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Missing Children
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by Aasha Mehreen Amin

ON the 4th nl:':;rtcmber at 6 pm a strange
scene was wilne by pecople passing by the
Sheraton llotel. A van full of policemen pulled
up oulside the hotel and picked up 18 children
betweern Lhe ages of seven and thirteen and
drove off, their ears immune to the pathelic
cries of prolest and bewilderment. Who were
those children? Why were they taken? Where
were Lhey taken to? To most people the
answer was probably — who cares? Alter all
were they not just troublesome street urchins
who pesiered the passcngers of every car,
rickshaw or scooler thatl slopped at the traflic
lights, insisting that their measly flowers be
bought? Good riddance to nuisance some might
say. Al least Lhis seemed to be the attitude of
the person who had enough influence to make
a van full of police rush to the scene with just
onc phone call to the Ramna thana.

The story gets cven stranger after this.
While the parents of these children were going
- berserk trying 1o .find their siblings, the crying

infants were being taken to 'Mirpur Bhabaghur'

O

— a vagrancy home. But these children were
neither destitute nor vagrants. TVoy were
children who had parents, who worked for a
living. Some of tHem even went to school and
almost all of them supj their families
sclling Mlowers. It is u
Mnuycd when these children stick thelr
into the car and practically force their
flowers on the weary passenger. But does that
ustify Lhe fact that policemen can just pick up
tUe children indis¢riminately, without any
warning and take them to a s place, not
bothering 1o even find out i they have parents
or homes 1o go t0? They may live in the most
conditions in a makeshift hut in a bustf’
but b them this is home. No crealure
would want lo be uprooted from ils home,
not a child. Why is there no concepl
of the rights of children in this country? Why
are law enforcing agents so concerned with
disciplinary actions against little children when
criminals, ‘masiaans’ and cve lcascrs run losc
on Lhe streets? These arce the kind of queslions
raiscd by members of Aln O Shalish Kendra
(ASK), Lhe source of this strange story.

Whal is ASK? It is @ Dhaka based lcgal
resource centre which works with the poor
and the under-privileged. The emphasis is on

women and children in both rural and

urban arcas. It was because of ASK's

involvement with working children that thise

incident was reported o them in the first
place. Six of the children picked up that day
were regisicred with this programme

attend monthly workshops. The day afler the
incident, some of the children who had
managed o escape the police came running Lo
the ASK office in Shanti toe report it. It
may be mentioned that during onc of the
workshops tLhese children had dcw:k?ed a
close relationship with the members of ASK.
ASK, thercfore, was the only place for them Lo
turn 8. The mothers of the children,
loo, come jo the office for help. The response
from the ASK members was prompl and

Dr Kamal for consensus

on vital issues

'Displnced children at ASK.

rstandable that people/

ASK

immediate. They called up the Ramna thana

and as soon as they knew where the children

were, they rushed to Mirpur Bhabaghur. The

end result was that ASK members successfully

fhot the release of the children registered with
em.

The action of the police was not only
arbitrary but also dangerous in that since they
had not verified the children’'s addresses and
the names of their guardians at the time of
picking them up, thc vagrants' home s left
with the responsibility of determining the

bonalfides of anyone who turns up to reclaim a |

child. Such pcople could well be agents of
trallickers. In the casc of a little girl Fatema,
not registered with ASK, the Home turned
away the girl's mother when she came to take
her child away. She had to return following
Saturday with an affidavit sworn before the
magistrate before the child was returned. In
the meantime a seven-year-old spent 4 days in
strange surroundings weeping for her mother.
Onc cannot fault the llome for taking such
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precautions. The police, however, should nol
be able to haul off young children without first
informing their parcnts and recording their
names and addresses. |

ASK's prompiness in recleasing thesc
children is just a small lc of the extent of
its concern for Lhe underprivileged. ASK
consists of a group of lawyers, educationists
and social workers who provide people with
more than just legal advice or legal
represeniation. The most imporiant function
is providing people with support
scrvices. In the case of court issucs, say
divorce, ASK tries to scitle it outside the court.
A member of ASK's executive commillee who is
also a lawyer poinis oul, "We a nculral
forum where issucs can be settled through
mediation.” This ce reduces a lot of the
cmotional strain and su of the partics
concerned. Says ano | , “Oficn just a
single lctter can p positive results.”
This was a rcfcr:nntf':ﬂ a case where Lhe
divorced wile of a ric puller was being
denied custedy of her two-year-old son. The,
husband responded to ASK's letter o mediale
the mother and eventually the child was
returned o his mother.

ASK has also brought out a publication called
‘Esho Ain Shikhi’, a designed In
simple Bengali 0 cducate people cspecially
women and children about their rights and
lcgal procedure. lssues cover a whole range of
subjects, from child , dowry, child
custody, laws Lo wile and child abusec.

ASK s working like other legal aid

organisations for Lhe basic righis of women and
children. It sull neceds, however, Lo be
supporied by other scctors especially the
media so that these issucs are projecied and
recognised by more than just a handful of

people. Legal organisations like ASK perform | 5. 15

an important function in society ol creating

awareness of peoplc's rights and then taking | 5.20

constructive actions (o help assert them

People urged to
give verdict for

Eminent lawyer Dr Kamal
Hossain called for a national
consensus Lo consolidale
democracy and solve the chal-
lenging problems of the na-
tion, reports UNB.

in a stalement Friday, Dr
Hossr'a, Vice Chairman,
Bangladcsh Bar Council said
“our pecopic should demon-
straie Lhcir wmnit Cas
their. voles In f:v:zr nfm
amendment in the ref-

coming
crendum on Scptember 157
Referring _

atmosphere he adveocated
‘normal functioning of educa-
tional instftutions” Kamal
Hossain said "Lhere s

"Our Conslilulion recog-
nises that powcr belongs to
the people and the
Consiitution is Lthe ultimate

of the su of
the people” Dr Hossain

He de viclent inci-
dents ing place in the
country and all to rise
above all diffcrences, shun vio-
lenee in order to create "a
congcnial political environ-

Chief Justice off
to Australia

Parliamentary
democracy

Slatc Minstier for Energy
and Mincral Resources Dr

He was
of public
Daudkandi and Chandina upazi-

meetings
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Book Centre auditorfum

4.30pm

Badaruddin Omar, AFM Mahbubul Ilaq, Ayub Reza
ry, Dr Sayecd-Ur-Rahman, Dr Nurul Amin Bepari,
Abdul Matin Khan, Dr T. Ali, Noor Mohammad, Syed Abul
Kalam, Hamidul Islam, Shah Atiul Islam and other will speak

Choudhu

on the occasion.
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will be
atterid the programme,

Janata Dal founding anniversary

anniversary of Bangladesh Janata Dal
will be obscrved today (Saturday).

To mark the day, the party will hold a discussion at 23/5
Asad Avenuc in the city at 4 pm. Earlicr at 6 am, party and

national flags will be hoisted atop the party office at Asad

The [irst founding

Avenue.

Party chiel KM Obaidur Rahman will chair the discussion
while other central leaders will address.

Jatiyatabadi Palli Dal

Jatiyatabadi Palli Dal will hold a token hun
front of the Jatiya Precss Club today (Saturday) demanding
equal broadcast in TV and Radio in support of "Yes” and “No"

- vote,

Metropolitan

o e

onosangskrit
Gonosangskriti Parishad will hold a diseussion on ‘Mao
Tse Tung and changes in the socialist world’ at the National

in obscrvance of the 15th death
anniversary of the great socialist lcader today (Saturday) at

abu's death anniversary

The first death anniversary of noled
lyricist Nazrul Islam Babu will be observed
today (Saturday). .

in observance of the day, Nazrul Islam
Babu Smriti Parishad has arranged a
discussion on Babu and a musical soirec
#1 with the songs composed by him at the
" qauditorium of Shilpakala Academy in the
.4 cily at 6.30pm

Dr Ashral Siddiqi will attend the programme as the chiefl
guest whilc Lutfur Rahman Sircar and Gias Kamal Choudhury
ial guests on the occasion.

Renowned tclevision and radio personalities will also
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3-member team
leaves for Nepal

to attend SAARC
body meet

A three-member delegation
led by Planning Secrctary Syed
Ahmed Icfl Dhaka Friday for
Kathmandu to atiend the first
meetling of the high level
commitlce on Economic
Cooperation among the SAARC
couniries beginning on
September 15 in the Nepalesc
capital, BSS.

The commilice during its
two-day dcliberations will dis-
cuss the matler relating to ex-
pansion of economic coopcra-
tion among the SAARC coun-
tries, Particularly in the ficlds
of trade, manulfacturing and
services.

The other delegation mem-
bers are Joint Secrctary of
Commerce ABM Siddique and
Joint Sccretary of Industries A
H M Nurul liuda Chowdhury.

The dclegation will return
home on Scptember 18.

Choe killed.
in road mishap

By Staff Correspondent

A pedestrian was killed and
another sustained serious in-
juries in scparale road acci-
dents in the city on Friday.

An unidentificd man died
on the spolt while trying to
cross the road near the
Rajlakkhi Complex in Uttara
when a speeding truck struck
him at around 4.30 am and

fled from the scene.
The body was scnt to the

Dhaka Medical College
Hospital and a case was regis-
tered with the Uttara Police
Station.

Another pedestrian,
Hussain Khan (70) was seri-
ously injured when a passen-
ger bus struck him at the
Dhaka-Chitiagong highway
near Shonir Akhra at around
11 am. ]

. He was admitted to DMCH
and a casc was registered with
the Demra Police station. The

driver mnnaﬁ;:l to escape
along with thc bus.

Col (Retd) Abdur

office Friday. — Star phnt._n_
TV Rdlﬂf for
Saturday : s
s flood victims
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Rashid, Co-chairman of h- Freedom
Party addressing a press conference at party's central
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sanctioned 1 metric tons
wheat as Test Reliefl (TR) and

CPB, NAP, Sammayabadi Dal and Gano Azadi League jointly brought out a procession in

the city Friday urging people to cast "Yes' votes in referendum.

— Star photo

16-thousand special vulnerable
group development (VGD)

. —

likely to increase.

The temperature and humidity of some citics on Friday

were |
Cities/Towns Temperature in Celsius Humiduy

max min ® am 6 pm

28.4 26 85 %)

32 26.2 25 80

34 24.8 8l 88

32.4 25.2 86 83

33.2 26.7 L4 J 88

31 23.8 L .

32.8 25 X x
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'Suitable environment for
press freedom exists'

Minister for Education and
Culture Prof AQM Badruddoza
Chowdhury said in Dhaka
Friday that a newly launched
newspaper could only survive
by its qualily, in practising un-
prejudiced and objective jour-
nalism, reports BSS.

Exaggerated and motivated
news confuse the readers and
do not bring any wellare to the
nation. The Minister said
while addressing the publica-
tion ceremony of the weekly
“Muktir Sangram,” as the
chiel guest, at the National
Museum auditorium.

Chaired by emincent cardi-
ologist Dr M A Malik, the
function was addressed by

PM visits in?m:d
policeman, JCD
leader at DMCH

Prime Minister DBegum
Khaleda Zia Friday directed
the Dhaka Mecedical College
Hospital authorities to ensure
best possible medicare to con-
stable Abdul Quader who rc-
ccived bullet injuries on
Seplcmber 11, reports BSS.

Begum Zia gave the direc-
tive while visiting the DMCH to
sec the condition of the in-
jured constable.

The attending physicians
told the Prime Minister that
the condition of the injured
constable was improving.

Constable Quader was seri-
ously injured when some
unidentified gunmen shot at
him whilc he was on duty at
the Science Laboratory Police
Box on the evening of
Scplember 11,

Constable Quader was
rushed to the DMCH and was
operated upon. lle {s now un-
dergoing trealment at the in-
tensive care unit of the hospi-
Lal.

Begum Zia also lalked to the
family members of constable
Quader and cnquired about
their wellare.

Later the Prime Minister
visited Sailul Islam Potu,
Chhatra Dal VP of Dhaka
College, who is also undergo-
ing treatment in the same
hospital. He was injured on
Scplember 11 when some
unidentified miscreants hit
him with lethal weapons.

JU employee
commits suicide

Nurul Islam alias Sundar Ali,
a lower grade employee of
Kamaluddin Ilall of Jahan-
girnagar Universily, commi-
tted suicide swallowing
inseclicide ‘basudin,’” wilnesses
said, reporis 13SS.

According to reports, Nurul

Flllunhadunaﬂairwllha rl

and he wanted to marry her
but his elder brother Al re-
fused to accept it. Nurul Islam
exchanged not words with his
brother Ali on Wedncsday last
alter failing to convince him.
Immediatcly after that he
swallowed a huge amount of
lquid inseclicide basudin.’ llc
was rushed to “"Ganasalhya
Kendra" where he died

State Minister for Post and
Tele-communications Shamsul
Islam as the special guest,
Nazrul Prof Dr Islam,
Vice-President of Bangladesh
Medical Association Dr CM
Dilwar Rana, eminent journal-
ist Gias Kamal Chowdhury and
Editor of the weekly MA Mobin
Khan.

The Education Minister
said aller ousting thc auto-
cratic rcgime and establishing
a democralic government, a
suitable environment for the
[rcedom of journalism was cx-
isting in the country and as
such thc number ol new news-
papers are rising gradually.
Alter the Liberation War there
was no [reedom of press and
individual, as all but [our
newspapers were banned
through establishing the one-
party sysiem in the country he
mentioned.

The minister said the pre-
senl governmerit believed that
the newspapcrs have every
right to focus the mistakes and
demcrits of the pgovernment.
But, he noted, the newspapcrs
will have to do this in a re-
sponsible and objective man-
Nner.

The necwspapers of any
democratic country must have
the constructive outlook and
provide proper guidelines to
the opposition and the ruling
partics, he said.

The minister said the
newspapers in the country did
not give the due importance of
the readers opinions. "The
wecklies must present views
rather than news,” he added.

He urged the journalists to
write against all injustice, vio-
lence, and malpractices in the
country through their mighty
pens.

Shamsul Islam in his
speech said the country today
needed such newspaper which
will be able to continue its ef-
forts for the well-being of the
COMMON MASSES. |

Dr Rafiqul Islam said that
the newspapers will have to
survive by contesting with the
electronic media.

He exprecssed his oplimism
that this weekly would be im-
partial in presenting ncws.

Gias Kamal Chowdhury said
the newspapers should work
aiming at preserving the six
fundamental rights of the

pcople.

IMPORTANT

NOTICE FOR

TOEFL EXAMINEES

Examinees who register for the Test of
English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) in

Bangladesh will be required to
port as identification,

vali

resent a
eginning

with the November 16, 1991 test adminis-
tration. No other form of identification

will be accepted at test centers in this
country.

Please note that no candidates will be
allowed to take TOEFL without a valid

passport beginning with November 16

TOEFL examination.

Princeton, NJ, U.S.A.
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RED CROSS BUILDING

The World Bank Resident Mission in Bangladesh requires the services
of a well trained Bangladeshi Economist to be recruited as a Local
Consuitant. The contract will be initially for a period of nine months and
is renewable. The resource person will work as part of a team of three
resident Economists and Is expected to make a significant contribution
to the bullding up of a comprehensive socio-economic data base and
setting up of a quantitative framework for macro-economic analysis and
projections. Data gathering and compilation will therefore be an
important part of the assignment. Candidates with at least a Masters
degree in Economics from a foreign University, good academic results
and less than 35 years of age are encouraged to apply. Adequate
knowledge of the Bangladesh economy and local Institutions and
sources of data, sufficient famillarity with computer-based data
processing and econometric techniques and some research experience
are important requirements. Candidates are requested to apply to the
Economics Unit of the World Bank Resident Mission, 3A Paribagh,
Dhaka with detalled curriculum vita and evidence of qualifications and
experience by September 25, 1991. The selected candidate is expected
to commence work by mid-October.

MANAGER, COMPUTER HARDWARE

B.Sc in Electrical Engineering or B.S
in Computer Science with 5-7 years’
experience in maintenance of Computers,
Printers and Peripherals who can lead a
team of well-groomed professionals.

Attractive salary package and good
working environment.

Applications with complete resume to
reach by September 21, 1991.

FLORA LIMITED

114, MOTIJHEEL COM. AREA, DHAKA,
TEL : 230964, 230491, 231950, 266430, 231761




