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on collective defence

MOSCOW, Scpt 13: Officials

of the Baltic stales and 12 re-

maining Sovict republics have
agreed Lo maintain a collective
defence over Lhe Sovicl
Untion's nuclcar arscnal, a
newspaper rcporied Thursday,

reportis AP.
The now-sovereign Baltics
that they arc bound by

the inlernational trealies -

the Sovict Unilon, in-
:w!udmgbyﬂim on arms reduc-
tion, the daily Komsomolskaya
Pravda reported.

Many rcpublics recently

have moved (o form their own.

defence forces, undermining
the central authority and rais-
ing fears over the future of the
Sovict nuclear arsenal.
Komsomwlskaya Pravda said
the decision fo d a one-

Pro-base Filipino
Senators vow to

press for approval

MANILA, Scpt 13: Scnalc
',,:',ﬂ"""‘" of a conlinued US
tary presence rcjecied a
romisc Friday and slood
ir plan to grant a new

Com
by

el AR e e i st

needed for approval, reports
AP

The Senate resumed debale
Friday on the pact, under
‘which the United States would
give up volcano-damaged Clark
Air Base next year and keep
the Subic Bay base for 10 more
years in return for dirs 203
million a year in aid.

- - Government officials have
wamed that the country can't
turn down the aid at a time
when the sulfers
from record uncmployment
and the devastiting cruption of

Mount Pinatubo in June.
Two-thirds of the 23
Scnators must ratify the
L before the current

Israeli troops ca
Two anti-lscacli fighters have
attack on a joint patrol of Isracli troops
1 south Lebanon, a Palestintan Muslim fundamentalist group

and-half day meeting in
Moscow belween Soviel
Defence Minisler Yevgeny
Shaposhinikov and the repub-
lic represcnlatives.

These included defence
ministers from the Baltics and
the other republics, the daily
said.
There were fcw detlafls of
the mecting itsclf, which be-
gan Tuesday at the Defence
Minfstry's hecadquarters.
Delence Ministry spokesmen
were nol available for com-
ment. :

The discussion in Moscow
has been described as the first

in ‘a series ol delib-
erations on the future shape of
the Sovict military:

The republies,

however,

continuc to make, their own

..........
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Nations Security

UNITED NATIONS: Represe

sccurity decisions. The
Ukrainian Parliament has
banned any Lroop movements

on its terrd unless it is au-

thorised by government of

the republic.
Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia

began pushing for the removal
of Sovict troops [rom their

terri ;
anvh and Georgia have

formed their own
ministries, and some

Byclorussian legislalors want
to follow suit.

Nuclear weapons present a
special problem. Western lead-
ers and ckperts have voiced
concerns that part of the arse-
nal might fall into the hands
of separate rcpublics, somc of
which arc torn by cthnic strife.
Russian President DBoris N.

] JL-..: _._.I..:-.'- e,

ntatives of the Baltic ut.a tal
Council meeting recommended their admissions to the General Assembly
12. L-R : Stasys Lozoraitis and Anicetas Simutis of Lithuania, Anadol Dinbergs of

Latvia and Ernst Jaakson of Estonia. . :

SN EJM

E..uﬁ 2 militias:

soner afler an

allied militlamen

said Thursday, reports AFP from Beirut.

T S e,
area of :dngh-ﬁcmfwﬂ -

The patrol captured iwo of the gucrillas, Rizk Hamid
Shdoud and Ramez Ahmad Ghadid, said the group, formerly
known as lslamic Jihad-Beit Al-Makdess. The others returned

o base.

Disco

{ with five astronauts nd a research

Washinglon.
Discovery thundered away from its launchpad at 7:11 pm.

Local time al Kennody Space Centre, Cape
from its twin boosicr rockcts. The 100-

Canavcral, Florida,

spcwing
ton spaceship picreed a hazy sky as it darted out over the
Atlantic Ocean and up the east coast.
The 14,500-pound salellite carried by the shutte Is to

windg, chemicals and other

conditions for ‘al lcast onc and a hall ycars'. It will be able 0
peer al 98 per cent of the globe as it circles Lthe world.

203,869 flee Croatia: rinhing in the

of Croatia has forced 203,869 people to
fice their homes, the Tanjug ncews agency. quoting the
mmcm reporied Thursday, reports AFP [rom

sought shelter in Serbia,
said.
the other four re-

among
(30,000), Montcnegro (1,760),

(2.317) and Macudonia (145), according to informa-
MmﬂdZﬂ:hHﬂmrepuHu'HCmuurMu-
tons, Tanjug ‘

14 militants shot dead in Srinagar:

forees dead
northern border staie of Jamn

14 Muslim militants in the
w and Kashmir laic Wednesday

ficials sadd.
Arafat, Jalloud discuss situation:

Chairman of the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO)

Aralai met in+Tunis Thursday with Abdel-Salam
's sccond man in . reports Xinhua from

defence:

k to the media after a United

Yeltsin has suggested moving
all Soviet strategic nuclear
weapons into his terrilory,
where most of them al y

President Leonid Kravchuk
of the Ukraine wants his re-
public, the second most-popu-
lous, to be a nuclear-free zone.
According to Soviet and US
sourccs, some of Sovict long-
range SS-24 missiles are bascd

on (rains that move through .

the Ukraine.

About I5 to 20 per ccnt of
the strategic nuclear arsenal
are located in the republic. of
Kazakhstan. Its president,
Nursultan Nazarbayev, also
wanis nuclear weapim to be
moved to Russia, and has
banncd tcsting of nuclear
weapons atl the Semipalatinsk

~ _AFP/UNB photo

Fourth consecutive night

of riots in England

NEWCASTLE (England),
Scpt 13: Gangs of youths
torched a post oflice, sloncd

and sel cars ablaze in a
rth consecutive night of ur-
ban violence and vandalism in

Srrptagesd. gy,
w ' moved ifi én’

Thursday night after an csli-
matcd 500 youths went on the
rampage in the city of
Newcastle in a rcpeat of the
kind of nmwb destruction which

turned ﬁlol'thc:n into a
blazing th‘rourldl.Lnlghl
before.

A resident said "they scend
to have got hold of any wchicle
they could lay their hands on.

I've lived herc all my life and
I've ncver scen anything like

it”

The pctrol-bombed a
post umpln the rundown

West End district and burncd
scvcral cars in the latest of a

29 killed in
- gas leakage
in China
BEWING, Scpt 13: Poison

from a chemical
20

ncwspaper reporicd, reports
AFP,

The aecident occurred at
3:00 am on Scpicmber 3 when
the driver of a tanker' carrying

JERUSALEM, Sept 13: An
isracli mcember nl'l:rhlnrni
govern-

sajd on Thursday
o almost doubic

:
|

wave of lale summer rioting
which has becn variously
blamed on poverty, hardened
criminals, and unscasonably
hot weather.

The mostly teenaged rioters
scattcred when the police

. in, barl re- .
?;:upﬂ ;m’:ani of ‘the*

city for sporadic "hit and run”
attacks, a police spokeswoman
said. '

"Everything Is morc or less
under control at the moment,”
she said, but added that police
were braced for more violence.

Stolen cars were over-
turned and the youths, some as
young as 10, thrcw rocks at
passing molorists and police
vans parked in the vcity's
backstreets.

In Wednesday'ss unrest,
among Britains' worst urban
violence in a decade, around
300 tecnaged riolers clashed
wilh Filh."l."

International

Soviet, Baltic states agree

" and

| de Cucliar saidd - "The people of

PHNOM PENH : A shan rides

| Iraqi Shi'ites

to form

govt-in-exile
DAMASCUS, Scpt 13: An

" Iraqi opposition leader said

Thursday that exilc groups
planned government-in-cxile
predicied this would lead
to the overthrow of President
Saddam Hussein before the
end of the year, reports AP,

- The establishment of such a
government "will creale an
impetus for the military to
overthrow Saddam,” Brian
Jaber, head of the Damascus-
based Supreme’ Shi'ite
Revolutionary Council of lraq,
said in an interview.

He said the coalition group-
ing eight lraql opposition
groups formed last February in
Beirut, Lebanon, has been re-
vived and cxpandced to 14
members. _

The' original coalition also
planned a government-in-exile.
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' 221 Burmese opposition

MPs quit parallel govt

RANGOON, Sept 13:
Burma's state press says 221
opposition parliamentarians
have dissociated themselves
from a rival t set up

by N alier the M

junta refused to honour their

clection reporis
Reuter. :

The offictal  Working

People's Daily said
today that 221 members of the
National for

(NLD) had signed'a statement
saying the parallel government
was illegal as it was linked
with an outlawed insurgent
group.

State radio said this
showed the rival administra-
tion was decciving the
by saying il had the support'of
200 NLD parliamentarians.

victory,

13,000 Iraqi
POWs refuse.
to go home

MANAMA (Bahrain), Sept

| 13: About 13,000 Iragi soldiers

captured by US-led lorces dur-
ing the Gulf war have refuscd

to go home, the International
) Red Cross [lCRC]_la.ld on

CRC spokesman Arnold
Luethold told Reuter by tele-
phone from Riyadh that Saudi
Arabia had granted refUgee
status to all soldiers who re-
fused to be rcpatriated. Bul
they were not allowed to leave
descrt camps where théey were

initially held as prisoncrs.

“There are about 13,000
Iraqi soldicrs who refuscd to
rcturn Lo their country aller
we made final calls for their
rcpatriation,” Luethold said.

- "Saudi Arabia has granied
lhem protection and issuced a

.declaration saying they arc
-considered refugees, but they

must remain internced in their
camps in the desert.”

The NLD won 392 of 4886

scats in the S
1900 gracred dmtion. Bk 0
junta, which seized power by
crus a nationwide u
for democracy in 1988,

fused Lo give up power.

Last , & senior ta
mcmb:m the mlmry

might stay in power for 10
MOIC Years. ‘

Sincc the clection it has
jailed or forced into exile all
opposilion leadcers who have
nol bowed to its will. the NLD's
General Secretary, Aung San
Suu Kyi, has becn held under
house arrest in Rangoon since
July 1989, whilc its Chairman
Tin Oo is in jail.

Leaders of the parallel gov-
crnment, which was sct up at
the headquarters of the ethnic

Tre-

Fierce fighting continues:

500 killed in Lanka

COLOMBO, Scpt 13: More
than 500 Tamil scparatist
rebels and government sol-
diers have becn killed in two
weeks of hcavy fighting in
northeastern Sri Lanka, a mili-
tary spokcasman said today, re-
ports Reutcr.

He 100 rebels, includ-
ing two rs and a base
commandcr, and six soldicrs
were killed in Thursday's
fighting in Mullaitiva district,
raising the death tool to 497
rebels and 41 'soldicrs. Sixteen
soldicrs, including iwo offi-
cers, were wounded.

TFhere was no indcpendent
confirmation of casualty fig-

ures. "Advancing lroops are

meeting with fierce resis-
tance,” the spokcsman said.

A military spokesman told
reportcrs on Thursday that
397 rebels and 35 soldicrs had
died in clashcs since August
29. The army called it "the
biggest cver jungle battle” be-

| tween the Liberation Tigers of

Perez asks Mujahideen to
give peace a chance

TEHERAN, Scpt 13: UN
Secrelary General Javier Perez
de Cuellar appcaled on
Thursday at Alghan gucrillas
not to attack Kabul and UN of-
ficlals warned that an assault
could start a bloodl that

peace. repofts Reuler. 4

Perez de Cuellar discussed
his five-point Alghan peacc
plan with Mujahidecen leaders
based in Iran and Pakistan at a
meeting during his current
visit to Tchran.

"Through them | have made
an appeal to all Mujahidcen
factions lo rclrain from mili-
tary activity in order lo give a
chance to my cflorts,” he told
reporiers aflerwards.

Relerring to a rocketl attack
on Kabul on Wedncesday, 'erez

past a collapsed government

s for

tal

Kabul are tcrrorised. There is
the possibility of the city being
attacked nol only by rockcts
but by military forces.”

Two lcaders of modcrate

Pakistani-bascd groups,
Sibghatullah Mojaddidi and
Syed Ahmad ni, joined

representatives of lran- based
factions for the mecting.

Spcaking to rcporters,
Mojaddidi accused clements in
the Pakistani mment of
backing hardline guerillas in a
plot to storm Kabul, launch a
coup Lthere and end up sharing
power with Alghan President
Najibullah.

He said thc plot was mas-
terminded by guerilla Chiel
Gulbuddin Illckmatyar and
Shahnawaz Tanai, who s
an unsuccessful coup in March
last ygar when he was
Najibullah's defence minister.

nda sign extolling the

virtues of soldiers and workers and their socialist struggle mhﬂinm:ﬁ:

Cambodia on USSR Boulevard near the outskirts of the capi
sings, put up in 1989 following the Vietnamese withdraw

angered Bush, who considers
the setllements a major obsta-

cle to the Middle East peacc
Zucker's report Sharon
io build 25,000 new

mes by the end of 1992,
adding 91,000 scitlers to

100,000 al the
Fe o

In 199] alone, Zucker said,
Israel would build 19,000
uniis, three Limes the number,
Sharon had . He ostl
mated seitlement housin
would cosi lsrael al lcast 1.
billion dellars in 1991 and
1992, cxcluding costs for
roads and infrastructure.
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vale Votoe of

Tamil Eclam (LTTE) and gov-
ernment Lroops.

The LTTE is figh for a
separate homeland for mi-
nority Tamil community in the
north and cast.

The spokesman said the
operation, called Lighting
Strikes, was directled against
about 15 bases up

in the

to 1,000 rebels
Mullaftivu jungies.

The bascs, including [acto-
ries producing mine, granads,
mortar bombs and ammuni-

tion, were the main
wquminnﬂth:fm‘m
said. )

any moving target in the jungle
and the navy was atiacking
rebel positions on the coastL

In castern Batticaloa dis-
trict, two policcmen werc

killed and 12 wounded when
Tigers attacked a police post

on Wednesday,
sources said.

military

Karen rebels on Burma's bor-
der with Thailand late last
year, were in Britain this week
sccking international

and gnition ahead of the
next United Nations General
Assembly session. *
Hrvcﬂunmlhmm:k-
cel growing international
crilicism at the asscmbly.

USSR, US
agree to halt

arms supply
to Kabul

States agreed today (o halt all

weapons supplies to

to for the

of free clections for a

broad- government in the
country, reports Reuter.

‘A joint statemenl read by

Secrelary of Stale James Baker

and F Minister Boris

out 10 later in a deal
brokcred the United
Nations,

Off the Record
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Tributes to the Queen

LONDON: Britain will thank Queen Elizabeth | for 40 ycars

“of service with ceicbrations and exhibition next
campaign to involve young people in improving

ment, reports AP,
Announcing

the

programme Thursday,

and a
environ-

the Royal

Anniversary Trust said Albert Mum would mount an exhibition
next summer about the Queen's role and duties, including
rarcly memorabilia from the royal personal collection.

In F‘ehrum-y the British Broadcasting Corporation plans to
film a documentary on the Queen's working life.

Elizabeth, who was 25
February

old when she took the throne

6, 1952, after the dcath of her father, King George

V], allowed a BBC team to begin filming last November.

Genetic test to predict diabetes

LIVERPOOL: A genetic test at birth may

soon make it pos-

sible to predict the risk of getting diabetes, a British scientist
said on Thursday, reports Reuler.

Dr Anthony Barnett said in an interview thal it may be
possible in the next decade to spot diabctes-prone babies by

the presence of a "genetic

"The next decade should provide a

greater understanding

of diabetes. This... will allow better methods for prediction,
prevention and treatment of diabetes and may be the most

important advance since the discovery of insulin 70 years

ago,"” he said.

Barnett said that if diabetes-pro

ne babies could be identi-

fied they could be followed carefully and helped as soon as the

carly

ploms a

prediction is ln:npurl.anl, because when symptoms

begin to show, H{.:;i_f cent of the cells producing insulin

will have been des

'B .r. h L1 i! l l'
T IPARIS:. Beitaki's: Birth: rate disereditcd comments al-

tributed to French Primec Minister Edith Cresson that a high
percentage of British men were homosexual, Prime Minister

John
He to

said in Paris Th

ursday, rcporis
French television that he thou

AFP,
ght Cresson's con-

troversial remarks were "misrcported and misquoted.”
The Prime Minister continued: "but in any cvent, it

strangely against the growth of the British pepu-
past 200 years.”

Contact lens can cause blindness

LONDON: Contact lenses, especially the solt and extended-
are by far the greatest factor lcading to a poten-
cye discase, according to a British study re-

wear
& reports Reuter.
The study.

by Moorficlds Eye Hospital in London, found

who choose to wear contact lenses rather than

Although a principal cause of blindness in coun-

tries with poor health care, Keralitis was

scen in the

United States and Europe until the intreduction of contact

tion, was accused of harming
statc securily and would be
senicnced next month, said
Israc Army radio,
in Cairo.

It was Nathan's
convicltion in less than two
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