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Yes

It is difficult to overestimate the importance of
tomorrow's . referendum. Rhetorics apart, this is
and foremost a constitutional requirement,
as such the public has a moral duty to take
in i, in the same way the president had a
duly to send the 12th Amendment Bill to
people for assent or rejection. That is why,
despile a unanimous vote by elected representa-
tives of the people in the Jatiya Sangsad. the Bill
still has to await confirmation by a direct national
vote, before receiving presidential assent.
Whether one agrees with the idea of referendums
or not is a matter for debate in the [uture. For the
present, Lhe president is obliged by the constitu-
tion to seek popular approval before eflecting any
change In the system of government. Let us not
be in any doubl: a majority “No" vole will mean
that the president will not be able to give assent

TEERE

:

The position of this paper is quite straight-
forward on this issue of national importance: the
people ought to go out to vote and vole "Yes".

The presidential tem, under which this
country has been governed [rom January, 1975
til now, has proved itsell to be wanting.in many
ways, leaving ground for the rise of despotic rule.
Under the existing system, cabinel members act
as mere advisers (o the president and are ac-
countable to him alone, while top government of-
ficers, meaning secretaries, execute presidential
decisions and wield enormous power without ac-
countability. Lack of democracy and widespread
corruption of the past years are direct conse-
quences of such a system of government, whete
parliament is no more than a mere rubber stamp
for presidential authority.

Whatever might have been the logic behind in-
troduction and suslenance of such a system, that
surely no longer exists. The country needs a
change because change is imperative for our so-
clo-economic development. The events of last
December and the spontaneity of popular partici-
pation in February's general elections showed
that the people were determined to be a part olf,
indeed Lhe determjning factor in, the country's
political process. For their part, the major politi-
cal parties promised new values — a re nta-
tive government, accountable to the people
through a sovereign parliament. The unanimous
vote in the Sangsad on the 12th Amendment Bill
was the firsi step in fulfilling that promise.

Bul now the people must play their part. If they
{ail to turn up in large numbers then a question
mark will naturally appear over the credibility of
the idea of holding referendums at all. But more
seriously, if the Amendment Bill is not approved,
then promise of accountable government will re-
main an unfulfilled one. Maintaining the current
presidential system will simply mean keeping the

chﬂ.r wanP for the next autocral (even the most
well-intentioned person may [ind himself wield-

ing more power than is good for him, because the
constitution allows him to do just that).

A "Yes" vote will ensure that parliament has the

ability to hold the executive branch — the prime |

minister and cabinet — responsible to itself. That
will transfer real power to the people since par-
liament members will have to act according to
the will of their constituents or face the conse-
quences. The chief executive will no longer be
able to exercise authority without facing parlia-
mentary scruliny. To make the system successful,
politicians themselves have to work with in-
tegrity. But belore that can happen, the system it-
sell has to be in place first. For that, we need a

resounding Yes. ‘ |
Who's Afraid of Crying?

One of the world's most comely presence is
decidedly Diana's who is incidentally the Princess
of Wales — the spouse of the heir to the British
throne. But Princess Di radiates beauty of both
the dainty and the daring types more than
through the immediacy of presence. She is at
present among the most photographed persons
of the world and most of these photographs are
published in journals of all kinds winning for her
an ever-growing world of admirers. /

She now has proven to beé as charming with
her words as she is in person. And for the latest
prool of her keenness of thought and expression
she has chosen to berate the traditional British
reserve — stoicism transporied to modern times.
And what she says touches our soul with its pro-
fundity as much as with its deep sense of sympa-
thy. She told recent meeting in London of spe-
cialists in child and adolescent psychiatry that
people should let their emotions out and not be

afraid of a good cry. Crying, she says, has yet to
kill someone and it doesn't’ harin others either.
There seems to be 'a curious conspiracy' in adults
lo suppress this emotion, she says and suspects
that this may be because of the fear of appearing

childish,

Adults get of this if only because that
would help understand their children better and
set better examples before them. Emotional out-
bnt_ihmight hphi];drmucnrmhntﬂ'ahtﬂe

Bengalees, we hope, will need no persua?a
on the point. The message could well be carried
to the Japanese although one cannot be too sure
Mﬂnrmd’thehamhnmdkmhuhme.
Crying comes rather easily 1o the Bengalee. One
reason for so much violence around nowadays
may be the Bengalees are weeping and crying less
and less under the influence of imported films
and canned TV stufl,

R

- Bengal

HOUSING IN DHAKA

sible housing dcevclopment is
consiricled due (o three par-
ticular reasons. The first rea-
son is an obvious onc where
housing has lo compele for
land wilh other uscs viz indus-
trial, commercial cic. The sec-
ond reason is the general len-
dency of converting moenclary
savings into immovablc assct,
land being the most popular of
those. The lasf reason is the
geographical keatures of Dhaka
and f{tswsurroundings which
restrict the abundant supply of
suitablc Jand parcels.

Most desired wusc of urban
land 18 the onc thal brings the
highest nel return in monc
and amcnilics o the owner/
uscr over a period of time, To
achicve this, Lhe first phe-
nomenon that occurs s the
compclition among oplional
uses. This lcads (o higher
demand for land at
advantagcous location;
simultancously, the process of
urban agglomcration lcads to
more intensive use. llence
activitics which are the most
productive and profitable arc
the ones which can allord o
pay highcr rent or value in a

particular location.

Most of the peri-urban re-
gion of Dhaka are of moderatc
agricultural potentiality. These

are deeply (looded lands suit-
able for cullivation of IRRI

Identifying Land for Low-

paddy only, provided there
cxinis a good irrigation facility.
Iigh land, non-Mable Jo
inundation and su for
diversificd cro-pping. s not
found close o the cxisting

conurbation, II? rot-unllnl
land suflable for two crop
production can only be found

in small amount the
nerth corridor, whiéh,
howcver, ts now advocaled [or
the expansion of the city.

Considering a 'maximum of
two crops in the ncar-Dhaka
agricultural land, yearly per
acrc incopwe from sueh land
will be Tk 19.800/- only. In
addition 0 that the land will
carn an increment of Tk
291,200 in price (inflation).
The opportunity cost that this
land presents is Tk 2,042,840
only. Avcrage of land price In-
crease rales from different
sources shows nearly 30% an-
nul incroase in the peri-urban
land price. The average per
acre ‘land ce around Lhe
periphery of Dhaka is Th 7.57
million. Thus one acre of pori-
urban land presently can earn
Tk 2.27 million in a ycar with-
oul being used in any produc-
live purposc. This is seven
Unes Lhe agricultural valuc.

These sugee<t that it is
highly unlikcly 1.t the unde-
veloped peripli ral land will
continue o be 1 <od for agricul-
tural purposc. With the grow-
ing demand [ land for urban
development it will be
gra aute dically by the

rivale or pv' lic seclor al a
aslcr rale to kcop pace with

the city's pbs -wal th. In
fact, land beyond the castiern
and wesicrn pe ry s
alrcady engulfed by vari-
ous rcal-estate rs
or Lhe city authority. The

18,840 acre DND land at the
soulh-cast periphery of the
cily was cmbanked in 1968
primarily for high yiclding
agricultural use. But encroach-
ing industrial and residential
uscs have reduced the agricul-
tural land and fuclled the land
price Lo increasc al a greal

pacc. -
Geographical Features
Dhaka, though stralcgically

well-placed, is walcr-

vasi flood plains in all dirce-

tions cxcepl the south which

is dclincated by the river

Buriganga. The bridge over the
river has opcned up a consid-
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[actors which cxert pressure
for new devclopment nearer to
the old city cenlre, most im-
portant of which is cmploy-
menl opportunitics and trans-
port [acilities.

Use of Zoning Regulations

Zoning could be cflcctively
uscd to prevent specific land
parccls from being allocated to

the highest bidder by lmpﬂ
limited categories of use

by restricting unit density.

%

Scveral siles-and-scrvices pro-
jeets were in Dhaka
with an aim of bencfiting the
lower-income groups. But in
the end, these fell In the

o) mtﬂ-ﬂl the
groups. For :

r Rchabilitation Scheme
benefited the middle-income

holds; Rupnagar project car-
ricd out by Lhe llousing and
Scitlement Dircclorate was
aimed al the middie-income
group, but the actual allotices

in the g t woere found to be
from the uper-middic-income
group. The Uttara Model

Town, the largest silcs-and-
serviecs project compicted by
the DIT aimed at the middle-
income population, cnded in
the pesscssion of the people
from upper-middic and the
highest income groups. This
was Lhe result of primartly
pulting the land price in
to the

the larget group, and sce-
ondurily, satisfying Lhe inicrest
of a eertain influcniial scctor.

3
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acquired by the authoritly
which was later used for com-

munication and institulional

long The government
has a policy of oflcring
the dis land-dwncr a

piece of plol in the subse-
quently developed land at a

T
:g:
3
{
.

B
£

i
i

g

:
&
g
&
-

{
E
E

g
{

i
4

’355553#3?

i

i
:

g
3

i

just identificd as ideal
the low-income scitle-
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taxadion or cf! ~lua the
ull‘;llc :Im“hl wou hic
ollowed. Th. r

admindstered o lm:!;;hr
land tax syst . reduces the
rolt:nt'llﬂy i ve volume of
unds for pub'. purposes and

cconomic arv ! social flls
assoclaled wi'! mn:= '
land owncrshij: .«mong a
favourcd class.

Serbian Sights Set on Ancient Borders
by Petar Hadji-Ristic
Four-centuries ago, Serbs were in the frontline of a military frontier region established: to

REAMS of rolling back

the boundarics of Lime

to creatc a "Greater
Scrbia,” containing all Serbs
living in Yugoslavia, scem to
have blinded Scrbian President
Slobodan Milosevic to the fact
that such a future nation, for
all its military power, could be
frozen out of Europe.

Serbian insurgents, backed
by the Yugoslav military, have
made such deccp incursions
into the the republic of Croatta
that it is beginning to resem-
ble the size and shapce it was in
the 16th and 17th Centurices.

It was then that the Serbs,
who had fled from the advanc-
ing Turks, were organised
along a military fronticr region
against further
cxpansion ol the Otioman
Empire into Europe,

The towns around which
fighting is now being rcported
— Senj, Karlovae, Sisak,
Slavonski Brod and Osfjck —
were all at the [rontier of the
ancient Croatian buffer zone.

That [ronticr remained
after withdrawal of the Turks
following their defcat al Sisak
in 1593, and Lthe Scrbs in the
area scrved as peasant soldiers
who were granted cxemption
from taxation by the Hapsburg
monarchy.

But in the current unde-
clared war for territory, it is
Scrbs as well as Croats who are
fleeing from the scif-styled
crators

the

re
were set whent'Llhe Communyst
federation of stk rcpublics was
established in lﬂr?

The Yugoslav hardline mili-
tary are now in control of more
than one-third of Croatia,
which was onee Yugoslavia's
second largest republic, and
when fighting ncar the
Adriatic port of Split was re-

rted, it indicated (hat they

their :
iy

Once at the Adriatic — with
the near-certainty that ' the

lib-
up the Croatian

Sir, eshi For

Minister's visit to India has .

brought in a "concrete out-
come” includin
Corridor, as "
being cleared for fer of
the corrider to Bangladesh” by

: that long-dis-
puted link hmm India's
possession is a :;r

Bangladeshi
alloca rer!-‘phely o t
erstwhile East

orders of which-

-

newly-acclaimed Serbian au- -

Tin Bigha
S are

halt the Ottoman Emp

ire’s further advance into Europe. Now, with Yugoslavia being torn

apart by inlernal strife, inctirsions by army-backed Serbian insurgents into the republic of |
Croatia have begun to redraw ancient boundaries,

C

go

Crostia in ﬂ-ﬂim

ﬂ

atia: ancient battleground
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tonomous .regions of Knin and
Western and Eastern Slavonta
will eventually split from
Croatia to join Serbla — the
neo-communist regime of
Milosevic would have realised
another ancient Scrbian dream

2 & warm-water port.

A massive redcployment of
military hardware means that

this land frllmt;lt wil
be a knot in the
loosc tics ween these two

peoples .that may also be
warming up bilateral relations
stralegic significance fo
aster-prone Bangladesh.
in apite of a number of
pcending issues of mutual con-
cern yet to be cleared up,
steps loward amicable solu-

| ly docs
ing 1

‘When tha army cventaally ¢

call a halt to the fight
Croatia, it will have |
onc of the largest concentra-
lions, of weapons .anywhere in
Europe.

Out of the havoc of yester-
day's Yugoslavia will be lelt a
regional military power,

wielded by Scrbian  gencrals

traditional relationship and
will widen the corridors of
Indo-Bangla interactions to
"promote neighbourliness” in
materializing SAARC objcc-
tives,

- How much this
merged tch of land will
cause to LDC is debatewor-

.Serbs have
ﬁ and to redraw the boundarfes
!  between

and which only a superpower
would dare to confront. -

[lundreds of raillway wagons
and trucks, proteetedl by war-
plancs, have e rock-
ets, shells and other
tion out of Slovcnia, which de-
clared its indcpendence on
June 25 this year — just after
Croatia. Squadrons of war-
planes have also been moved
out.

Much of this has bcen
moved into Lthe central repub-
lic of DBosnia-Herzegovina,
where some of the country's

-secret arms [actories are lo-

cated and which was once
among the major arms suppli-
ers Lo the Thirj; World, h'm';l;':-
ing Iraq.

* The consequences of the
usc of military force in an at-
tempt lo kcep the Yugoslav

federatiorn together — or at

lcast to grab the areas where
lived in the past

rcpublics — have been
disastrous for the economy.
Jacques Delors, President

of the Europcan Commission,

its the cost at a billion dol-
a month, but the true fig-
urc is almost certainly

higher. :

The¢ military must have
wanled to bring about the col-
lapsc of the Croatian economy
— none of its new private en-
terpriscs has done any busi-
ness this year — but the
Serbian cconomy will also take
decadces to recover.

A hint of the economic
catastrophe about to envclop

the country is provided by the

news that Serbian banks are
paying 70 per cent more than
the official rate of exchange for

foreign currency.

The Yugoslav Chamber of
Commerce, based in Belgrade,
has alse warned that the eco-
nomic consequences of what is
unfolding could be worse than
those caused by the armed
clashed which have claimed
scveral hundred lives.

There has also becn a
breakdown in trading between
republics. The politicians have
destroyed the system.

Economic ycotits and
seizure ol rcpresentative of-
fices of firms based in other
republics are daily news, and
there is a [reeze or postpone-
ment of all credits from inter-
national bodies,

Nor does the end seem to
be in sight. X

The  Serbian insurgents,
backed by the military,  have
yet to secure everything they

"want. When another ceasefire

between Croatia and the

Yugoslav army was agreed at
the end of August, fierce

figh broke out within
N e

Then Milosevic rejected a
European Community truce
plan. The US called for an im-
mediate ceaseflire lest the
Serbs [rceze themselves out of
Europe by continuing to atiack
the Croats. | * -

In places like the Croalian
town of Vukovar, on the border

with Serbia, the Yugoslav army -

has been accused of openly
fighting alongside the Serblan

against Croatia, instcad
of acting as a buffer zone.

The republics of Macedonia
and Bosnia have both an-
nounced that they will hold
relerenda on the futurc of

Yugoslavia, and both

T mean yet more
is could yel |
mun‘ — at lcast in Bosmia,
rc Muslims account for 44
pcr cent of the population,

Serbs for 31 and the rest are
Croats, some of whom are

cral-backed forces.

As in Croatia, Serbs might
boycott the referendum and
form local governments in the
two regions in which they are
the majority. They are already
organising themsejves there
and the regions are bristling
with weapons.

The same scenario as in the
Croatian region of Knin would
be played out, with fighters
coming in from Serbia and the
army providing them with
weapons and the backing of
military firepower.

"Its a miracle there has
been no fighting so far in
Bosnia,” said one Serbian intel-
lectual, who blames Milosevic
for the breakup of Yugoslavia
and for the rise of the highly
nationalistic government of

Franjo Tudjman fn Croatia.

However, the prospect of
trouble in Bosnia is a chilling
one —  even, it seems, for
Milosevic. ' |

In an eflort to head it off, he
made his "historic initiative® to
Bosnia and  the faithful

Montenegro republic to join
Serbia in forming a mini-
Yugoslavia. The problem for
him s that Alia Izetbegovic,
the Bosnian President, wants
none of it.

Never in its history has
Scrbia been so isolated. Faced
by the prospect of an impover-
ished future and isolation in
Europe — especially in the
Balkans — it may be that the
Serbs will come to their

senscs. — GEMINI Hm
PETAR HADJI-RISTIC s a’

e T
in uras
ously in Belgrade.

- fAighting in Croatia against fed-

occupation of Kuwail. This is a
unique expcrience of inter-
faith contact and will

help in achieving greater
Christian-Muslim social, eul-
tural and spiritual understand-
ing lor years to come.

We shall be grateful to hear
in details, with mnhl-l to
print, from all thers and
sisters having their such firet-
hand experience or from their
friends and relations.

A 3 M Shamsud Doulah '
President, Counctl for Islamic
Studies & Research

GI"O Box 242, Dhaka- 1000



