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Rly suffers Tk 3 cr|

damage in flood

From Mostafa Kamal Majumder
RAJSHANL, Sept 13 and I {
Bangladesh Ratlway, Western Bridges em-
Zone, has sulfered damage to  bankment have been damaged

due to the current flood,

Ganges al Rajshahi rising by
another 86 em and the

Mahananda at
by 2 cm, the flood situation
further worsened in the two

districts. The Ganges re-
mained s between the
morning and evening on
Friday.

The

breach at the Bolanpur point.
Local Water Development
Board offlicials repaired the
bridge belfore major dam-
age could hkc.ge

Rail communication be-

tween and Dinajpur,
Kalukhali Bhatiapara ghat

continued (o remain sus-
pended loday. Rail communi-
catlien in Parbatipur-
Lalmanirhat and Lalmanirhat-
Bhurimari section has been
restored. Approaches of almost
all bridges in Parbatipur-
Dinajpur section had begn al-
fected and bridge No 28 is
threatened. Water is flowing
over the raflway track at vari-

in Kanchan-Setabganj and
Kanchan-Ruhca sections.

The have cut
embankmcent -at  different
places in Mangalpur-Sctabganj
seclion to drain out water. A
150 feet section of railway
track has been washed away in
Teesta-Kurigram section.
Water level s rising in

i

Many school buildings
which arc normally used as
polllz stalions have becn en-
gulfed by [lood water. Some
others have been turned into
Makcshift flood reliel camps.
The Deputy Commissioner of

, Md Saifuzzaman told
the Daily Star that the camp
will be used as polling station.
Some houscs which are still
above the flood level near the

stations will be turned
into pgqlling stations. The
Deputy Commissioner of
Chapainawabganj said special
allocation have been made to
ensure transport of voters to
and from ing stations by
using country boats by Union
Parishad Chairman and
Members, Municipal Chairmen
and Commissioners.

ous placcs between Kanchan

 Hasina : Democracy
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nately encmies of democracy

are engaged in conspiracy to
foil the lunctioning and dc-
prive pgople from reaping the
fruits of this system, she said.
Hasina said her party initi-
ated the move to amend the
Constitution o give democracy
an institutional shape and fulfil
its election pleJ:c to the

But, she alleged, the
Constitution Amendment Bill
could not be labled in the first
session of the present parlia-
meni due to intransigen
tude of the ruling BNP.

However, the rnment
moved a bill in the second ses-
sion in the face of mounting
pressure from the pcople and
the opposilion parties in par-
liament.

The opposilion leader said
despile anncxation of certain
undemocratic provisions to the
Constitution 12th Amendment
Bill, all opposition parties
unanimously passed it in the
interest of nation

once

again that people are the

source ol all power in c

the staic power. Ballot is all

powerful, not the bullet.”
Hasina said the Awami

League had moved the
Indemnity Ordinance (Repeal)
Bill for the obstacle

to the trial of the killing of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman.

The bill will have to be
passed lo "bury the politics of
coup, killing and conspiracy
once for all", said the opposi-

L atti- -

tion lcader. "We hope this bill
will be adopted unanimously in
the next session of parlia-
ment”.

" Tracing the history of
Awami Lcague's struggle
against the post-76 anti-mili-

rule, Hasina said the evil
politics of coup, killing and
takecover of state power
through backdoor in the dark-
ness of night began in the

country through the killing of

August 15, 1975.

With the return to the
couniry in 1981, Hasina said,
"I considered restoration of
democracy against autocratic
rule my responsibility as
the daughter of the Father of
the Nation".

She said when Martial Law
was promulgated for the sec-
ond time on March 24, 1982,
“it was | who for the first time
voiced protest from Savar
Smriti Soudha on December
26, 1982, and called on the
people 1o rise nst mili
rule”. And Ia::'ajsmncd tflﬂ
movement by lorming the 15-
party alliancc, she :

Hasina said it was again

. from the Awami League rally at

the Pantha Path in the capital
on November 6, 1990, that she
for the first time spelt out the
conslitutional provisions for
the tion of Ershad and
formation of a neulral care-

taker rnment.

E was forced to step

down [ollowing the unprece- -

dented mass upsurge based on
the constitutional modality
prescribed by her, the Awami
League chiel added.

Freedom Party
calls for casting
‘no’ vote

Freedom Party Co-Chairman

Col (Rid) Abdur Rashid Friday
called for casting "no” vote in
l\.ﬁn referendum to main-
tains the constitutional provi-
sion to elect the country’
t through direct elec-
reports UNB.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the party’s central of-
fice at Dhanmondi, the
Freedom Party leader said "we
are ing lor the ‘no’ vote
in the coming referendum to
keep the continuation of the

conslitution and constitutional
rule in the country.”

Rashid suggested a system
ensuring the check and bal-
ance between the President

and Parliament, independence
of and direct clection
o the of the President

and Parliament.

He criticised the govern-
ment for not giving - equal
opportunity of using state-
owned $m media to
those are campaigning
for “no” in the referendum.

—

L1 discounts
impact of
‘Soviet events

BEIJING, Sept 13 : The
Premier of one of the last bas-
tions of hardline Marxism,
pulling on what diplomats

.called a bold face, says China

has discounted the effect of
the collapse of communism in
the Sovict Union, rcports
Reuter.

"While there might be some
impact, it will not be great,”
Premicr Li Peng told an Itallan
magazine in an interview

led on Friday by the Ncw

hina News -

"China is pursuing socialism
with Chinese c¢haracteristics,
and ther¢ are major diller-
ences in many aspectis be-
tween tLhe two countries,” he
said.

"Whatever the changes in
the Soviet Union, China will
continue Lo pursuc a policy of
good ncighbourliness and

[ricndship with it."
His words were a brave ef-

fort to show Belfing's socialist
Jcadership remains confident
it can weather the collapse of
communism in the Sdviet
Union, Western diplomats said.
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BONN, Sept 13 : The North
nisation
may unilaterally withdraw all
its short-range land-based nu-
clcar weapons [rom Eurepe,
NATO Secrctary-gencral
Manired Weoerncr said in an in-
lerview Thursday, reports AFT.

“I have no doubt thal nu-
clear shells and short-
rangc ground-bascd nuclear
weapons, Sdviet and American,
will disappear from Europe®,
he told Deutschlandlunk, the
German national radio net-
work.

NATO representatlives arc
discdussing whether this should
come about unilatcrally,
whether a sort of agreement
should be agreed, or whether
negolialions (with Lthe Soviel
Union) ought to be carried out,
Woemner said.

Delence Ministers  in
NATO's nuclear planning group
— all 16 nations minus France
— will dcbate the issue at
Taormina, Sicily, on Oclober
17 and 18, he said.

NATO says it has about
2,000 artillcry shells and 700
surface-to-surface lance mis-
siles, most of which are based
with US forces in Germany.

The Sovict Union, accord-
ing to speccialists, has about
1,000 launchers for [iring
short-range missiles. Its num-

————

NATO may remove short |
range weapons from Europe

ber of warheads is unknown.

Scrapping Lthe lance would
finally bury Lhc quarrel that
crupted in NATO in ecarly
1989, before the pro-democ-
racy revolutions that swept
Eastcrn Europe that year.
Germany bitterly resisted US
and Brilish pressure 0 com!
mit to a follow-on o the
missilc o offset the perceived
Sovict threat from the mid-
1990s.

Bodies trapped
inside bus not
yet recovered

~ From Our Correspondent

RANGPUR, Scpt 13 : No
mcasures were laken yet lo
rccover the deadbodics from
the {ll-fated bus that dippud
into deep [flood walers
Thursday at Bairagiganj, 12
kilometres of here, along
Rangpur-Bogra highway.

Thirtyfive pcople, mostly
women and children, werc
fearcd trapped in the sub-
merged bus when it fall into
the swirling flood walers.
Aboul Lwentyfive pcoplc man-
agced lo come oul and swim Lo

Awami League brought out a torch procession Friday evening to mobilise support in faveur

— Star photo -

AL hartal

From Page | Col. 7

Sccretary Mohammad Nasim
and city unit leader Mofazzal

Hossain Choudhury Maya and
others addressed Lthe proces-

sionists in front of the AL of-
fice before they started the

procession.
The spcakers demanded

rrpulling‘in those polling een-
tres where voles were al-
legedly ‘rigged’. They also de-
manded immediate arrest of

the armed activisis who ‘shot
at’ Sheikh Hasina and un-

lcashed terrorism at the
polling centres.
They also called u the

pcople to make Lhe rtal a
succels.

Lankan FM
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[Rahman,

The Srt Lankan Foreign
Ministcr sald his country
would include proposals in the
documcnt to make the SAARC
more “cflective™ and added
that discussions hcre would
cover this matter.

Herat, who is currenily on a
swing el the SAARC countries,
flew in Dhaka from
Kathmandu.

The Sri Lankan Foreign
Minister is accompanicd by his
Foreign Sccrctary DBernard

salcty.

Edward Herald Herat at Zia International Airport Friday.

i ']"ll_nkn:l,nc.

Foreign Minister ASM Mostafizur Rahman receiving Sri Lankan Foreign Minister James

—PID photo
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tion in Dinajpur, Rangpur,
Gaibandha, Bogra, Sirajganj
and Manikgani will remain un-
changed.

In Kushiia new areas in
Daulatpur, Bheramara, Kuma-

rkhali and Khoksha u
were

bridge on the. river Gorai was
threatened by onrush of flood
waltcr,

In Kurigra
sq kms of nine u
flooded affecting over three
lakh people. The main conr-

and Kurigram still remained
. It said.

opened in the district includ-
afeas. Nine out of the total 30
flood walcrs and more areas
flood was swelling around the
15,000 pcople of the affected

2.20 lakh people were af-
fected.

Editor : S. M. Al
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gone under about 2

ghat at Hardinge

of the river Padma. Nearl
80,000
Relier materials

had Taka

pazilas
inundated. Railway

m district, 1,000
pazilas were

munications between Rangpur

Rajshahi flood information
centre said that 18 shelter
centres had already been
ing seven centres in the city
wards of the city are under
are being threatened as the
city, the centre said at least
wards arc indistress. About

Doulaipur is the worst af-

fected upazila under Kushtia
district where the whole land

increasingly

threatened by the fast ergsion
people are aflected.
10,000 and five metric tons of

- Foold turns worse

rice were distributed so far,
the centre said.

Our Rangpur Correspondent
reports: Flood - situation in
twenty-five of the 35 upazilas
in the greater Rangpur district
remained unchanged. The
badly alfecled arecas are —
Chilmari, Raumari, Rajibpur,
Lalmonirhatl, Kaliganj, Khﬂor-
cganj, Jaldhaka, G :
Saghata, Mithapukur,
Fulchhari and Sunderganj
where lakhs of le were
marooned, lalf of the Rangpur
town was slill under walter.
Road communication from
Rangpur to Nilphamari,
Kurigram and to Dhaka re-
mained snapped.

The disirict administration
said that 42 shelters have
been opened in eight affected
upazilas of the district includ-
ing scven in town.

- Our correspondent f{rom

Chapainawabganj adds: Relicl

has not reached the far-flung

areas of the district since the
flood hit ten days ago.
In Pabna the flood situation

worscned, Due to rise of

s g Sy

threatened
walcr. In Iswardi, [lood caused

" breaches in the embankment

resulting in flooding of at least
five villages.

BSS adds: Five u , in-

cluding the Sadar upazila, of
district are

by the flood as the

downflows from the northern

Deputy Wu; ‘of

Madaripur BSS over tele-

that the flood walers

rising and had al-

were
ready s hall of the
town m-q;r'

Road link
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ities that Bangladesh would be
very keen Lo buy onion, pulses
and boulders in large volume
from Nepal only when the ex-
isting (raffic problem is
solved,” Saifur Rahman said.

Dhaka e¢njoys a lavourable
balance in trade with
Kathmandu. Cumulative trade
surplus in favour of Bangladesh
stood at about 35 million US
dollars during 1979-80 to
1989-90 period.

Detailing the outcome of
the meet, he said both sides
agrced to expedite implemen-
tation eof some joint ventures
proposed carlier, including a
cement - clinker - factory in
Bangladesh, a pharmaceutical
unit in Nepal and renovation of
jute mill in Nepal with tech-

nical assistance [rom
Bangladcsh.

Joint ventures in garments
scclor have also been agreed in
the mecting which discussed
long term sale of Bangladeshi
urea to Nepal.

sh accepled a pro-
posal to grant more lchoEro-
ships to Nepalese students in
leather and textile technology:.
Another plea for {ssuing multi-

agreed.
During his stay in Nepal,
Mnncc Hinlﬂ:r Saifur
man met wit
King Birendra Bir m
Prime Minister 0:2. Prasad
ministers for

Koirala and
Agriculture and lrrigation.

AL candidates
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al the National Press

League and two other Chhatra
League workers were shot and

injured by the BNP activists,
Mokbul lliossain complained
and regretied that no action
was laken even after he in-
formed Lhe Chief Election

during his visit to Lhe centres.
Makbul Hossain also blamed
those in powcr for violating
the cleclion code of conduct
by using administrative influ-
ence on Lhe volers in [avour of
the BNP candidates.

lic alleged although the
administrative banned visit Lo
the eleclion arecas by the
ministers from Seple
the Prime Minisier continucd
clection campaign in various
parts ol Dhaka-9 constituency
till September 9.

Shahara Khatun also alleged
massive rigging and lerrorism
by the BNP at least 25 out of
104 centres of her con-
stituency of Dhaka-5 in the by-
election and demanded re-
polling in those centres.

She alleged that vote-rigging
and terrorism were resorted
to under the direct patronisa-
tion of the Prime Minister
Begum Zia.

BNP
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the party, which killed
democracy in the past, had
once again resorted to terror-
ism to deslabilise the demo-
cratlic government. They urged
the people to resist any at-
templ lo create anarchy in the
country.

The BNP leaders said the
peace-loving pecople of the
country would not allow any
quartcrs to rcsort Lo anti-peo-

ple activities, including dam-
age to vehicles and other pub-
lic property. )

The Awami Lcague started
acts of terrorism after its hu-
miliating defecat in the
February 27 parliamentary
polls, they alleged.

Addressing the rally, BNP
Secrelary General Abdus Salam
Talukder MP said the referen-
dum will prove again it is the
people who will decide how
the country will be run. :
“There is no (individual)
candidate in this election
(referendum), democracy is
the candidate”, Talukder said
urging the pcople Lo cast “ycs”
vote in the referendum for
consolidating democracy in
the country.

Referring to the allegation

of attack on Awami League
chicf Sheikh Hasina, the BNP
lcader said the people will not
acccpt such “bascless™ allega-
tion.
which only recently resorted
to intimidation by showing
shoe in parliament, is now try-
ing to jeopardisc democracy.
. Salauddin Ahmed, MP
urged the pcople not to heed
the hartal call and asked the
BNP workers (o resist it at any
cost. He said the hartal was
designed o discourage peo-
ple’'s participation in the ref-
erendum.

by Awami League once again

- proved it does not truly want

parliamentary democ in
the country,” said J\:Iﬂﬂi

- Aman MP,

was
raded different
before terminating mnear

Kakrail crossing

r 7,

‘Among others, the rally
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The Midnight File

Anwar

said the

during the last nine
verdict in

democ-

o par-

to

Samaftantrik D%
urging the people Lo cast “yes”
vote said it was also the re
sponsibility of all the political
parties to make Lhe referen-

E_
!
¥
;

have to be
changed. This will be done just

Alulmdr 'Illl

afler gazctlce notification of
the referendum resulls by the
Election Commission.

to Cabinet
Division sources the reforma-

. tion of the cabinet will be held

on September 17 or 18.

The BNP with its absolute
majority in the Parllament will
form the ncw
hcaded by Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia under
Clause 3 of Article 55 of the

consttution.

Mcanwhile different politi-
cal partics and organisations
called upon the people to cast
“Yes® vote in the referendum
to give democracy an institu-
tional shape.

Jamaat-e-lglami leader Mau-
lana Matiur Rahman Nizami
urged all section of
irrespective of party
to cast ‘yes' vote in the refer-
endum to establish parlia-
mentary form of government.

Addressing a party rally in
the city, he pointed out that
the peoplc were the decisive
force in political process and
relerendum was the constitu-
tional means to exercise their
power. “The referendum is a
salety-valve so that no one can
bring about [undamental
changes in the constitution by-
passing the pcoples opinion®,
:h;ﬂdmt General Scecretary

Maulana Nizami hoped that
the people would sponta-
neously excrcise their fran-
chise and fortify the rights re-
alised through the democratic
movement t aulocracy.
The relecrendum would also
establish political identity of
the nalion, he observed. He
also alleged irregularities in
the just concluded bye-clec-
tions and said that it has made
imperative that future elce-
tions are held under a neutral
care-taker government.

A procession was brought
out the rally.

NAP, CPB, Samyabadi Dal
and Gano Azadi League
jointly held a rally at
Road to mwobilise public sup-
port in favour of “Yes" vote in
the coming referendum.
was
addressed by Moulana Ahma-
dur Rahman Azmi, Moulana
Daniel and Muniruzzaman.

Vice-Chairman - of
Bangladesh Bar Couheil Dr
Kamal Hossain, in a slalement,
appealed to the people to
demonsirate their unity by
recording their votes in favour
of the amendment.

Dr Kamal also said an ac-
countable government and a

sovereign parliament which
were the uniled demand of the

* people during the historic

o iabiigied thivegh tor

the
adoptlion of the twelflth amend-
ment o the Constitution. The

unanimous action of
parliament in ng eflect 10
the national consensus

constitules a laudable chapter

at the Allawala building
prcmises urged the people to
volg in favour of parliamentary
form of government. He also
reitcrated his

lies at Mirpur, Holnunndpu:t'_
and T¢jgaon Iin support o
“ycs® vole in the referendum.
Chairman of the party.
Khandakar Mahtab said the
pcople could ge k L
rights through = parliamentary
form of government.

The Chiefl of National
Republican Party, .Dr Zahir

Khan at a meeting said
pcoplcs are guaraniced
in the tary form be-

cause the government is re-
sponsible to the pcople in the
system. He urged all to cast

' BUET student
stabbed

By BUET Correspondent

A student of




