rubber based
products such as shoes and boots, raincoats etc.
is only natural. There are many products of ev-
eryday use that can be rubber based—things of ev-
eryday need to our rural population. Therefore,
the challenge before us is to identify these
needs, create products to meet them. for which
we must establish the relevant industrial units
that can produce them. An area for our emerging
enlrepreneurs to look into.

Cruelty to Children
Must Stop

From when selling flowers is a punishable of-
fence? And how? Who authorised police to pick
up 18 children from in front of the Sheraton
Holel on September 4 in a nightmarish swoop
possible only in Stalin's Russia or Hitler's
Germany or Shamir's West Bank? They cannot
have acted on their own — if they had done so,
they must be disciplined without fail. If they have
done so under order, men capable of giving such
unlawful and irresponsible must be investigated
forthwith and. the responsibility established, re-
moved [rom position of giving orders.

The police are not a particularly admired
agency. The society does not Jove a policeman to
distraction. This has resulted from a long history
of personnel belonging to this cadre abusing their
office and charge and going beyond their
province more as a maller of rule than exceplion.

Whal was the nature of their action on September

4?7 Whoever caused il (o happen — was il un-
known (o them that they had no power to mount
such an operation of inhumanity and raping of
basic rights? |

Women and children are the first victims of
this nalion’s criminals — and there's no saving
them if they are also poor in the bargain. One so
easily forgets that, unfortunately, they are also the
worst targets of police. And in so doing one also
forgets that police is that arm through which the
stale ensures that the strong will be restrained
from the abuse of their strength and the weak
will be protected from the slightest molestation
of their rights — wherein lies the justification of
police enjoys, albeit in a very controlled fashion. a
part of the state's power of coercion. If police fail
to bolster this justification and, on the contrary,
g0 about unde it in cavalier fashion — the
bases of the state will perforce be compromised.
The September 4 incident should be a timely
pointer to concerns of graver consequences than
one would ordinarily suspect. '

Very plainly it was a case of cruelly and irre-
sponsibility towards children which doubly faults
the state. In the first those children shouldn't
have been there at all — they should have gone to
school and from there to home and food and care
and play and study. It is unfortunate that this
slate is failing to make that a reality. And now a
slale agency comes and kidnaps them without
leaving a trace? This must stop.

We, indeed the whole societly, shall be eagerly
wailing to see how police would atone for this.

il e E—pm——

" the

cularly vocal in denoun
the spread

%

landleas households who
constitufé bulk of the rural
population in Banghladesh

. This is, however, too

listic view of the problem.
Mechantsation and the a -
priate rural context the

country must be clearly un-
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as well as intensification of
ultural includ-
uct uti-

programme would usher in the
machine era vital for rural
industrialization and reorienta-
tion of the entire population

toward technology and acqui-
sition of modern skills.

It is technically possible to
extend triple cropping to
nearly the entire cultivated
arca of Bangladesh. In reality,
cropping intensity for the last
two decades has been stagnat-
ing at around 150 per cent
only. To achieve near around
300 per cent cropping inten-
sity, croplands, to quote a
Chinese proverb, should be
yellow in the morning and
green in the evening. This

I article is o suggest

that BCCI in Bangladesh
should be taken over by our
government and then its doors
opened taking advantage of the
provistons of Articles 58 and
59 of our Banking Act. To my
mind, these articles admirably
suit for taking over banking
institutions in Bangladesh in
the kind of situation faced by
BCCI here. Belfore | give my
reasons for it, 1 will briefly
touch upon the history of
closure of BCCI in our country.

Since last July 6. business
of Bank of Credit and
Commerce International
(Overseas) Ltd. has remained
suspended in Bangladesh by
virtue of order of Bangladesh
Bank. The consequences of
closure of BCCI have been hard
for its depositors and those
who have been doing business
with it in numerous ways.
These consequences have been
widely discussed in newspa-
mr: and a writer. Iftikhar

m, mentioned one impor-
tant adverse consequence call-
ing it ‘cross over eflects’ of cin-
sure of BCCI. It refers to the
indirect effects which will
have to be faced by us. They
have backed up numerous bid
bonds and tees for those
who are involved in diverse
projects in esh. Closure
of BCCI means these bonds and
guarantees will now be inop-
erative. According to Karim,
indirect effects of closure of
BCCI in desh will be
substantial on the economy of
Bangladesh. One could mea-
sure it If one had information

about the size of the contin-
gent liabilities (i.e. the

HE key objecttve of this

promises made by the bank for

its customers). If BCCI holds
substantial deposits of such
customers, then the conse-
quences will be severe indeed.

India R

HE announcement by

Prime Minister Le Ping

that China will sign the
Nuclear Non-Proleleration
Treaty (NPT), marked a
significant shilt in the global
powcr structure, coming as it
docs close on the heels of a
French decision to do the
same. .
Hafled by Japancse Prime
Ministcr Toshiki Kaifu as an
"epochal stcp® towards world
peace, the Chinese announce-
ment signalled a bowing to US
pressure afler years of resis-
tance and was timed to gain

| Weslern and Japancse invest-

ment to strenglhen China's
sprawling cconomy.

hina, with other develop-
ing countrics, notably India,
perceived the NPT as discrim-
inating against them and as in-
terfering with their sovereign
rights.

France, [or its part, relused
throughout the Cold War to
place its nuclcar forces under
US command and insisted on
pursuing an “indcpcndent”
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CU crisis

Sir, It is really unfortunate
to sce that the CU crisis con-
tinucs unpabated for ecight
months much at the cost of
students and
guardians. Since the Acling
President is in charge of the
universities as the Chanccllor,
may we request him to come

CONOMISTS are parti-

of

agricu mechanisation in
view of the rural underem-

t. Working as a farm
D & e e

e —— =

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space., For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’s real name, signature and

their

Agricultural Mechanisation : No

sown in line, proper
fertilizer.. application and
pesticide spraying. thorough
weeding and mintimum harvest
loss are essential for high
yield. But these cannot be
achieved unless power tillers,
transplanters, sceders,
weeders, sprayers, reapers,

thrashers ctc. or services
thereol are avallable to the

small farmers.

Mechanisation of
Irrigation

Mechanisation of irrigation
has already come about since
the severe limitations of the
traditional methods of manual
irrigation are well

The recent innovation n-[

Manually Operated Shallow

aspects of crop WIIIIH

where

Alter crop harvest. the pro-
posed agro-processing com-
plexes are the downstream
end of the proeéss of agricul-

tural mechanization that en-
sure efficient transformation of
into eon-
sumabie or inputs for
further transformation. It is an

the [armers’

intensive product

From LDC to NIC by Shahed | atif

Tubewell Irrigation (MOSTI)
En'nmm: is an extremely

w-level development since
the continuous use of 'l"tlx
intensive labour input to i
water tends to be counter pro-
ductive. The calorie value of
energy spent under MOSTI]
would not probably be very
much less than the calorie

BCCI in Bangladesh

Reopening is I

Many common depositors,
which include large number of
wage earners, have been
affected by the closure of the
bank. BCCI has its faults and
quite serious ones at that.
Reportedly many of its trans-
actions are not wholesome. But
s0 is the case of many other
banking institutions 1In
Bangladesh. But generally it is
recognized that BCCI has ren-
dered good service to the wage
carmmers. Many of them on re-
turn home retained their loy-
alty to BCCI by continuing rela-
tionship. They have been hit

strategy well beyond the scope
such sim-

of "Dhenki” or other

et o, T e
The ‘ t employment

fongrerm

houscholding farms
in year round frri-

by Syed Ali Kabir

the bank, so that there is no

run in its deposits, which
constitute the life blood of a

banking Institution. The new
Banking Act of Bangladesh
gives the government an
excellent opportunity to deal
with BCCI in Bangladesh. using
its provisfons under Articles
58 and 59. Art. 58 indicates
the situation under which a
bank can be taken over by the
goverpment. A foreign bank is
not precluded from it. Art. 59
indicates the arrangement

provision of credit
generally or of credit to
any particular section
of the company or in
any particular area;

U (s necessary to ac-

quire the

gt undertaking
pany, the government
may, after such consul-
tation with the wn-
desh Bank as it thinks

fit, by netification in
the official gazette, ac-

processing
and by-produet utilization

of 6.8 million

therefore
through a para
simultaneous development.
The high value crop l-
ture with emphasis unm

vegetables, flowers, fodder and
feed

mechanisation of eultivation

proceed

and harvest but a great deal of

post -harvest
agro

operation and
add to the of the

final
to eat All toid
::onm-t'ﬁuﬂ

1
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perative : ==

ire the confidence of the
depasitors in the bank: Any
way the nt

permanent arrange-
ment about the bank can come

later on; right now it should be
taken over.

As far as BCCI's operation in
Bangladesh is concerned, all
that is necessary is to separate
it from the mother institufion
and keep it alive. A foreign
bank working here is t
to our laws and
virtually works like any other
domestic bank, except that it
can repatriate profits. In for-

eign exchange operations it

________'—"-'—__"__.T".-'_—:
In case the authorities in Bangladesh mnthanﬁdﬁamdm#mﬂngmmmm

have one option before them : request the Abu Dhabi authorities to

Bangladesh under some new arrangements.
M

hard by the closure. The bank
also gave good services to
those who are engaged in ex-
ternal trading. They have also
been hard hit. A good part of
our garment industry banked
with BCCI and they are in
trouble now. |

In the interest of the
depositors. business and
others for whom BCCI has
accepted commitments, the
doors of the bank should be
reopened as early as possible.
However, as confidence of the
people in the bank has been
shaken, it should be opened
through special arrangements,
which may be fully
the Bangladesh Government.
The idea is to restore the
conflidence of the people in

backed by

esists Shift

which can be made for a bank
taken over by the government.

Quote :

Sﬂ.kq:,cﬁrgwdumkbu
d'bunﬂngmg;

(1) If. upon receipt of a
report from the Bangla-
desh Bank, the Govern-
ment is satisfied that a
banking company.
¥ * ¥ *

b} is being managed in a
manner detrimental to
the interest of its de-
positors; and that in

the interest of depo-
sitors of such banking
company; of in the
interest of banking
policy; or for the better

quire the undertaking
of such company ...
unquote.

If the government is unwill-
ing to run the taken over bank,
it can undetr Art 58 (4) of the
Act vest it with some other in-
stitution of its choice. Agrani
Bank has been asked to under-
take some of the responsibili-
ties relating to the customers
of BCCIL It can currently be
vested with the entire respon-
sibility of BCCI under clearly
well defined arrangements.
Later on permanent arrange-
ments can be made for the
bank. A new banking company,
with substantial share of the
government in it, may be
formed. Participation of the
government is necessary to in-

reopen the operations of BCCI in

halnﬂmﬁudorntlmnw*

other bank.

: However, &n ‘uncomfortable
fact may have to be faced when

the bank is reopened. The

banks in Bangladesh have free-
iﬂ; to tnkli_udcpoaitn frem

gners in foreign exchange.
These deposits may pose prob-
lem. Reportedly while reopen-
ing the bank in Sri Lanka, it
has been decided by the au-
thorities that claim of such
depogitors will be met when
foreign assets against them are
realized. We may take some
such action.

In case the authorities in
Bangladesh want to avoid the
responsibility of taking over
BCCI themselves, they have
one option before them: re-

Two of the world’s mdjnr powers, Chind and Frﬁm:é, hauerecen}ljr agreed to sign the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Tréaty after years of resistance to it. Their ac{ion ineregses
pressure on India to follow suit, but the government in New Delhi.is

pressure, claiming that the Treaty is unjust and discriminatory. .

refusing to bow to US

nuclcar policy.

Now, with China's admis-
sion to the NPT, all five per-
manent mecmbers of the
United Nations Security
Council (US, USSR, Britain,
France and China) are NPT
signalorics. ,

Signcd in 1968, the Treaty
aims to limit the spread of nu-
clear weapons from nuclear to
non-nuclcar countrics. It also

requires inspection of nuclear

facilities by the International _

Atomic Energy Agcency (IAEA).
Critics of the NPT say that

it has not halted the nuclear
arms race. They charge that
the powerful nations led by the
US, with their great nuclear
arscnals, apply double stan-

— =

dards when dealing with nu-
clear issues in the developing
world.-

They arguc that the US has
no moral right to preach to the
devcloping countries abeout
‘responsible™ nuclear be-
haviour since it is the only
country to have actually used
the bomb — against Japan 46

China’'s decision puts coun-
tries like India and Isracl in a-
tight corner as both are out-

 side the NPT, and are believed

to posscss nuclear weapons.
Given Israel's strategic im-
portance, the US administra-
tion is not particularly per-
turbed by that country's nu-

clcar capability, cstimated to

- i — B - = =

up with his characteristic
firmness and pul an end (o the
crisis. It is clcar that he called
for a fifteen-day ‘ceasefire’ on
CU campus to give an oppor-
tunity to the Vice-Chancellor
to resign but the deadline cx-
pired on 31st July without any
result.

How can now one say that

the observalion made about
L

‘him in the Judicial Inquiry

Commissioncr rcport is not
correct? It scems neither is he

-nor are the agilalors ready lo

make any concession for the
well being of the university and
general students, The
University Acls of 1973 entail
no provision for the removal of
a Vice-Chanccllor, possibly,
because the franwrs of this law
did not visualise Lthat a man of
Vice-Chancellor's status would
ever have to be removed as,
prcsumably, in any undignificd
or untoward situation or on
the slightest hint or request
from the government he would
himscll be ready with the res-
ignation letter. And that has
been Lhe case with the self-re-
specting Vice-Chancellor, who

cxceed 100 nuelecar warheads.

BBut with India the situation
is diflcrent. Among the devel-
oping countries India has the
oidest nuclear research pro-
gramme which began with the
creatfon of Indian Atomic

Encrgy Commission in 1948. -

India exploded a “peaceful”
nuelear device in 1974 and
unlcashed a nuclear arms race
in South Asia with Pakistan,

The US is alarmed by this.
It has unsuccessfully tried to
use its position as the main
supplier of nuclear fuel to
India to persuade the govern-
ment in New Delhi to accept
full-scale salcguards on India’s
nuclear f[acilities.

Islamabad’s covert nuclear

programme has led to US
termination of $600 million in
military and economic aid to
Pakistan. Many US strategic
experts see Pakistan's devel-
epment of a nuclear ty as
an “Islamic Bomb™ that eould
be used against American in-
terests, i w
However, Pakistan advo-
cates a nuclecar weapons-{ree
zone in South Asia and is
to sign the NPT if India does

the same.

Justifying its persistent re-
fusal to sign, India argues that
the NPT dciprivns devcloping
countrics of nuclear technol-

ogy even for economic devel-
opment and insists that {its

nuclear programme is to meet

have resigned in the past.

The terrorists have to be
dcalt with in their own lan-
guage no malter how severe
the action may be but how to
deal with a stubbeorn
educationist! | think the’
terrorists should be expelled
and imprisoned and the VC
should also be removed and
that will be a good lesson for
all. We believe the Chancellor
has thc means to do it.

A teacher :Jf
Chittagong University.

Dental surgeons
and AIDS

Sir, It is lcarnt that a dental
surgeon in a cerlain country

alone contribuled in contami-

nating AIDS discasc among
200 pcople who visited him as
paticnts. So, dental clinic is

one of the polential sources for
spreading AIDS! Hence, dental
surgceons have Lo take cxira-
ordinary
AIDS virus is not transferred

measures so  that

from one paticnt to another
through their instruments.

M. Zahidul I laque
Assistant Professor,
Bangladesh Agricultural Insti-

lute, Dhaka-)207.

JvsZ

Sir, The contribution by Mr
Bashir Al Helsl (Sept 3) was in-
lercsting and entertaining. In

Malaysia, the Malaysians have

llel course of

crops not only calls for
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opened a dialogue with the Abu
Dhabt authorities

them to reopen

new to our It has
them a rude i
should be normalized

relationship

London. They also have de-.

posits. It will take time to re-
cover them. But that is a dif-
ferent issue.

We should detach the
BCCI Jfrom, what js.

around the world over it

mother institution. It is the

responsibility of the Joea
authorities to

without delay. Pakistan
closed the operation of
bank in the country. Sir

|

:

it

L

1L

l

i
thil

B
|

closed the operation, but sub-|

sequently reopened it.

The authorities hav
recently announced
reliefl for the depositors of the
bank. BCCI has e cash
balance with the esh
Bank to meet the | ties

arising out of it. It is high
for us to take constructive
steps on the subject.

in Global Nuclear Politics

by Daya Kishan Thussu s

the country’'s vast energy

necds.

Critics argue that such a
poor country should not
squander f{ts hard-carned rev-
enue _on developing nuclear
installations but should
alternative sources of

able energy.

rencw-

The pressure on india to,

sign the NPT is increasing.
Last month, the Indian gov-

time !

|

i

|

seck

ernment denied in parllament;

that the US is pressurising

India through the International
Monetary Fund (IMF), from ;

which it has recently

row more to improve its ‘bal-
ance of payments.

With the other Asfan giant,
China, signing the NPT, the

ques is how long will
Indinmhuﬂuﬁut and resist US

$2 billion and intends to bor-.

attempt to shape the new |

world order.

Daya Kishan Thussu, an

Indian researcher and J -

ist is currently De ment
Editor at Geminl News
Service.

their national language Bahasa
Malaysia (not bhasa/bhasha )
with the local pronunciation,
and standardized spelling (in
Roman alphabet). For example
: Pos (for post) the letter; my
son has gone to sekeola
(school); Oren is orange. |

I we are having some
problems., we might send
somcone to sia to study
their system. The Malaysians

are extremely nice llli;

their country is worth a visit.

adopted forefgn words into,



